As the Church concludes another liturgical year, she leads us to a feast both solemn and triumphant: the Solemnity of Our
Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe. This celebration, instituted by Pope Pius XI in 1925, was meant to counter the
growing secularism of the early twentieth century. Nearly a century later, its relevance has only increased. The Feast of
Christ the King stands as a radiant reminder that above every earthly power, ideology, or shifting cultural trend stands the
gentle and unshakable reign of Jesus Christ.
This weekend, our parishes mark the feast with Quarant’ore, the Forty Hours Devotion—a time-honoured tradition of
extended Eucharistic exposition and adoration. Rooted in the early centuries of the Church and renewed in various periods of
spiritual need, Forty Hours has always served as a special invitation: to stop, to adore, and to reorient our lives around the
presence of Christ Himself.
The world often understands kingship in terms of dominance, luxury, and grandeur. But on this feast, the Gospel gives us a
different vision. Christ the King reigns from a cross. His crown is woven from thorns. His throne is the wood on which He
gives His life. His victory is won not through violence, but through sacrificial love.
When we enter the church for Quarant’ore and see the Blessed Sacrament enthroned in the monstrance, this paradox
becomes tangible. The King of the Universe chooses to become small, silent, and humble—so that no one need fear to
approach Him. This is a kingship not of coercion but of invitation. Christ invites us to draw near and to let His love reshape
us.
In the quiet of the church during Forty Hours, we discover dimensions of Christ’s kingship that can be missed in the
busyness of daily life.
A King Who Dwells With His People The Eucharist is the beating heart of the Church. In adoration, we linger
before the One who promised, “I am with you always.” Christ remains among us not as a distant ruler but as a companion
who walks with us in our joys and sorrows. Forty Hours becomes a sacred pause—an opportunity to rest in His presence and
reaffirm that He is truly at the center of our parish life.
A King of Peace in an Unsettled World We live in a time of rapid change, uncertainty, and anxiety. Many carry
hidden burdens: family struggles, health concerns, financial pressures, fears for the future. In adoration, Christ the King
speaks a quiet word of peace. He calms our hearts, not by removing all problems but by reminding us that He holds all things
in His hands. His reign is steady even when our lives feel unstable.
A King Who Heals and Forgives Before the Eucharistic Lord, our defences drop. We can be honest about our
failings, our wounds, and our longing for mercy. Christ the King does not reign by intimidation but by healing. In His
presence, we experience the gentle power of His forgiveness—a power strong enough to mend what is broken and to renew
what is weary.
A King Who Sends Us Forth Adoration does not end in itself; it leads to mission. Time with Christ in the Eucharist
opens our eyes to the needs around us. After Forty Hours, we are meant to emerge renewed—more patient, more
compassionate, more courageous, more committed to bringing the love of Christ to others. A parish that adores is a parish
that evangelizes.
The Community Gathers Around Its King One of the most beautiful aspects of Quarant’ore is the way it draws the
parish together. People arrive at different times of the day —parents with children, the elderly, young adults, workers
coming off a shift, those searching, those mourning, those grateful. In the glow of the monstrance, we discover our unity.
Christ the King gathers us not as isolated individuals but as one family of faith.
Every silent hour is joined to all the others. Even if we come alone, we adore together. Our parish becomes, for forty sacred
hours, a living reminder that Christ’s Kingdom is not far-off but already growing among us.
Enthroning Christ in Our Lives As we celebrate the Feast of Christ the King and enter into Forty Hours, we might
ask ourselves: Where do I need Christ to reign more fully in my life? What worries or sins can I lay at His feet during
adoration? How is He inviting me to grow in discipleship, service, or forgiveness? How can I help extend His Kingdom—in
my home, workplace, parish, and community? The kingship of Christ is not merely a doctrine; it is a relationship. It is an
invitation to trust the One who leads us not by force but by love.
As this liturgical year closes and a new one begins, may our time of Quarant’ore mark a spiritual turning point. May Christ
reign more deeply in our hearts. May our parishes be strengthened in unity, peace, and missionary zeal. And may we learn to
recognize the presence of the King not only in the Blessed Sacrament, but in every moment of our lives.

With all my prayers and best wishes

Fr Tom
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32 Hallowell Road, 111 Oxhey Drive,
Northwood Watford
HA6 1DW WD19 7SW

Parish Office Hours - +.  Parish Office Hours
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Thank you for so generously supporting the Sick & Retired Priests” Fund collection last weekend. Our priests give us years
of dedicated service and it is only right that, together, we ensure they live out their days with dignity and the care they need.
If you didn’t get the chance to donate, it’s not too late. Envelopes are still available at the back of the church or from the
parish office, and you can give online at www.rcdow.org.uk/donations. You can become a Patron by setting up a regular
donation by completing section 4 on the envelope form. Thank you again. Please keep our sick and retired priests in your
prayers.

Tickets for the Christmas Fayre raffle tickets are available to buy (and to take away to sell) after the Sunday Masses this
weekend.

Due to the Christmas Fayre on Saturday, Mass will be at 9.00am. There will be no Exposition or Confessions next Saturday
morning.

This Saturday, the Catholic Women’s league are holding their annual Over 60s Christmas Party at St Joseph’s. If you are
able to help them, please contact Ann Farrell on 07922 836030. The next CWL meeting is in February.

Our next Good Books meeting takes place on Wednesday 10th December (7 pm, Fr Bebb Room) .For our December meeting
we are escaping hectic pre-Christmas London for the beautiful French city of Chartres to discuss "The Cleaner of Chartres"
by Salley Vickers. January's pick is the food writer Nigel Slater's memoir "Toast". Interested but can't make the meetings?
Email mrsjulieshelton@gmail.com to be included in the WhatsApp group!

The diary for Mass intentions for 2026 opens this week. To enable as many people as possible to be able to have a Mass
Intention we have the following guidelines.

Sunday Mass Intention - Fr Tom under Canon Law is obliged to offer a Mass for the People of the Parishes that he
has care of. To make this fair, this Mass is said in the following pattern.

1st weekend of the month Saturday 6pm St Joseph s

2nd Weekend of the month Sunday 9.00am St Matthew’s

3rd Weekend of the month Sunday 11.00am St Joseph'’s

4th Weekend of the month Sunday 6.00pm St Matthew s

(If there is a 5th Sunday of the month Fr Tom will allocate the Mass which is to be for the People of the Parishes)

To enable a range of Mass intentions, a Mass intention can only be offered on one Sunday in a month.

Weekday Mass Intention A Mass intention can only be offered once in a week. (Please be considerate when requesting
a Mass intention to allow others to also have their intention).

Mass Intentions to be sent out of the parish. It is possible to have a Mass intention to be offered and said outside of the
parish. These can be sent to those parishes that don’t have enough Mass intentions or to priests in Religious Communities or
Seminaries. If you would like this to happen, (or happy for it to happen) then please indicate to the office.

Mass Offerings. It is common when asking for a Mass Intention to offer a stipend. Although this goes towards helping
the parish pay the priest, you are not ‘Buying a Mass’. If you were paying for a sacrament then that would be the sin of
Simony. The diocese suggest a recommended offering of £10. Some people give more and if someone can’t afford that, then
the Mass Intention and offering will be accepted (however small).

Thank you for all your intentions and offerings.

Each year Douay Martyrs School holds a Christmas Lunch for Senior Citizens. They have sent invites out to local parishes. If
you would like to go on Friday 12th December (2.00pm - 4.30pm) please tell Fr Tom or the Parish Office.

There will be a short series of talks taking place on Monday evenings, 6.30pm — 8.00pm,at Vaughan House entitled ‘Icons of
Hope, which will invite us to reflect on where we can find blessed hope in our lives. The final talk is on
24th November, given by Caroline Hull, National Director of Aid to the Church in Need

Please register attendance beforehand with Warren Brown at catadmin@rcdow.org.uk.

To celebrate the Jubilee Year and the 1700th anniversary of the Council of Nicaea, the Diocesan Seminary at Allen Hall is
hosting the final talk a series of talks on ‘Exploring the Theological Virtue of Hope and its Relation to the Nicene Creed’.
This will be held on :Saturday 6th December: The theme will be Advent - The Great Season of Hope in which to
Contemplate the Last Things.

There will also be a focus on St Thomas More and our Douai Martyrs as witnesses to hope. The pattern for the afternoons is
as follow:

3pm Talk (with opportunity for questions/discussion)

4.30pm Refreshments

Spm Tour with explanation of Allen Hall’s history

5.30pm Sung Vespers with devotions to the Martyrs including veneration of St Cuthbert Mayne’s relic — ending by
approx. 6pm.

The talk is open to anyone. However, because of available space, numbers will be limited to around 50. You are welcome to
come just for the talk. To reserve a place for the talks, kindly email Monica Ruiz Herrera at parector@rcdow.org.uk by the
Wednesday before each talk at the latest.



The next Preparation evening will be held on Thursday 11th December at 7.45pm in St Joseph’s Hall.!

If you are planning to get married then please speak to Fr Tom. If you are getting married elsewhere, you still need to get
permission from the bishop. It is best to have the paperwork done within six months of the wedding. Please don’t leave it
until a couple of weeks before the wedding!

Foundation Governors are appointed in the name of the Archbishop and form the majority of the governing body of a
Catholic school. They have a legal duty to preserve and develop the Catholic character of the school and to ensure that the
school is conducted in accordance with its trust deed.

Governing boards have three core functions:

1. Ensuring clarity of vision, ethos and strategic direction;

2. Holding executive leaders to account for the educational performance of the organisation and its pupils, and the
performance management of staff;

3. Overseeing the financial performance of the organisation and making sure its money is well spent.

The ministry of Foundation Governor is an important one, because the Catholic character of our schools depends on
committed Catholics being willing to undertake this service. The Archbishop is therefore very appreciative of all those who
offer to assist him in this vital task. Because of our baptism, all Christians are all called to serve the Church’s mission.

General Criteria:

To become or remain a foundation governor, a person must be and remain: a practising Catholic; providing education for his
or her own children, if of school age, in a Catholic school or college (unless exceptional circumstances apply); able to give
priority of attendance at meetings of the governing body to ensure representation of the Archbishop; in possession of a valid
DBS disclosure certificate. To become or remain a foundation governor, a person must not be disqualified from becoming or
remaining a governor in accordance with: the current School Government Regulations (or the college’s Instrument of
Government); the Charities Acts; and the Criminal Justice and Court Services Act 2000.

Specific Criteria:

In respect of the school or college for which a person is or is to be a foundation governor, he or she must not at any time be:
related to any member of the school or college staff, teaching or non-teaching; related to any governor whether elected,
appointed or ex-officio, of the school or college; employed (whether as a teacher or otherwise) at the school. A person (other
than the parish priest) will not normally be re-appointed as a foundation governor of a particular school or college if he or she
has just completed three consecutive terms on that particular governing body.

If you are interested in becoming a governor of our parish primary school of St Joseph’s please send an initial email to the
Headteacher admin@stjosephs775.herts.sch.uk

The Douay Martyrs (Secondary) School is also in need of new governors. If you would like to arrange an informal
chat with the Headteacher then contact her by email office@douaymartyrs.co.uk

The following vacancies are being advertised on the diocesan website https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/

Position Location Closing Date
Parish Cleaner Millwall Parish 24th November
Justice and Peace Coordinator Vaughan House (Victoria) 28th November
Deputy Data Protection Officer Vaughan House (Victoria) 28th November
Assistant to the Data Protection Officer Vaughan House (Victoria) 28th November
Administrator/Bookkeeper Clapton Parish Sth December
Building Surveyor Hendon 5th December
Parish Administrator Dollis Hill Parish 5th December
Regular Giving Officer Vaughan House (Victoria) 5th December
Parish Grants Officer Vaughan House (Victoria) 5th December
Healthcare & Wellbeing Coordinator Various 5th December

Saturday 29 November, 11 am - 2 pm . St Matthew’s needs YOU! Can you help? Please see the lists in the porch and sign up
if you can lend a hand setting up on Friday afternoon, running the stalls or kitchen on Saturday or cleaning up afterwards.
Many hands make light work! We are also now taking in goods to sell. Please place your donations in the blue crates in the
porch or deliver them to the office.

Yes please to:

unopened bottles (of anything — shampoo, ketchup, alcohol...)

unopened cosmetics and toiletries

unused unwanted gifts

books in good condition

hand-crafted gifts No thank you to bric-a-brac

Please plan to bring in cakes, preserves etc. on the Friday evening or Saturday morning.

If you are able to offer a prize for the Grand Draw, please see the list of suggestions in the porch or add a description of your
donation.

THANK YOU IN ADVANCE FOR YOUR GENEROSITY! Posters and Flyers are available to display at home.



This Sunday, the Feast of Christ the King, marks the 40th World Youth Day. For forty years,
the Church has offered us this annual opportunity to share with young people the truth that the
Christian message is one of joy and hope and transforms all who believe in it. World Youth
Day was established by St John Paul I in 1985 to take place on Palm Sunday. Since 2021, it
has been celebrated on Christ the King Sunday, placing its focus on the mystery of Jesus Christ
our Redeemer.

As we come to the end of this Jubilee Year, Pope Leo is asking young people to be witnesses of
Christ. This means bringing the fraternity and peace that friendship with Christ awakens in us
to all who search for meaning and purpose.

“You also are my witnesses, because you have been with me” (Jn 15:27).
Dear young people,

As I begin my first message to you, I would like to say thank you! Thank you for the joy you brought when you came to
Rome for your Jubilee, and thank you to all the young people who were united to us through their prayer from every part of
the world. It was a precious moment for renewing our enthusiasm for the faith and sharing the hope that burns in our hearts!
Rather than being an isolated event, I hope the Jubilee encounter marks for each of you a step forward in Christian life and a
strong encouragement to persevere in witnessing to your faith.

That same dynamic is at the heart of the next World Youth Day, which we will celebrate on 23 November, Solemnity of
Christ the King, with the theme: “You also are my witnesses, because you have been with me” (Jn 15:27). As pilgrims of
hope, by the power of the Holy Spirit, we prepare ourselves to become courageous witnesses of Christ. Let us begin a journey
that will lead us to the international World Youth Day in Seoul in 2027. With this in mind, I would like to focus on two
aspects of witness: our friendship with Jesus, which we receive from God as a gift, and our commitment to be builders of
peace in society.

Friends, therefore witnesses

Christian witness arises from friendship with the Lord, who was crucified and rose for the salvation of all. This witness is not
to be confused with ideological propaganda, for it is an authentic principle of interior transformation and social awareness.
Jesus chose to call his disciples “friends.” He made known to them the Kingdom of God, asked them to remain with him, to
become his community, and sent them to proclaim the Gospel (cf. Jn 15:15, 27). So when Jesus tells us, “Be witnesses,” he is
assuring us that he considers us as his friends. He alone fully knows who we are and why we are here; young people, he
knows your heart, your indignation in the face of discrimination and injustice, your desire for truth and beauty, for joy and
peace. Through his friendship, he listens to you, motivates you, and guides you, calling each of you to a new life.

The gaze of Jesus, who always wants nothing but our good, precedes us (cf. Mk 10:21). He does not want us to be servants,
nor “activists” of a political party; he calls us to be with him as friends, so that our lives may be renewed. And witness arises
spontaneously from the joyful newness of this friendship. It is a unique friendship that grants us communion with God, a
faithful friendship that helps us discover our dignity and that of others, an eternal friendship that not even death can destroy,
because the risen and crucified Lord is its source.

Let us consider the message the Apostle John gives us at the end of the fourth Gospel: “This is the disciple who is bearing
witness to these things, and who has written these things; and we know that his testimony is true” (Jn 21:24). The entire
preceding account is summarized as a “testimony,” full of gratitude and wonder, from a disciple who never reveals his name,
but calls himself “the disciple whom Jesus loved.” This title reflects a relationship: it is not the name of an individual, but the
testimony of a personal bond with Christ. That is what really matters to John: being a disciple of the Lord and feeling loved
by him. We understand, then, that Christian witness is the fruit of a relationship of faith and love with Jesus, in whom we find
the salvation of our lives. What the Apostle John writes also refers to you, dear young people. You are invited by Christ to
follow him and sit beside him, to listen to his heart and share closely in his life! Each one of you is a “beloved disciple” for
him, and from this love comes the joy of witness.

Another courageous witness to the Gospel is the Precursor of Jesus, John the Baptist, who came “to bear witness to the light,
that all might believe through him” (Jn 1:7). Although he enjoyed great fame among the people, he knew well that he was
only a “voice” pointing to the Savior when he exclaimed, “Behold, the Lamb of God” (Jn 1:36). His example reminds us that
true witnesses do not seek to occupy the center stage, nor to bind their followers to themselves. True witnesses are humble
and inwardly free, above all from themselves, that is, from the pretense of being the center of attention. Therefore, they are
free to listen, to understand, and also to speak the truth to everyone, even in the presence of those who are powerful. From
John the Baptist, we learn that Christian witness is neither a proclamation of ourselves nor a celebration of our spiritual,
intellectual or moral abilities. True witness is recognizing and pointing to Jesus when he appears, as he is the only one who
saves us. John recognized him among sinners, immersed in common humanity. To that end, Pope Francis insisted so often
that if we do not go beyond ourselves and our comfort zones, if we do not go to the poor and those who feel excluded from
the Kingdom of God, we cannot encounter Christ and bear witness to him. We lose the sweet joy of being evangelized and of
evangelizing.

Dear friends, I invite each of you to continue to individuate Jesus’ friends and witnesses in the Bible. As you read the Gospel,
you will find that they all discovered the true meaning of life through their living relationship with Christ. Indeed, our deepest
questions are not heard or answered by endlessly scrolling on our cell phones, which captures our attention but leaves us with
tired minds and empty hearts. This search will not take us far if we keep it closed within ourselves or in narrow confinements.
The fulfillment of our authentic desires always comes through going beyond ourselves.

Witnesses, therefore missionaries



In this way, dear young people, with the help of the Holy Spirit, you can become missionaries of Christ in the world. Many
of your peers are exposed to violence, forced to use weapons, separated from their loved ones, and compelled to migrate or
flee. Many lack education and other essential goods. All share with you the search for meaning and the insecurity that
accompanies it, the discomfort of growing social and work pressures, the difficulty of dealing with family crises, the painful
feeling of a lack of opportunities, as well as the remorse for mistakes they have made. You can stand alongside other young
people, walk with them and show that God, in Jesus, has drawn close to each person. As Pope Francis often said, “Christ
shows that God is closeness, compassion and tender love” (Encyclical Letter Dilexit nos, 35).

Granted, it is not always easy to bear witness. In the Gospels, we often find tension between acceptance and rejection of
Jesus: “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it” (Jn 1:5). Similarly, the disciple-witness
experiences rejection firsthand and sometimes even violent opposition. The Lord does not hide this painful reality: “If they
persecuted me, they will persecute you” (Jn 15:20). However, it becomes an opportunity to put into practice the greatest
commandment: “Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you” (Mt 5:44). That is what the martyrs have done
since the beginning of the Church.

Dear young people, this is not a story that belongs only to the past. To this day, in many places around the world, Christians
and people of good will suffer persecution, deceit and violence. Perhaps this painful experience has marked you as well, and
you may have been tempted to react instinctively by putting yourselves on the same level as those who have rejected you,
adopting aggressive attitudes. But let us recall the wise advice of Saint Paul: “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil
with good” (Rom 12:21).

So do not be discouraged: like the saints, you too are called to persevere with hope, especially in the face of difficulties and
obstacles.

Fraternity as a bond of peace

From friendship with Christ, which is a gift of the Holy Spirit within us, there arises a way of life that bears the character of
fraternity. Young people who have encountered Christ bring the “warmth” and “flavor” of fraternity wherever they go, and
anyone who comes into contact with them is drawn into a new and profound dimension, made up of selfless closeness,
sincere compassion and genuine tenderness. The Holy Spirit enables us to see our neighbor with new eyes: in the other
person there is a brother, a sister!

The witness of fraternity and peace that friendship with Christ awakens in us casts off indifference and spiritual laziness,
helping us to overcome closed-mindedness and suspicion. It also builds bonds between us, urging us to work together, from
volunteerism to “political charity,” to build new living conditions for all. Do not follow those who use the words of faith to
divide; instead, make plans to remove inequalities and reconcile divided and oppressed communities. To that end, dear
friends, let us listen to the voice of God within us and overcome our selfishness, becoming active artisans of peace. That
peace, which is a gift of the risen Lord (cf. Jn 20:19), will become visible in the world through the common witness of those
who carry his Spirit in their hearts.

Dear young people, in the face of the world’s sufferings and hopes, let us fix our gaze on Jesus. As he was dying on the
cross, he entrusted the Virgin Mary to John as his mother, and John to her as her son. That ultimate gift of love is for every
disciple, for each of us. I invite you to welcome this holy bond with Mary, a mother full of affection and understanding, and
to cultivate it in particular by praying the Rosary. That way, in every situation of our life, we will experience that we are
never alone, for as children we are always loved, forgiven and encouraged by God. Bear witness to this joyfully!
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Come and join us on the 6th of December from 5.15pm

for the upcoming Joel’s Bar evening - Immerse, at Our
IMMERSE Lady of Hal in Camden Town.

YiWORLD
!O the : This is a time for young adults to meet together, be

refreshed with the Holy Spirit through worship and
prayer ministry and to build community with one

COME AND BE PART OF THE NEXT JOEL'S BAR EVENT - A

SPACE FOR YOUNG ADULTS TO GATHER, ENCOUNTER THE another. There will be Mass beforehand and then a talk
HOLY SPIRIT, AND BE REFRESHED THROUGH WORSHIP AND from an incredible speaker, before some mulled wine
s (L and social time!
"TIME TO CONNECT, BE RENEWED, AND

ATE THE JOY AND HOPE WE HAVE IN JESUS, THE All are welcome so bring a friend, and if not then just

R OLR SOULS. bring yourself!! We’ll be diving into the hope that we
ALL ARE WELCOME, SO BRING A FRIEND, OR JUST BRING have in Jesus, who is a sure anchor for the soul, and why
YOURSELF! the message of Christmas is needed now more than

ever!

M See Poster at the back of church for more details.




In preparation for the Feast of the Immaculate Conception we are invited to pray the following Novena. First, recite the
Prayer to the Immaculate Conception. Then, recite the appropriate prayer of each of the nine days. First, recite the Prayer to
the Immaculate Conception. Then, recite the appropriate prayer of each of the nine days.

O God, who by the Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, did prepare a worthy dwelling
place for your Son, we beseech you that, as by the
foreseen death of this, your Son, you did preserve her
from all stain, so too you would permit us, purified
through her intercession, to come to you. Through our
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.

Day One - 29th November

O most Holy Virgin, who was pleasing to the Lord and
became His mother, immaculate in body and spirit, in faith
and in love, look kindly on me as I implore your powerful
intercession. O most Holy Mother, who by your blessed
Immaculate Conception, from the first moment of your
conception did crush the head of the enemy, receive our
prayers as we implore you to present at the throne of God
the favour we now request (Pause for personal intention...)

Day Two - 30th November

O Mary, ever blessed Virgin, Mother of God, Queen of
angels and of saints, we salute you with the most profound
veneration and filial devotion as we contemplate your holy
Immaculate Conception. We thank you for your maternal
protection and for the many blessings that we have received
through your wondrous mercy and most powerful
intercession. In all our necessities we have recourse to you
with unbounded confidence.O Mother of Mercy, we
beseech you now to hear our prayer and to obtain for us of
your Divine Son the favour that we so earnestly request in
this novena... (Pause for personal intention...)

Day Three - 1st December

O Blessed Virgin Mary, glory of the Christian people, joy
of the universal Church and Mother of Our Lord, speak for
us to the Heart of Jesus, who is your Son and our brother. O
Mary, who by your holy Immaculate Conception did enter
the world free from stain, in your mercy obtain for us from
Jesus the special favour which we now so earnestly seek
(Pause for personal intention...)

Day Four - 2nd December

O Mary, Mother of God, endowed in your glorious
Immaculate Conception with the fullness of grace; unique
among women in that you are both mother and virgin;
Mother of Christ and Virgin of Christ, we ask you to look
down with a tender heart from your throne and listen to our
prayers as we earnestly ask that you obtain for us the favour
for which we now plead (Pause for personal intention...)

Day Five - 3rd December

O Lord, who, by the Immaculate Conception of the Virgin
Mary, did prepare a fitting dwelling for your Son, we
beseech you that as by the foreseen death of your Son, you
did preserve her from all stain of sin, grant that through her
intercession, we may be favoured with the granting of the
grace that we seek for at this time... (Pause for personal
intention...)

Daily Concluding Prayer

Day Six - 4th December

Glorious and immortal Queen of Heaven, we profess our
firm belief in your Immaculate Conception preordained for
you in the merits of your Divine Son. We rejoice with you in
your Immaculate Conception. To the one ever-reigning God,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, three in Person, one in nature,
we offer thanks for your blessed Immaculate Conception. O
Mother of the Word made Flesh; listen to our petition as we
ask this special grace during this novena (Pause for personal
intention...)

Day Seven - Sth December

O Immaculate Virgin, Mother of God, and my mother, from
the sublime heights of your dignity turn your merciful eyes
upon me while I, full of confidence in your bounty and
keeping in mind your Immaculate conception and fully
conscious of your power, beg of you to come to our aid and
ask your Divine Son to grant the favour we earnestly seek in
this novena... if it be beneficial for our immortal souls and
the souls for whom we pray. (Pause for personal intention...)

Day Eight - 6th December

O Most gracious Virgin Mary, beloved Mother of Jesus
Christ, our Redeemer, intercede with him for us that we be
granted the favour which we petition for so earnestly in this
novena...O Mother of the Word Incarnate, we feel animated
with confidence that your prayers in our behalf will be
graciously heard before the throne of God. O Glorious
Mother of God, in memory of your joyous Immaculate
Conception, hear our prayers and obtain for us our petitions.
(Pause for personal intention...)

Day Nine - 7th December

O Mother of the King of the Universe, most perfect member
of the human race, "our tainted nature’s solitary boast," we
turn to you as mother, advocate, and mediatrix. O Holy
Mary, assist us in our present necessity. By your Immaculate
Conception, O Mary conceived without sin, we humbly
beseech you from the bottom of our heart to intercede for us
with your Divine Son and ask that we be granted the favour
for which we now plead. (Pause for personal intention...)

O Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have recourse to you. O Virgin Mother of God, Mary Immaculate,
Mother of Our Saviour, keep us close to you every moment of our lives. Amen.



Quarantore

Our 40 Hours Devotion continue until Sunday 23rd November. The timings will be
as follows.

Saturday (Church opens for exposition at 7.00am)

8.30am Moming Prayer. 10.30am Mass. 12 noon Midday Prayer. 3
.00pm Divine Mercy Chaplet 6.00pm Evening Prayer. 7.30pm Mass.
9.45pm Night Prayer (Church Closes at 10.00pm).

Sunday (Church opens for exposition at 7.00am) 8.30am Morning Prayer. 9.00am Mass. 12 noon Midday Prayer.
3.00pm Divine Mercy Chaplet 5.30pm Evening Prayer. 6.00pm Mass and Benediction.

Please do sign up to watch with The Lord.

Readings at

First reading 2 Samuel 5:1-3

In those days: All the tribes of Israel came to David at
Hebron and said, ‘Behold, we are your bone and flesh. In
times past, when Saul was king over us, it was you who led
out and brought in Israel. And the Lord said to you, “You
shall be shepherd of my people Israel, and you shall be
prince over Israel.” > So all the elders of Israel came to the
king at Hebron, and King David made a covenant with them
at Hebron before the Lord, and they anointed David king
over Israel.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 122(121):1-2. 3-4a. 4b-5. Rcf 1

Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.

I rejoiced when they said to me,

‘Let us go to the house of the Lord.’

And now our feet are standing

within your gates, O Jerusalem.

Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.

Jerusalem is built as a city

bonded as one together.

It is there that the tribes go up,

the tribes of the Lord.

Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.

As it is decreed for Israel,

to give thanks to the name of the Lord.

There were set the thrones for judgement,

the thrones of the house of David.

Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.

Second reading Colossians 1:12-20
Brothers and Sisters: Let us give thanks to the Father, who
has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in
light. He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and
transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom
we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all
creation. For by him all things were created, in heaven and

(St Matthew’s)
Blessed Sacrament
Jack Keating RIP (Anniv)

Our Lady
Pat McHale RIP

Sunday Mass

on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions
or rulers or authorities — all things were created through
him and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all
things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the
Church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead,
that in everything he might be pre-eminent. For in him all
the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to
reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in
heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!

Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Gospel

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

At that time: The rulers scoffed at Jesus, saying, ‘He saved
others; let him save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his
Chosen One!” The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and
offering him sour wine and saying, ‘If you are the King of
the Jews, save yourself!” There was also an inscription over
him, ‘This is the King of the Jews.’

One of the criminals who were hanged there railed at Jesus,
saying, ‘Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!” But
the other rebuked him, saying, ‘Do you not fear God, since
you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we
indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our
deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” And he said,
‘Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.’
And he said to him, ‘Truly, I say to you, today you will be
with me in paradise.’

The Gospel of The Lord

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Luke 23:35-43

(St Joseph’s )
Blessed Sacrament
John Collins RIP (Anniv )

Our Lady
Bishop Nicholas Hudson



Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which
are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.

Mary Vaughan Helen Jones, Sinead Ceasar, Gilda Kumarathasan,
Georgette Gornall, Ann Archer, Kathleen Lynch, Kathleen Andrews, Siobhan Frost, Leslie Caesar, Mary Elizabeth Thomas,
Dawn Tannian, Phil Carey, Alice Sheppard, Dave Jessop, Brendan Davern, Shay Murray, Ruby King, John Wildsmith,
Cecil Swampillai, Belinda Plummer, Marilyn Theodore, Veronica Savill, Levan Soloman, Patricia Procter, Philip Wilson,
Mary Hyde, King Charles, Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Eileen Wildsmith, Peter Fitzpatrick, Mark O’Connor,
Marie Marron, Carol-Ann Frost, Ada Barker, Ron Picardo, Kerry Blackburn, James Wilson, Audrey Potts, Rafael Pino,

Julius Fayiti, Anna Kelly, Justin, Margaret Downing, as well as others for whom we have been praying together recently.
Maureen Brown, and all who have died as a result of violence, war and conflict or

natural disaster.
Lloyd Amand, Michael Rossi, Donald Perrett, Mark Xavier, Baby
Flinn Peck, Frances Clark, Ray Davies, Eleanor Skelton, Dr Anthony Da Roza, George Lee, John De Vaux, Patrick
O’Mahoney, Carlos Fernandes, Margaret Byrne, William Richmond, Franklin Kline, Aniello Pirfo, William Lowe, Karol
Szymanski, Inno van den Berg
For the prevention of suicide. We pray that those who are struggling with
suicidal thoughts might find the support, care, and love they need in their community, and be open to the beauty of life. .

(Saturday) See inside newsletter for the timings of Exposition
5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s)
6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Holy Souls (St Joseph’s)
7.30pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Holy Souls (St Matthew’s)

Sunday 23rd See inside newsletter for the timings of Exposition
9.00am: Mass - Holy Souls (St Matthew’s)
11.00am: Mass - Holy Souls (St Joseph’s)
6.00pm: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Matthew’s)

Monday 24th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer
SS Andrew Dung-  10.00am: Mass - Holy Souls Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s)
Lac & Companions

Tuesday 25th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer
Feria 10.00am: Mass - Holy Souls - Followed By Rosary (St Joseph's)
Wednesday 26th NO PUBLIC MASS
Feria
Thursday 27th 6.00pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Feria 7.00pm: Mass - Holy Souls Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s)
Friday 28th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer
Feria 10.00am: Mass - Holy Souls (St Matthew’s)
Saturday 29th 9.00am:Mass - Holy Souls
Saturday Memorial
of the BVM 5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s)

6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Holy Souls (St Joseph’s)
Sunday 30th 9.00am: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Maithew’s)
First Sunday of 11.00am: Mass - Holy Souls (St Joseph’s)
Advent 6.00pm: Mass - Holy Souls (St Matthew'’s)

Parish Directory

Parish Priest: Fr Tom Mont%omery Email: tommont omery?rcdow .org.uk
Tel: 01923 840736 Emergency: 0757 455450

Deacon: Rev Hervé Boisson Email: herveboisson@rcdow.org.uk

Parish Office St Matthew’s St Joseph’s

Cheryl Myring Linda Grimes

Siobhan §

Tel: 01923 § 0736 Tel: 020 8428 0088

Email: northwood@rcdow.org.uk Email: carpenderspark@rcdow.org.uk
Catechetical Team Elvadia Tolputt Donna Osborne

northwoodcat@rcdow org.uk carpenderscatechist@rcdow.org.uk
Parish Safeguarding Colette Quirk & Elizabeth Scudder Awaiting Appointment
Representatives Email:

northwoodsg?safe ardrcdow.org.uk
northwoodsg2(@safeguardrcdow.org.uk

Or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk



