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Dear Parishioners 
This last week has been a busy week, but one that has given me a lot of joy. On Monday I took part in a session with St 

John’s Ambulance with half of our Confirmation Class (the other half will do it next week). It was giving training on CPR 

and how to use a defibrillator (which we have on the outside of St Matthew’s. I was very impressed at how our Confirmation 

Candidates engaged in the session and were already knowledgeable on some of the questions that were asked. They are a 

credit to our parishes and to their parents. 

On Tuesday, I seemed to spend the day in schools. That morning I attended the Hillingdon Deanery Meeting at The Douay 

Martyrs School. The November meeting is when we are joined by the Head teachers of the Catholic Schools in the deanery. 

It is a great occasion where clergy and church workers are able to hear about what is happening in our schools and the heads 

were also able to share experiences with each other. It was good to take the Head from St Joseph’s along too. We both then 

went straight to St Joseph’s school after our meeting because I was celebrating the Remembrance Mass for Year 5 that 

afternoon.  

One of the best things about being Parish Priest of St Joseph’s is our fantastic parish school. It is always a real joy when I go 

in, as I am greeted warmly by both staff and students, and the children are incredible in the way that they participate in 

worship, both in school and in church. We are very blessed to have a school that is so closely linked with our parish and who 

are willing to join in with parish activities. The generosity of the school in opening up on the Feast of Corpus Christi to 

enable us to have our Eucharistic Procession from church to the school. 

There has also been a tradition that in the run up to the Feast of Christ The King we have held the Quarant’Ore  (Forty Hours 

devotion) at St Matthew’s. The Forty Hours’ Devotion is a solemn period of continuous prayer and adoration of the Blessed 

Sacrament for approximately forty consecutive hours. (Although for practical reasons we are not going through the night so 

we are going over three days) It is one of the most profound expressions of Eucharistic worship in the Catholic tradition, 

designed to honour the Real Presence of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist and to offer reparation for sins. We didn’t hold it last 

year as I was trying to work out how best it could happen, so this year we are holding it again from Friday morning to 

Sunday evening.  

The Forty Hours’ Devotion invites the parish community to: 

 Offer reparation for sins and offenses against the Most Blessed Sacrament. 

 Pray for peace, conversion of hearts, and renewal of faith in the world. 

 Deepen love and reverence for the Eucharist—the source and summit of Christian life. 

 Spend personal time in quiet reflection and prayer before the Lord. 

Many graces are obtained through these hours of prayer, both for individuals and for the entire Church. As Pope St. John 

Paul II reminded the faithful, “The Eucharist is the heart of the Church, and it is around the Eucharist that the community of 

the Church is built.” 

All parishioners are warmly encouraged to participate in the upcoming Forty Hours’ Devotion. Let us take this sacred 

opportunity to draw close to our Eucharistic Lord, to intercede for the needs of our families, our parish, and the world, and to 

renew our faith in the abiding presence of Jesus Christ among us. 

With all my prayers and best wishes 

Fr Tom 

St Joseph’s Church  
111 Oxhey Drive,  

Watford  
WD19 7SW 

Parish Office Hours 
Tuesday, Thursday: 9.30am - 3.30pm 

You can make a 

donation to either  

parish by using the 

appropriate QR code. 



Sick & Retired Priests’ Fund  
Our second collection today will be in support of the Sick & Retired Priests’ Fund. 

Most priests offer their resignation as a parish priest at the age of 75, but many continue to serve their communities, working 
in our parishes, schools, hospitals and chaplaincies. We must ensure no priest is worried about meeting essential costs during 
their senior years and, as such, Cardinal Nichols and the Diocese of Westminster are committed to ensuring that no retired or 
sick priest is left without support.  Last year, the Diocese provided care to 73 retired priests, at a cost of £1,270,000.    

By giving a gift to the Sick & Retired Priests’ Fund today, you can help us to ensure all of our sick and retired priests are 
cared for at their time of need. The fund is used to meet essential costs, like making a flat accessible to a disabled priest, or 
that a priest has regular visits from a carer after undergoing surgery. 

If you took a donation envelope last weekend, please place it in the second collection today. If you do not have an envelope, 
there are some available in the pews and/or at the back of the church. The envelopes and posters feature a ‘QR Code’ that 
you can scan with a phone camera to give online. If you are able, please consider filling out section 4 on the envelope form, 
meaning you become a Patron and make a regular gift to support our sick and retired priests. By becoming a Patron, and 
assuring income to the fund, the Diocese can plan its continued care for our retired and sick priests.   

Thank you for your generosity and please remember to pray for our clergy, in active ministry, retired or ill. 

Christmas  Fayre Raffle Tickets 
Tickets for the Christmas Fayre raffle tickets are available to buy (and to take away to sell) after the Sunday Masses this 
weekend. 

Catholic Women's League 
We are a small, happy group of friendly ladies, who meet at St Joseph's Church, on the second Monday of the month at 2pm. 
We are part of the Westminster branch of the CWL. We have tea, biscuits, a raffle and chat about events we are organising 
and participate in  initiatives organised by the  main CWL body. We would welcome any new members to our 
group ,especially those from St Matthew's Church.  The next meeting is on Monday 8th December. (Entrance is using the 
side door of the church).  For more details contact any of the following: Ann Farrell  07922 836030, Breda Griffin 07738 
363932, Pauline James  07511 668812.   

The annual Over 60s Christmas Party organised by the CWL will take place in the hall at St Joseph’s on Saturday 29th 
November. Forms and details are available at the back of church. 

Good Books 
Our next Good Books meeting takes place on Wednesday 10th December (7 pm, Fr Bebb Room) .For our December meeting 
we are escaping hectic pre-Christmas London for the beautiful French city of Chartres to discuss "The Cleaner of Chartres" 
by Salley Vickers. January's pick is the food writer Nigel Slater's memoir "Toast". Interested but can't make the meetings? 
Email mrsjulieshelton@gmail.com to be included in the WhatsApp group! 

Mass Intentions 
The diary for Mass intentions for 2026 opens this week. To enable as many people as possible to be able to have a Mass 
Intention we have the following guidelines.  
Sunday Mass Intention - Fr  Tom under  Canon Law is obliged to offer  a Mass for  the People of the Par ishes that he 
has care of. To make this fair, this Mass is said in the following pattern.  
1st weekend of the month Saturday 6pm St Joseph’s 
2nd Weekend of the month Sunday 9.00am St Matthew’s 
3rd Weekend of the month Sunday 11.00am St Joseph’s 
4th Weekend of the month Sunday 6.00pm St Matthew’s 
(If there is a 5th Sunday of the month Fr Tom will allocate the Mass which is to be  for the People of the Parishes) 
To enable a range of Mass intentions, a Mass intention can only be offered on one Sunday in a month. 
Weekday Mass Intention A Mass intention can only be offered once in a week. (Please be considerate when requesting 
a Mass intention to allow others to also have their intention). 
Mass Intentions to be sent out of the parish. It is possible to have a Mass intention to be offered and said outside of the 
parish. These can be sent to those parishes that don’t have enough Mass intentions or to priests in Religious Communities or 
Seminaries. If you would like this to happen, (or happy for it to happen) then please indicate to the office. 
Mass Offerings. It is common when asking for  a Mass Intention to offer  a stipend. Although this goes towards helping 
the parish pay the priest, you are not ‘Buying a Mass’. If you were paying for a sacrament then that would be the sin of 
Simony. The diocese suggest a recommended offering of £10. Some people give more and if someone can’t afford that, then 
the Mass Intention and offering will be accepted (however small). 
Thank you for all your intentions and offerings. 

Month of the Holy Souls 
November is traditionally the month when we remember the Holy Souls. During that month all our Masses (apart from the 
People of the Parishes) will be offered for the Holy Souls. Envelopes are available at the back of church for you to put your 
list of names in with a donation towards a Mass stipend. All those list of names will be placed by the altar and remembered at 
Mass through the month of November.  Please return your envelope to the Parish Office or post through the Presbytery letter 
box  

Blessing of Graves 
The blessing of graves will take place at the following times. 

Woodcock Hill Cemetery: 16th November , 2pm 
Uxbridge & Hillingdon Cemetery: 23rd November , 1pm     
West Drayton Cemetery: 23rd November , 2pm 



Quarant’ore (40 hours devotions)   
 This will take place at St Matthew’s from Friday 21st November beginning in the morning and ending with Benediction 
after the 6.00pm Mass on Sunday 23rd November. 

First Holy Communion  
This Thursday we will have the next First Holy Communion Parents meeting in St Joseph’s Hall at 7.30pm 

Baptism Preparation Evening 
The next Preparation evening will be held on Thursday 11th December at 7.45pm in St Joseph’s Hall.! 

Planning to get Married? 
If you are planning to get married then please speak to Fr Tom. If you are getting married elsewhere, you still need to get 
permission from the bishop. It is best to have the paperwork done within six months of the wedding. Please don’t leave it 
until a couple of weeks before the wedding! 

News from Douay Martyrs School. 
Douay Martyrs School 18th November  . https://www.douaymartyrs.co.uk/101/announcements/announcement/73/sixth
-form-open-evening-tuesday-18th-november-6pm-8pm 

The school is advertising the following post Cover Supervisor  (Closing Date 11:59pm, 21st Nov 2025). More details can be 
found at https://mynewterm.com/school/The-Douay-Martyrs-Catholic-School/137925 

Icons of Hope’ 
There will be a short series of talks taking place on Monday evenings, 6.30pm – 8.00pm,at Vaughan House entitled ‘Icons of 
Hope, which will invite us to reflect on where we can find blessed hope in our lives. The final talk is on  
24th November,  given by Caroline Hull, National Director of Aid to the Church in Need  
Please register attendance beforehand with Warren Brown at catadmin@rcdow.org.uk.  

Talks at Allen Hall  
To celebrate the Jubilee Year and the 1700th anniversary of the Council of Nicaea,  the Diocesan Seminary at Allen Hall is  
hosting the final talk a series of talks on ‘Exploring the Theological Virtue of Hope and its Relation to the Nicene Creed’. 
This will be held on :Saturday 6th December: The theme will be Advent - The Great Season of Hope in which to 
Contemplate the Last Things. 

There will also be a focus on St Thomas More and our Douai Martyrs as witnesses to hope. The pattern for the afternoons is 
as follow: 

3pm  Talk (with opportunity for questions/discussion) 
4.30pm Refreshments 
5pm  Tour with explanation of Allen Hall’s history 
5.30pm      Sung Vespers with devotions to the Martyrs including veneration of St Cuthbert Mayne’s relic – ending by  
  approx. 6pm. 

The talk is open to anyone. However, because of available space, numbers will be limited to around 50. You are welcome to 
come just for the talk. To reserve a place for the talks, kindly email Monica Ruiz Herrera at parector@rcdow.org.uk by the 
Wednesday before each talk at the latest. 

COULD YOU BE A FOUNDATION GOVERNOR AT A CATHOLIC SCHOOL?  
Foundation Governors are appointed in the name of the Archbishop and form the majority of the governing body of a 
Catholic school. They have a legal duty to preserve and develop the Catholic character of the school and to ensure that the 
school is conducted in accordance with its trust deed.  

Governing boards have three core functions:  
1. Ensuring clarity of vision, ethos and strategic direction;  
2.  Holding executive leaders to account for the educational performance of the organisation and its pupils, and the 

performance management of staff;  
3. Overseeing the financial performance of the organisation and making sure its money is well spent.  
The ministry of Foundation Governor is an important one, because the Catholic character of our schools depends on 
committed Catholics being willing to undertake this service. The Archbishop is therefore very appreciative of all those who 
offer to assist him in this vital task. Because of our baptism, all Christians are all called to serve the Church’s mission.  

General Criteria:  
To become or remain a foundation governor, a person must be and remain: a practising Catholic; providing education for his 
or her own children, if of school age, in a Catholic school or college (unless exceptional circumstances apply); able to give 
priority of attendance at meetings of the governing body to ensure representation of the Archbishop; in possession of a valid 
DBS disclosure certificate. To become or remain a foundation governor, a person must not be disqualified from becoming or 
remaining a governor in accordance with: the current School Government Regulations (or the college’s Instrument of 
Government); the Charities Acts; and the Criminal Justice and Court Services Act 2000.  

Specific Criteria:  
In respect of the school or college for which a person is or is to be a foundation governor, he or she must not at any time be: 
related to any member of the school or college staff, teaching or non-teaching; related to any governor whether elected, 
appointed or ex-officio, of the school or college; employed (whether as a teacher or otherwise) at the school. A person (other 
than the parish priest) will not normally be re-appointed as a foundation governor of a particular school or college if he or she 
has just completed three consecutive terms on that particular governing body. 

If you are interested in becoming a governor of our parish primary school of St Joseph’s please send an initial email to the 
Headteacher admin@stjosephs775.herts.sch.uk 
The Douay Martyrs (Secondary) School is also in need of new governors. If you would like to arrange an informal 
chat with the Headteacher then contact her by email office@douaymartyrs.co.uk 



Bishops meet in Leeds for their Autumn Plenary 2025  
The Catholic Bishops of England and Wales gathered at Hinsley Hall in the Diocese of 
Leeds for their autumn plenary meeting from 10-13 November 2025. 

Statements were issued on assisted suicide and abortion, and environmental matters. A 
resolution was made on the Great Jubilee 2033. Video interviews are available on Life 
Issues (Archbishop John Sherrington) Prisons (Bishop Richard Moth), CAFOD’s work in 
Zimbabwe (Bishop Stephen Wright), and a plenary reflection from Cardinal Vincent 
Nichols.  

One day was dedicated to updates and discussion on the work of the six departments of 
the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales. As is customary, the bishops 
spent significant time discussing safeguarding in the Church and the vital work that is 
carried out to continually improve practices and procedures to ensure that every person 
who comes into contact with the Church is safe. 

The work continues on two important aspects of the Church’s mission, Synodality and its expression in the life of the Church 
in England and Wales, and the lay ministries of Lector, Acolyte and Catechist. Both were discussed at length and will be 
progressed in the coming months. The bishops also met privately with the Apostolic Nuncio to Great Britain, His Excellency 
Archbishop Miguel Maury Buendía. The next in-person plenary meeting will be a week-long retreat at the Venerable English 
College’s Villa Palazzola just outside Rome in April 2026. 

Life Issues 

The dignity and protection of human life was central to the bishops’ discussions during the week, particularly parliamentary 
moves to legalise assisted suicide and decriminalise abortion up to birth in some cases. 

In a video interview, Archbishop John Sherrington, Archbishop of Liverpool and Lead Bishop for Life Issues, said: 

“Hope has not been lost, but 2025 is marked by an assault on human life, both at its beginning and at the end, and that’s why 
the bishops have spent time focusing on the two bills in the House of Lords at the present time: the Terminally Ill Adults (End 
of Life) Bill and the Crime and Policing Bill.” 

You can watch the interview with Archbishop Sherrington here. , https://www.cbcew.org.uk/assisted-suicide-and-abortion
-life-issues-statement/ 

Environment 

In a short post-plenary statement, the Bishops of England and Wales call on the government to support the Fossil Fuel Non-
Proliferation Treaty campaign that will be presented during the COP30 (30th UN Climate Change Agreement) negotiations, 
taking place from 6-21 November in Belém, Brazil. They argue that there is an urgent need for a binding commitment to end 
the expansion of new coal, oil and gas projects – and to accelerate a global transition away from fossil fuels. 

Great Jubilee 2033 

The bishops are planning several events in the lead up to this significant occasion, including the next National Eucharistic 
Congress, Adoremus, in London in October 2026. 

Another key moment in the life of the Catholic Church will be the 200th anniversary of the Catholic Relief Act of 1829 that 
led to emancipation, which, Cardinal Nichols explains, “enabled Catholics again to take our place in society, to be servants in 
society, and to play our part in the common good and social cohesion of society.” 

You can watch Cardinal Nichols’ reflection on the plenary and the events leading up to the Great Jubilee of 2033 here.https://
www.cbcew.org.uk/autumn-plenary-reflection-cardinal-nichols/ 

Updates from CAFOD and Missio 

Presentations on the work of CAFOD and Missio were given by Christine Allen and Fr Anthony Chantry respectively. 

Director of CAFOD Christine Allen updated the bishops on CAFOD’s global workstreams including in Zimbabwe where 
Bishop Stephen Wright of Hexham and Newcastle, Chair of the Catholic aid and development charity, made a visit in 
October 2025. He later spoke to the bishops about his experiences and discusses them in this video https://
www.cbcew.org.uk/bishop-wright-zimbabwe/  

Bishop Wright said: 

“It was a great privilege to see the CAFOD projects, they were truly inspiring. I had the joy of visiting three primary schools 
and a maternity unit. Jesus said we would find him in the poorest of the poor, and so we do. CAFOD speaks about nobody 
being beyond reach, and truly in that remote part of Zimbabwe, they are not beyond reach. What you can see is the love of the 
Lord being shared with others and, in those small steps, you can see the huge impact that it has on their lives.” 

Prisons 

Bishop Richard Moth, Bishop of Arundel and Brighton and Lead Bishop for Prisons, praised the ongoing work of prison 
chaplains in the development of prisoners’ engagement with their faith. Ensuring prisoners have access to the chapel for 
prayer and worship has long been a priority for the bishops. 

In a video interview recorded after plenary, Bishop Moth said: 

“We have our right to worship, and so exercising that right to be able to attend Mass and other services in chapel is really 
important for those in prison. It’s really important that time in chapel is recognised by the prison system as time well spent, as 
a valuable way of spending some of your time in the prison system.” You can watch the video here https://
www.cbcew.org.uk/bishop-moth-on-the-churchs-role-in-supporting-those-involved-in-the-criminal-justice-system/   

Statements and Resolutions 



Position  Location Closing Date 

Parish Cook for 3 months (potential to extend)  Burnt Oak Parish 17th November 

Finance Manager Vaughan House (Victoria) 21st November 

Parish Cleaner Millwall Parish 24th November 

Justice and Peace Coordinator  Vaughan House (Victoria) 28th November 

Deputy Data Protection Officer Vaughan House (Victoria) 28th November 

Assistant to the Data Protection Officer Vaughan House (Victoria) 28th November 

Administrator/Bookkeeper Clapton Parish 5th December 
Building Surveyor Hendon 5th December 
Parish Administrator Dollis Hill Parish 5th December 
Regular Giving Officer Vaughan House (Victoria) 5th December 
Parish Grants Officer Vaughan House (Victoria) 5th December 
Healthcare & Wellbeing Coordinator Various 5th December 

St Matthew's Christmas Fayre: 
Saturday 29 November, 11 am - 2 pm . St Matthew’s needs YOU! Can you help? Please see the lists in the porch and sign up 
if you can lend a hand setting up on Friday afternoon, running the stalls or kitchen on Saturday or cleaning up afterwards. 
Many hands make light work! We are also now taking in goods to sell. Please place your donations in the blue crates in the 
porch or deliver them to the office.  
Yes please to: 
 unopened bottles (of anything – shampoo, ketchup, alcohol…) 
unopened cosmetics and toiletries 
unused unwanted gifts 
books in good condition 
hand-crafted gifts No thank you to bric-à-brac 

Please plan to bring in cakes, preserves etc. on the Friday evening or Saturday morning. 

If you are able to offer a prize for the Grand Draw, please see the list of suggestions in the porch or add  a description of your 
donation. 

THANK YOU IN ADVANCE FOR YOUR GENEROSITY! Posters and Flyers are available to display at home. 

Assisted Suicide and Abortion – Life Issues Statement 

2025 is marked by an assault on the value of human life. 
The Bishops of England and Wales express deep sadness at the continued passage through Parliament of the Terminally Ill 
Adults (End of Life) Bill which could legalise assisted suicide. If passed by both Houses, this act would devalue life and put 
the lives of the vulnerable at risk. We have expressed our concerns on many occasions, highlighting the danger of coercive 
control and the pressure that will be put on vulnerable people who are ill, as well as the threat to the survival of care homes 
and hospices who oppose this legislation, especially where the mission and values of those institutions would prevent them 
from facilitating assisted suicide. 
We are also alarmed by the amendment to the Crime and Policing Bill which proposes to decriminalise abortion up to birth in 
some circumstances. This amendment will further endanger the life of the unborn child. 
The laws of our country should give special attention to the vulnerable, especially the unborn child and the terminally ill 
patient. They should protect life, preserve human dignity and promote the common good. Assisted suicide and the proposed 
decriminalisation of abortion up to birth in some circumstances are directly contrary to these aims. 
We would like to thank wholeheartedly all those who continue to work to prevent these laws being passed, whether by letter-
writing, lobbying or prayer. We ask Catholics and others who share our values to continue to work and pray for the defeat of 
the Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill. We also ask you to offer support to those parliamentarians who are attempting to 
overturn the amendment to the Crime and Policing Bill which decriminalises abortion up to birth in some circumstances. 
We commend the work of those who endeavour to rebuild a culture of life in England and Wales, and we pray for the success 
of that work. This includes those who care assiduously and with love for the terminally ill and the dying. 
We will continue to stand up for the dignity of all human life from conception to natural death. We will accompany the most 
vulnerable, whatever circumstances or challenges they face, for “The love of Christ urges us on” (2 Corinthians 5:14). 

Environmental Matters 

The Catholic Bishops of England and Wales ask the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland to support the Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty campaign that will be presented during the COP30 (30th UN 
Climate Change Agreement) negotiations, taking place from 6-21 November in Belém, Brazil. The need for a binding 
commitment to end the expansion of new coal, oil and gas projects – and to accelerate a global transition away from fossil 
fuels is urgent. 
Currently, a bloc of seventeen countries, consisting mainly of island nations which are under threat of rising sea levels due to 
climate change, are leading the campaign for a Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty. These small island nations who, in a 
dark irony, are the least cause of global warming, need our support. 

Great Jubilee 2033 

The Bishops’ Conference asks that a Reference Group be established to consider the main themes of the Great Jubilee of 
2033. This should include the anniversary of Catholic Emancipation in 2029 and other intermediate events leading up to 
2033. This will require the support of Directorates across the Secretariat of the Bishops’ Conference. 

Job opportunities in the Diocese 
The following vacancies are being advertised on the diocesan website https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/ 



Lamp Prayer Intentions  

(St Matthew’s)  
Blessed Sacrament   
Norman Figueiredo (Intns) 

Our Lady   
Pray for Victorio & Carmella 

(St Joseph’s ) 
Blessed Sacrament   

Maurice & Florence Rodrigo + John Crowle RIP 

Our Lady   

Bishop Hudson looks forward to his Installation as Bishop of Plymouth 
Ahead of his installation on Saturday 29 November, Bishop Nicholas Hudson speaks to us about his new appointment as 
Bishop of Plymouth. The Diocese of Plymouth has been waiting a long time for a bishop. With the installation date fast 
approaching, Bishop Hudson is looking forward to his new ministry. 

Father’s West Country roots 
His father came from an army family, and when he was very young, the family left India and settled in the West Country. 
They lived first in Parkstone, Poole, and then in Crownhill, Plymouth. His father was at school in Yelverton, then Clifton. 
Reflecting on his appointment, Bishop Hudson said: “I’m very excited. I’m aware that the diocese has been waiting a long 
time for a bishop and I can’t wait to begin.” 
A listening bishop 

In any diocese you have a spectrum of the generations, all sorts of people from all sorts of backgrounds and places. Asked 
how he is hoping to relate to the old, the young, and everything in between, Bishop Hudson emphasised his commitment to 
listening. “I want to be a listening bishop, and I want to make a real priority of listening from the outset. I want to listen in a 
special way to the clergy, of course. But I also want to be able to listen to people from across the generations.” 

In his former diocese of Westminster, he spent a lot of time with young people, going with them to different parts of the 
world for World Youth Day, and different pilgrimages. He found it very important just to spend time with them. In 
Plymouth, he wants to give time to the young people and really to get to know how they see themselves contributing to the 
life of the Church. People have always said that Bishop Hudson is a good listener. During the 12 years that he was an 
auxiliary bishop in Westminster, he had 55 parishes, which took him a while to get to know. His style there was to meet with 
the key people in each of the parishes, not just the clergy, but also lay people who had particularly significant roles, and to 
listen to their hopes for the parish and how it could deepen and develop its mission. This will be very much his style in 
Plymouth. He explained: “In terms of how one structures it, I think going to deaneries is first. That already gives one 
different areas of the diocese to begin to get impressions of, and then I’ll need to develop a strategy to see how I can 
systematically listen to the diocese across the board.” 

One diocesan family across three counties 
Asked about the key challenges and opportunities for the Catholic community in this region, Bishop Hudson identified 
building one diocesan family as a priority: 

“I think that the key challenge will be to develop our sense of being one family, one diocesan family across the three 
counties. But I’m also aware that I am the new one coming into this community and that I’ll need to ask people what it is like 
to live this reality. What’s it like if you come from Penzance and how do you feel in relation to Poole and what it means to 
belong to such a huge community? But I do hope that the years that I’m in Plymouth, I’ll be able to build that sense of 
community along with other people.” 

Hope in the Jubilee Year 

As the Church celebrates the Jubilee Year of Hope, and with the installation just weeks away, what does ‘hope’ mean to 
Bishop Hudson as he takes up this new role? 

“Hope means a lot to me, and I’ve always felt that hope is something that I have deep in my heart. I think all the years I’ve 
been a priest and a bishop, I’ve always wanted to communicate a sense of hope, and that’s a hope in the Lord himself. 

“There’s this wonderful line that St. Paul uses in his letter to Timothy when he says, ‘I know who it is whom I have put my 
trust in.’ It always strikes me that the words from the Psalm, which I’ve taken for my own motto, which is ‘In Te Domine 
Speramus’, which is of course ‘In you, Lord, we hope’, is often translated as ‘In you, Lord, we trust’. 

“Trust and hope are very close, and as I prepare myself to begin to be the Bishop of Plymouth, I’m looking forward to 
communicating that dual sense of trust and hope.” 

Devotion to the Saints 

Bishop Hudson is very excited that he is being installed on the feast day of one of the two patron saints of the diocese – St 
Cuthbert Mayne. The feast day of the other patron saint, St Boniface, is celebrated on 5 June. 

Bishop Hudson also spoke warmly about St Carlo Acutis, who was canonised earlier this year: 

“I think the time that I’m in Plymouth, people will often hear me talking about St. Carlo Acutis. I think he’s a saint for all of 
us and in a special way for children and young people. 

“I will be asking his intercession, newly canonised as he is, his intercession along with our patron saints for the Diocese of 
Plymouth.” 

Installation details 

Bishop Nicholas Hudson will be installed Bishop of Plymouth in the city’s Cathedral Church of St Mary and St Boniface on 
Saturday 29 November 2025. 



Readings at  Sunday Mass 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Straighten up and raise your heads, 
because your redemption is drawing near..  
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Gospel                           Luke 21:5-19 

The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

At that time: While some were speaking of the Temple, how 
it was adorned with noble stones and offerings, Jesus said, 
‘As for these things that you see, the days will come when 
there will not be left here one stone upon another that will 
not be thrown down.’ And they asked him, ‘Teacher, when 
will these things be, and what will be the sign when these 
things are about to take place?’ And he said, ‘See that you 
are not led astray. For many will come in my name, saying, 
“I am he!” and, “The time is at hand!” Do not go after them. 
And when you hear of wars and tumults, do not be terrified, 
for these things must first take place, but the end will not be 
at once.’ 

Then he said to them, ‘Nation will rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom. There will be great earthquakes, 
and in various places famines and pestilences. And there 
will be terrors and great signs from heaven. But before all 
this they will lay their hands on you and persecute you, 
delivering you up to the synagogues and prisons, and you 
will be brought before kings and governors for my name’s 
sake. This will be your opportunity to bear witness. Settle it, 
therefore in your minds, not to meditate beforehand how to 
answer, for I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which none 
of your adversaries will be able to withstand or contradict. 
You will be delivered up even by parents and brothers and 
sisters, and relatives and friends, and some of you they will 
put to death. You will be hated by all for my name’s sake. 
But not a hair of your head will perish. By your endurance 
you will gain your lives.’ 

The Gospel of The Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

First reading                      Malachi 4:1-2a 

Behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all 
the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble. The day that is 
coming shall set them ablaze, says the Lord of hosts, so that 
it will leave them neither root nor branch. But for you who 
fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with 
healing in its wings. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 Responsorial Psalm   Ps 98(97):5-6. 7-8a. 8b-9b. 9cd. ℟ cf. 9 

The Lord comes to judge the peoples with fairness. 

Sing psalms to the Lord with the harp, 
with the harp and the sound of song. 
With trumpets and the sound of the horn, 
raise a shout before the King, the Lord.  

The Lord comes to judge the peoples with fairness. 

Let the sea and all within it thunder; 
the world, and those who dwell in it. 
Let the rivers clap their hands.  

The Lord comes to judge the peoples with fairness. 

The hills ring out their joy 
at the presence of the Lord, for he comes. 
He comes to judge the earth.  

The Lord comes to judge the peoples with fairness. 

He will judge the world with justice, 
and the peoples with fairness.  

The Lord comes to judge the peoples with fairness. 

Second reading                     2 Thessalonians 3:7-12 

Brothers and Sisters: You know how you ought to imitate 
us, because we were not idle when we were with you, nor 
did we eat anyone’s bread without paying for it, but with toil 
and labour we worked night and day, that we might not be a 
burden to any of you. It was not because we do not have that 
right, but to give you in ourselves an example to imitate. For 
even when we were with you, we would give you this 
command: If anyone is not willing to work, let him not eat. 
For we hear that some among you walk in idleness, not busy 
at work, but busybodies. Now such persons we command 
and encourage in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work 
quietly and to earn their own living. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Quarant'ore  

We will hold our 40 Hours Devotion on from Friday 21st November 

until Sunday 23rd November. The timings will be as follows. 

Friday. 10.00 Mass followed by silent exposition.  

12 noon Midday Prayer. 6.00pm Evening Prayer.  

7.00pm Mass. 9.45pm Night Prayer (Church Closes at 10.00pm). 

Saturday  (Church opens for exposition at 7.00am)  

8.30am Morning Prayer. 10.30am Mass. 12 noon Midday Prayer. 

6.00pm Evening Prayer. 7.30pm Mass. 9.45pm Night Prayer (Church 

Closes at 10.00pm). 

Sunday (Church opens for exposition at 7.00am) 8.30am Morning Prayer. 9.00am Mass.  

12 noon Midday Prayer. 5.30pm Evening Prayer. 6.00pm Mass and Benediction.  

Sacrament of Reconciliation. On Thursday and Fr iday there will be extra oppor tunity to make your  confession in the 

half hour after the morning and evening Mass.  

Please do sign up to watch with The Lord. 



Please join us in praying for those who are sick and those who have died: 
Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which  

are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.  

For those who are sick: Mary Vaughan Helen Jones, Sinead Ceasar , Gilda Kumarathasan,  
Georgette Gornall,  Ann Archer, Kathleen Lynch, Kathleen Andrews, Siobhan Frost, Leslie Caesar, Mary Elizabeth Thomas, 
Dawn Tannian, Phil Carey, Alice Sheppard, Dave Jessop, Brendan Davern, Shay Murray, Ruby King, John Wildsmith,  
Cecil Swampillai, Belinda Plummer, Marilyn Theodore, Veronica Savill, Levan Soloman, Patricia Procter,  Philip Wilson, 
Mary Hyde, King Charles, Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Eileen Wildsmith, Peter Fitzpatrick, Mark O’Connor,  
Marie Marron, Carol-Ann Frost, Ada Barker, Ron Picardo, Kerry Blackburn, James Wilson, Audrey Potts,  Rafael Pino, 
Julius Fayiti,  Anna Kelly, Justin, Margaret Downing,  as well as others for whom we have been praying together recently.  
For those who have died recently: Maureen Brown, Mary Daly and all who have died as a result of violence, war and 
conflict or natural disaster.  

For those whose anniversary occurs around this time: Cecily Gibson, Vincent O’Connor, Margaret Kirby, Concetta 
Mattera, Marie Hicks, Charles Thacker, Patrick Harrington, Florinda Delima, Bridget Flynn, Patrick Cusack, Margaretta 
Levene, Evelyn Barby, Josephine Nahas, Lloyd Amand, Michael Rossi. 
Pope’s Prayer Intention for November For the prevention of suicide. We pray that those who are struggling with 
suicidal thoughts might find the support, care, and love they need in their community, and be open to the beauty of life. . 

Worship this week 
Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to have a Mass intention (or lamp prayer intention) for a particular date. 

Parish Directory   
Parish Priest: Fr Tom Montgomery Email: tommontgomery@rcdow.org.uk 

Tel: 01923 840736 Emergency: 07576 455450             
Deacon: Rev Hervé Boisson Email: herveboisson@rcdow.org.uk 

Parish Office St Matthew’s 
Cheryl Myring 
Siobhan Hogg 
Tel: 01923 840736 
Email: northwood@rcdow.org.uk 

St Joseph’s 
Linda Grimes 
 
Tel: 020 8428 0088  
Email: carpenderspark@rcdow.org.uk 

Catechetical Team Elvadia Tolputt 
northwoodcat@rcdow.org.uk 

Donna Osborne 
carpenderscatechist@rcdow.org.uk 

Colette Quirk & Elizabeth Scudder 
Email: 
northwoodsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  

Awaiting Appointment Parish Safeguarding  
Representatives  

Or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk  

(Saturday)  5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday -  Holy Souls       

Sunday 16th  9.00am: Mass - Holy Souls (St Matthew’s) 

33rd Sunday in 11.00am: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Joseph’s)  
Ordinary Time 6.00pm: Mass - Holy Souls (St Matthew’s)           

Monday 17th  9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   

S Hilda of Whitby 10.00am: Mass -  Holy Souls  Followed By Rosary  (St Matthew’s) 
      

Tuesday 18th  9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   

Dedication of the 10.00am: Mass - Holy Souls - Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s)  
Basilicas of SS Peter & Paul 

Wednesday 19th   NO PUBLIC MASS  
Feria    

Thursday 20th 6.00pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

Feria   7.00pm: Mass - Holy Souls Followed By Rosary  (St Joseph’s) 

Friday 21st   See inside newsletter for the timings of Exposition  09:15 Rosary 09:40 Morning Prayer   

Presentation  10.00am: Mass - Holy Souls  (St Matthew’s)    
of the BVM  7.00pm: Mass - Holy Souls    

Saturday 22nd See inside newsletter for the timings of Exposition    
S Cecilia  10.30am:Mass - Holy Souls (St Matthew’s) 
   11.00am - 11.50am: Confessions (St Matthew’s) 

   5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday -  Holy Souls (St Joseph’s) 
   7.30pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday -  Holy Souls (St Matthew’s)       

Sunday 23rd  See inside newsletter for the timings of Exposition    
   9.00am: Mass - Holy Souls (St Matthew’s) 

Christ the King 11.00am: Mass - Holy Souls (St Joseph’s)  
   6.00pm: Mass - People of the Parishes Holy Souls (St Matthew’s)       
  

 

   


