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Dear Parishioners 
This weekend, as we gather on Advent Sunday, the Church invites us into a new liturgical year and into one of the most 
cherished and spiritually rich seasons we celebrate: Advent. Though often overshadowed by early Christmas festivities, 
Advent stands on its own as a time of profound reflection, joyful expectation, and renewed hope. It is a season that 
encourages us to pause, to breathe, and to remember that God enters our lives gently, quietly, and lovingly—just as He 
entered the world in Bethlehem. 

The word Advent comes from the Latin adventus, meaning “coming” or “arrival.” Throughout the next four weeks, we turn 
our hearts toward three comings of Christ: His coming in history at His birth, His coming in mystery through the sacraments 
and everyday grace, and His coming in majesty at the end of time. These three dimensions give Advent a richness that no 
other season quite matches. It is both a time of remembrance and of promise—a journey that looks back with gratitude and 
forward with anticipation. 
On this first Sunday of Advent, we light the first candle of the Advent wreath, traditionally known as the Candle of Hope. Its 
gentle flame reminds us that even the smallest light can dispel darkness. In a world where many carry heavy burdens—
illness, uncertainty, loneliness, or grief—Advent calls us to hold onto the promise that Christ’s light is never extinguished. 
God’s love is stronger than any darkness we face. 
The Scripture readings for Advent Sunday often echo this theme of watchfulness and preparation. Jesus urges us to “stay 
awake” and be ready, not with anxiety but with trust and attentiveness. This invitation is not meant to frighten us but to 
awaken us to God’s ongoing presence in our daily lives. It is easy, in the busyness of modern life, to drift spiritually—
rushing from task to task, distracted by noise, or overwhelmed by responsibilities. Advent patiently calls us back. It says: 
slow down, lift your eyes, and notice how God is already at work around you and within you. 

This season offers a beautiful opportunity to renew our prayer life. Even a few minutes of quiet each day—lighting a candle, 
reading a short Scripture passage, praying the Rosary, or simply sitting in silence—can reorient our hearts. Families might 
consider praying around the Advent wreath, blessing an Advent calendar, or reading a short reflection together each evening. 
Small practices, done faithfully, open us to God’s grace in powerful ways. 
Advent is also a season that encourages us to reconnect with the virtues of hope, peace, joy, and love, symbolized by the four 
candles of the wreath. These virtues are not abstract ideas; they are lived realities. We cultivate hope when we trust in God 
despite challenges. We cultivate peace when we forgive and seek reconciliation. We cultivate joy when we recognize God’s 
gifts in daily life. And we cultivate love when we give of ourselves generously. 
The Church also calls us during Advent to acts of service and charity, especially toward those who may feel forgotten or 
alone. A phone call to someone homebound, a warm coat donated to a local shelter, participation in a parish giving tree, or 
even a simple gesture of kindness can make Christ’s presence felt in the lives of others. Advent prepares us not only for the 
birth of Jesus in a manger, but for His birth in our hearts and in our communities. 

Of course, Advent unfolds alongside the familiar preparations for Christmas—shopping, decorating, wrapping, baking, and 
planning gatherings. These things can certainly bring joy, but it is helpful to hold them in balance. Advent invites us to enter 
Christmas not exhausted or spiritually empty, but renewed, centered, and filled with meaning. When we allow Advent to 
shape our hearts, Christmas becomes more than a holiday; it becomes an encounter with the living Christ. 
As we embark on this sacred season, let us ask God for the grace to embrace it fully. Let us welcome moments of quiet 
reflection amid the noise, openness amid routine, generosity amid stress, and prayer amid busyness. May this first Sunday of 
Advent be a true beginning—a fresh start not only to a new liturgical year but to a deeper relationship with Christ. 
Let us walk together as a parish community with expectant hearts. Let our homes, our conversations, and our worship reflect 
the hope that Christ brings. May the candle we light this Sunday inspire us to be bearers of light in our world, sharing 
compassion, encouragement, and faith wherever it is needed. 

As we journey toward Christmas, may the Lord deepen our longing for Him and fill our lives with the hope that never 
disappoints. 

Come, Lord Jesus. Come into our hearts, our families, our parish, and our world. 

With all my prayers and best wishes 

Fr Tom 

St Joseph’s Church  
111 Oxhey Drive,  

Watford  
WD19 7SW 

Parish Office Hours 
Tuesday, Thursday: 9.30am - 3.30pm 

You can make a 

donation to either  

parish by using the 

appropriate QR code. 



A HUGE THANK YOU 
This weekend has been extremely busy in both our parishes. At St Matthew’s there was the Christmas Fayre which saw a 
very hard working team setting things up, helping during the event and clearing up afterwards. Thank you to all who have 
donated items for the fayre and for the Grand Draw. At St Joseph’s there was the annual Over 60’s Christmas Party 
organised by the Catholic Women’s League (who have been working hard all week). Both were wonderful occasions and 
would not have happened if it wasn’t for the dedicated volunteers. THANK YOU ALL SO MUCH  
Here are some photos from the events. 

Fr Tom called in to see how the party had gone and is 
pictured with all the hard workers who had not had 
their lunch yet. 

After the guests had lunch they then got on the dance 
floor - before the raffle was drawn! 

A special visitor called in 
to draw the Grand Draw 
at the Christmas Fayre. 
Congratulations to those 
who won. The Parish 
Office will be in touch 
with the winners. 

The fun goes on! 
If you were unable to make the Christmas Fayre, you can still join in after the 9.00am 
Mass. The November 200 club draw takes place and there are a selection of gifts, cakes 
and other things available for sale.  
SILENT AUCTION OF TWO VINTAGE DESIGNER SILK SCARVES 
Bids are invited for each of the following: 
1. 90 cm X 90 cm Hermès scarf, Cheval Fleuri design, French Navy. Excellent 

condition. Estimated value in excess of £350. 
2. Valentino silk scarf, slightly marked. Offers invited. 

Please email elvadiatolputt@rcdow.org.uk to arrange to view.  Bids should be in writing with your contact details and 
submitted to the office by noon on Friday 5 December. Successful bids will be acknowledged by noon on Monday 8 
December. 

The Repositories 
Both our repositories have a large range of things 
for Advent and Christmas. If you need a religious 
Advent Calendar then get one today. If you want 
Christmas Cards that show the reason for the 
season, then they have a great selection.   

Christmas Crib 
As well as the usual donations to the Catholic 
Children’s Society, it will be possible to have a red 
lamp burning by the Christmas Crib over the 
Octave of Christmas for a particular intention. Each 
lamp will be labelled with the intention it burns for. 
We ask for a donation of at least £10 per lamp. 
Please contact the parish office at the church where 
you would like to have your lamp burn. 



Douay Martyrs School. 
Each year Douay Martyrs School holds a Christmas Lunch for Senior Citizens. They have sent invites out to local parishes. If 
you would like to go on Friday 12th December (2.00pm - 4.30pm) please tell Fr Tom or the Parish Office. Transport can be 
arranged if needed. 

Douay Martyrs have also initiated the Donate a Gift Bauble Appeal. Baubles on the Christmas Tree have stickers with gifts 
for the children. Staff have been invited to take a sticker and buy the gift which will be passed to The Children's Participation 
team in Hillingdon. (The team work with Hillingdon’s looked after children aged 6-18 and care experienced young people 
aged 18-25). If you would like to make a Christmas gift to a child in Care then either contact Fr Tom or the Head of Catholic 
Life at Douay Martyrs, Maxine Potgieter MPotgieter@douaymartyrs.co.uk The deadline will be for gift donations is  
Monday 15th December. Fr Tom would be able take them to school for you. 

Talks at Allen Hall  
To celebrate the Jubilee Year and the 1700th anniversary of the Council of Nicaea,  the Diocesan Seminary at Allen Hall is  
hosting the final talk a series of talks on ‘Exploring the Theological Virtue of Hope and its Relation to the Nicene Creed’. 
This will be held on :Saturday 6th December: The theme will be Advent - The Great Season of Hope in which to 
Contemplate the Last Things. 

There will also be a focus on St Thomas More and our Douai Martyrs as witnesses to hope. The pattern for the afternoons is 
as follow: 

3pm  Talk (with opportunity for questions/discussion) 
4.30pm Refreshments 
5pm  Tour with explanation of Allen Hall’s history 
5.30pm      Sung Vespers with devotions to the Martyrs including veneration of St Cuthbert Mayne’s relic – ending by  
  approx. 6pm. 

The talk is open to anyone. However, because of available space, numbers will be limited to around 50. You are welcome to 
come just for the talk. To reserve a place for the talks, kindly email Monica Ruiz Herrera at parector@rcdow.org.uk by the 
Wednesday before each talk at the latest. 

Good Books 
Our next Good Books meeting takes place on Wednesday 10th December (7 pm, Fr Bebb Room) .For our December meeting 
we are escaping hectic pre-Christmas London for the beautiful French city of Chartres to discuss "The Cleaner of Chartres" 
by Salley Vickers. January's pick is the food writer Nigel Slater's memoir "Toast". Interested but can't make the meetings? 
Email mrsjulieshelton@gmail.com to be included in the WhatsApp group! 

Baptism Preparation Evening 
The next Preparation evening will be held on Thursday 11th December at 7.45pm in St Joseph’s Hall. 

The 4th Annual St Luke’s Advent Morning of Recollectionn 
This will take place on Saturday, 13 December. This year they are welcoming Clement Harrold, a contributor and partner of 
the St. Paul Center, USA, who will help them reflect on the deeper meaning of this Christmas season:  “The Greatest History 
Ever Told: Advent Hope for a Hurting World”. Talks begin at 11:30 am in the church, to conclude at 1:15 pm.  A light lunch, 
coffee and tea will be served in the Parish Centre at the break. 
Clement is a young British  man who studied in the US at Franciscan University in Steubenville (B.A in Theology, 
Philosophy and Classics)  and later at Notre Dame where he focused on the history of Christianity.  He has since returned to 
the UK and is living in Wiltshire.  Besides writing for various publications here and in the US, Clement continues to work 
with Dr. Scott Hahn and the St. Paul's Center for Biblical Theology. A number of their discussions can be found on 
Youtube.  

Mass Intentions 
The diary for Mass intentions for 2026 is open. To enable as many people as possible to be able to have a Mass Intention we 
have the following guidelines.  
Sunday Mass Intention - Fr  Tom under  Canon Law is obliged to offer  a Mass for  the People of the Par ishes that he 
has care of. To make this fair, this Mass is said in the following pattern.  
1st weekend of the month Saturday 6pm St Joseph’s 
2nd Weekend of the month Sunday 9.00am St Matthew’s 
3rd Weekend of the month Sunday 11.00am St Joseph’s 
4th Weekend of the month Sunday 6.00pm St Matthew’s 
(If there is a 5th Sunday of the month Fr Tom will allocate the Mass which is to be  for the People of the Parishes) 
To enable a range of Mass intentions, a Mass intention can only be offered on one Sunday in a month. 
Weekday Mass Intention A Mass intention can only be offered once in a week. (Please be considerate when requesting 
a Mass intention to allow others to also have their intention). 
Mass Intentions to be sent out of the parish. It is possible to have a Mass intention to be offered and said outside of the 
parish. These can be sent to those parishes that don’t have enough Mass intentions or to priests in Religious Communities or 
Seminaries. If you would like this to happen, (or happy for it to happen) then please indicate to the office. 
Mass Offerings. It is common when asking for  a Mass Intention to offer  a stipend. Although this goes towards helping 
the parish pay the priest, you are not ‘Buying a Mass’. If you were paying for a sacrament then that would be the sin of 
Simony. The diocese suggest a recommended offering of £10. Some people give more and if someone can’t afford that, then 
the Mass Intention and offering will be accepted (however small). 
Thank you for all your intentions and offerings. 



Position  Location Closing Date 

Administrator/Bookkeeper Clapton Parish 5th December 
Building Surveyor Hendon 5th December 
Parish Administrator Dollis Hill Parish 5th December 
Regular Giving Officer Vaughan House (Victoria) 5th December 
Parish Grants Officer Vaughan House (Victoria) 5th December 
Healthcare & Wellbeing Coordinator Various 5th December 
Parish Cleaner Poplar and Limehouse Parish  5th January 

Planning to get Married? 
If you are planning to get married then please speak to Fr Tom. If you are getting married elsewhere, you still need to get 
permission from the bishop. It is best to have the paperwork done within six months of the wedding. Please don’t leave it 
until a couple of weeks before the wedding! 

Job opportunities in the Diocese 
The following vacancies are being advertised on the diocesan website https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/ 

 

A Christmas Celebration’2025 
Westminster Cathedral presents ‘A Christmas Celebration’, festive music and readings pondering the Incarnation of Christ, 
with much-loved celebrity readers and the world-famous Westminster Cathedral Choir and Orchestra, under the direction of 
Simon Johnson. 
Wednesday 17 and Thursday 18 December, 7.30pm (doors open 6.45pm). 
Tickets, in aid of the work of the Cathedral, are available in the Cathedral Gift Shop or via Ticketmaster.at https://
www.ticketmaster.co.uk/westminster-cathedral-choir-tickets/artist/1693906 Not to be missed! 

Explore The Chosen  
The Chosen TV series on the life of Jesus provides us with a wonderful opportunity to invite people into a living relationship 
with Jesus Christ and the makers of this production are keen to encourage Evangelistic efforts. We would therefore love to 
see anyone who has or would like to show The Chosen as a means to opening up spiritual conversations that help people 
come closer to Christ. This will be an interactive afternoon that we hope will inspire watch parties, Bible studies and conver-
sations about the Good News throughout the diocese. It is on Saturday 6 December at 2:00pm - 4:30pm in Vaughan House  
The event is free and open to all. For more information and to book, please visit https://forms.monday.com/
forms/82fce391acf81a899009f03ec11915b0?r=euc1&text0=  

Daily Advent Prayers and Meditations 
The Hallow app offers dozens of simple daily prayers that are perfect for Advent, including the daily rosary, Bible in a Year, 
several different novenas and daily miracle stories. 
During the four weeks of Advent, these daily prayers and meditations can help calm your heart during a season filled with 
distractions. Pray these prayers each day to draw close to God during Advent in 2025. 

 God, be with me today. Help my heart be open to the ways Jesus is at work in my life. Amen. 

 Give me peace today, O Lord. Help me to live this day in eternal hope knowing Jesus will come again. 

 Heavenly Father, Give me the strength to have the same trust in You that Mary had, as she awaited the birth of Jesus. 

 I pray for humility today, Father. Our Savior entered this world in a manger with animals. When I feel too proud, let 
me remember the Holy Family and Jesus’s humble birth. 

 
Come and join us on the 6th of December from 5.15pm for 
the upcoming Joel’s Bar evening - Immerse, at Our Lady of 
Hal in Camden Town.  

This is a time for young adults to meet together, be 
refreshed with the Holy Spirit through worship and prayer 
ministry and to build community with one another. There 
will be Mass beforehand and then a talk from an incredible 
speaker, before some mulled wine and social time!  

All are welcome so bring a friend, and if not then just bring 
yourself!! We’ll be diving into the hope that we have in 
Jesus, who is a sure anchor for the soul, and why the 
message of Christmas is needed now more than ever!  

See Poster at the back of church for more details. 



Advent Reflection 
The following reflection is a homily by Pope Benedict XVI 

With this celebration we are entering the liturgical season of Advent. In 
the biblical Reading we have just heard, taken from the First Letter to 
the Thessalonians, the Apostle Paul invites us to prepare for "the com-
ing of our Lord Jesus Christ" (5: 23), with God's grace keeping our-
selves blameless. The exact word Paul uses is "coming", in Lat-
in adventus, from which the term "Advent" derives. 

Let us reflect briefly on the meaning of this word, which can be ren-
dered with "presence", "arrival" or "coming". In the language of the 
ancient world it was a technical term used to indicate the arrival of an 
official or the visit of the king or emperor to a province. However, it 
could also mean the coming of the divinity that emerges from conceal-
ment to manifest himself forcefully or that was celebrated as being pre-
sent in worship. Christians used the word "advent" to express their rela-
tionship with Jesus Christ: Jesus is the King who entered this poor 
"province" called "earth" to pay everyone a visit; he makes all those 
who believe in him participate in his Coming, all who believe in his 
presence in the liturgical assembly. The essential meaning of the 
word adventus was: God is here, he has not withdrawn from the world, 
he has not deserted us. Even if we cannot see and touch him as we can 
tangible realities, he is here and comes to visit us in many ways. 

The meaning of the expression "advent" therefore includes that 
of visitatio, which simply and specifically means "visit"; in this case it 
is a question of a visit from God: he enters my life and wishes to speak 
to me. In our daily lives we all experience having little time for the Lord and also little time for ourselves. We end by being 
absorbed in "doing". Is it not true that activities often absorb us and that society with its multiple interests monopolizes our 
attention? Is it not true that we devote a lot of time to entertainment and to various kinds of amusement? At times we get 
carried away. Advent, this powerful liturgical season that we are beginning, invites us to pause in silence to understand a 
presence. It is an invitation to understand that the individual events of the day are hints that God is giving us, signs of the 
attention he has for each one of us. How often does God give us a glimpse of his love! To keep, as it were, an "interior jour-
nal" of this love would be a beautiful and salutary task for our life! Advent invites and stimulates us to contemplate the 
Lord present. Should not the certainty of his presence help us see the world with different eyes? Should it not help us to 
consider the whole of our life as a "visit", as a way in which he can come to us and become close to us in every situation? 

Another fundamental element of Advent is expectation, an expectation which is at the same time hope. Advent impels us to 
understand the meaning of time and of history as a kairós, as a favourable opportunity for our salvation. Jesus illustrated 
this mysterious reality in many parables: in the story of the servants sent to await the return of their master; in the parable of 
the virgins who await the bridegroom; and in those of the sower and of the harvest. In their lives human beings are con-
stantly waiting: when they are children they want to grow up, as adults they are striving for fulfilment and success and, as 
they advance in age, they look forward to the rest they deserve. However, the time comes when they find they have hoped 
too little if, over and above their profession or social position, there is nothing left to hope for. Hope marks humanity's jour-
ney but for Christians it is enlivened by a certainty: the Lord is present in the passage of our lives, he accompanies us and 
will one day also dry our tears. One day, not far off, everything will find its fulfilment in the Kingdom of God, a Kingdom 
of justice and peace. 

However there are many different ways of waiting. If time is not filled by a present endowed with meaning expectation 
risks becoming unbearable; if one expects something but at a given moment there is nothing, in other words if the present 
remains empty, every instant that passes appears extremely long and waiting becomes too heavy a burden because the fu-
ture remains completely uncertain. On the other hand, when time is endowed with meaning and at every instant we perceive 
something specific and worthwhile, it is then that the joy of expectation makes the present more precious. Dear brothers 
and sisters, let us experience intensely the present in which we already receive the gifts of the Lord, let us live it focused on 
the future, a future charged with hope. In this manner Christian Advent becomes an opportunity to reawaken within our-
selves the true meaning of waiting, returning to the heart of our faith which is the mystery of Christ, the Messiah who was 
expected for long centuries and was born in poverty, in Bethlehem. In coming among us, he brought us and continues to 
offer us the gift of his love and his salvation. Present among us, he speaks to us in many ways: in Sacred Scripture, in the 
liturgical year, in the saints, in the events of daily life, in the whole of the creation whose aspect changes according to 
whether Christ is behind it or whether he is obscured by the fog of an uncertain origin and an uncertain future. We in turn 
may speak to him, presenting to him the suffering that afflicts us, our impatience, the questions that well up in our hearts. 
We may be sure that he always listens to us! And if Jesus is present, there is no longer any time that lacks meaning or is 
empty. If he is present, we may continue to hope, even when others can no longer assure us of any support, even when the 
present becomes trying. 

Dear friends, Advent is the season of the presence and expectation of the eternal. For this very reason, it is in a particular 
way a period of joy, an interiorized joy that no suffering can diminish. It is joy in the fact that God made himself a Child. 
This joy, invisibly present within us, encourages us to journey on with confidence. A model and support of this deep joy is 
the Virgin Mary, through whom we were given the Infant Jesus. May she, a faithful disciple of her Son, obtain for us the 
grace of living this liturgical season alert and hardworking, while we wait. Amen! 



Novena in preparation to the feast of the Immaculate Conception 
In preparation for the Feast of the Immaculate Conception we are invited to pray the following Novena. First, recite the 
Prayer to the Immaculate Conception. Then, recite the appropriate prayer of each of the nine days.  First, recite the Prayer to 
the Immaculate Conception. Then, recite the appropriate prayer of each of the nine days.  

O God, who by the Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, did prepare a worthy dwelling 
place for your Son, we beseech you that, as by the 
foreseen death of this, your Son, you did preserve her 
from all stain, so too you would permit us, purified 
through her intercession, to come to you. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen.  

Day One - 29th November  

O most Holy Virgin, who was pleasing to the Lord and 
became His mother, immaculate in body and spirit, in faith 
and in love, look kindly on me as I implore your powerful 
intercession. O most Holy Mother, who by your blessed 
Immaculate Conception, from the first moment of your 
conception did crush the head of the enemy, receive our 
prayers as we implore you to present at the throne of God 
the favour we now request (Pause for personal intention...)  

Day Two - 30th November  

O Mary, ever blessed Virgin, Mother of God, Queen of 
angels and of saints, we salute you with the most profound 
veneration and filial devotion as we contemplate your holy 
Immaculate Conception. We thank you for your maternal 
protection and for the many blessings that we have received 
through your wondrous mercy and most powerful 
intercession. In all our necessities we have recourse to you 
with unbounded confidence.O Mother of Mercy, we 
beseech you now to hear our prayer and to obtain for us of 
your Divine Son the favour that we so earnestly request in 
this novena... (Pause for personal intention...)  

Day Three - 1st December  

O Blessed Virgin Mary, glory of the Christian people, joy 
of the universal Church and Mother of Our Lord, speak for 
us to the Heart of Jesus, who is your Son and our brother. O 
Mary, who by your holy Immaculate Conception did enter 
the world free from stain, in your mercy obtain for us from 
Jesus the special favour which we now so earnestly seek 
(Pause for personal intention...)  

Day Four - 2nd December  

O Mary, Mother of God, endowed in your glorious 
Immaculate Conception with the fullness of grace; unique 
among women in that you are both mother and virgin; 
Mother of Christ and Virgin of Christ, we ask you to look 
down with a tender heart from your throne and listen to our 
prayers as we earnestly ask that you obtain for us the favour 
for which we now plead (Pause for personal intention...)  

Day Five - 3rd December  

O Lord, who, by the Immaculate Conception of the Virgin 
Mary, did prepare a fitting dwelling for your Son, we 
beseech you that as by the foreseen death of your Son, you 
did preserve her from all stain of sin, grant that through her 
intercession, we may be favoured with the granting of the 
grace that we seek for at this time... (Pause for personal 
intention...)  

Day Six - 4th December  

Glorious and immortal Queen of Heaven, we profess our 
firm belief in your Immaculate Conception preordained for 
you in the merits of your Divine Son. We rejoice with you in 
your Immaculate Conception. To the one ever-reigning God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, three in Person, one in nature, 
we offer thanks for your blessed Immaculate Conception. O 
Mother of the Word made Flesh; listen to our petition as we 
ask this special grace during this novena (Pause for personal 
intention...)  

Day Seven - 5th December  

O Immaculate Virgin, Mother of God, and my mother, from 
the sublime heights of your dignity turn your merciful eyes 
upon me while I, full of confidence in your bounty and 
keeping in mind your Immaculate conception and fully 
conscious of your power, beg of you to come to our aid and 
ask your Divine Son to grant the favour we earnestly seek in 
this novena... if it be beneficial for our immortal souls and 
the souls for whom we pray. (Pause for personal intention...)  

Day Eight - 6th December  

O Most gracious Virgin Mary, beloved Mother of Jesus 
Christ, our Redeemer, intercede with him for us that we be 
granted the favour which we petition for so earnestly in this 
novena...O Mother of the Word Incarnate, we feel animated 
with confidence that your prayers in our behalf will be 
graciously heard before the throne of God. O Glorious 
Mother of God, in memory of your joyous Immaculate 
Conception, hear our prayers and obtain for us our petitions.  
(Pause for personal intention...)  

Day Nine - 7th December  

O Mother of the King of the Universe, most perfect member 
of the human race, "our tainted nature’s solitary boast," we 
turn to you as mother, advocate, and mediatrix. O Holy 
Mary, assist us in our present necessity. By your Immaculate 
Conception, O Mary conceived without sin, we humbly 
beseech you from the bottom of our heart to intercede for us 
with your Divine Son and ask that we be granted the favour 
for which we now plead. (Pause for personal intention...)  

Daily Concluding Prayer 

O Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have recourse to you. O Virgin Mother of God, Mary Immaculate, 
Mother of Our Saviour, keep us close to you every moment of our lives. Amen.   



Readings at  Sunday Mass 

Second reading                           Romans 13:11-14a 

Brothers and sisters: You know the time, that the hour has 
come for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to 
us now than when we first believed. The night is far gone; 
the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of 
darkness and put on the armour of light. Let us walk 
properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, 
not in sexual immorality and sensuality, not in quarrelling 
and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Show us, O Lord, your mercy, 
and grant us your salvation. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Gospel                    Matthew 24:37-44 

The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

At that time: Jesus said to his disciples: ‘For as were the 
days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For 
as in those days before the flood they were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day 
when Noah entered the ark, and they were unaware until the 
flood came and swept them all away, so will be the coming 
of the Son of Man. Then two men will be in the field; one 
will be taken and one left. Two women will be grinding at 
the mill; one will be taken and one left. Therefore, stay 
awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is 
coming. But know this, that if the master of the house had 
known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he 
would have stayed awake and would not have let his house 
be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the 
Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.’ 

The Gospel of The Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

First reading                           Isaiah 2:1-5 

The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah 
and Jerusalem. 

It shall come to pass in the latter days 
that the mountain of the house of the Lord 
shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
and shall be lifted up above the hills; 
and all the nations shall flow to it, 
and many peoples shall come, and say: 

‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
to the house of the God of Jacob, 
that he may teach us his ways 
and that we may walk in his paths.’ 
For out of Sion shall go forth the law, 
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
He shall judge between the nations, 
and shall decide disputes for many peoples; 
and they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, 
and their spears into pruning-hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more. 

O house of Jacob, 
come, let us walk 
in the light of the Lord. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 Responsorial Psalm        Ps 122(121):1-2. 3-4a. 8-9. ℟ cf. 1 

Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 

I rejoiced when they said to me, 
‘Let us go to the house of the Lord.’ 
And now our feet are standing 
within your gates, O Jerusalem.  

Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 

Jerusalem is built as a city 
bonded as one together. 
It is there that the tribes go up, 
the tribes of the Lord, 
as it is decreed for Israel, 
to give thanks to the name of the Lord.  
There were set the thrones for judgement, 
the thrones of the house of David.  

Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 

For the peace of Jerusalem pray, 
‘May they prosper, those who love you.’ 
May peace abide in your walls, 
and security be in your towers. 

Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 

For the sake of my family and friends, 
let me say, ‘Peace upon you.’ 
For the sake of the house of the Lord, our God, 
I will seek good things for you.  

Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 

Lamp Prayer Intentions  

(St Matthew’s)  
Blessed Sacrament   
Keith Whitehead RIP 

Our Lady   
Barbara Whitehead RIP 

(St Joseph’s ) 
Blessed Sacrament   

Pope Leo on his travels  

Our Lady   
That we may prepare well for Christmas  



Please join us in praying for those who are sick and those who have died: 
Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which  

are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.  

For those who are sick: John Sheppard, Mary Vaughan, Helen Jones, Sinead Ceasar, Gilda Kumarathasan,  
Siobhan Frost, Leslie Caesar, Mary Elizabeth Thomas, Georgette Gornall,  Ann Archer, Kathleen Lynch, Kathleen Andrews, 
Harry Nandlal, Dawn Tannian, Phil Carey, Alice Sheppard, Dave Jessop, Brendan Davern Shay Murray, Ruby King,  
John Wildsmith, Cecil Swampillai, Belinda Plummer, Marilyn Theodore, Veronica Savill, Levan Soloman, Patricia Procter,  
Philip Wilson, Mary Hyde, King Charles, Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Eileen Wildsmith, Peter Fitzpatrick,  
Mark O’Connor, Marie Marron, Carol-Ann Frost, Ada Barker, Ron Picardo, Kerry Blackburn, James Wilson, Audrey Potts,  
Rafael Pino, Julius Fayiti,  Anna Kelly, Justin, Margaret Downing,  as well as others for whom we have been praying 
together recently.  
For those who have died recently: Bishop Thomas McMahon, those killed in the Hong Kong fire and all who have died as 
a result of violence, war and conflict or natural disaster.  

For those whose anniversary occurs around this time: Karol Szymanski, Inno van den Berg, Barbara Whitehead, 
Raymond Sweeney, John Noble, Teresa McGurk, Anne Howard, Liduina Paganini, Fr Harold Purney, Bridget O’Sullivan, 
Dave Murray, Isabella Frost, Deborah Cullen, Jan Doleki, Thea Holme, John Sullivan, Keith Whitehead, Christian & 
Alexander Bailey, Daniel Buckley, Maria Zimmermann, Francois Neckar, Christine Lavender, Thomas Conroy, Ken Mills. 
Pope’s Prayer Intention for December For Christians in areas of conflict. We pray that Chr istians living in areas of 
conflict, especially in the Middle east, might be seeds of peace, reconciliation and hope. 

Worship this week 
Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to have a Mass intention (or lamp prayer intention) for a particular date. 

Parish Directory   
Parish Priest: Fr Tom Montgomery Email: tommontgomery@rcdow.org.uk 

Tel: 01923 840736 Emergency: 07576 455450             
Deacon: Rev Hervé Boisson Email: herveboisson@rcdow.org.uk 

Parish Office St Matthew’s 
Cheryl Myring 
Siobhan Hogg 
Tel: 01923 840736 
Email: northwood@rcdow.org.uk 

St Joseph’s 
Linda Grimes 
 
Tel: 020 8428 0088  
Email: carpenderspark@rcdow.org.uk 

Catechetical Team Elvadia Tolputt 
northwoodcat@rcdow.org.uk 

Donna Osborne 
carpenderscatechist@rcdow.org.uk 

Colette Quirk & Elizabeth Scudder 
Email: 
northwoodsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  
northwoodsg2@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  

Awaiting Appointment Parish Safeguarding  
Representatives  

Or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk  

(Saturday)  5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday -  Holy Souls (St Joseph’s)       

Sunday 30th  9.00am: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Matthew’s) 

First Sunday of 11.00am: Mass -  Holy Souls (St Joseph’s)  
Advent   6.00pm: Mass - Holy Souls (St Matthew’s) 

Monday 1st   9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   

Advent Feria  10.00am: Mass -  Ann Thapermall (Birthday)  Followed By Rosary  (St Matthew’s) 
      

Tuesday 2nd  9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   

Advent Feria  10.00am: Mass - Clayton d’Souza (Thanksgiving) - Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s)  

Wednesday 3rd   NO PUBLIC MASS  
S Francis Xavier    

Thursday 4th  6.00pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

Advent Feria  7.00pm: Mass - Cy Pickard & Patrick Roberts RIP Followed By Rosary  (St Joseph’s) 

Friday 5th   9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   

Advent Feria  10.00am: Mass - Florinda DeLima RIP (Anniv) (St Matthew’s)        

Saturday 6th  10.30am: Mass - Maria & Jacek  Zimmermann RIP (Anniv) (St Matthew’s) 

S Nicholas  11.00am - 11.50am: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions ending with Benediction 

   5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday -  People of the Parishes (St Joseph’s)     
   7.30pm: Mass - Jose Pascoal RIP (St Matthew’s) 

Sunday 7th  9.00am: Mass - Margaret Da Cunha RIP (St Matthew’s) 

Second Sunday of 11.00am: Mass - Ammini Keetikkal RIP (Anniv) (St Joseph’s)  
Advent   6.00pm: Mass - Sarath Desylva RIP (St Matthew’s)         

   8.00pm: Holy Hour - Concluding with Night Prayer (St Matthew’s)   

 

         


