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Dear Parishioners 
Today’s readings begin with the familiar and powerful call: “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of 

the Lord; make his paths straight.” Advent is a time of hopeful waiting, of preparing our hearts for the coming of the Lord, 

firstly in the mystery of His Incarnation, and continually as He draws near in Word, Sacrament, and our daily lives. 

But this call to prepare is not only personal. It is communal, universal, and urgent. And in recent days we have witnessed a 

living sign of that universal call: the first foreign apostolic journey of our new Holy Father, Pope Leo XIV, to Türkiye and 

Lebanon. In that journey, to mark the 1,700th anniversary of the First Council of Nicaea, the Pope prayed with Christians of 

different traditions , reaching beyond division to recall our common baptismal faith. Later, in Lebanon, he visited the tomb 

of Saint Charbel Maklūf, honoured Mary at the Shrine of Our Lady of Lebanon with a Golden Rose, and prayed in silence at 

the site of the 2020 Beirut port explosion — a place of deep pain and suffering.  

What the Pope’s pilgrimage shows us is this: to prepare “the way of the Lord” means building. building bridges, building 

reconciliation, building hope for the oppressed and wounded. The narrow desert path Isaiah invites us to clear becomes not 

only a straight highway for Christ to enter our hearts,  but a bridge of peace, unity, and justice between peoples. 

So, as we deepen our Advent journey this second week, we canallow these three lessons from the Pope’s journey to shape 

our reflection and our communal response: 

1. Faithful Remembrance - Affirming the Creed and Our Identity in Christ 

Just as the Council of Nicaea helped to define the truth of our faith for the Church’s future, our Advent waiting calls us to 

stand firm in what we believe: the coming of God among us. When Pope Leo XIV travelled to the site of that Council’s 

memory, he reaffirmed a timeless truth: that the Creed unites all Christians. Today, in a world shaken by doubt, conflict, and 

division, we are reminded: to prepare the way of the Lord is to reaffirm our Christian identity - simple, sure, uniting. 

2. Mercy and Peace - Reaching Out to the Suffering and Divided 

In Lebanon, a land scarred by war, economic despair, and tragedy, the Pope did not come with grand speeches alone — he 

came with prayer, humility, solidarity. He visited vulnerable communities, prayed for victims of past tragedies, honoured 

ancient saints and devotions.  In doing so he showed us that Christian waiting is not passive — it is active compassion. 

Preparing the way for the Lord must include preparing ways of peace, justice, healing, solidarity. 

3. Hope & Witness - A Church of Unity, Not Separation 

Advent is hope. And hope must shine especially where despair has settled. By reaching beyond his own comfort zone, 

reaching across confessional, cultural and religious divides, the Pope proclaimed a vision: a Church that stands for unity, 

dialogue, humbly bearing witness to Christ’s love in concrete gestures of solidarity. In our parishes, in our communities, we 

are called to be that same sign: of hope for the homeless, peace for the divided, healing for the broken. 

Advent calls us not simply to decorate churches, sing carols, or await a historical commemoration — though these have their 

place. It calls us to conversion, to simplicity, to readiness. It calls us to become the “voice crying in the desert” — 

sharpening our lives, clearing our hearts, but also to become bridges for our brothers and sisters, channels of God’s mercy 

and peace. 

May this season, illuminated by the example of our Holy Father’s pilgrimage, stir our hearts toward renewed commitment: 

to confess boldly our faith, to serve tenderly those who suffer, to build urgently the bridges of reconciliation and 

compassion. May we, each one of us, prepare the way of the Lord in our lives, in our families, in our communities. And may 

we, by the grace of God, make straight paths for peace, justice and love. 

With all my prayers and best wishes 

Fr Tom 

St Joseph’s Church  
111 Oxhey Drive,  

Watford  
WD19 7SW 

Parish Office Hours 
Tuesday, Thursday: 9.30am - 3.30pm 

You can make a 

donation to either  

parish by using the 

appropriate QR code. 



Thank you. 
Thank you for your contribution to our Christmas Fayre at St Matthew’s: for your donations, purchase of raffle tickets, help 
in setting up and time serving on the day! It was a lovely, festive occasion, bringing together parishioners of St Matthew's 
and St Joseph’s and members of the community - and raised approximately £3000 for good causes. (Including £500 to 
Michael Sobell Hospice) A special thank you is due to Julie Shelton, who suggested holding a Christmas Fayre and then 
gathered a great team who all worked so hard in getting things done.  
It would be good to have a Summer Fayre at St Joseph’s. If anyone would like to volunteer to be on a planning group please 
speak with Fr Tom.  

Holy Hour. 
This being the first Sunday of the month, we will have our monthly Holy Hour on Sunday evening at 8.00pm in St 
Matthew’s with an Advent theme, 
The Repositories 
Both our repositories have a large range of things for Advent and Christmas. If you need a religious Advent Calendar then 
get one today. If you want Christmas Cards that show the reason for the season, then they have a great selection.   

Christmas Crib 
As well as the usual donations to the Catholic Children’s Society, it will be possible to have a red lamp burning by the 
Christmas Crib over the Octave of Christmas for a particular intention. Each lamp will be labelled with the intention it burns 
for. We ask for a donation of at least £10 per lamp. Please contact the parish office at the church where you would like to 
have your lamp burn. 

Daily Advent Prayers and Meditations 
The Hallow app offers dozens of simple daily prayers that are perfect for Advent, including the daily rosary, Bible in a Year, 
several different novenas and daily miracle stories. 
During the four weeks of Advent, these daily prayers and meditations can help calm your heart during a season filled with 
distractions. Pray these prayers each day to draw close to God during Advent in 2025. 

 God, be with me today. Help my heart be open to the ways Jesus is at work in my life. Amen. 

 Give me peace today, O Lord. Help me to live this day in eternal hope knowing Jesus will come again. 

 Heavenly Father, Give me the strength to have the same trust in You that Mary had, as she awaited the birth of Jesus. 

 I pray for humility today, Father. Our Saviour entered this world in a manger with animals. When I feel too proud, let 
me remember the Holy Family and Jesus’s humble birth. 

Wave of Hope – Advent Calendar Reflections 
The Bishop’s Conference is offering, 'Wave of Hope' which is made up of 25 short multimedia reflections for the season - 
one a day - as our contributors share a moment in 2025 that has led them to a place of hope. It can be found at https://
www.cbcew.org.uk/wave-of-hope/ 

Good Books 
Our next Good Books meeting takes place on Wednesday 10th December (7 pm, Fr Bebb Room) .For our December meeting 
we are escaping hectic pre-Christmas London for the beautiful French city of Chartres to discuss "The Cleaner of Chartres" 
by Salley Vickers. January's pick is the food writer Nigel Slater's memoir "Toast". Interested but can't make the meetings? 
Email mrsjulieshelton@gmail.com to be included in the WhatsApp group! 

Baptism Preparation Evening 
The next Preparation evening will be held on Thursday 11th December at 7.45pm in St Joseph’s Hall. 

The 4th Annual St Luke’s Advent Morning of Recollectionn 
This will take place on Saturday, 13 December. This year they are welcoming Clement Harrold, a contributor and partner of 
the St. Paul Center, USA, who will help them reflect on the deeper meaning of this Christmas season:  “The Greatest History 
Ever Told: Advent Hope for a Hurting World”. Talks begin at 11:30 am in the church, to conclude at 1:15 pm.  A light lunch, 
coffee and tea will be served in the Parish Centre at the break. 
Clement is a young British  man who studied in the US at Franciscan University in Steubenville (B.A in Theology, 
Philosophy and Classics)  and later at Notre Dame where he focused on the history of Christianity.  He has since returned to 
the UK and is living in Wiltshire.  Besides writing for various publications here and in the US, Clement continues to work 
with Dr. Scott Hahn and the St. Paul's Center for Biblical Theology. A number of their discussions can be found on 
Youtube.  

Advent Carol Service 
On Sunday 15th December at 3.00pm in St Matthew’s we will have a service of Advent Carols and hymns. Our 
Confirmation Candidates and First Communion children will be involved. There will be seasonal refreshments afterwards in 
the hall. Do come along and prepare for Christmas. 

Douay Martyrs School. 
Each year Douay Martyrs School holds a Christmas Lunch for Senior Citizens. They have sent invites out to local parishes. If 
you would like to go on Friday 12th December (2.00pm - 4.30pm) please tell Fr Tom or the Parish Office. Transport can be 
arranged if needed. 
Douay Martyrs have also initiated the Donate a Gift Bauble Appeal. Baubles on the Christmas Tree have stickers with gifts 
for the children. Staff have been invited to take a sticker and buy the gift which will be passed to The Children's Participation 
team in Hillingdon. (The team work with Hillingdon’s looked after children aged 6-18 and care experienced young people 
aged 18-25). If you would like to make a Christmas gift to a child in Care then either contact Fr Tom or the Head of Catholic 
Life at Douay Martyrs, Maxine Potgieter MPotgieter@douaymartyrs.co.uk The deadline will be for gift donations is  
Monday 15th December. Fr Tom would be able take them to school for you. 



A Christmas Celebration 2025 
Westminster Cathedral presents ‘A Christmas Celebration’, festive music and readings pondering the Incarnation of Christ, 
with much-loved celebrity readers and the world-famous Westminster Cathedral Choir and Orchestra, under the direction of 
Simon Johnson. 
Wednesday 17 and Thursday 18 December, 7.30pm (doors open 6.45pm). 
Tickets, in aid of the work of the Cathedral, are available in the Cathedral Gift Shop or via Ticketmaster.at https://
www.ticketmaster.co.uk/westminster-cathedral-choir-tickets/artist/1693906 Not to be missed! 

Journeying with Hope: The Visit of CAFOD’s Jubilee Icon 
CAFOD’s Jubilee Icon is visiting “Places of Hope” across the Diocese this 
December. The Icon, commissioned to celebrate the Jubilee Year, was created 
by artist Mulugeta Araya in Ethiopia, for the Catholic Church in England and 
Wales. The Icon will be finishing its tour of the Diocese in Westminster 
Cathedral, where it will be from Monday 22nd – Friday 26th December. 

 About the Icon 
The Icon depicts Luke 4:16-21, where Jesus unrolls and reads the scroll of 
Isaiah: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to 
proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the 
captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set a liberty those who are 
oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour”. 

In the reflection booklet to accompany the Diocesan tour, Fr Patrick van der 
Vorst, Precentor of the Cathedral and Founder of Christian Art, reminds us 
that: “Christian art is more than decoration. It is a doorway into prayer, 
devotion, and divine encounter. Icons, especially, act as windows into the 
heavenly realm, drawing us beyond mere words into sacred presence. When we 
gaze at an icon, our eyes meet scriptural truths, and our pilgrim hearts are 
offered a path toward contemplation. When Christians pray before this icon, 
we do more than just look. We watch Jesus, we listen to Him read, and we reflect on the words “Today this Scripture is 
fulfilled in your hearing” (Luke 4:21). The visual encounter becomes verbal encounter, communal encounter! As we 
meditate, we join the jubilee song of Christ for a world weighed down by injustice.” 

As this Jubilee Year draws to a close, Christians across the Diocese are invited to come and encounter the Icon. This Advent, 
may the Icon’s visit remind us of God’s presence in each other, enlivening our own calling to be tangible signs of hope to 
those who need it this Christmas. 

The Icon will be displayed at these public events and times of private prayer:  

Tuesday 9 December:    
6.30pm Mass, followed by Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and the Sacrament of Reconciliation,  St Margaret of 
Scotland, Twickenham, TW1 1RL. 
Wednesday 10 December:    
10.00am Mass, St Margaret of Scotland, Twickenham, TW1 1RL.   
Thursday 11 December:    
9.15am Mass, Our Lady of the Rosary, Staines-upon-Thames, TW18 2BD.  
Friday 12 December:    
12 noon Catholic Mass in the Lady Chapel in St Alban’s Cathedral, AL1 1BY.   
Saturday 13 and Sunday 14 December:    
6.00pm Mass, St Joseph and the English Martyrs, Bishop’s Stortford, CM23 2ND.   
9.00am, 11.00am, 6.00pm Masses, St Joseph and the English Martyrs, Bishop’s Stortford, CM23 2ND.   
Monday 15 December:    
7.15pm ‘Soul Food’, St Joseph and the English Martyrs, Bishop’s Stortford, CM23 2ND.    [Please contact the parish office 
for more details about this event]. 
Tuesday 16 December:    
7.00pm Mass, Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Enfield, EN2 6DS.   
Thursday 18 December:    
9.15am, St Mary and St Michael Primary School's Carol Service, St Mary and St Michael, Commercial Road, E1 0AA;   
7.00pm, Advent Penitential Service, Holy Apostles, Pimlico, SW1V 4LY .   
Friday 19 December:    
9.30am Mass, Holy Apostles, Pimlico, SW1V 4LY , then on display there until 3.30pm.   
Saturday 20 December:    
2.00pm until 4.00pm, Notre Dame de France, Leicester Square, WC2H 7BX.   
Sunday 21 December:    
10.00am and 11.30am Masses, Our Lady Queen of Heaven, Queensway, W2 3JF; 
1.00pm Ethiopian Chaplaincy Mass, Our Lady Queen of Heaven, Queensway, W2 3JF.   
Monday 22 December:    
12.30pm, The Icon will be formally received at Mass in Westminster Cathedral, SW1P 1LT;   
The Icon will remain in the Cathedral until the evening of Friday 26 December. 
 
The Reflection Booklet can be found at  
https://rcdow.org.uk/att/files/jubilee%202025/resources%20to%20accompany%20the%20jubilee%20icon%
20final.pdf 



Papal preacher: Advent is a time of trusting expectation 
“The Parousia of the Lord. An expectation without hesitation” is the theme of the 
first of three meditations for Christmas, which began on Friday, 5 December, in the 
Paul VI Hall, with Pope Leo in attendance. 

We are “not lost wayfarers” but “sentinels that, in the night of the world, humbly 
maintain the confidence” that they will see the light “capable of illuminating every 
man,” says Father Roberto Pasolini, preacher of the Papal Household, in the first of 
three Advent meditations on the theme “Awaiting and hastening the coming of the 
Day of the Lord.” 

In his reflection on the first Friday in Advent 2025, Fr Pasolini focused on “the Parousia of the Lord” and on the unique 
time period we are experiencing: the conclusion of the Jubilee of Hope. “Advent is the time in which the Church rekindles 
hope,” he emphasized, “contemplating not only the first coming of the Lord, but above all his return at the end of times.” 

It is the moment in which we are called “we are called to wait, and at the same time hasten the coming of the Lord with 
serene and active vigilance.” 

Recognizing grace 
“Parousia” is a term used by the evangelist Matthew four times in chapter 24 of his Gospel. It is a word with a double 
meaning: both “presence” and “coming.” 

Jesus compares the anticipation of His coming to the days of Noah before the Great Flood. Those were days when life 
flowed normally, and Noah alone built the ark, the instrument of salvation. His story raises questions necessary to 
understand what modern man must acknowledge. Faced with new and complex challenges, “the Church is called to 
remain a sacrament of salvation in an era of change.” 

Father Pasolini emphasizes, “Peace remains a mirage in many regions unless longstanding injustices and wounded 
memories find healing, while in Western culture the sense of transcendence is weakened, crushed by the idols of 
efficiency, wealth and technology. The advent of artificial intelligence amplifies the temptation of a human being without 
limits and without transcendence.” 

The mystery of a God Who trusts in humanity 
However, he continues, recognition is not enough; we must be aware of “the direction in which the Kingdom of God 
continues to move within history,” returning to the prophetic capacity received in Baptism. We must similarly recognize 
the grace of God, “that gift of universal salvation which the Church humbly celebrates and offers, so that human life may 
be raised up from the burden of sin and freed from the fear of death.” The ministers of the Church must be careful to avoid 
becoming so familiar with God that they take it for granted. And so each generation must come to realize “the mystery of 
a God who… continues to stand before His creation with unshakeable trust, in the expectation that better days can—and 
must—still come.” 

Eliminating evil 
The preacher of the Papal Household reminds us that in order to rediscover the face of God that accompanies “His 
wounded creation,” we must draw on the story of the universal flood, when the Lord sees evil in the human heart. Human 
beings cannot overcome that evil simply by changing or evolving; the truth is, humanity needs not only to fulfill itself but 
to be saved. 

“Evil must not simply be forgiven,” Fr Pasolini says. “It must be erased, so that life can finally flourish in its truth and 
beauty.” 

Erasing, in the cancel culture in which humanity today is immersed, is not just destroying everything, eliminating what 
seems burdensome in others. “Every day we erase many things, without feeling guilty and without doing any harm,” Fr 
Pasolini said. “We delete messages, useless files, mistakes in a document, stains, traces, debts. On the contrary, many of 
these gestures are necessary to help our relationships mature and make the world livable.” 

Erasing in the context of Advent means opening ourselves to God, starting from our own fragility, and allowing Him to 
heal us.” 

Life flourishes by putting God back at the centre 
The Lord never tires of finding “a wise man, one who seeks God,” just as He found Noah, who in turn recognized the 
Lord's grace. In the man on the ark, God finds the possibility of erasing and starting over. “Only when man returns to 
living before the true face of God can history truly change,” the Capuchin insisted, adding, “the story of the flood reminds 
us that life flourishes again only when we rebuild heaven, to the extent that we put God back at the centre.” 

Father Pasolini continues, “The flood, therefore, is not simple destruction, but a transition of re-creation through a moment 
of de-creation… It is a temporary change of the rules of the game, to save the very game that God had inaugurated with 
confidence.” 

Choosing not to harm 
The flood is therefore “a paradoxical renewal of life.” God does not forget humanity; He places His bow in the clouds as a 
sign of covenant; the Lord lays down his weapons with a solemn declaration of non-violence. 

“It may seem like a bold metaphor,” Fr Pasolini said, “almost inappropriate when speaking of God and the way His grace 
manifests itself.” 

And yet, he continued, “after millennia of history and evolution, humanity is still far from knowing how to imitate it.” The 
earth, in fact, “The earth continues to be torn apart by atrocious and endless conflicts, which give no respite to so many 
weak and defenceless people.” 

For this reason, the decision of those who, despite having the ability, voluntarily choose not to harm others is reassuring, 
because they understand that only by accepting others “can our alliance [with one another] be lasting, true, and free.” 



The time of goodness 
“Watch therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming”: this is 
Jesus' final counsel. Not knowing the day and hour of this coming has created 
great anticipation in the past, the preacher noted, but today things seem to have 
reversed: “The expectation has diminished so much that it has sometimes given 
way to a subtle resignation about its actual fulfilment… today, a weary vigilance, 
tempted by discouragement, often prevails.” 

The time of waiting is the time to sow goodness and await the coming of Jesus 
Christ. The papal preacher warned of two great temptations that affect humanity 
and the Church: “forgetting the need to be saved and thinking that we can regain 
consensus by taking care of the outward appearance of our image and reducing 
the radical nature of the Gospel.” 

Instead, Fr Pasolini said, we must return “to the joy – and also the hardship – of following, without taming Christ’s word.” 
Only as “sentinels upon the world’s frontier,” –as the monk Thomas Merton wrote – can we await the return of Christ. 

The full text of Fr Pasolini’s meditation can be found at https://www.vaticannews.va/content/dam/vaticannews/meditazioni/
casa-pontificia/doc/ADVENT-2025---1.-The-Parousia-of-the-Lord.pdf 

Saint Of The Week 
Saint Lucy of Syracuse, Virgin and Martyr c. 283–c. 304 

 

Patron Saint of blind people, martyrs, peasants, penitent prostitutes, poor 
people, sick children, authors, cutlers, farmers, glassmakers, glaziers, 
gondoliers, laborers, lawyers, maidservants, notaries, eye doctors, porters, 
printers, saddlers, sailors, salesmen, seamstresses, tailors, upholsterers, 
weavers, and writers. 
Invoked against dysentery, epidemics, hemorrhages, throat infections, fire, 
poverty, and spiritual blindness. 
 

Legends emerged as early as the fifth century of the life of Saint Lucy of 
Syracuse who died during Emperor Diocletian’s Great Persecution. According to 
legend, Lucy was born in Syracuse, Sicily, around 283 to Christian parents. When 
she was five, her father died, leaving her mother, Eutychia, to raise her. Eutychia 
suffered from hemorrhages and feared for Lucy’s future, so she arranged a 
promise of marriage for her daughter to a nobleman from a pagan family. 

Seeking a cure for her mother’s hemorrhages, Lucy convinced Eutychia to visit 
the martyr Saint Agatha’s nearby tomb. At the tomb, the two prayed fervently for 
a long time. As they did, Lucy had a dream-like vision in which Saint Agatha 
appeared to her, telling her that her mother would be cured because of Lucy’s 
faith, and that Lucy would become the glory of Syracuse, just as Agatha was the 
glory of Cantania. When Lucy awoke, she cried out, “O, mother, mother, you are 
healed!” 

From that moment, Lucy sensed Saint Agatha telling her about her calling to be a Bride of Christ and to die as a martyr. She 
told her mother she wished to remain a virgin and begged her to give their wealth to the poor. Her mother suggested it would 
be better for Lucy to do so once Eutychia had died, but Lucy urged her to do so right away as a source of much greater 
merit. Lucy won out. She continued to postpone marriage and joyfully distributed her money and jewels to the poor. 

One year after the Great Persecution began, Lucy’s suitor became aware of the large sums that she had given to the poor. 
Knowing that Lucy’s Christian faith was the reason and realizing that she was not going to marry him, he denounced her as 
a Christian to Paschasius, the Governor of Syracuse. 

When Paschasius learned of Lucy’s faith and charity to the poor, he had her arrested and interrogated. She refused to 
worship the Roman gods, accusing the governor of demon worship and prophesying his condemnation before God. 
Outraged, the governor ordered her to be defiled in a brothel. When the guards tried to move her, she was heavier than a 
boulder. The guards then surrounded her with wood to burn her, but the flames did not harm her. Finally, the governor 
ordered a soldier to thrust his sword into her neck, and God permitted her martyrdom.  

Saint Lucy is often depicted in sacred art holding her eyes because later legends state that either the guards gouged her eyes 
out as torture, or that she gouged out her own eyes so that their beauty would no longer tempt her suitor. 

Veneration to Saint Lucy quickly spread, and her prophetic dream-vision came true. She became the glory and protector of 
Syracuse and the source of many miracles. Revered by the end of the sixth century, Lucy’s name was inserted into the 
Roman Canon (Eucharistic Prayer I) by Pope Saint Gregory the Great. 

 

Saint Lucy, you grew deep in faith, committed yourself to God, and never turned back. Please pray that I will have 
your strength, wisdom, and charity to unwaveringly fulfill God’s will. Saint Lucy, pray for me. Jesus, I trust in You. 



Lamp Prayer Intentions  

(St Matthew’s)  
Blessed Sacrament   
Vince Thapermall RIP 

Our Lady   
Tony Marano RIP 

(St Joseph’s ) 
Blessed Sacrament   

------- 

Our Lady   
------- 

Novena in preparation to the feast of the Immaculate Conception 
We continue with our preparation for the Feast of the Immaculate Conception with our Novena. First, recite the Prayer to the 
Immaculate Conception. Then, recite the appropriate prayer of each of the nine days.   

O God, who by the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, did prepare a worthy 
dwelling place for your Son, we beseech you that, as by the foreseen death of this, your Son, you did 
preserve her from all stain, so too you would permit us, purified through her intercession, to come 
to you. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

Day Eight - 6th December  

O Most gracious Virgin Mary, beloved Mother of Jesus 
Christ, our Redeemer, intercede with him for us that we be 
granted the favour which we petition for so earnestly in this 
novena...O Mother of the Word Incarnate, we feel animated 
with confidence that your prayers in our behalf will be 
graciously heard before the throne of God. O Glorious 
Mother of God, in memory of your joyous Immaculate 
Conception, hear our prayers and obtain for us our petitions.  
(Pause for personal intention...)  

Day Nine - 7th December  

O Mother of the King of the Universe, most perfect member 
of the human race, "our tainted nature’s solitary boast," we 
turn to you as mother, advocate, and mediatrix. O Holy 
Mary, assist us in our present necessity. By your Immaculate 
Conception, O Mary conceived without sin, we humbly 
beseech you from the bottom of our heart to intercede for us 
with your Divine Son and ask that we be granted the favour 
for which we now plead. (Pause for personal intention...)  

Daily Concluding Prayer 

O Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have recourse to you. O Virgin Mother of God, Mary Immaculate, 
Mother of Our Saviour, keep us close to you every moment of our lives. Amen.   

Results of last week’s Grand Draw 
Thank you to all who contributed to our draw last week, local businesses and parishioners who donated prizes and to all who 

sold and bought tickets. The list of winning tickets is below. 

Prize Ticket 

£200 cash 00408 

£100 cash 00912 

£50 cash 00370 

Case of wine 01008 

£50 voucher for meal at Yako, Pinner 01058 

£50 voucher for dinner for 2 at Olimera 00076 

£25 voucher from Cook!, Northwood 00750 

Two Bottles of Prosecco 01026 

Earrings plus £20 voucher for Estamira 00033 

Pair of Dartington wine glasses with 2 bottles of wine 00268 

£20 voucher from Fruity Fresh 00270 

£30 voucher from Julie Holliday Hair plus luxury bath cream 00961 

Two bottles of Prosecco 00941 

Bottle of Louis Vertay Champagne 01300 

Fortnum and Mason tea hamper 00312 

Hamper of gentleman’s treats 00527 

Foot massager and pamper set 00013 

Two bottles of Prosecco 00801 

Unisex leather handbag 01503 

John Lewis/Waitrose voucher 00326 

Set of floral themed treats with a cyclamen 00979 

Bottle of Henri Cachet Champagne 00585 

Whisky plus ice molds 00022 

Twin make-up sets from Boots & wash bag 00113 

Prosecco plus a lunch voucher from Taylor Made, Northwood & box of crackers 00392 

Roses chocolate tin & box of crackers 00828 

Golden fruit bowl with a scented candle 01224 



Readings at  Sunday Mass 

Second reading                            Romans 15:4-9 

Brothers and sisters: Whatever was written in former days 
was written for our instruction, that through endurance and 
through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have 
hope. May the God of endurance and encouragement grant 
you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with 
Christ Jesus, that together you may with one voice glorify 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore 
welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the 
glory of God. 

For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the 
circumcised to show God’s truthfulness, in order to confirm 
the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the 
Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 
‘Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, and sing to 
your name.’ 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight; 
all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Gospel                        Matthew 3:1-12 

The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the 
wilderness of Judea, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 
at hand.’ For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet 
Isaiah when he said, ‘The voice of one crying in the 
wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths 
straight.” ’ 

Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt 
round his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 
Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the 
Jordan were going out to him, and they were baptised by 
him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. But when he 
saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his 
baptism, he said to them, ‘You brood of vipers! Who warned 
you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit in keeping 
with repentance. And do not presume to say to yourselves, 
“We have Abraham as our father”, for I tell you, God is able 
from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. Even 
now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree 
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire. 

‘I baptise you with water for 
repentance, but he who is coming 
after me is mightier than I, whose 
sandals I am not worthy to carry. 
He will baptise you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork 
is in his hand, and he will clear his 
threshing floor and gather his 
wheat into the barn, but the chaff 
he will burn with unquenchable 
fire.’ 

The Gospel of The Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

First reading                      Isaiah  11:1-10 

On that day: 

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 
and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, 
the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the Spirit of counsel and might, 
the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
And his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, 
and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 

The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 
and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 
and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; 
and a little child shall lead them. 
The cow and the bear shall graze; 
their young shall lie down together; 
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, 
and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. 
They shall not hurt or destroy 
in all my holy mountain; 
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
as the waters cover the sea. 

In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for 
the peoples — of him shall the nations enquire, and his 
resting-place shall be glorious. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 Responsorial Psalm     Ps 72(71):1-2. 7-8. 12-13. 17. ℟ cf. 

In his days shall justice flourish, and great peace for 
ever. 

O God, give your judgement to the king, 
to a king’s son your justice, 
that he may judge your people in justice, 
and your poor in right judgement.  

In his days shall justice flourish, and great peace for 
ever. 

In his days justice shall flourish, 
and great peace till the moon is no more. 
He shall rule from sea to sea, 
from the River to the bounds of the earth.  

In his days shall justice flourish, and great peace for 
ever. 

For he shall rescue the needy when they cry, 
the poor who have no one to help. 
He will have pity on the weak and the needy, 
and save the lives of the needy.  

In his days shall justice flourish, and great peace for 
ever. 

May his name endure for ever, 
his name continue like the sun. 
Every tribe shall be blest in him, 
all nations shall call him blessed.  

In his days shall justice flourish, and great peace for 
ever. 



Please join us in praying for those who are sick and those who have died: 
Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which  

are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.  

For those who are sick: John Sheppard, Mary Vaughan, Helen Jones, Sinead Ceasar, Gilda Kumarathasan,  
Siobhan Frost, Leslie Caesar, Mary Elizabeth Thomas, Georgette Gornall,  Ann Archer, Kathleen Lynch, Kathleen Andrews, 
Harry Nandlal, Dawn Tannian, Phil Carey, Alice Sheppard, Dave Jessop, Brendan Davern Shay Murray, Ruby King,  
John Wildsmith, Cecil Swampillai, Belinda Plummer, Marilyn Theodore, Veronica Savill, Levan Soloman, Patricia Procter,  
Philip Wilson, Mary Hyde, King Charles, Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Eileen Wildsmith, Peter Fitzpatrick,  
Mark O’Connor, Marie Marron, Carol-Ann Frost, Ada Barker, Ron Picardo, Kerry Blackburn, James Wilson, Audrey Potts,  
Rafael Pino, Julius Fayiti,  Anna Kelly, Justin, Margaret Downing,  as well as others for whom we have been praying 
together recently.  
For those who have died recently: Bishop Thomas McMahon, those killed in the Hong Kong fire and all who have died as 
a result of violence, war and conflict or natural disaster.  

For those whose anniversary occurs around this time: Christine Lavender, Thomas Conlon, Ken Mills, James Shelley, 
Maria D’Amico, Richard Stevens, James Byrne, James Egan, Norah Blaney, Emma Franklin, Geoff Carsons,  
Annie O’Connor, Nora Lomas, Margaret Perry, Catherine Prendergast, June Hutton, Peter Murray, Thomas Byrne,  
Paul Wright. 
Pope’s Prayer Intention for December For Christians in areas of conflict. We pray that Chr istians living in areas of 
conflict, especially in the Middle east, might be seeds of peace, reconciliation and hope. 

Worship this week 
Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to have a Mass intention (or lamp prayer intention) for a particular date. 

Parish Directory   
Parish Priest: Fr Tom Montgomery Email: tommontgomery@rcdow.org.uk 

Tel: 01923 840736 Emergency: 07576 455450             
Deacon: Rev Hervé Boisson Email: herveboisson@rcdow.org.uk 

Parish Office St Matthew’s 
Cheryl Myring 
Siobhan Hogg 
Tel: 01923 840736 
Email: northwood@rcdow.org.uk 

St Joseph’s 
Linda Grimes 
 
Tel: 020 8428 0088  
Email: carpenderspark@rcdow.org.uk 

Catechetical Team Elvadia Tolputt 
northwoodcat@rcdow.org.uk 

Donna Osborne 
carpenderscatechist@rcdow.org.uk 

Colette Quirk & Elizabeth Scudder 
Email: 
northwoodsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  
northwoodsg2@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  

Awaiting Appointment Parish Safeguarding  
Representatives  

Or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk  

(Saturday)  5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday -  People of the Parishes (St Joseph’s) 

   7.30pm: Mass -Jose Pascoal RIP       

Sunday 7th  9.00am: Mass - Margaret Da Cunha RIP (St Matthew’s) 

Second Sunday of 11.00am: Mass -  Ammini Keetikkal RIP (Anniv)(St Joseph’s)  
Advent   6.00pm: Mass - Sarath Desylva RIP (St Matthew’s)         

   8.00pm: Holy Hour - Concluding with Night Prayer (St Matthew’s)   

Monday 8th   9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   

The Immaculate 10.00am: Mass -  Martha Murray (Birthday)  Followed By Rosary  (St Matthew’s) 
Conception of the BVM      

Tuesday 9th  9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   

Advent Feria  10.00am: Mass - Mary Allen RIP LD - Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s)  

Wednesday 10th   NO PUBLIC MASS  
Advent Feria    

Thursday 11th 6.00pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

Advent Feria  7.00pm: Mass - Nicholas Fardey RIP Followed By Rosary  (St Joseph’s) 

Friday 12th   9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   

Advent Feria  10.00am: Mass - Hadden Family (St Matthew’s)        

Saturday 13th  10.30am: Mass - Lucy W est RIP (St Matthew’s) 

S Lucy   11.00am - 11.50am: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions ending with Benediction 

   5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday -  Ann & Tricia Moore RIP (Anniv) (St Joseph’s)    

Sunday 14th  9.00am: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Matthew’s) 

Third Sunday of 11.00am: Mass - Dermot Bassett RIP LD (St Joseph’s)  
Advent   3.00pm: Advent Carol Service 
   6.00pm: Mass - Michael W ilson (Birthday) (St Matthew’s)       
  
      


