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Dear Parishioners 
As we celebrate the Fourth Sunday of Advent, we find ourselves standing at the doorway of Christmas. The weeks of 
waiting, watching, and preparation are nearly complete. Yet the Church, in her wisdom, invites us not to rush past these final 
days. Instead, we are called to pause, to listen, and to open our hearts more fully to the quiet way God comes among us. 

The Gospel for this Sunday places before us the figure of Saint Joseph. Joseph does not speak a single word in Scripture, yet 
his life proclaims a powerful message of faith, trust, and obedience. He is a man whose plans are suddenly disrupted, whose 
future seems uncertain, and who is asked to believe that God is at work in ways he cannot fully understand. 

Joseph learns that Mary, the woman to whom he is betrothed, is with child. We can imagine the confusion and pain that must 
have filled his heart. His hopes for a simple and predictable life are shaken. Yet the Gospel describes him as a righteous man. 
His righteousness is revealed not through anger or judgment, but through compassion. Even in his distress, Joseph chooses 
to protect Mary, resolving to divorce her quietly rather than expose her to shame. 

It is into this fragile moment that God speaks. In a dream, an angel reassures Joseph with words that still echo in our own 
hearts: “Do not be afraid.” Joseph is told that the child conceived in Mary is from the Holy Spirit and that he is to name the 
child Jesus. He is not given a detailed explanation or a clear picture of what lies ahead. He is simply invited to trust. 

Joseph’s response is immediate and wholehearted. When he awakens, he does what the angel of the Lord has commanded 
him. In this simple act of obedience, Joseph opens the door for God’s promise to be fulfilled: “They shall name him 
Emmanuel,” which means God is with us. Through his quiet faithfulness, God enters the world in humility and love. 

This Gospel passage from the Gospel of Matthew speaks deeply to our lives today. Many of us come to this season carrying 
uncertainties of our own. We may be facing changes we did not expect, decisions that weigh heavily on us, or concerns for 
our families, our Church, and our world. Like Joseph, we may be striving to do what is right while still feeling unsure or 
afraid. 

This Fourth Sunday of Advent also comes at a significant moment for our local Church, as we give thanks for the gift of our 
newly appointed Archbishop. A new shepherd brings with him hope, anticipation, and perhaps even some uncertainty, as we 
begin a new chapter together as a diocesan family. This moment invites us to the same posture we see in Joseph: trust in 
God’s guiding hand. 

Just as Joseph was asked to welcome God’s plan unfolding in an unexpected way, we too are invited to welcome this new 
season in the life of our Church with faith and openness. Leadership transitions can bring questions and adjustments, but 
Advent reminds us that God remains faithful. The same Spirit who guided Joseph, Mary, and the early Church continues to 
guide us today. 

Joseph teaches us that holiness often unfolds quietly and faithfully, one step at a time. He did not know all that the future 
held—the journey to Bethlehem, the flight into Egypt, or the responsibility of raising the Son of God. What he knew was 
enough: God was with him, and that was reason enough to trust. 

As Christmas draws near, this final week of Advent invites us to reflect: Where is God asking us to trust more deeply? What 
fears do we need to place in God’s hands? How can we make room—in our homes, our parish, and our hearts—for Christ to 
be born anew? 

May this holy season prepare us not only for the celebration of Christmas, but for renewed faith in God’s presence among us. 
May the example of Saint Joseph inspire us to listen attentively, act faithfully, and trust courageously. And as we welcome 
both the newborn Christ and this new chapter in the life of our Church, may we truly believe the promise at the heart of 
Advent: Emmanuel - God is with us, now and always.. 

With all my prayers and best wishes 

Fr Tom 

St Joseph’s Church  
111 Oxhey Drive,  

Watford  
WD19 7SW 

Parish Office Hours 
Tuesday, Thursday: 9.30am - 3.30pm 

You can make a 

donation to either  

parish by using the 

appropriate QR code. 



Christmas Masses 
The question has been asked, “Which Mass would fulfil my Christmas Obligation” The answer is simply, the Vigil Mass, the 
Mass of the Night or the Mass of the Day (see back page of the newsletter for the times in each church). 

Children’s Choir at St Joseph’s. 
Although the choir will officially start in January, we are inviting children to come and sing in the choir gallery for the 4pm 
Mass on Christmas Eve. If your child (Year 3 and over) would like to be part of that choir for Christmas Eve, we ask that 
they come for 3.15pm  to rehearse the carols for Mass at 4.00pm. 

Christmas Crib 
As well as the usual donations to the Catholic Children’s Society, it will be possible to have a red lamp 
burning by the Christmas Crib over the Octave of Christmas for a particular intention. Each lamp will be 
labelled with the intention it burns for. We ask for a donation of at least £10 per lamp. Please contact the 
parish office at the church where you would like to have your lamp burn. A form is available at the back 
of church for you to write your dedication. 

Christmas Flowers 
We will be using a mixture of silk and fresh flowers over Christmas. If you would like to give a donation 
towards the cost of these flowers you can drop your donation into the basket at the end of Masses this 
Sunday . 

Christmas Offerings 
The offerings given at the Christmas Masses go to the parish to contribute to the cost of priestly ministry 
in our parishes. It does not go directly to Fr Tom. There are Christmas offering envelopes available and 
any offering put in them will be classed as a Christmas Offering for the parish (as will any of the loose 
collection on the Christmas Masses). 

Daily Advent Prayers and Meditations 
The Hallow app offers dozens of simple daily prayers that are perfect for Advent, including the daily rosary, Bible in a Year, 
several different novenas and daily miracle stories. 
During the four weeks of Advent, these daily prayers and meditations can help calm your heart during a season filled with 
distractions. Pray these prayers each day to draw close to God during Advent in 2025. 

 God, be with me today. Help my heart be open to the ways Jesus is at work in my life. Amen. 

 Give me peace today, O Lord. Help me to live this day in eternal hope knowing Jesus will come again. 

 Heavenly Father, Give me the strength to have the same trust in You that Mary had, as she awaited the birth of Jesus. 

 I pray for humility today, Father. Our Saviour entered this world in a manger with animals. When I feel too proud, let 
me remember the Holy Family and Jesus’s humble birth. 

Parish Offices over Christmas 
St Matthew’s Parish Office closes on Tuesday afternoon and will re-open on Monday 5th January. St Joseph’s Parish office 
is now closed and re-opens on Tuesday 6th January. 

Journeying with Hope: The Visit of CAFOD’s Jubilee Icon 
CAFOD’s Jubilee Icon is visiting “Places of Hope” across the Diocese this December. The Icon, commissioned to celebrate 
the Jubilee Year, was created by artist Mulugeta Araya in Ethiopia, for the Catholic Church in England and Wales. The Icon 
will be finishing its tour of the Diocese in Westminster Cathedral, where it will be from Monday 22nd – Friday 26th 
December. 

 About the Icon 
The Icon depicts Luke 4:16-21, where Jesus unrolls and reads the scroll of Isaiah: “The Spirit 
of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has 
sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set a liberty 
those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour”. 

In the reflection booklet to accompany the Diocesan tour, Fr Patrick van der Vorst, Precentor 
of the Cathedral and Founder of Christian Art, reminds us that: “Christian art is more than 
decoration. It is a doorway into prayer, devotion, and divine encounter. Icons, especially, act as 
windows into the heavenly realm, drawing us beyond mere words into sacred presence. When 
we gaze at an icon, our eyes meet scriptural truths, and our pilgrim hearts are offered a path 
toward contemplation. When Christians pray before this icon, we do more than just look. We 
watch Jesus, we listen to Him read, and we reflect on the words “Today this Scripture is 
fulfilled in your hearing” (Luke 4:21). The visual encounter becomes verbal encounter, 
communal encounter! As we meditate, we join the jubilee song of Christ for a world weighed 
down by injustice.” 

As this Jubilee Year draws to a close, Christians across the Diocese are invited to come and encounter the Icon. This Advent, 
may the Icon’s visit remind us of God’s presence in each other, enlivening our own calling to be tangible signs of hope to 
those who need it this Christmas. 

Monday 22 December:    
12.30pm, The Icon will be formally received at Mass in Westminster Cathedral, SW1P 1LT;   
The Icon will remain in the Cathedral until the evening of Friday 26 December. 
 

The Reflection Booklet can be found at  
https://rcdow.org.uk/att/files/jubilee%202025/resources%20to%20accompany%20the%20jubilee%20icon%
20final.pdf 



Lamp Prayer Intentions  

(St Matthew’s)  
Blessed Sacrament   
Thanksgiving for Prayers Answered/Colette Quirk 

Our Lady   
Thanksgiving for Prayers Answered/Colette Quirk 

(St Joseph’s ) 
Blessed Sacrament   

Maurice & Florence Rodrigo +  John Crowle RIP 

Our Lady   
Chris Ryan RIP 

Boxing Day (St Stephen’s Day) 
Mass will be at St Matthew’s but please note the change of time - it will be at 11.00am. The rosary will be said before Mass 
and church will close after Mass. If you would like to enjoy a mulled wine, there will be some available after Mass in the Fr 
Bebb room. All are welcome to come and enjoy a little refreshments. If you want to share any mince pies that might be 
spare, then I’m sure they will be appreciated. 

Good Books 
Our Christmas holiday reading settles us firmly in England in the '60s and '70s. Toast, the memoir of the chef and food writer 
Nigel Slater, is a wonderful evocation of that time and tells a personal history through memories of food. It  makes for 
delicious reading which we'll talk about on January 14th. If your New Year's resolution is to read more, do consider joining 
the group either in person or via WhatsApp. Email mrsjulieshelton@gmail.com for more information. 

Pope issues message for World Day of Peace  
Pope Leo XIV has issued his message for the 59th World Day 
of Peace, which will take place on 1 January 2026. 

Calling for an unarmed and disarming peace in today’s world, 
Pope Leo said: 

“An essential service that religions must render to a suffering 
humanity is to guard against the growing temptation to 
weaponize even thoughts and words. The great spiritual 
traditions, as well as right reason, teach us to look beyond blood 
ties or ethnicity, beyond associations that accept only those who 
are similar and reject those who are different. Today, we see 
that this cannot be taken for granted. … Therefore, alongside 
action, it is more necessary than ever to cultivate prayer, 
spirituality, and ecumenical and interreligious dialogue as paths 
of peace and as languages of encounter within traditions and 
cultures.” 

The World Day of Peace is observed each year on January 1, 
the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God. Since its establishment 
in 1967 by Pope St Paul VI, the Popes have taken the occasion 
to offer magisterial reflections in Messages for the day, dealing 
with topics such as the United Nations, human rights, 
diplomacy, and economic development. 

The full text of his message can be found at https://
www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/messages/peace/
documents/20251208-messaggio-pace.html 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available at the 

following times before Christmas. 
 

Saturday 20th December 
5.00pm - 5.45pm  (St Joseph’s) 

Sunday 21st December 
8.30am - 8.50am (St Matthew’s) 
12.15pm—12.45pm (St Joseph’s) 
5.30pm - 5.50pm (St Matthew’s) 

Monday 22nd December 
10.30am - 11.00am (St Matthew’s) 

Tuesday 23rd December 
9.00am - 9.30am (St Joseph’s) 

Wednesday 24th December 
9.00am - 9.45am (St Matthew’s) 

Christmas Reflection 
At the end of term school Mass on Friday. Children read the 
following reflection 

Nobody thought he’d come like he did; 
Born like a poor child in a borrowed house, 
The son of a woman seeming no different from any other, 
Except in her glowing faith and huge generosity. 

Long after the kings who envied him have been forgotten, 
The name of Jesus, Son of God and son of Mary,  
Is remembered in lands not even heard of then. 

Long after Mary’s own birthplace is forgotten, 
Or the shape of her face and the age of her death, 
We remember that she was a woman who gave to God 
Her whole life, her whole womanhood 
And because of that, ‘all generations will call her blessed’. 

Mary, remind us of what is best in our human nature-  
Sympathy, compassion, motherhood, love and care. 
Remind us too, that we are made not just for this life,  
Because as you are now, we one day shall be, 
Through the grace and gift of God. 



Bishop Richard Moth appointed new Archbishop of Westminster  
His Holiness Pope Leo XIV has  appointed the Right Reverend Richard Moth as Archbishop of Westminster. Ordained to the 
priesthood for the Archdiocese of Southwark on 3 July 1982, Archbishop-elect Moth has served as Bishop of Arundel and 
Brighton since 2015. Prior to that, he was the Catholic Bishop of the Forces from 2009 to 2015. 

Archbishop-elect Moth will become the 12th Archbishop of Westminster, succeeding Cardinal Vincent Nichols, who has 
served in the role since 2009. Cardinal Nichols will now become Apostolic Administrator of the Diocese of Westminster 
until Archbishop-elect Moth is Installed at Westminster Cathedral on Saturday, 14 February 2026.  

On hearing of his appointment, Archbishop-elect Moth said: 

"I am moved greatly by the trust that Pope Leo has placed in me, in 
appointing me to the Diocese of Westminster. As I prepare to move to 
the Diocese, I am so grateful for the support being given to me by 
Cardinal Vincent Nichols at this time. He has given dedicated service 
to the Diocese and will be missed greatly. 

"Serving the Diocese of Arundel and Brighton has given me the 
wonderful opportunity of sharing the Church's mission with lay 
faithful and clergy, and I give thanks for the many blessings of these 
last ten years.  

"My first task will be to get to know the priests and people of 
Westminster and I look forward, now, to serving them. With them, 
and building on the firm foundations that have been laid by so many 
down the years, I look forward to continuing the great adventure that 
is the life of the Church and witness to the Gospel." 

Cardinal Vincent Nichols said:  

"I am delighted at this news. Archbishop-elect Richard will bring to our Diocese many gifts and considerable episcopal 
experience from his years of ministry in the Diocese of Arundel and Brighton, and before that as Bishop of the Forces. I look 
forward very much to his Installation as our new Archbishop on Saturday, 14 February 2026. It is, of course, St Valentine’s 
Day, as well as the Feast of Saints Cyril and Methodius, co-Patrons of Europe.  

"I remember being present in Westminster Cathedral on 29 September 2009 for the Episcopal Ordination of Bishop Richard 
as Bishop of the Forces. So today I can say: 'Welcome back, dear Bishop Richard. You are most welcome indeed.'"  

Biography  

Bishop Richard Moth was born in Chingola, Zambia, in 1958. He was brought up in 
Kent and, after leaving The Judd School, Tonbridge, began formation for the 
Priesthood at St. John’s Seminary, Wonersh. He was ordained Priest for the 
Archdiocese of Southwark on 3 June 1982 

He served as assistant priest at St. Bede’s, Clapham Park, before pursing studies in 
Canon Law at St. Paul University, Ottawa. In 1987, he was appointed assistant priest at 
St. Saviour’s Lewisham, during which time he also served as a Territorial Army 
Chaplain with 217 General Hospital RAMC(V).  

He served as Private Secretary to Archbishop Michael Bowen from 1992 until 2001, 
during which time he was also President of the Interdiocesan Tribunal of Second 
Instance of Southwark and Vocations Director. In 2001 he was appointed Vicar 
General and Chancellor of the Diocese.  

He was ordained Bishop of the Forces on 29 September 2009 in Westminster Cathedral 
and served in this capacity, until his appointment as Bishop of Arundel and Brighton 
on 21 March 2015.    

He is Chair of Governors at St. Mary’s University, Twickenham, Chair of the 
Department for Social Justice of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and 
Wales and Liaison Bishop for Prisons. He serves on the Standing Committee of the 
Bishops’ Conference. He chairs The Plater Trust, dedicated to the support of projects 
across England and Wales that put into practice the principles of Catholic Social 
Teaching. He is also a member of the Mixed Commission of the Bishops’ Conference 

– a body that brings together bishops and those living Religious Life.  

Bishop Richard has been an Oblate of Pluscarden Abbey for over 40 years and is a member of the Equestrian Order of the 
Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem, travelling many times to the Holy Land. In 2020 he was appointed Prior of the Southern 
Section of the Lieutenancy of England and Wales. 

He is a Liveryman and Extra Court Member of the Skinners’ Company and a Freeman the City of London, serving the 
Company as Chair of its History Committee.  

He enjoys horse riding and walking.  



Bishops affirm the true nature of Catholic witness and worship at Christmas 
Archbishop Bernard Longley and Bishop Richard Moth have released a statement 
affirming what the coming of Christ at Christmas means to Catholics, expressing 
their shared concern at societal tensions and division in our communities, something 
that does not “reflect the spirit or message of Christmas.” 

The Chair of the Department for Dialogue and Unity, and Chair of the Department 
for Social Justice of the Bishops’ Conference respectively, Archbishop Longley and 
Bishop Moth describe our participation in Advent and the celebration of Christmas as 
“our lived response in opposition to those who seek division.” 

The statement presents hope, joy, peace, and love as the incarnational antidote to 
these divisions. 

Statement 

Today, 17 December, sees the beginning of the octave before Christmas, an ancient part of our liturgy, dating back to the 
fourth century, with a focus upon the coming of Christ the Prince of Peace at Christmas and marked by the singing of the ‘O 
Antiphons’ at the evening Office of Vespers. 

The Christmas story gives us inspiration and hope in a world that can feel divided. We are concerned about the tensions that 
are growing in society and the desire by some groups to sow seeds of division within our communities. This does not reflect 
the spirit or message of Christmas. 

From the Latin word adventus, meaning “coming” or “arrival,” referring to Jesus’ birth and second coming, Advent is a time 
of preparation. Parishes will have an Advent wreath with candles which are lit each Sunday as we approach Christmas. The 
candles symbolise hope, peace, joy and love. For Catholics these form the focus of our liturgy, prayer and social action. Our 
participation in Advent and the celebration of Christmas is our lived response in opposition to those who seek division. 

Hope 
There was ‘no room at the inn’ for the Saviour of the world. We recognise that many people feel marginalised, unheard and 
overlooked. The incarnation demonstrates God’s love for all. Our parishes across the country will be filled with people from 
all backgrounds, ages and ethnicities. We all have a home in the Church and, in a sense, in the Holy Family of Mary, Joseph 
and Jesus. As St Paul says in his letter to the Philippians (3:20) “We are all citizens of Heaven.” Our parishes should be a 
beautiful demonstration of our unity and a sign of hope that faith brings people together from all walks of life. 

The Christmas story provides ample examples of how the message should be spread without limit to all who have an open 
heart as St Paul’s Letter to the Romans (2:11-13) states “God does not have any favourites!” The angels appeared to the 
shepherds, the poorest of the poor. 

The Magi travelled from a far-off land, called to meet the Messiah who was the Saviour of all. The Holy Family had to travel 
to Egypt as refugees. We should empathise with all who come to this country for their safety. 

Joy 
This year has been a Jubilee Year of Hope in our community, a time for pilgrimage and prayer. A time to re-establish a 
proper relationship with God, with one another, and with all creation. The Jubilee Year is a joyful connection which unites 
Catholics all across the globe in a common celebration. As we reflect on the year we remember the Canonisation of London-
born St Carlo Acutis, the Catholic Church’s first Millennial saint, and the joy that our children and young people in our 
Catholic schools and parishes bring to the mission of the Church. 

Peace 
We have a duty as Christians to be bridgebuilders and peacemakers. Pope Francis in his letter, Fratelli tutti, called for us to 
build a society at peace with itself and where people are at peace with each other. Doing so, he said it required “a spirit of 
openness to everyone”. 

We have seen increased hostility towards religious communities in this country. However, in this 60th Anniversary year of 
the Declaration of the Second Vatican Council’s Nostra Aetate, we renew our gratitude for our fellowship with other faith 
communities, especially at this special time for Christians. Reflecting on this anniversary, Pope Leo said “we cannot truly 
call on God, the Father of all, if we refuse to treat in a brotherly or sisterly way any man or woman created in the image of 
God.” (Pope Leo XIV at “Walking Together in Hope,” a celebration of 60 years of Nostra Aetate, 18/10/25). We are 
committed to dialogue and we continue to pray for peace between our different faiths in our own communities and abroad, on 
the basis of our shared desire across the different faith communities to work for peace in the world. 

Love 
As Catholics our preparation for Jesus’ arrival is carried out through prayer and through charitable action. “Our faith is seen 
in our good works” reflects the Catholic understanding, rooted in the Bible, especially James 2:24. Through the charitable 
work of the Church we bring love, material support and fraternity to those in particular need. As Pope Benedict wrote, 
charity is an indispensable part of the very being of the Church. Our communities will be donating to foodbanks, giving 
generously to charities, visiting the lonely and our churches provide places for peace, prayer and reflection. Just as the 
shepherds and magi were welcomed into the stable, so should our parishes be places of sanctuary and welcome for all. We 
recognise the millions of Catholics across the country who are living out their faith in their local communities in a way which 
unites us in serving the common good. As Pope Benedict said, “love of neighbour is a path that leads to the encounter with 
God.” (Deus Caritas Est 16) This is at the heart of what it is to be a Catholic at Christmas. 

O Sapientia, quae ex ore Altissimi prodiisti, attingens a fine usque ad finem, fortiter suaviterque disponens omnia: veni ad 
docendum nos viam prudentiae. 

O wisdom, you come forth from the mouth of the most high. You fill the universe and hold all things together in a strong yet 
gentle manner. O come to teach us the way of truth. walking.  



Third Advent reflection: May the Church foster encounter as she sets out to know God 
“The universality of salvation: A hope without conditions” is the theme of the third Advent meditation, delivered  
on Friday morning in the Paul VI Hall in the presence of the Pope. In his sermon, Fr Roberto Pasolini, the 
Preacher of the Papal Household focuses on the attitude of the Magi, who boldly dared to open themselves to the 
unknown. 

The Light that reveals 
The Capuchin friar offered a reflection on the universal manifestation of salvation, on Christ, the “true light,” who 
is “capable of illuminating, clarifying, and guiding the entire complexity of human experience,” who "does not 
erase man’s questions, desires, and searches, but connects them, purifies them, and leads them toward a fuller meaning.” 
The world has not embraced this light because “men loved darkness rather than the light.” The problem, Father Pasolini explained, is “our 
willingness” to welcome the light, which “is necessary and beautiful, but also demanding: it unmasks pretense, lays bare contradictions, forces 
us to recognize what we would rather not see,” and for this reason, “we often avoid it.” 
Yet, the priest noted, “Jesus does not contrast those who do evil with those who do good, but those who do evil with those who practise truth.” 
This means that "to welcome the light of the Incarnation, it is not necessary to already be good or perfect, but to begin to practise truth in one’s 
life: to stop hiding and to accept being seen for who one is,” because “God is more interested in our truth than in superficial goodness.” 

The Church, a community that lives the light of Christ 
For the Church, this means “embarking on a journey of greater truth,” which “does not mean exhibiting moral purity or claiming impeccable 
consistency,” but “presenting oneself with sincerity,” and “recognizing our resistance” and “fragility.” The world does not expect “the image 
of a flawless institution, nor another discourse indicating what should be done,” said Father Pasolini, but it “needs to encounter a community 
that, despite its imperfections and contradictions, truly lives in the light of Christ and is not afraid to show itself for what it is.” 
The Magi, for example, demonstrated a singular way of being authentic by “walking the path of the Lord,” the priest explained. They set out 
from afar, demonstrating “that in order to welcome the light of Christmas, a certain distance is necessary,” to allow us “to see things better: 
with a freer, deeper gaze, more capable of surprise.” 
Instead, the habit of “looking at reality too closely” can make us “prisoners of predictable judgments and overly consolidated interpretations.” 
This can also happen to “those who live permanently at the centre of ecclesial life and bear its responsibilities,” observed the preacher of the 
Papal Household, because “daily familiarity with roles, structures, decisions, and urgencies can, over time, narrow our outlook”. Thus, there is 
the risk of failing to recognize “the new signs through which God makes Himself present in the life of the world.” 

The unexpected ways of God 
If Christmas Day celebrates “the light [that] has entered the world,” Epiphany emphasizes that “this light does not impose itself, but allows 
itself to be recognized… it manifests itself within a history still marked by darkness and searching,” and is “a presence that offers itself to those 
who are willing to move.” 
“Not everyone sees it the same way, not everyone recognizes it at the same time,” because “the light of Christ allows itself to be encountered 
by those who accept to step outside themselves, to set out on a journey, to seek,” the Capuchin friar emphasized, adding that this is also true 
“for the journey of the Church,” since “not everything that is true appears immediately clear, nor is everything that is evangelical immediately 
effective.” Sometimes “the truth asks to be followed even before it is fully understood.” 
In this regard, Father Pasolini mentioned the experience of the Magi, “who do not advance supported by established certainties, but by a 
fragile star, which is nonetheless sufficient to set them on their journey.” The wise men who came to Bethlehem from the East teach us that 
“to encounter the face of God made man, it is necessary to set out on a journey.” 
This, the preacher of the Papal Household emphasized, “is true for every believer,” and especially for those who have “the responsibility to 
protect, guide, and discern.” “Without a desire that remains alive, even the highest forms of service risk becoming repetitive, self-referential, 
incapable of surprise.” 
For Father Pasolini, the star that guided the Magi, is also “the sign of the discreet calls with which God continues to make Himself present in 
history.” The wise men, who “do not know the Scriptures of Israel” but read the heavens, remind us “that God also speaks through 
unexpected ways, peripheral experiences, questions that arise from contact with reality and await to be heard.” 

‘Remaining seated’ 
But another important aspect that emerges from the story of the Magi is the attitude of inquiry. The refusal to set out on the journey in search 
of Christ, “remaining still,” can lead to “the temptation to settle into a position that appears reassuring, made up of certainties and established 
habits, but which over time risks becoming a form of interior immobility,” which slowly isolates us, often without us realizing it. 
This is what happens to Herod, who appears “to be attentive: he questions, calculates, plans,” but does not set out for Bethlehem. He does not 
accept “the risk and surprise of what might happen,” and delegates the task of going to the Magi, reserving the right to be informed of 
developments. “It is the attitude of those who want to know everything without exposing themselves, remaining sheltered from the 
consequences of real involvement,” the Franciscan friar stated, warning against an “abundance of knowledge” that lacks “real involvement.” 
“We know many things, but we remain distant. We observe reality without letting it touch us, protected by a position that shelters us from the 
unexpected.” 
It happens, then, that in the Church one can “know the doctrine well, preserve tradition, celebrate the liturgy with care, and yet remain static.” 
“Like the scribes of Jerusalem, we too can know where the Lord continues to be present—in the peripheries, among the poor, in the wounds 
of history—without finding the strength or courage to move in that direction,” the preacher of the Papal Household warned. 

The courage to rise 
In short, in order to encounter God, “the first step is always to rise: to leave our inner refuges, our securities, our established view of things,” 
Father Pasolini insisted, specifying that “getting up requires courage. It means abandoning the sedentary lifestyle that protects us but 
immobilizes us, accepting the fatigue of the journey, exposing ourselves to the uncertainty of what is not yet clear,” just as the Magi did, 
leaving their homeland and crossing “distances without guarantees, guided only by a faint and discreet sign,” not knowing what they would 
find but trusting in the light that preceded them. 

This means hoping. 
Father Pasolini also noted the Magi’s humility. Having arrived in Bethlehem, they adored the Child, set out, searched, and opened themselves 
to the mystery: “Getting up and then kneeling down: this is the movement of faith. We stand up to step outside ourselves, not to put ourselves 
at the centre. And then we lower ourselves, because we realize that what we encounter is beyond our control.” 
For the preacher of the Papal Household, “this is true in our relationship with God, but also in our everyday relationships … when the other 
surprises us, disappoints us, or changes” and we need to stop imposing our own point of view and “learn to truly listen.” 
And, broadening our perspective, it also applies to the Church, which “is called to move, to go out, to encounter people and situations that are 
distant from her,” and “also to know how to stop, to lower her gaze, and recognize that not everything belongs to her or can be controlled.” 



Readings at  Sunday Mass 

First reading                           Isaiah 7:10-14 

In those days: The Lord spoke to Ahaz: ‘Ask a sign of the 
Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.’ 
But Ahaz said, ‘I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to 
the test.’ And Isaiah said, ‘Hear then, O house of David! Is it 
too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God 
also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. 
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall 
call his name Emmanuel.’ 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 Responsorial Psalm    24(23):1-2. 3-4b. 5-6. ℟ cf. 6 

Let the Lord enter; he is the king of glory. 

The Lord’s is the earth and its fullness, 
the world, and those who dwell in it. 
It is he who set it on the seas; 
on the rivers he made it firm.  

Let the Lord enter; he is the king of glory. 

Who shall climb the mountain of the Lord? 
Who shall stand in his holy place? 
The clean of hands and pure of heart, 
whose soul is not set on vain things.  

Let the Lord enter; he is the king of glory. 

Blessings from the Lord shall he receive, 
and right reward from the God who saves him. 
Such are the people who seek him, 
who seek the face of the God of Jacob.  

Let the Lord enter; he is the king of glory. 

Second reading                              Romans 1:1-7 

Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an Apostle, set 
apart for the gospel of God, which he promised beforehand 
through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, concerning his 
Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 
and was declared to be the Son of God in power according 
to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead: 
Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom we have received 
grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith 
for the sake of his name among all the nations, including 
you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ. 

To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be 
saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and they shall call his name Emmanuel  
which means, God with us. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Gospel                  Matthew 1:18-24 

The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. 
When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, 
before they came together she was found to be with child 
from the Holy Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a just 
man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to send 
her away quietly. But as he considered these things, 
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, 
saying, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as 
your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the 
Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call his 
name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.’ 

All this took place to fulfil what the Lord had spoken by 
the prophet: 

‘Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and they shall call his name Emmanuel’ - 
which means, God with us. 

When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the 
Lord commanded him: he took his wife. 

The Gospel of The Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Then “the gift of salvation can become universal: to the extent that the Church accepts to leave her own securities and look with respect at the 
lives of others, recognizing that even there, often in unexpected ways, something of the light of Christ can emerge.” 
The true light of Christmas 
A final aspect on which the preacher of the Papal Household invites us to reflect is that “if God has chosen to dwell in our flesh, then every 
human life carries within itself a light, a vocation, a value that cannot be erased.” This must lead us to conclude that “we did not come into the 
world merely to survive or to pass the time in the best way possible,” but “to attain a greater life: that of the children of God.” 
And so the Church’s task is “to offer the light of Christ to the world. Not as something to be imposed or defended, but as a presence to be 
offered,” allowing anyone to approach. 
“From this perspective, the mission does not consist of forcing the encounter, but of making it possible,” concluded Father Pasolini. “A 
Church that offers Christ’s presence to all does not appropriate His light, but reflects it. She does not place herself at the centre to dominate, 
but to attract. And precisely for this reason, she becomes a place of encounter, where everyone can recognize Christ and, before Him, 
rediscover the meaning of their own life.” 
“This perspective” he claimed, “forces us to rethink our missionary habits. We often imagine evangelizing means bringing something that is 
lacking, filling a void, correcting a mistake”; but “Epiphany points to another path: helping others recognize the light that already dwells 
within them, the dignity they already possess, the gifts they already hold.” 
Therefore, the catholicity of the Church consists in “guarding Christ in order to offer Him to everyone, with the confidence that beauty, 
goodness, and truth are already present in each person, called to be fulfilled and to find their fullest meaning in Him.” 
In conclusion, then, for the preacher of the Papal Household, “the true light of Christmas 'enlightens every man' precisely because it is able to 
reveal to each person his or her own truth, his or her own calling, his or her own likeness to God.” 

The full text of Fr Pasolini’s meditation can be found at https://www.vaticannews.va/content/dam/vaticannews/meditazioni/
casa-pontificia/doc/ADVENT-2025---3.-The-universality-of-salvation.pdf 



Worship this week 
Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to have a Mass intention (or lamp prayer intention) for a particular date. 

(Saturday)  55.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Carl Scally & Mike Carey RIP (Anniv)  (St Joseph’s) 

Sunday  21st 8.30am - 8.50am Confessions (St Matthew’s) 
4th Sunday   9.00am: Mass - Moore Family (Sp Intns) (St Matthew’s) 

of Advent  11.00am: Mass –People of the Parishes (St Joseph’s) 
   12.15pm - 12.45pm Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
     5.30pm - 5.50pm Confessions (St Matthew’s) 

   6.00pm: Mass –Dino Ribeiro RIP (St Matthew’s) 

Monday 22nd  9.00am Exposition of the Bl. Sacrament  09:40 Morning Prayer   

Advent Feria  10.00am: Mass - Joe Da Cunha RIP   Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s) 
   10.30am - 11.00am Confessions (St Matthew’s) 

Tuesday 23rd  9.00am Exposition of the Bl. Sacrament (Confessions Available)  09:40 Morning Prayer   

Advent Feria  10.00am: Mass - Anastasia Bell (Birthday) Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s) 

Wednesday 24th 9.00am Exposition of the Bl. Sacrament (Confessions Available)  09:40 Morning Prayer   

Advent Feria  10.00am: Mass - Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s) 

The Season of Christmas 

   4.00pm: Vigil Mass - People of the Parishes  (St Joseph’s) 

   6.00pm: Vigil Mass -People of the Parishes  (St Matthew’s) 

   10.00pm: Mass of the Night -People of the Parishes  (St Matthew’s) 

   Midnight: Mass of the Night -People of the Parishes  (St Joseph’s) 

Thursday 25th  9.00am: Mass - People of the Parishes  (St Matthew’s) 

CHRISTMAS DAY 11.00am: Mass -People of the Parishes  Family (St Joseph’s) 

Friday 26th  10.30am: Rosary  

S Stephen  11.00am: Mass - Mary Gallagher RIP/LD (St Matthew’s)  
(No Friday            Church closes after Mass 
  abstinence)   

Saturday 27th  09:45 Morning Prayer  Followed By Rosary  

St John  10.30am: Mass - Fr Baldwin RIP (St Matthew’s) 

   11.00am - 11.50am:Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions ending with Benediction 

   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Paul Fedrick Maple RIP/LD (St Joseph’s) 

Sunday  28th 9.00am: Mass - Mon’s Butler RIP (St Matthew’s) 
The Holy Family 11.00am: Mass –Maurice & Florence Rodrigo & John Crowle RIP (St Joseph’s) 

of Jesus, Mary & 6.00pm: Mass -People of the Parishes  (St Matthew’s) 
Joseph       

 

   

Please join us in praying for those who are sick and those who have died: 
Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which  

are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.  

For those who are sick: John Sheppard, Mary Vaughan, Helen Jones, Sinead Ceasar, Gilda Kumarathasan,  
Siobhan Frost, Leslie Caesar, Mary Elizabeth Thomas, Georgette Gornall,  Ann Archer, Kathleen Lynch, Kathleen Andrews, 
Harry Nandlal, Dawn Tannian, Phil Carey, Alice Sheppard, Dave Jessop, Brendan Davern, Shay Murray, Joe Dolan, Ruby 
King, John Wildsmith, Cecil Swampillai, Belinda Plummer, Marilyn Theodore, Veronica Savill, Levan Soloman, Patricia 
Procter,  Philip Wilson, Mary Hyde, King Charles, Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Eileen Wildsmith, Peter Fitzpatrick,  
Mark O’Connor, Marie Marron, Carol-Ann Frost, Ada Barker, Ron Picardo, Kerry Blackburn, James Wilson, Audrey Potts,  
Rafael Pino, Julius Fayiti,  Anna Kelly, Justin, Margaret Downing,  as well as others for whom we have been praying 
together recently.  

For those who have died recently: Especially  all who have died as a result of violence, war and conflict or natural disaster.  

For those whose anniversary occurs around this time: Mary Tobin, Alfred Scudder, Alzira Pacheco, John Keating, Eileen 
Hill, Florence Clifford, Maria Mifsud, Peter Wildsmith, Dan O’Malley, Margaret O’Connor, Brendan McDevitt, Ellen 
Carey, Karolina Szymanska, Patrick Daly, Anthony Goulding, Ann Calanan, Mairead Wedgeworth, James Flynn, Michael 
Deacon, Tom Burke, Margaret Cousins, Sheila Cleary, Maisie Marsden.  
Pope’s Prayer Intention for December For Christians in areas of conflict. We pray that Chr istians living in areas of 
conflict, especially in the Middle east, might be seeds of peace, reconciliation and hope. 


