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Dear Parishioners 
Each year, the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity invites Christians throughout the world to reflect on Christ’s desire that 
His followers be one. For Catholics, this week is far more than a symbolic observance or a gesture of goodwill. It is a time to 
recommit ourselves to a mission that lies at the heart of the Gospel: the restoration of unity among all who confess Jesus 
Christ as Lord. 

The call to Christian unity comes directly from Jesus Himself. On the night before He suffered and died, Jesus prayed to the 
Father, “that they may all be one… so that the world may believe that you sent me” (John 17:21). This prayer reveals that 
unity among Christians is not optional or secondary. It is intimately connected to the credibility of our witness. When 
Christians are divided, the message of the Gospel can appear fragmented or weakened. When Christians strive for unity, the 
love of Christ becomes more visible to the world. 

Catholics believe that baptism unites a person to Christ and incorporates them into His Body. Because of this, the Church 
recognizes that all validly baptized Christians share a real, though imperfect, communion with the Catholic Church. While 
important differences in doctrine, worship, and church governance remain, these differences do not erase the genuine bond 
created by baptism. Praying for unity helps us remember that other Christians are not strangers, but brothers and sisters who 
already belong to Christ. It also helps us approach dialogue with humility rather than fear or suspicion. 

Some Catholics worry that working for Christian unity means watering down Catholic teaching or pretending that real 
differences do not exist. In fact, authentic unity can never be built on ignoring the truth. The Church teaches that unity must 
be grounded in truth and charity together. Praying for unity does not require us to abandon our Catholic faith; instead, it calls 
us to live that faith more deeply. True ecumenism invites honest dialogue, careful listening, and patience, trusting that the 
Holy Spirit guides the Church into all truth in His time. 

The mission of the Church is to proclaim Christ to the world. Divisions among Christians can create confusion for those who 
are searching for God or considering the Christian faith. When Catholics work respectfully with other Christians—especially 
in areas such as prayer, service to the poor, defense of human dignity, and care for the suffering—we give a powerful 
witness to the Gospel. Unity in action shows that love can transcend centuries of division and that faith in Christ leads 
believers toward reconciliation rather than rivalry. 

The commitment to Christian unity is firmly embedded in the life and teaching of the Catholic Church, particularly since the 
Second Vatican Council. The Church teaches that the desire for unity is a work of the Holy Spirit and that prayer is the soul 
of the ecumenical movement. Conversion of heart, personal holiness, and humility are essential. Unity will not be achieved 
by arguments alone, but by Christians who allow Christ to transform their hearts. This responsibility belongs to every 
Catholic, not only to theologians, clergy, or Church leaders. 

What Can Catholics Do During This Week? The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity offers simple but meaningful ways for 
Catholics to participate in Christ’s prayer for unity. We can begin by praying—at Mass, in personal prayer, or as families—
for the healing of divisions among Christians. We can learn more about other Christian traditions, seeking understanding 
rather than relying on assumptions. We can examine our own attitudes, asking whether pride, prejudice, or indifference 
might be obstacles to unity. Finally, we can practice charity and respect in everyday encounters with other Christians, 
allowing our words and actions to reflect Christ’s love. 

Christian unity is ultimately God’s gift, not merely the result of human effort. Yet Christ asks us to cooperate with that gift 
through prayer, patience, and perseverance. During this Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, we are invited to renew our 
hope that one day all Christians may gather around one table, profess one faith, and celebrate one Eucharist. Until that day, 
may our prayer be sincere, our charity genuine, and our trust firm that the Holy Spirit continues to lead the Church toward 
the unity Christ so deeply desires. 

With all my prayers and best wishes 

Fr Tom 

St Joseph’s Church  
111 Oxhey Drive,  

Watford  
WD19 7SW 

Parish Office Hours 
Tuesday, Thursday: 9.30am - 3.30pm 

You can make a 

donation to either  

parish by using the 

appropriate QR code. 



Thank You 
A huge thank you to those who came and helped with the deanery meeting and lunch at St Matthew’s on Tuesday. It was 
greatly appreciated from by the Hillingdon deanery clergy and pastoral lay workers.  

Installation of the new Archbishop of Westminster.  
Archbishop Richard will be installed as the 12th Archbishop of Westminster next month. On Friday 13th February 2026 at 
5.30pm there will be a celebration of Solemn Vespers in Westminster Cathedral, at which the Archbishop-elect will preach. 
The Mass of Installation will take place on Saturday 14 February 2026 at 12 noon. Each parish has been invited to send two 
representatives to the Friday evening Vespers and one representative to the Mass. Our parish representatives will be chosen 
by the drawing of lots. To register your interest, please complete the online form at https://bit.ly/ArchbishopDraw (If you are 
unable to go online for any reason, then please call either parish office who will fill in your details for you). The deadline to 
complete the form is midnight on Sunday 25th January. 

Sunday Mass Times 
A suggestion has been made to change the Mass time at St Joseph’s from 11.00am to 11.15am. The main reason is that Fr 
Tom often has difficulty getting from St Matthew’s to St Joseph’s in time to begin at 11.00am. This means that we often 
begin late. The extra fifteen minutes would enable him to have time to see and speak to people after the 9.00am Mass at St 
Matthew’s. (Under the old timetable when Fr Tom only had St Matthew’s the Mass was at 11.15am). You can also make 
your opinion online at https://bit.ly/SJ_SundayMassTime Thank you to those who have already responded. There is still time 
to make your views known. 

Charitable Giving 
As we begin a new year, we can think about the charities that we might wish to support this coming year. We already have a 
number of collections that we are obliged by the diocese to hold, but we are also able to support other charities. Last year 
(particularly during Lent) we supported two of our local hospices. If you would like to suggest a charity that we might 
support this year, please fill in the online form at so that it can be decided by the Finance Committees of each parish. You can 
also make your recommendation online at https://bit.ly/SMSJ_LentenAlms 

Formation Talk: “Making a Spiritual Plan for 2026”  
In this formation talk, Fr James McTavish (the new Parish Priest of Ruislip) will guide people on how to make a personalised 
spiritual plan for the year ahead, to help us know and live God’s will for our lives. It will take place in the Sacred Heart 
Church Ruislip on Tuesday 20th January, 7.30-8.45pm. If you are planning to attend you are asked to “please bring a 
ballpen”.  

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
This Sunday sees this annual event begin. There are a few events that you might be interested in attending.  
Tuesday 20th January at 5pm – Westminster Cathedral are hosting the Choir of St Paul’s Cathedral, to sing Vespers 
together, in thanksgiving for the recent proclamation of St John Henry Newman as a Doctor of the Church. The preacher will 
be Archbishop Rowan Williams; 
Friday 23rd January at 5pm – St Paul’s Cathedral are hosting the Choir of Westminster Cathedral, to sing Evensong 
together. 
James Holland (Diocesan Ecumenical Coordinator), is running an Ecumenical Pilgrimage on Friday 23rd January. The 
pilgrimage will leave from Westminster Cathedral at 1pm and visit a Catholic Church in Central London and Temple 
Church, before finishing at St Paul’s in time for Evensong. If you are planning to take part in that pilgrimage, please email 
ecumenism@rcdow.org.uk to let them know you are coming. 
Sunday 25th January at 3pm Holy Trinity in Northwood will host an hour  of 'Coffee and Cake for Christian Unity' 
This is for anyone from our parishes to go, enjoy, and maybe talk about whether and what we'd like to do together going 
forwards.  

Cardinal Vincent 
This Saturday Cardinal Vincent celebrates his 34th anniversary of his ordination as a bishop. We pray for him as he prepares 
to step down from leading our diocese.  
Clergy and parishioners from across the Diocese will gather at Westminster Cathedral on Thursday 5 February for a Mass of 
Thanksgiving for Cardinal Vincent Nichols. All are welcome to attend the Mass at 5:30pm as we give thanks to God for the 
Cardinal’s sixteen years of service to our diocese.  

Good Books 
The group next meets on Wednesday 11 February at 2 pm in the Fr Bebb Room (St Matthew's) where we will be transported 
to Buenos Aires as we talk about Claudia Pineiro's "Elena Knows". If you cannot join us but want to join the chat, please 
email mrsjulieshelton@gmail.com to be added to the WhatsApp group. 

St Joseph’s Children’s Choir 
Our choir sang for the fist time last week at the Saturday evening Mass. If your child would like to come along and sing, then 
there is a practice at 5.30pm in the large parish office (where children’s liturgy happens) before the Saturday evening Mass. 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes  
The dates for this year’s Westminster Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes are 17 – 24 July 2026. Registration details will be 
published soon but to express an interest please go to https://pilgrimages.rcdow.org.uk/  

Annual Mass in honour of Our Lady of Lourdes and for the World Day of Prayer for the Sick  
This will take place on Saturday 7 February at 2pm at Westminster Cathedral. (We expect to have more details about  
This will be preceded by a talk at 11.30am in Westminster Cathedral Hall by Dr Kieran Moriarty on the extraordinary story 
of the Lourdes miracle of Jack Traynor, the man from Liverpool whose miraculous healing was declared a miracle in 2024. 
Tickets for the talk are £5 per person, available from https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/dr-kieran-moriartys-talk-on-lourdes-
71st-miracle-john-jack-traynor-tickets-1976728613495 Donations to the Lourdes Pilgr image 2026 are always welcome 
and appreciated.  



St Vincent’s Nursing Home  
St Vincent’s have been in touch telling us that they currently have vacancies at their beautiful purpose built 62 bed nursing 
home situated in Northwood Hills. If you would like to know more then please call 020 8872 4900 to make an enquiry, or 
alternatively drop by at a time that suits you. Their address is Wiltshire Lane, Eastcote, HA5 2NB.  There is plenty of parking 
on site. 
Donation to St Vincents. For  a number  of years the Nor thwood Finance Committee has been holding an amount of 
money that had been collected for the Templeton Day Centre which had been under threat of closure  (and had since closed). 
After a bit of investigation by the Parish Support Team from the diocese, it was discovered that the Templeton Day Centre 
was to support people with Alzheimer's.  As the centre had been closed we were unable to give them the money. The advice 
from the diocese was that the money should be given to another charity that works with people with Alzheimer’s (as that was 
what the money was collected for). Fr Tom from his time as a trustee at St Vincent’s knew that they did some work with 
people with Alzheimer’s (and were planning to develop it further) and so it was decided to give that money as a donation to 
St Vincent’s. This was done at the end of December. Please do keep St Vincent’s Nursing Home in your prayers. 

 Come & See Vocations Mornings 2026  
Over the next few months there will be a number of vocation events for those who may be thinking about a possible vocation 
to the priesthood or diaconate.  

Saturday 28 February 10am-1.30pm - St Anselm's, Southhall - St Anselm's Rectory, The Green, Southall UB2 4BE 
Saturday 14 March 12 noon-3.30pm - St Bonaventure's Church Hall - 81 Parkway, Welwyn Garden City AL8 6JF (A short 
walk from Welwyn Garden City Station.)  
Refreshments and a light lunch will be provided. To find out more and to register your attendance at one of the days, please 
contact: Canon Roger Taylor - Vocations Promoter rogertaylor@rcdow.org.uk or Deacon Tito Pereira – Assistant Director 
Permanent Diaconate 07977 599110 or titopereira@rcdow.org.uk  

Westminster Diocese Justice & Peace Lecture 2026  
The second annual Justice and Peace Lecture which will be given by Charles Wookey, formerly CEO of Blueprint for 
Business, and for the last three decades advisor on social and ethical issues to archbishops of Westminster and at the Bishops' 
Conference of England and Wales. He will speak on the topic ' Living out Catholic Social Teaching in Today's Britain'. A 
response will be given by the young scholar Dr Charles Bury of the University of Manchester.  
The lecture will take place at Farm Street Church of the Immaculate Conception, 114 Mount Street, London W1K 3AH, on 
Wednesday 25th March 2026 at 7pm. Access to the church is from Farm Street or Mount Street. After the lecture in the 
church all are invited to a buffet reception in the Arrupe Hall. All are welcome.  
If you would like to attend please reply to justiceandpeace@rcdow.org.uk by 1st March 2026  

Bishops to meet in the Holy Land for visit of encounter and hope.  
The Holy Land Co-ordination of Episcopal Conferences in support of the Church of the Holy Land, the Holy Land              
Co-ordination, will take place in and around Jerusalem from Saturday, 17 January to Wednesday, 21 January 2026. The 
theme for the visit, inspired by the Church’s recent Jubilee Year, is: A Land of Promise: Encounter and Dialogue with People 
of Hope. 
The Holy Land Co-ordination is a pastoral and ecclesial gathering, rooted in prayer, reflection, and attentive listening to the 
Christian communities and peoples of the Holy Land. The celebration of Mass is central to each day and shapes the rhythm 
of the meeting. Bishops attending will represent the Episcopal Conferences of England and Wales, Italy, Germany, the 
Nordic countries, Ireland, France, the United States, Scotland, Canada, and Spain. Delegates from the Commission of the 
Bishops’ Conferences of the European Community (COMECE) and the Anglican Church will also attend, alongside 
representatives of Catholic organisations working to support the region’s people. 
The meeting will be moderated by Bishop Nicholas Hudson, Bishop of Plymouth and Chair of the International Department 
of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales. The visit will combine meetings with representatives of the local 
Church with pastoral visits and encounter with local communities. A particular emphasis is placed on support, solidarity and 
care for the Living Stones – the Christians of the region. 
A busy programme includes a visit to the Comboni Sisters to witness their pastoral and humanitarian ministry among 
Bedouin communities, marked by long-term presence, care for families, and a quiet commitment to dignity and justice at the 
margins of society. The Sisters’ work supporting Bedouin women was recently recognised with a Caritas Internationalis 
‘Weavers of Hope’ award. 
The local Church features prominently in the programme. The bishops meet with the Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem, His 
Beatitude Cardinal Pierbattista Pizzaballa and the Apostolic Nuncio to Israel, His Excellency Archbishop Yilana, who is also 
Apostolic Delegate to Jerusalem and Palestine. They will also participate in an online meeting with Fr Gabriel Romanelli, 
parish priest serving the small Catholic community in Gaza that sheltered hundreds who lost their homes during the conflict. 
Further meetings will take place with the Saint James Vicariate, with members of the Rossing Center for Education and 
Dialogue, and with Rabbis for Human Rights. Delegates will also hear about the work and ministry of the John Paul II 
Foundation, which focuses on human and community advancement.   
Additional pastoral visits include the Ephpheta Paul VI Institute in Bethlehem, which provides rehabilitation and education 
for deaf children from across the Palestinian Territories, and the Taybeh Elderly Home. 
The delegation will visit the Latin Patriarchal Seminary which forms the future pastoral life of the local Church through 
prayer, study, and service, supporting both ordained ministry and Lay Adult Formation for service across the Holy Land in 
demanding circumstances. 
Finally, a meeting will take place with the Parents Circle – Families Forum, a joint Israeli–Palestinian organisation of more 
than 800 bereaved families, all of whom have lost an immediate family member to the ongoing conflict. In the midst of 
profound personal loss, members of the Parents Circle have chosen a courageous path: to transform their grief into a 
commitment to reconciliation, dialogue, and peace. 
A vital element of every Co-ordination meeting is celebrating Sunday Mass with a local community. This year, the bishops 
will celebrate Mass with the parishioners of Christ the Redeemer in Taybeh, spending the day in the village to listen, to share 
life, and to hear directly of the challenges faced by its people. 



Pope Leo XIV   
Pope Leo has begun a a new catechesis series on the Second Vatican 
Council and its documents which he is giving at his weekly Wednesday 
General Audience. This week we have both talks from his audiences on 
Wednesday 7th  and 13th January. 

Catechesis. The Second Vatican Council through its Documents. 
Introductory Catechesis 

 Brothers and sisters, good morning and welcome! 

After the Jubilee Year, during which we reflected on the mysteries of 
Jesus' life, we begin a new cycle of catechesis dedicated to the Second 
Vatican Council and a rereading of its documents. This is a precious 
opportunity to rediscover the beauty and importance of this ecclesial 
event. Saint John Paul II , at the end of the  Jubilee of 2000 , stated: "I 
feel more than ever the duty to point to the Council as  the great grace from which the Church has benefited in the twentieth 
century " (Apostolic Letter Novo Millennio Ineunte , 57). 

Along with the anniversary of the Council of Nicaea, in 2025 we commemorated the sixtieth anniversary of the Second 
Vatican Council . Although the time separating us from this event is not a great deal, it is equally true that the generation of 
bishops, theologians, and believers of Vatican II is no longer with us today. Therefore, while we feel the call not to 
extinguish its prophecy and to continue seeking ways and means to implement its insights, it will be important to get to know 
it closely again, and to do so not through hearsay or the interpretations that have been given of it, but by rereading its 
Documents and reflecting on their content. Indeed, it is the Magisterium that still constitutes the guiding light of the Church's 
journey today. As Benedict XVI taught , "with the passing of the years, the documents have not lost their relevance; their 
teachings prove particularly pertinent in relation to the new needs of the Church and of today's globalized society" ( First 
message after the Mass with the Cardinal electors , 20 April 2005). 

When Pope Saint John XXIII  opened the Council on October 11, 1962 , he spoke of it as the dawn of a day of light for the 
entire Church. The work of the numerous Fathers convened, drawn from Churches on every continent, effectively paved the 
way for a new ecclesial era. After a rich biblical, theological, and liturgical reflection that spanned the twentieth century, 
the Second Vatican Council rediscovered the face of God as a Father who, in Christ, calls us to be his children. It looked at 
the Church in the light of Christ, the light of the people, as a mystery of communion and a sacrament of unity between God 
and his people. He initiated an important liturgical reform by placing the mystery of salvation and the active and conscious 
participation of all the People of God at the center. At the same time, he helped us to open ourselves to the world and to 
grasp the changes and challenges of the modern era through dialogue and co-responsibility, as a Church that wishes to open 
its arms to humanity, to echo the hopes and anxieties of peoples, and to collaborate in the construction of a more just and 
more fraternal society. 

Thanks to the Second Vatican Council , "the Church becomes word; the Church becomes message; the Church becomes 
conversation" (St. Paul VI, Encyclical Letter Ecclesiam suam , 67), committing itself to seeking the truth through the path of 
ecumenism, interreligious dialogue and dialogue with people of good will. 

This spirit, this interior attitude, must characterize our spiritual life and the pastoral action of the Church, for we must still 
more fully implement ecclesial reform in a ministerial manner and, faced with today's challenges, we are called to remain 
attentive interpreters of the signs of the times, joyful heralds of the Gospel, courageous witnesses of justice and peace. 
Bishop Albino Luciani, the future Pope John Paul I , as Bishop of Vittorio Veneto, wrote prophetically at the beginning of 
the Council : "As always, there is a need to create not so much organisms or methods or structures, but a deeper and more 
widespread holiness. […] It may be that the excellent and abundant fruits of a Council will be seen centuries later and will 
mature by laboriously overcoming conflicts and adverse situations."  Rediscovering the Council , therefore, as Pope 
Francis stated , helps us to "restore the primacy to God and to a Church that is crazy with love for her Lord and for all men, 
loved by him" ( Homily on the 60th anniversary of the beginning of the Second Vatican Council , 11 October 2022). 

Brothers and sisters, what Saint Paul VI said to the Council Fathers at the conclusion of their work remains a guiding 
principle for us today. He stated that the time had come to depart, to leave the Council assembly to go out to meet humanity 
and bring it the good news of the Gospel, in the knowledge that he had lived through a time of grace in which past, present, 
and future were condensed: "The past: because the Church of Christ is gathered here, with its tradition, its history, its 
Councils, its Doctors, its Saints. [...] The present: because we leave each other to go out into the world of today, with its 
miseries, its pains, its sins, but also with its prodigious achievements, its values, its virtues. [...] The future, finally, is there, 
in the imperious appeal of the peoples for greater justice, in their desire for peace, in their conscious or unconscious thirst for 
a higher life: precisely that which the Church of Christ can and wants to give them" (St. Paul VI, Message to the Council 
Fathers , 8 December 1965). 

It is the same for us. By approaching the Documents of the Second Vatican Council and rediscovering their prophecy and 
relevance, we embrace the rich tradition of the Church's life and, at the same time, we question the present and renew the joy 
of running out to meet the world to bring it the Gospel of the Kingdom of God, a kingdom of love, justice, and peace. 

Catechesis. The Documents of Vatican Council II. I. Dogmatic Constitution Dei Verbum. 1. God speaks to men as to 
friends (Reading: Jn 15:15) 

Dear brothers and sisters, good morning and welcome! 

We have started the cycle of catechesis on Vatican Council II. Today we will begin to look more closely at the Dogmatic 
Constitution Dei Verbum, on the divine Revelation. It is one of the most beautiful and important of the Council and, to 
introduce it, it may be helpful to recall the words of Jesus: “No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know 
what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to 



you” (Jn 15:15). This is a fundamental point of Christian faith, which Dei Verbum reminds us of: Jesus Christ radically 
transforms man’s relationship with God, which is henceforth a relationship of friendship. Therefore, the only condition of the 
new covenant is love. 

Saint Augustine, commenting on this passage of the Fourth Gospel, insists on the perspective of grace, which alone can make 
us friends of God in his Son (Commentary on the Gospel of John, Homily 86). Indeed, an ancient motto stated: “Amicitia aut 
pares invenit, aut facit”, “friendship is born between equals, or makes them so”. We are not equal to God, but God himself 
makes us similar to Him in his Son. 

For this reason, as we can see in all the Scripture, in the Covenant there is a first moment of distance, in which the pact 
between God and mankind always remains asymmetrical: God is God and we are creatures. However, with the coming of the 
Son in human flesh, the Covenant opens up to its final purpose: in Jesus, God makes us sons and daughters, and calls us to 
become like Him, albeit in our fragile humanity. Our resemblance to God, then, is not reached through transgression and sin, 
as the serpent suggests to Eve (cf. Gen 3:5), but in our relationship with the Son made man. 

The words of the Lord Jesus that we have recalled – “I have called you friends” – are reprised in the Constitution Dei 
Verbum, which affirms: “Through this revelation, therefore, the invisible God (see Col 1:15; 1 Tim 1:17) out of the 
abundance of His love speaks to men as friends (see Ex 33:11; Jn 15:14-15) and lives among them (see Bar 3:38), so that He 
may invite and take them into fellowship with Himself” (no. 2). The God of Genesis already conversed with our first parents, 
engaging in dialogue with them (cf. Dei Verbum, 3); and when this dialogue was interrupted by sin, the Creator did not 
cease to seek an encounter with his creatures and to establish a covenant with them. In the Christian Revelation, that is, when 
God became man in his Son in order to seek us out, the dialogue that had been interrupted is restored in a definitive manner: 
the Covenant is new and eternal, nothing can separate us from his love. The Revelation of God, then, has the dialogical 
nature of friendship and, as in the experience of human friendship, it does not tolerate silence, but is nurtured by the 
exchange of true words. 

The Constitution Dei Verbum also reminds us of this: God speaks to us. It is important to recognize the difference between 
words and chatter: this latter stops at the surface and does not achieve communion between people, whereas in authentic 
relationships, the word serves not only to exchange information and news, but to reveal who we are. The word possesses a 
revelatory dimension that creates a relationship with the other. In this way, by speaking to us, God reveals himself to us as an 
Ally who invites us into friendship with Him. 

From this perspective, the first attitude to cultivate is listening, so that the divine Word may penetrate our minds and our 
hearts; at the same time, we are required to speak with God, not to communicate to him what He already knows, but to reveal 
ourselves to ourselves. 

Hence the need for prayer, in which we are called to live and to cultivate friendship with the Lord. This is achieved first of all 
in liturgical and community prayer, in which we do not decide what to hear from the Word of God, but it is He Himself who 
speaks to us through the Church; it is then achieved in personal prayer, which takes place in the interiority of the heart and 
mind. Time dedicated to prayer, meditation and reflection cannot be lacking in the Christian’s day and week. Only when we 
speak with God can we also speak about Him. 

Our experience tells us that friendships can come to an end through a dramatic gesture of rupture, or because of a series of 
daily acts of neglect that erode the relationship until it is lost. If Jesus calls us to be friends, let us not leave this call 
unheeded. Let us welcome it, let us take care of this relationship, and we will discover that friendship with God is our 
salvation. 

 

Pope Leo's mosaic portrait ready for Basilica of St. Paul Outside the Walls 
In keeping with tradition, the Vatican Mosaic Studio completes the mosaic 
portrait of Pope Leo XIV destined for the Basilica of St. Paul Outside the 
Walls, and reveals the work to the Pope before his Wednesday General 
Audience in the Vatican. 

The Vatican Mosaic Studio of the Fabric of Saint Peter has completed the 
mosaic medallion dedicated to Pope Leo XIV, the Holy See Press Office 
announced on Wednesday. 

In accordance with the ancient tradition that accompanies the election of 
every Pope, just over eight months after the election of Pope Leo XIV, the 
studio has completed the mosaic portrait destined for the Basilica of Saint 
Paul Outside the Walls, at the request of the Basilica's Archpriest, 
Cardinal James Michael Harvey. 

The mosaic roundel, with a diameter of 137 centimeters, was created 
using glass enamels and gold on a metal structure at the studio of the Fabric of Saint Peter. 

The tesserae (individual pieces of glass or tile) were produced using the ancient cut-mosaic technique and were set with the 
traditional oil-based mastic of the Vatican tradition. 

The execution of the work was based on a painted preparatory sketch by Master Rodolfo Papa—an oil on canvas of the same 
dimensions as the mosaic roundel—specifically conceived for its translation into mosaic. 

The work will be installed in the space next to the portrait of Pope Francis, in the right nave of the Basilica, at a height of 
approximately 13 meters. 

The painted sketch, on the other hand, will be preserved—together with the entire series of portraits of the Pontiffs—at the 
Fabric of Saint Peter in the Vatican. 



Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 
Introduction to the theme for 2026 
"There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling." (Ephesians 4:4) 

For this year, the prayers and reflections for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity have been prepared by the faithful of the 
Armenian Apostolic Church, along with their brothers and sisters of the Armenian Catholic and Evangelical Churches. These 
resources draw upon centuries-old traditions of prayer and petitions used by the Armenian people, along with hymns that 
originated in the ancient monasteries and churches of Armenia, some of which date as far back as the fourth century. The 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2026 extends an invitation to draw upon this shared Christian heritage and to delve more 
deeply into our fellowship in Christ, which unites Christians worldwide. 
Unity is a divine mandate at the core of our Christian identity. It represents the essence of the Church’s calling – a call to 
reflect the harmonious oneness of our life in Christ amidst our diversity. This divine unity is central to our mission and is 
sustained by the profound love of Jesus Christ, who has set before us a unified purpose. 
Throughout the Holy Scriptures, God’s call to unity resonates from the earliest times. Starting with the Old Testament, 
Abram’s plea to Lot highlights the divine desire for peace and harmony among the faithful: ‘Let there be no strife between 
you and me, and between your herders and my herders; for we are kindred’ (Genesis 13:8). Abram’s call for harmony and 
mutual respect, despite their eventual parting of ways, emphasises the importance of living peacefully. 
The Psalms celebrate the beauty of unity among God’s people, declaring, ‘How very good and pleasant it is when kindred 
live together in unity!’ (Psalm 133:1). 
In the New Testament, Jesus’ prayer in John 17:21 calls for believers to be one, as He and the Father are one, demonstrating 
that our unity is grounded in our relationship with Christ and our collective mission of sharing the good news. The 
foundational command of Jesus to love one another as He has loved us (John 13:34-35) reinforces that this love is the essence 
of our unity. 
Paul’s epistles stress the importance of unity within the Church, urging us to live lives worthy of our calling with humility, 
gentleness, patience and love (Ephesians 4:1-3). Ephesians 4:4 summarises the teachings of Paul about unity, emphasising 
here, too, that the followers of Christ represent ‘one body and one Spirit’, united in a single hope. This metaphor signifies the 
Church as a unified entity transcending barriers of geography, nationality, ethnicity and tradition. Paul uses the metaphor of 
the Church being the Body of Christ to describe its unity within the diversity of its members. 
Emphasising the importance of Christian unity, Paul adds ‘one Spirit’, referring to the Holy Spirit who sustains this 
fellowship and empowers the Church to fulfil its mission. The Holy Spirit is the source of spiritual life and guidance among 
believers, ensuring that the diverse members of the Church are together in faith and purpose. The Spirit fosters a deep, 
spiritual connection between believers, transcending differences and creating a bond that reflects the unity of the Holy 
Trinity. This shared spiritual bond is a basis for reconciliation, guiding believers globally and equipping them for effective 
witness and ministry. 
In a world with diverse and often divided traditions and expressions of Christian faith, Ephesians 4:4 reminds us that all 
believers are part of the ‘one body’ of Christ. This unity is not about uniformity but a common commitment to the core truths 
of the Christian faith. It serves as a powerful witness to the transformative power of the Holy Spirit when Christians of varied 
backgrounds come together with a shared goal and vision. 
Through its practices and teachings, the Armenian Apostolic Church offers us a profound reflection on the essence of unity 
within the universal Body of Christ. In affirming the Creed, the faithful declare their belief in ‘one, holy, catholic and 
apostolic Church’, thereby professing the centrality of this unity to their spiritual life. This commitment to unity finds its 
fullest expression in the Church’s Eucharistic gatherings. Every Sunday, in the Liturgy, the faithful embrace one another and 
sing, ‘The Church has become one’, a tangible manifestation of their collective faith and shared purpose. The rich, 
martyrdom-filled history of the Armenian Church and her leaders speaks of their unwavering efforts and resilience to 
maintain the Christian faith in the land of Armenia and the surrounding region. Unity within the Church should transcend 
doctrinal affirmation; it is a lived experience that deepens their spiritual identity and strengthens their collective witness. In 
embracing and living out this unity, the Armenian Apostolic Church not only honours its sacred traditions but also 
contributes meaningfully to the broader unity of Christ’s universal Church. This reflection invites us to recognise and cherish 
the transformative power of unity, both within our own faith communities and in the wider Church. 
Let us embrace this divine calling to unity, not as an abstract ideal but as a vital expression of our faith. In a world where the 
Body of Christ is wounded by divisions within and between traditions and confessions, the Apostle’s call to unity is 
addressed to each of us, not only as separated church communities, but also as individuals within our communities. By living 
in unity, we not only witness to the love and power of our Lord Jesus Christ but also embody the essence of His teachings. 
As we support one another and celebrate our diverse gifts and talents, let us reflect the heart of Christ and further His work 
on earth. 

The daily reflections for this Week of Prayer for Christian Unity will be published on the Northwood Facebook page 
each morning. It can be found at https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100066555797677 or  on the Bishops’ 
Conference website https://www.cbcew.org.uk/reflections-and-prayers-wpcu26/ 

Lord Jesus, who prayed that we might all be one, 
we pray to you for the unity of Christians, 

according to your will, 
according to your means. 
May your Spirit enable us 

to experience the suffering caused by division, 
to see our sin 

and to hope beyond all hope. 
Amen.  

(Prayer written by members of the Chemin Neuf Community inspired by a prayer of Father Paul Couturier)  



Readings at  Sunday Mass 

First reading                               Isaiah 49:3, 5-6 
The Lord said to me, ‘You are my servant, 
Israel, in whom I will be glorified.’ 
And now the Lord says, 
he who formed me from the womb to be his servant, 
to bring Jacob back to him, 
and that Israel might be gathered to him — 
for I am honoured in the eyes of the Lord, 
and my God has become my strength — 
he says: 
‘It is too light a thing that you should be my servant 
to raise up the tribes of Jacob 
and to bring back the preserved of Israel; 
I will make you as a light for the nations, 
that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.’ 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 Responsorial Psalm  40(39):2, 4ab. 7-8a. 8b-9. 10. ℟8a, 9a 

Behold, I have come, Lord, to do your will. 

I waited, I waited for the Lord, 
and he stooped down to me; 
he heard my cry. 
He put a new song into my mouth, 
praise of our God.  

Behold, I have come, Lord, to do your will. 

You delight not in sacrifice and offering, 
but in an open ear. 
You do not ask for holocaust and sin offering. 
Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come.’  

Behold, I have come, Lord, to do your will. 

In the scroll of the book it stands written of me: 
‘I delight to do your will, O my God; 
your instruction lies deep within me.’  

Behold, I have come, Lord, to do your will. 

Your uprightness I have proclaimed 
in the great assembly. 
My lips I have not sealed; 
you know it, O Lord.  

Behold, I have come, Lord, to do your will. 

Second reading                         1 Corinthians 1:1-3 

Paul, called by the will of God to be an Apostle of Christ 
Jesus, and our brother Sosthenes, 

To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified 
in Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with all those 
who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, both their Lord and ours: 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us; 
to all who did receive him, 
he gave the authority to become children of God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Gospel                           John 1:29-34 

The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

At that time: John saw Jesus coming towards him, and said, 
‘Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world! This is he of whom I said, “After me comes a man 
who ranks before me, because he was before me.” I myself 
did not know him, but for this purpose I came baptising with 
water, that he might be revealed to Israel.’ And John bore 
witness: ‘I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, 
and it remained on him. I myself did not know him, but he 
who sent me to baptise with water said to me, “He on whom 
you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who 
baptises with the Holy Spirit.” And I have seen and have 
borne witness that this is the Son of God.’ 

The Gospel of The Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Lamp Prayer Intentions  

(St Matthew’s)  
Blessed Sacrament   
The Coyle Family 

Our Lady   
The Sullivan Family 

(St Joseph’s ) 
Blessed Sacrament   

Micky Comer RIP 

Our Lady 
Joe Dolan  (Intentions) 

  

 

 



(Saturday)  5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Sylvia & Andy Hearne RIP (Anniv) (St Joseph’s) 

Sunday  18th 9.00am: Mass - Roberto Crovella RIP (St Matthew’s) 
Second Sunday 11.00am: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Joseph’s) 

in Ordinary Time 6.00pm: Mass - John Gomes & Necessidade Fernandes RIP (St Matthew’s)     
  

Monday 19th   9.00am Exposition of the Bl. Sacrament  09:40 Morning Prayer   

S Wulstan  10.00am: Mass - Vince Thapermall RIP Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s) 

Tuesday 20th  9.00am Exposition of the Bl. Sacrament  09:40 Morning Prayer   

Feria   10.00am: Mass - Kathy Carroll RIP/LD Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s)   

Wednesday 21st NO PUBLIC MASS  
S Agnes 

Thursday 22nd 6.00pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

Feria   7.00pm: Mass - Sheila Butler (Intns) Followed By Rosary  (St Joseph’s) 

Friday 23rd  9.00am Exposition of the Bl. Sacrament  09:40 Morning Prayer   

Feria   10.00am: Mass - Tom & Rosemary O’Connor RIP Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s) 

   11.30am: Funeral Mass of Rosemary Abrey RIP-  

Saturday 24th  09:45 Morning Prayer  Followed By Rosary  

S Francis de Sales 10.30am: Mass - Susan Metcalfe RIP (Anniv) (St Matthew’s) 

   11.00am - 11.50am:Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions ending with Benediction 

   5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday -  Padraic Curran RIP/LD (St Joseph’s)    

Sunday  25th 9.00am: Mass - Vince Thapermall RIP (St Matthew’s) 
Third Sunday 11.00am: Mass – Julie Bartel & Ann Matthews RIP (Anniv) (St Joseph’s) 

in Ordinary Time 6.00pm: Mass— People of the Parishes (St Matthew’s) 

 

Parish Directory   
Parish Priest: Fr Tom Montgomery Email: tommontgomery@rcdow.org.uk 

Tel: 01923 840736 Emergency: 07576 455450             
Deacon: Rev Hervé Boisson Email: herveboisson@rcdow.org.uk 

Parish Office St Matthew’s 
Cheryl Myring 
Siobhan Hogg 
Tel: 01923 840736 
Email: northwood@rcdow.org.uk 

St Joseph’s 
Linda Grimes 
 
Tel: 020 8428 0088  
Email: carpenderspark@rcdow.org.uk 

Catechetical Team Elvadia Tolputt 
northwoodcat@rcdow.org.uk 

Donna Osborne 
carpenderscatechist@rcdow.org.uk 

Colette Quirk & Elizabeth Scudder 
Email: 
northwoodsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  

Awaiting Appointment Parish Safeguarding  
Representatives  

Or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk  

Please join us in praying for those who are sick and those who have died: 
Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which  

are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.  

For those who are sick: Anne Paget, Mary Vaughan, Helen Jones, Sinead Ceasar , Gilda Kumarathasan,  
Siobhan Frost, Leslie Caesar, Mary Elizabeth Thomas, Georgette Gornall,  Ann Archer, Kathleen Lynch, Kathleen Andrews, 
Harry Nandlal, Dawn Tannian, Phil Carey, Alice Sheppard, Dave Jessop, Brendan Davern, Shay Murray, Joe Dolan, Ruby 
King, John Wildsmith, Cecil Swampillai, Belinda Plummer, Marilyn Theodore, Veronica Savill, Levan Soloman, Patricia 
Procter,  Philip Wilson, Mary Hyde, King Charles, Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Eileen Wildsmith, Peter Fitzpatrick,  
Mark O’Connor, Marie Marron, Carol-Ann Frost, Ada Barker, Ron Picardo, Kerry Blackburn, James Wilson, Audrey Potts,  
Rafael Pino, Julius Fayiti,  Anna Kelly, Justin, Margaret Downing,  as well as others for whom we have been praying 
together recently.  
For those who have died recently: John Sheppard, Rosemary Abrey, Yvonne Collier, Fr Teave Carroll and all who have 
died as a result of violence, war and conflict or natural disaster.  

For those whose anniversary occurs around this time: Gillian Teather, Thomas Franklin, Tom Ryder, Beth Anderson, 
William Hagan, Dominic Bradley, Gino Capitelli, Michael Gorman, Constance Lane, Theresa Joseph, Dinie O’Connor, 
Sister Flora Gallacher, Christina Lloyd, Ivy Smith, Barbara Cusack, Vincenzo Ciottariello, Florence Schuler, Catherine 
Armstrong, Maria Dowie, Mary Patterson, John Harrington, Ellen Corr, Fr Geoffrey Eneh, Gianni Mattera, Kathleen Lawson 
Pope’s Prayer Intention for January For prayer with the word of God. We pray that praying with the word of God be 
nourishment for our lives and a source of hope in our communities, helping us to build a more fraternal and missionary 

Worship this week 
Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to have a Mass intention (or lamp prayer intention) for a particular date. 

Information for Readings. Sunday Year  A Weekday Week 2 Year  2 Daily Office Week 2  


