As we gather on this Second Sunday after Christmas, we find ourselves standing between two seasons. The joy and wonder
of Christmas are still very much with us, yet the calendar has turned and a new year has begun. Around us, many people are
speaking about fresh starts, new plans, and New Year’s resolutions. The Church gently invites us to bring these hopes into
the light of Christmas faith.

Although much of the world has already moved on from Christmas, the Church insists that the feast is not yet finished.
Today’s liturgy returns us to the opening words of Saint John’s Gospel, reminding us once again of the great mystery we
celebrate: “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” These words are not simply a poetic reflection on Christmas Day;
they express the heart of our belief. God has chosen to enter fully into human life and to remain with us, not only during holy
moments, but in the ordinary unfolding of each day.

This truth is especially important as we begin a new year. January often brings with it a mixture of emotions. Some begin the
year with optimism and excitement, while others carry worries, disappointments, or quiet fears about what lies ahead. New
Year’s resolutions can sometimes add to the pressure, creating the sense that we must quickly improve ourselves or start
again without weakness or failure. Today’s Gospel offers a gentler and deeper invitation.

Rather than asking us to remake ourselves through sheer effort, Christmas reminds us that renewal begins with God’s
initiative. The Word comes to dwell among us, bringing light, grace, and truth. Any lasting change in our lives flows from
allowing Christ to be present at the centre of who we are. Before asking what we should do differently this year, we are
invited to consider how we might make room for God.

Light is a strong and recurring image in today’s readings. Christ is described as the true light that shines in the darkness and
is not overcome by it. This image speaks powerfully at this time of year, when winter days are short and nights long. It also
speaks to the darker moments we all experience: uncertainty about health, strain in relationships, grief, loneliness, or concern
about the future. Christmas does not promise that these difficulties will disappear, but it assures us that God is present within
them.

Seen in this light, New Year’s resolutions can take on a different shape. Instead of focusing only on self-improvement, we
might consider spiritual intentions that allow Christ’s light to guide our year. A resolution might be to pray a little more
regularly, to read a passage of Scripture each day, or to become more attentive during Mass. It might involve a commitment
to patience in family life, honesty in our work, or generosity toward those in need. These resolutions are not about
perfection, but about openness — allowing the Word to continue taking flesh in our lives.

This Sunday also prepares us for the feast of the Epiphany, when the Church celebrates Christ revealed to the nations. The
light that first shone in Bethlehem was never meant to remain hidden or private. It is a light for the whole world. As we step
into a new year, each of us is called to reflect that light in small but meaningful ways: through kindness, forgiveness,
hospitality, and care for those who feel forgotten or overlooked.

The Second Sunday after Christmas reassures us that faith is not confined to a particular season. Christmas continues
wherever Christ is welcomed — in our homes, our workplaces, our decisions, and our hopes for the future. The Incarnation
tells us that God is deeply involved in the ordinary details of our lives, including the challenges and opportunities of the year
ahead.

As a parish community beginning a new year together, we are invited to carry the light of Christmas forward. May our
resolutions be shaped not by pressure or fear of failure, but by trust in the God who has chosen to dwell among us. And may
the light of Christ, born at Christmas, guide our steps, strengthen our faith, and bring hope to our hearts throughout the year
to come.

With all my prayers and best wishes
Fr Tom
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Fr Tom and Deacon Hervé would like to thank everyone for the gifts and cards that they have received over Christmas. They
are both humbled and appreciative of the generosity of so many people. (Disco Bob has also enjoyed a number of gifts that
he has received).

Next Sunday sees our Children’s Choir officially start. After the 11.00am Mass on Sunday, there will be a rehearsal to
practice next week’s hymns. All children from Year 3 and above are welcome to come and sing. (The singing on Christmas
Eve at the 4.00pm Mass was wonderful and really showed how good our choir will be)

This week sees our Christmas Crib change from the shepherds adoring Christ to the Three Kings coming in adoration. Our
Crib will stay up until the feast of Candlemass (2nd February) During that time it will still be possible to support the work of
The Catholic Children’s Society by giving a donation to the Crib Appeal.

This Tuesday we celebrate the Solemnity of The Epiphany of Our Lord. It is a Holy Day of Obligation. Canon Law states,
On Sundays and other holy days of obligation, the faithful are obliged to participate in the Mass. Therefore there will be
three Masses on Tuesday. 9.00am at St Matthew’s, 10.30am at St Joseph’s (where we will be joined by the children of St
Joseph’s School) and 7.00pm at St Matthew’s. There will also be the blessing of chalk at each Mass that day.

Following the evening Mass, we will have some refreshments in the Fr Bebb Room (as we did on St Stephen’s Day)

Our Christmas holiday reading settles us firmly in England in the '60s and '70s. Toast, the memoir of the chef and food writer
Nigel Slater, is a wonderful evocation of that time and tells a personal history through memories of food. It makes for
delicious reading which we'll talk about on January 14th. If your New Year's resolution is to read more, do consider joining
the group either in person or via WhatsApp. Email mrsjulieshelton@gmail.com for more information.

A suggestion has been made to change the Mass time at St Joseph’s from 11.00am to 11.15am. The main reason is that Fr
Tom often has difficulty getting from St Matthew’s to St Joseph’s in time to begin at 11.00am. This means that we often
begin late. The extra fifteen minutes would enable him to have time to see and speak to people after the 9.00am Mass at St
Matthew’s. (Under the old timetable when Fr Tom only had St Matthew’s the Mass was at 11.15am). Please email Fr Tom
(or speak to him) with your views on this matter.

As we begin a new year, we can think about the charities that we might wish to support this coming year. We already have a
number of collections that we are obliged by the diocese to hold, but we are also able to support other charities. Last year
(particularly during Lent) we supported two of our local hospices. If you would like to suggest a charity that we might
support this year, please let Fr Tom know and he can take it to the Finance Committees of each parish for a decision to be
made.

Over the next few months there will be a number of vocation events for those who may be thinking about a possible vocation
to the priesthood or diaconate.

Saturday 17 January 10am-1.30pm Our Lady of Victories (Kensington Room) - Kensington High Street, London W8 6AF
Saturday 28 February 10am-1.30pm - St Anselm's, Southhall - St Anselm's Rectory, The Green, Southall UB2 4BE
Saturday 14 March 12 noon-3.30pm - St Bonaventure's Church Hall - 81 Parkway, Welwyn Garden City AL8 6JF (A short
walk from Welwyn Garden City Station.)

Refreshments and a light lunch will be provided. To find out more and to register your attendance at one of the days, please
contact: Canon Roger Taylor - Vocations Promoter rogertaylor@rcdow.org.uk or Deacon Tito Pereira — Assistant Director
Permanent Diaconate 07977 599110 or titopereira@rcdow.org.uk

Foundation Governors are appointed in the name of the Archbishop and form the majority of the governing body of a
Catholic school. They have a legal duty to preserve and develop the Catholic character of the school and to ensure that the
school is conducted in accordance with its trust deed.

Governing boards have three core functions:

1. Ensuring clarity of vision, ethos and strategic direction;

2. Holding executive leaders to account for the educational performance of the organisation and its pupils, and the
performance management of staff;

3. Overseeing the financial performance of the organisation and making sure its money is well spent.

The ministry of Foundation Governor is an important one, because the Catholic character of our schools depends on
committed Catholics being willing to undertake this service. The Archbishop is therefore very appreciative of all those who
offer to assist him in this vital task. Because of our baptism, all Christians are all called to serve the Church’s mission.

To become or remain a foundation governor, a person must be and remain: a practising Catholic; providing education for his
or her own children, if of school age, in a Catholic school or college (unless exceptional circumstances apply); able to give
priority of attendance at meetings of the governing body to ensure representation of the Archbishop; in possession of a valid
DBS disclosure certificate.

If you are interested in becoming a governor of our parish primary school of St Joseph’s please send an initial email to the
Headteacher admin@stjosephs775.herts.sch.uk

The Douay Martyrs (Secondary) School is also in need of new governors. If you would like to arrange an informal
chat with the Headteacher then contact her by email office@douaymartyrs.co.uk



(St Matthew’s)
Blessed Sacrament
Kodi (Special Intentions)

Our Lady
Ann Callanan RIP (Anniv)

(St Joseph’s )
Blessed Sacrament

Our Lady

Readings at

First reading Sirach 24:1-2, 8-12
Wisdom will praise herself and will boast in the midst of her
people. In the assembly of the Most High she will open her
mouth, and in the presence of his forces she will boast:
‘Then the Creator of all things commanded me, and the one
who created me gave my tent a resting place. And he said,
“Make your dwelling in Jacob and in Israel receive your
inheritance.” From eternity, in the beginning, he created me,
and for eternity I shall not cease to exist. In the holy
tabernacle I ministered before him, and so I was established
in Sion. In the beloved city likewise he gave me a resting
place, and in Jerusalem was my dominion. So I took root in
an honoured people, in the portion of the Lord, his
inheritance.’

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm 147: 12-13. 14-15. 19-20. R12a
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.

O Jerusalem, glorify the Lord!

O Sion, praise your God!

He has strengthened the bars of your gates;

he has blessed your children within you.

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.

He established peace on your borders;

he gives you your fill of finest wheat.

He sends out his word to the earth,

and swiftly runs his command.

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.

He reveals his word to Jacob;

to Israel, his decrees and judgements.

He has not dealt thus with other nations;

he has not taught them his judgements.

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.

Second reading Ephesians 1:3-6, 15-18
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the
heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and
blameless before him. In love he predestined us for adoption
to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the
purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace, with
which he has blessed us in the Beloved.

For this reason, because | have heard of your faith in the
Lord Jesus and your love towards all the saints, I do not
cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my
prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation
in the knowledge of him, having the eyes of your hearts
enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which
he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious
inheritance in the saints.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Sunday Mass

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Glory to you, O Christ, proclaimed among the nations.
Glory to you, O Christ, believed in throughout the world.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Gospel

The Lord be with you.

And with your spirit.

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God.
All things were made through him, and without him was not
any thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life
was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and
the darkness has not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He
came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all
might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to
bear witness about the light.

The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming
into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made
through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to
his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all
who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the
right to become children of God, who were born, not of
blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but
of God. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us,
and we have seen his glory, glory as of the Only Begotten
from the Father, full of grace and truth. John bore witness
about him, and cried out, ‘This was he of whom I said, “He
who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before

LRI

me.
For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.
For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came
through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God; the only
begotten God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him
known.

John 1:1-18

The Gospel of The Lord
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

First Sunday of the Month Holy Hour
Sunday Evening at 8pm in St Matthew’s




Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which
are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.

Anne Paget, John Sheppard, Mary Vaughan, Helen Jones, Sinead Ceasar, Gilda Kumarathasan,
Siobhan Frost, Leslie Caesar, Mary Elizabeth Thomas, Georgette Gornall, Ann Archer, Kathleen Lynch, Kathleen Andrews,
Harry Nandlal, Dawn Tannian, Phil Carey, Alice Sheppard, Dave Jessop, Brendan Davern, Shay Murray, Joe Dolan, Ruby
King, John Wildsmith, Cecil Swampillai, Belinda Plummer, Marilyn Theodore, Veronica Savill, Levan Soloman, Patricia
Procter, Philip Wilson, Mary Hyde, King Charles, Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Eileen Wildsmith, Peter Fitzpatrick,
Mark O’Connor, Marie Marron, Carol-Ann Frost, Ada Barker, Ron Picardo, Kerry Blackburn, James Wilson, Audrey Potts,
Rafael Pino, Julius Fayiti, Anna Kelly, Justin, Margaret Downing, as well as others for whom we have been praying
together recently.

Especially all who have died as a result of violence, war and conflict or natural disaster.
Margaret Proctor, Roland Figueiredo, Rosalia Catolico, George
Gray, Susan Szymanska, Lawrence Mulligan, Reg Ridgway, Lawrence Owens, Clare Hynes, Josephine Swamplillai,
Elizabeth Brady, Hannah Pope, Benito Verbena, Molly Neville, Florence Brown, Gilbert Gateson, Thomas Copmmins,
Michael Jubber, Mary Rush, Mary Hanlon, Susan Gibbs.
For prayer with the word of God. We pray that praying with the word of God be
nourishment for our lives and a source of hope in our communities, helping us to build a more fraternal and missionary
Church.

(Saturday) 5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s)
6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - People of the Parishes (St Joseph’s)
Sunday 4th 9.00am: Mass - Roland Figueiredo RIP (Anniv) (St Matthew’s)

11.00am: Mass - Brian McCrudden RIP (St Joseph’s)
6.00pm: Mass - Alexandre Silva RIP (St Matthew'’s)
8.00pm: Holy Hour - Concluding with Night Prayer (St Matthew’s)

Monday 5th 9.00am Exposition of the Bl. Sacrament 09:40 Moming Prayer
10.00am: Mass - Harry Carey Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s)
Tuesday 6th 9.00am: Mass - Followed By Rosary (St Matthew'’s)

10.30am: Mass - [van Bell & Evelyn Hadden (Birthday Intns) (St Joseph’s)
6.00pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
7.00pm: Mass- (St Matthew’s)

Wednesday 7th NO PUBLIC MASS

Thursday 8th . 6.00pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

7.00pm: Mass - Michael Murphy RIP (Anniv) Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s)
Friday 9th 9.00am Exposition of the Bl. Sacrament 09:40 Moming Prayer

10.00am: Mass - Agnes & Thomas Swan RIP Followed By Rosary (St Maithew’s)
Saturday 10th 09:45 Morning Prayer Followed By Rosary

10.30am: Mass - Alan & Maureen King RIP (St Matthew'’s)
11.00am - 11.50am:Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions ending with Benediction

5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s)

6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Thomas O’Connor RIP (St Joseph’s)
Sunday 11th 9.00am: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Matthew'’s)

11.00am: Mass — Pat Hayes RIP/LD (St Joseph’s)

6.00pm: Mass—Alexandre Silva RIP (St Matthew’s)

Parish Directory

Parish Priest. Fr Tom Montgomery Email: tommontéomery?rcdow.org.uk
Tel: 01923 840736 Emergency: 07576 455450

Deacon: Rev Hervé Boisson Email: herveboisson@rcdow.org.uk

Parish Office St Matthew’s St Joseph’s

Cheryl Myring Linda Grimes

Siobhan o§§

Tel: 01923 840736 Tel: 020 8428 0088

Email: northwood@rcdow.org.uk Email: carpenderspark@rcdow.org.uk
Catechetical Team Elvadia Tolputt Donna Osborne

northwoodcat@rcdow.org.uk carpenderscatechist@rcdow.org.uk
Parish Safeguarding Colette Quirk & Elizabeth Scudder Awaiting Appointment
Representafives Email:

northwoodsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk

Or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk



