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Dear Parishioners 
Each year, on the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time, the Church celebrates Word of God Sunday - a special moment to renew 
our love for Sacred Scripture and to reflect on how God continues to speak to us today. Established by Pope Francis, this 
celebration is meant to be deeply pastoral and practical. It invites us not only to listen to the Word of God but to let it shape 
our hearts, our families, and our parish community. 

At its simplest, Word of God Sunday reminds us of something very comforting: God speaks to His people. He is not distant 
or silent. Through the Scriptures, God addresses us personally - in our joys and struggles, our questions and hopes. When the 
Bible is proclaimed at Mass, it is not merely a reading from the past. It is God’s living Word, spoken here and now, meant 
for us. 

Many of us come to Mass each week carrying heavy hearts: concerns for our families, worries about health or finances, grief 
over loss, or uncertainty about the future. God knows this. That is why His Word is so often a word of encouragement, 
healing, and hope. One Sunday it reassures us, “Do not be afraid.” Another Sunday it calls us back when we have wandered. 
Always, it reminds us that we are loved. 

The Church teaches us that Scripture is essential nourishment for our spiritual lives. In the Second Vatican Council 
document Dei Verbum, we are reminded that the Church reveres the Word of God just as she reveres the Body of Christ. 
This is why the proclamation of the Word at Mass deserves our full attention. When we listen carefully, we give God 
permission to speak into our lives. 

Word of God Sunday is also a gentle invitation to reflect on how we listen. Do we arrive at Mass ready to hear God’s voice, 
or are our hearts distracted and hurried? Even small steps - arriving a few minutes early, reading the Scripture readings ahead 
of time, or offering a silent prayer before Mass - can help us listen more deeply. 

Beyond Sunday Mass, this celebration encourages us to bring the Word of God into our daily routines. We do not need to be 
a Scripture scholar to do this. Simply opening the Bible and reading a short passage each day is enough. Many find it helpful 
to read the Gospel of the day or to return to a verse that stood out during Sunday Mass. Over time, these moments allow 
God’s Word to sink into our hearts and guide our choices. 

For families, Word of God Sunday is a beautiful opportunity to place Scripture at the centre of home life. A Bible placed in a 
visible spot, a short Gospel reading together once a week, or even asking children what they heard at Mass can make faith 
more tangible and shared. These simple practices help children - and adults - understand that God’s Word is meant to be 
lived, not just heard. 

Our parish, too, is shaped by how we receive the Word of God. When Scripture truly takes root among us, it bears fruit in 
kindness, patience, forgiveness, and service. God’s Word calls us to care for the poor, welcome the stranger, and show 
compassion to those who are hurting. It challenges us to look beyond ourselves and to see Christ in one another. 

Listening to the Word also means allowing it to change us. Sometimes God’s Word comforts us; other times it challenges us. 
It may ask us to forgive when we would rather hold on to resentment, or to trust when we feel uncertain. Word of God 
Sunday reminds us that growth in faith often begins with a willingness to listen with open hearts. 

As a parish community, let us see this celebration as an invitation rather than an obligation. An invitation to slow down. An 
invitation to listen more carefully. An invitation to trust that God truly has something to say to each of us. When we 
welcome His Word, we allow Him to strengthen our faith and renew our hope. 

On this Word of God Sunday, let us pray for the grace to become a listening parish - a parish that hears God’s Word, 
treasures it, and puts it into practice. May the Scriptures we hear at Mass and read at home draw us closer to Christ and help 
us reflect His love in our daily lives. 

May the Word of God take flesh once again—in our words, our actions, and our care for one another. 

With all my prayers and best wishes 

Fr Tom 

St Joseph’s Church  
111 Oxhey Drive,  

Watford  
WD19 7SW 

Parish Office Hours 
Tuesday, Thursday: 9.30am - 3.30pm 

You can make a 

donation to either  

parish by using the 

appropriate QR code. 



Installation of the new Archbishop of Westminster.  
Archbishop Richard will be installed as the 12th Archbishop of Westminster next month. On Friday 13th February 2026 at 
5.30pm there will be a celebration of Solemn Vespers in Westminster Cathedral, at which the Archbishop-elect will preach. 
The Mass of Installation will take place on Saturday 14 February 2026 at 12 noon. Each parish has been invited to send two 
representatives to the Friday evening Vespers and one representative to the Mass. Our parish representatives will be chosen 
by the drawing of lots. To register your interest, please complete the online form at https://bit.ly/ArchbishopDraw (If you are 
unable to go online for any reason, then please call either parish office who will fill in your details for you). The deadline to 
complete the form is midnight this Sunday (25th January). 

Sunday Mass Times 
A suggestion has been made to change the Mass time at St Joseph’s from 11.00am to 11.15am. The main reason is that Fr 
Tom often has difficulty getting from St Matthew’s to St Joseph’s in time to begin at 11.00am. This means that we often 
begin late. The extra fifteen minutes would enable him to have time to see and speak to people after the 9.00am Mass at St 
Matthew’s. (Under the old timetable when Fr Tom only had St Matthew’s the Mass was at 11.15am). You can also make 
your opinion online at https://bit.ly/SJ_SundayMassTime Thank you to those who have already responded. There is still time 
to make your views known. 

Charitable Giving 
As we begin a new year, we can think about the charities that we might wish to support this coming year. We already have a 
number of collections that we are obliged by the diocese to hold, but we are also able to support other charities. Last year 
(particularly during Lent) we supported two of our local hospices. If you would like to suggest a charity that we might 
support this year, please fill in the online form at so that it can be decided by the Finance Committees of each parish. You can 
also make your recommendation online at https://bit.ly/SMSJ_LentenAlms  

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
Holy Trinity in Northwood will host an hour of 'Coffee and Cake for Christian Unity' on Sunday from 3pm. This is for 
anyone from our parishes to go, enjoy, and maybe talk about whether and what we'd like to do together going forwards.  

Cardinal Vincent 
Clergy and parishioners from across the Diocese will gather at Westminster Cathedral on Thursday 5 February for a Mass of 
Thanksgiving for Cardinal Vincent Nichols. All are welcome to attend the Mass at 5:30pm as we give thanks to God for the 
Cardinal’s sixteen years of service to our diocese.  

Good Books 
The group next meets on Wednesday 11 February at 2 pm in the Fr Bebb Room (St Matthew's) where we will be transported 
to Buenos Aires as we talk about Claudia Pineiro's "Elena Knows". If you cannot join us but want to join the chat, please 
email mrsjulieshelton@gmail.com to be added to the WhatsApp group. 

St Joseph’s Children’s Choir 
Our choir sang for the fist time last week at the Saturday evening Mass. If your child would like to come along and sing, then 
there is a practice at 5.30pm in the large parish office (where children’s liturgy happens) before the Saturday evening Mass. 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes  
The dates for this year’s Westminster Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes are 17 – 24 July 2026. Registration details will be 
published soon but to express an interest please go to https://pilgrimages.rcdow.org.uk/  

Annual Mass in honour of Our Lady of Lourdes and for the World Day of Prayer for the Sick  
This will take place on Saturday 7 February at 2pm at Westminster Cathedral. Tickets are needed for this event. There are 
three types of tickets available. 1. Those who need anointing who are in a wheelchair. 2. Those who need anointing but able 
to walk. 3. Those who are assisting the sick (and do not need anointing). Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to book 
your place at this Mass. 

This will be preceded by a talk at 11.30am in Westminster Cathedral Hall by 
Dr Kieran Moriarty on the extraordinary story of the Lourdes miracle of Jack 
Traynor, the man from Liverpool whose miraculous healing was declared a 
miracle in 2024. Tickets for the talk are £5 per person, available from https://
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/dr-kieran-moriartys-talk-on-lourdes-71st-miracle
-john-jack-traynor-tickets-1976728613495 Donations to the Lourdes 
Pilgrimage 2026 are always welcome and appreciated.   

Westminster Diocese Justice & Peace Lecture 2026  
The second annual Justice and Peace Lecture which will be given by Charles 
Wookey, formerly CEO of Blueprint for Business, and for the last three 
decades advisor on social and ethical issues to archbishops of Westminster and 
at the Bishops' Conference of England and Wales. He will speak on the topic ' 
Living out Catholic Social Teaching in Today's Britain'. A response will 
be given by the young scholar Dr Charles Bury of the University of 
Manchester.  
The lecture will take place at Farm Street Church of the Immaculate 
Conception, 114 Mount Street, London W1K 3AH, on Wednesday 25th 
March 2026 at 7pm. Access to the church is from Farm Street or Mount Street. 
After the lecture in the church all are invited to a buffet reception in the 
Arrupe Hall. All are welcome.  
If you would like to attend please reply to justiceandpeace@rcdow.org.uk by 
1st March 2026  

 Congratulations to Douay Martyrs School who have 
been featured by Networking Catholic Education Today. 



It’s time to come back to the Holy Land, says Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem 
On Tuesday, 20 January, the Bishops of the Holy Land Co-ordination visited the Latin 
Patriarchate of Jerusalem to deepen their understanding of the challenges faced by the 
local church. His Beatitude Cardinal Pierbattista Pizzaballa, the Latin Patriarch of 
Jerusalem, spoke to the group and took questions before celebrating Mass in the Co-
Cathedral of the Most Holy Name of Jesus. Shortly after Mass, Patriarch Pizzaballa gave 
us a short update on the situation in Gaza and the West Bank before encouraging pilgrims 
to return to the Holy Land on pilgrimage. 
Patriarch: 
The Christians in Gaza, not just Latin Christians, are 541 – a small number. The situation 
for them is actually stable, but always very problematic from a humanitarian point of view. They all live in the church 
compound, the Holy Family parish, because they have lost everything. They have no house, no school, no hospital – nothing. 
The church is the only shelter for all of them. 
Question: 
And in the wider West Bank, what challenges are you facing that are different from 12 months ago? 
Patriarch: 
The situation is more or less the same. It remains very problematic because the clashes between the settlers and the 
Palestinians are everyday news, unfortunately. And confiscation of land and many other problems between Palestinians and 
settlers are becoming a very serious problem. Also to get permits for movement is quite problematic. 
Question: 
And finally, I was struck by what you said about people coming back to these lands on pilgrimage. We were in Bethlehem 
the day before the Holy Land Co-ordination started, and it was actually very sad to see how few people were there and how 
the local people needed the economy to be boosted. So what would your message be to our people back home? 
Patriarch: 
I say to all our people, all the Christians all over the world, come here. The pilgrimage is safe. There is no reason to be afraid. 
Gaza is far away, and also in Gaza now there is a ceasefire. It’s about time to come back to the Holy Land, to enjoy the 
pilgrimage, and also to bring hope to the many Christian families who need to see your presence here. 

Final Communiqué of the Holy Land Co-ordination 17-21 January 2026 
The Holy Land Co-ordination of Episcopal Conferences in support of the Church of the Holy Land, the Holy Land              
Co-ordination, took place in and around Jerusalem from Saturday, 17 January to Wednesday, 21 January 2026. Bishops 
who attended represented the Episcopal Conferences of England and Wales, Italy, Germany, the Nordic countries, Ireland, 
France, the United States, Scotland, Canada, and Spain. Delegates from the Commission of the Bishops’ Conferences of the 
European Community (COMECE) and the Anglican Church also attended, alongside representatives of Catholic 
organisations working to support the region’s people. At the end of their time together the following statement was made. 
Our pilgrimage was to a Land where people are suffering trauma. We began with a visit to Bedouin communities living on 
the margins of society in the Occupied West Bank. They shared their experiences of a life on the periphery, being observed 
but often not encountered, their movement heavily restricted by rapidly expanding settlements encircling them on the 
surrounding hills. 
We heard stories about Israeli settler attacks and their continual violence and intimidation, theft of livestock and demolition 
of property, leaving many unable to sleep at night for fear of further violence. When we asked them who sees their struggles 
and their cry to live in peace with their neighbours, they replied: “Nobody sees us.” 
Our journey continued with Mass in the only completely Christian town in Palestine. They, too, told us of their suffering: 
endless attacks from extremist settlers, uprooting of their olive trees, the seizure of their land and intimidatory acts that make 
their daily life unbearable, driving many into mass emigration. 
In the twelve months since our last visit, the Land of Promise is being diminished and challenged. Gaza remains a 
catastrophic humanitarian crisis. The people of the West Bank we encountered are demoralised and fearful. The courageous 
Israeli voices which speak out for human and civil rights are increasingly threatened; advocating for marginalised voices is a 
costly solidarity. We fear that soon, they too will be silenced. 
As Christians, it is our calling and duty to give a voice to the voiceless, and to bear witness to their dignity, so that the world 
may know their suffering and be moved to advocate for justice and compassion. 
The settlements in the West Bank, illegal under international law, continue to expand by commandeering the land of others. 
The universality of human rights applies to all without exception. Instead, it is relentlessly replaced by a system where 
dignity and protection depend on one’s civil status. 
We affirm Israel’s right to exist and for Israelis to live in peace and security; equally, we call for these same rights to be 
upheld for all those rooted in this land. We hope that efforts for peace will prevail over violence, and that there will be no 
more acts of terrorism and war. We also urge our governments to exert pressure on Israel to uphold the rules-based 
international order and to revive meaningful negotiations toward a two-state solution for the benefit and security of all. 
We were deeply moved by the faith and steadfastness of local Christians and also by people of other faiths who work to 
sustain the hope of their communities. They remind us that it is our shared vocation to be “salt of the earth” and “light of the 
world” and to strive for peaceful coexistence and security across the Holy Land. 
We also witnessed the courage of those Jewish and Palestinian voices who, despite immense challenges and their own 
trauma, continue to advocate for justice, dialogue and reconciliation. Hearing from parents who have lost a child to conflict 
and can still find a way to forgive, offers a powerful witness to the possibility of peace and reconciliation. Few experiences 
are more devastating. When such a mother or father pleads for an end to violence, the world must listen – and act. 
The people of the Holy Land cry out for our help and prayers; they long for an end to their suffering. Stand with them. 
Recognise their plea for dignity. Help foster genuine dialogue between communities. Heed the call of Cardinal Pierbattista 
Pizzaballa, the Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem, to come on pilgrimage as a sign of our love, support and solidarity with them. 
As we leave this Land, we do so with our hearts full of compassion for those who are suffering and inspired by those who, by 
their pursuit of justice, keep the hope of peace alive. 
 
Our Lady Queen of Palestine and of all the Holy Land, pray for us. 



Pope Leo XIV   
Pope Leo is continuing his catechesis series on 
the Second Vatican Council and its documents 
which he is giving at his weekly Wednesday 
General Audience. This is the catechesis that he 
gave on Wednesday 21st January. 

Catechesis. The Documents of Vatican Council 
II.  
I. Dogmatic Constitution Dei Verbum.  
2. Jesus Christ reveals the Father".   

Brothers and sisters, good morning and welcome! 

We will continue the catecheses on the Dogmatic 
Constituion Dei Verbum, of Vatican Council II, 
on divine Revelation. We have seen that God 
reveals himself in a dialogue of covenant, in 
which he addresses us as friends. It is therefore 
a relational knowledge, which not only 
communicates ideas, but shares a history and calls 
for communion in reciprocity. The fulfilment of this revelation takes place in a historical and personal encounter in which 
God himself gives himself to us, making himself present, and we discover that we are known in our deepest truth. It is what 
happens in Jesus Christ. The Document states that the deepest truth about God and the salvation of man shines out for our 
sake in Christ, who is both the mediator and the fullness of all revelation (cf. DV, 2). 

Jesus reveals the Father to us by involving us in his own relationship with Him. In the Son sent by God the Father “man 
might in the Holy Spirit have access to the Father and come to share in the divine nature” (ibid.). We therefore reach full 
knowledge of God by entering into the Son’s relationship with his Father, by virtue of the action of the Spirit. This is attested 
to, for example, by the Evangelist Luke when he recounts the Lord’s prayer of jubilation: “I thank you, Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 
yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows who 
the Son is except the Father or who the Father is except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal 
him” (Lk 10:21-22). 

Thanks to Jesus we know God as we are known by Him (cf. Gal 4:9); 1 Cor 13:13). Indeed, in Christ, God has 
communicated himself to us and, at the same time, he has manifested to us our true identity as his children, created in the 
image of the Word. This “eternal Word … enlightens all men” (DV 4), revealing their truth in the eyes of the Father: “Your 
Father, who sees in secret will reward you” (Mt 6:5; 6:8), says Jesus, and he adds that “your Father knows that you need all 
these things” (cf. Mt 6:32). Jesus Christ is the place where we recognize the truth of God the Father, while we discover 
ourselves known by Him as sons in the Son, called to the same destiny of full life. Saint Paul writes: “When the fullness of 
time had come, God sent his Son … so that we might receive adoption as children. And because you are children, God has 
sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba!’, Father!” (Gal 4:4-6). 

Finally, Jesus Christ reveals the Father with his own humanity. Precisely because he is the Word incarnate that dwells among 
men, Jesus reveals God to us with his own true and integral humanity: “To see Jesus is to see His Father (Jn 14:9). For this 
reason, Jesus perfected revelation, fulfilling it through his whole work of making Himself present and manifesting Himself 
through His words and deeds, His signs and wonders, but especially through His death and glorious resurrection from the 
dead and final sending of the Spirit of truth” (DV, 4). In order to know God in Christ, we must welcome his integral 
humanity: God’s truth is not fully revealed where it takes something away from the human, just as the integrity of Jesus’ 

humanity does not diminish the fullness of the divine gift. It is the 
integral humanity of Jesus that tells us the truth of the Father 
(cf. Jn 1:18). 

It is not only the death and resurrection of Jesus that saves us and calls 
us together, but his very person: the Lord who becomes incarnate, is 
born, heals, teaches, suffers, dies, rises again and remains among us. 
Therefore, to honour the greatness of the Incarnation, it is not enough 
to consider Jesus as the channel of transmission of intellectual truths. 
If Jesus has a real body, the communication of the truth of God is 
realized in that body, with its own way of perceiving and feeling 
reality, with its own way of inhabiting and passing through the world. 
Jesus himself invites us to share his perception of reality: “Look at the 
birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and 
yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than 
they?” (Mt 6:26). 

Brothers and sisters, by following the path of Jesus to the very end, 
we reach the certainty that nothing can separate us from God’s love. 
“If God is for us, who is against us?”, writes Saint Paul again. “He 
who did not withhold his own Son but gave him up for all of us, how 
will he not with him also give us everything else?” (Rom 8:31-32). 
Thanks to Jesus, Christians know God the Father and entrust 
themselves to Him with confidence. 



Pope Leo XIV presented with lambs on feast of St. Agnes 
On Wednesday, 21 January, in the Vatican’s Urban VIII Chapel, Pope Leo XIV was 
presented with two lambs on the occasion of the Memorial of St. Agnes of Rome. 

Following an ancient tradition, the animals were later blessed in the Basilica of St. 
Agnes Outside the Walls in northern Rome, where the young 4th-century martyr is 
buried. 

As is customary, the wool from these lambs will be used to make the Pallia for the new 
Metropolitan Archbishops. 

The Pallium is a liturgical insignia of honor and jurisdiction worn by the Pope and 
Metropolitan Archbishops in their churches and in those of their ecclesiastical provinces. 
It consists of a narrow band of white woolen cloth decorated with six black silk crosses. 

The rite of blessing and imposition of the pallia is performed by the Pope on 29 June, the 
Solemnity of Sts. Peter and Paul. (N.B. Our new Archbishop will be one of those who 
will receive a Pallium made from this wool) 

An ancient tradition 

The first mention of the tradition of blessing two lambs on the feast of St. Agnes dates 
back to the 6th century. 

It is tied to an ancient legend about her life that says that she appeared to her parents 
after her death when they came to pray at her tomb. They saw her surrounded by a choir 
of virgins and holding a pure lamb in her arms. 

Historical records also indicate that two lambs were once considered the “rent” paid by the monks of the Basilica of St. 
Agnes Outside the Walls to the Basilica of St. John Lateran. Members of the Lateran Chapter would present these lambs to 
the Pope for his blessing. 

For many centuries, lambs from the Trappist farm at the Abbey of the Three Fountains in southern Rome were taken directly 
from the Basilica of St. Agnes to the Pope to be blessed.   

Then the lambs would be sent to the Benedictine nuns of the Basilica of St. Cecilia in Trastevere, who would shear them 
during Holy Week, so that the wool could be woven into the pallia for the new archbishops. 

In recent years, some aspects of this tradition have changed as the Trappists no longer maintain the sheep farm, and the Pope 
does not bless the lambs at the Vatican. However, the Benedictine nuns still shear the lambs to make the new pallia.  

Ecumenical Vespers at Westminster Cathedral for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 
Last Tuesday evening in a packed Westminster Cathedral, Cardinal Vincent presided at Solemn Pontifical Vespers in 
thanksgiving for the proclamation of St John Henry Newman as a Doctor of the Church, and to mark the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity. The Westminster Cathedral Choir was joined for Vespers by the Choir of St Paul’s Cathedral, and an 
address was given by the former Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Rowan Williams. The Archbishop of Canterbury-Elect, Dame 
Sarah Mullally, the Archbishop of York, Stephen Cottrell, and Cardinal Timothy Radcliffe, the Papal Nuncio and a number 
of Anglican and Catholic Bishops were also in attendance.  



A Priest reflects 
Fr Mark Vickers who is parish priest of  The Holy Ghost and St Stephen, Shepherds Bush shared the 
following reflection on Facebook earlier this week. (We have his permission to share it in our 
newsletter). 

Last week I met up with a couple of friends in Rome. They are both seminary rectors, responsible for 
training the next generation of priests, at the Beda and the English College. There is much that is 
encouraging. The education offered has improved enormously since my day. The seminary staff are 
passionate, capable and absolutely committed to the task entrusted to them. I was impressed by the 
calibre of men studying for the priesthood. 

At the same time there is a massive problem which we’re not talking about. The number training for 
the priesthood is woefully inadequate. Very shortly we will find it difficult to staff our parishes. In a 
diocese the size of Westminster, we ought to be ordaining 10 or 15 new priests each year. We are 
lucky if there are three or four. Significant numbers are dying and retiring. There is no guarantee that when I move on that 
there will be a full-time priest for Shepherd’s Bush. That’s a tremendous sadness. Like other areas of London, we are a 
growing parish. The need is greater than ever. Who will be there to bury our parents, baptise our children, celebrate the Mass 
and preach the Gospel?  

Of course, vocation isn’t just about priests and nuns. Speaking to the Church in Corinth, St Paul reminds them that all 
Christians have been ‘sanctified in Christ Jesus’, without exception all of us are ‘called to be saints’. That calling starts with 
baptism by the One whom John tells us ‘baptises with the Holy Spirit’, who gives us the ability to live us saints. 

We won’t have priests, we won’t have good Catholic families unless we first follow the primary calling to be holy, to be like 
God, to be radically different from the world when we need to be. It means living a profound, personal relationship with 
Jesus Christ. It means recognising something is wrong if we’re not at Mass on Sunday, if a day goes by without our having 
spent time in prayer. Catholics used to be known as ‘the awkward squad’, because we would stand up and say we couldn’t do 
something if it was immoral, dishonest or unjust. Today we’ve become too respectable, we blend too well into the 
background. We need to recover our reputation for being ‘the awkward squad’, knowing our reasons for acting as we do, 
taking our actions to prayer.  

I’ve heard people say perhaps we won’t need priests in the future. That’s nonsense. An American friend of mine says: ‘A 
Church without priests is a Church without Jesus Christ.’ We can’t have good priests without good families, and we can’t 
have good families without good priests. Jesus planned it this way. We need priests to baptise, to say Mass, to forgive sin. 
Without priests, we don’t have the sacraments. Grace, the power of God to transform us and make us holy, doesn’t flow in 
the way God intends it. St Paul talks about the vocation we all share to be saints. But before that, he reminds the church in 
Corinth of his own personal vocation. He has been ‘called by God to be an Apostle of Christ Jesus’ precisely so the people in 
Corinth and elsewhere can be holy. We need priests to unlock the wellsprings of God’s grace in the sacraments, to challenge 
and to console in preaching the Gospel.  

What’s to be done about the shortage of priests? ... Firstly, we must acknowledge the problem and talk about it. For too long, 
we have kept quiet or pretended someone else will step forward and everything will be OK. No, it won’t, unless people are 
realistic and accept responsibility. Thank God, some bishops are being realistic and speaking out. The Bishop of Leeds 
recently shared the reality of the situation with his diocese. He asked if there were men out there who might consider the 
priesthood. Twenty turned up to the meeting he called. The Bishop of Portsmouth recently wrote a letter to his diocese 
explaining the crisis ahead and inviting men to respond if they felt they 
might be called to the priesthood. Fifty stepped forward. God continues to 
call, but He expects us to cooperate with Him and respond to His initiative. 
We may be pleasantly surprised when we do.  

Part of the problem is fear. Fear that I’m not up this. By ourselves, we’re 
not. But precisely because of our baptism, we’re not alone, it’s not down to 
us by ourselves. The Holy Spirit, the power of God, is dwelling within us. 
Activate that power, trust in Him. There is a fear of commitment which 
affects vocations to priesthood, religious life and marriage. Yet only in 
committed, permanent love do we truly grow and find fulfilment in the 
service of the other. 

God is calling; the Church is calling. … What will the response be? If we 
have a holy people, a Church of saints, it will be the response of the 
Psalmist: ‘Behold, I have come, Lord, to do Your will.’ 

Come & See Vocations Mornings 2026  
Over the next few months there will be a number of vocation events for 
those who may be thinking about a possible vocation to the priesthood or 
diaconate.  

Saturday 28 February 10am-1.30pm - St Anselm's, Southhall - St 
Anselm's Rectory, The Green, Southall UB2 4BE Saturday 14 March 12 
noon-3.30pm - St Bonaventure's Church Hall - 81 Parkway, Welwyn 
Garden City AL8 6JF (A short walk from Welwyn Garden City Station.)  
Refreshments and a light lunch will be provided. To find out more and to 
register your attendance at one of the days, please contact: Canon Roger 
Taylor - Vocations Promoter rogertaylor@rcdow.org.uk or Deacon Tito 
Pereira – Assistant Director Permanent Diaconate 07977 599110 or 
titopereira@rcdow.org.uk  

Seen in the church of St Thomas More, 
 Coventry 



Readings at  Sunday Mass 

First reading                                   Isaiah 9:1b-4 
In the former time the Lord brought into contempt the land 
of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he 
has made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the 
Jordan, Galilee of the nations. The people who walked in 
darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land 
of deep darkness, on them has light shone. You have 
multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; they 
rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad 
when they divide the spoil. For the yoke of his burden, and 
the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have 
broken as on the day of Midian. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 Responsorial Psalm              27(26):1. 4. 13-14. ℟1a 

The Lord is my light and my salvation. 

The Lord is my light and my salvation; 
whom shall I fear? 
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 
whom should I dread?  

The Lord is my light and my salvation. 

There is one thing I ask of the Lord, 
only this do I seek: 
to live in the house of the Lord 
all the days of my life, 
to gaze on the beauty of the Lord, 
to enquire at his temple.  

The Lord is my light and my salvation. 

I believe I shall see the Lord’s goodness 
in the land of the living. 
Wait for the Lord; be strong; 
be stout-hearted, and wait for the Lord!  

The Lord is my light and my salvation. 

 

Second reading                 1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 17 

I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and that there be no 
divisions among you, but that you be united in the same 
mind and the same judgement. For it has been reported to 
me by Chloe’s people that there is quarrelling among you, 
my brothers and sisters. What I mean is that each one of you 
says, ‘I follow Paul’, or ‘I follow Apollos’, or ‘I follow 
Cephas’, or ‘I follow Christ.’ Is Christ divided? Was Paul 
crucified for you? Or were you baptised in the name of 
Paul? For Christ did not send me to baptise but to preach the 
gospel, and not with words of eloquent wisdom, lest the 
cross of Christ be emptied of its power. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Jesus proclaimed the gospel of the kingdom 
and healed every affliction among the people. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Gospel                      Matthew 4:12-23 

The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

When Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew 
into Galilee. And leaving Nazareth he went and lived in 
Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and 
Naphtali, so that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah 
might be fulfilled: ‘The land of Zebulun and the land of 
Naphtali, the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of 
the Gentiles — the people dwelling in darkness have seen a 
great light, and for those dwelling in the region and shadow 
of death, on them a light has dawned.’ From that time Jesus 
began to preach, saying, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven 
is at hand.’ 

While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, 
Simon (who is called Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting 
a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. And he said to 
them, ‘Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.’ 
Immediately they left their nets and followed him. And 
going on from there he saw two other brothers, James the 
son of Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with 
Zebedee their father, mending their nets, and he called them. 
Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed 
him. 

And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their 
synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and 
healing every disease and every affliction among the people. 

The Gospel of The Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Lamp Prayer Intentions  

(St Matthew’s)  
Blessed Sacrament   
Peter Clifford RIP 

Our Lady   
Anne Clifford RIP 

(St Joseph’s ) 
Blessed Sacrament   

Fr Michael Gamble (Intentions) 

Our Lady 
Rose Lynch RIP (Anniv) 



(Saturday)  5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Padraic Curran RIP/LD (Anniv) (St Joseph’s) 

Sunday 25th  9.00am: Mass - Vince Thapermall RIP (St Matthew’s) 
Third Sunday  11.00am: Mass - Julie Bartel & Ann Matthews RIP (Anniv) (St Joseph’s) 

in Ordinary Time 6.00pm: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Matthew’s)       

Monday 26th   9.00am Exposition of the Bl. Sacrament  09:40 Morning Prayer   

SS Timothy & Titus 10.00am: Mass - Salvatore & Filippa Lo Cascio RIP Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s) 

Tuesday 27th  9.00am Exposition of the Bl. Sacrament  09:40 Morning Prayer   

Feria   10.00am: Mass - Ashlyn Foley (Intentions) Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s)   

Wednesday 28th NO PUBLIC MASS  
S Thomas Aquinas 

Thursday 29th 12 noon: Funeral Mass of John Sheppard RIP (St Joseph’s)  
Feria   6.00pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

    7.00pm: Mass - Jill Herrmann (Special Intns) Followed By Rosary  (St Joseph’s) 

Friday 30th  9.00am Exposition of the Bl. Sacrament  09:40 Morning Prayer   

Feria   10.00am: Mass - Alistair Bell (Birthday) Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s)    

Saturday 31st  09:45 Morning Prayer  Followed By Rosary  

S John Bosco  10.30am: Mass - Brian O’Connor (Intentions) (St Matthew’s) 

   11.00am - 11.50am:Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions ending with Benediction 

   5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday -  People of the Parishes (St Joseph’s)    

Sunday  1st  9.00am: Mass - Sabrina Lee (Birthday) (St Matthew’s) 
Fourth Sunday 11.00am: Mass – James McCaffery & James Martin RIP (Anniv) (St Joseph’s) 

in Ordinary Time 6.00pm: Mass— Mairead & Kevin Wedgeworth RIP (St Matthew’s) 

   8.00pm: Holy Hour (Concluding with Night Prayer) (St Matthew’s) 

Parish Directory   
Parish Priest: Fr Tom Montgomery Email: tommontgomery@rcdow.org.uk 

Tel: 01923 840736 Emergency: 07576 455450             
Deacon: Rev Hervé Boisson Email: herveboisson@rcdow.org.uk 

Parish Office St Matthew’s 
Cheryl Myring 
Siobhan Hogg 
Tel: 01923 840736 
Email: northwood@rcdow.org.uk 

St Joseph’s 
Linda Grimes 
 
Tel: 020 8428 0088  
Email: carpenderspark@rcdow.org.uk 

Catechetical Team Elvadia Tolputt 
northwoodcat@rcdow.org.uk 

Donna Osborne 
carpenderscatechist@rcdow.org.uk 

Colette Quirk & Elizabeth Scudder 
Email: 
northwoodsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  

Awaiting Appointment Parish Safeguarding  
Representatives  

Or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk  

Please join us in praying for those who are sick and those who have died: 
Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which  

are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.  
For those who are sick: Anne Paget, Mary Vaughan, Helen Jones, Sinead Ceasar , Gilda Kumarathasan,  
Siobhan Frost, Leslie Caesar, Mary Elizabeth Thomas, Georgette Gornall,  Ann Archer, Kathleen Lynch, Kathleen Andrews, 
Harry Nandlal, Dawn Tannian, Phil Carey, Alice Sheppard, Dave Jessop, Brendan Davern, Shay Murray, Joe Dolan, Ruby 
King, John Wildsmith, Cecil Swampillai, Belinda Plummer, Marilyn Theodore, Veronica Savill, Levan Soloman, Patricia 
Procter,  Philip Wilson, Mary Hyde, King Charles, Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Eileen Wildsmith, Peter Fitzpatrick,  
Mark O’Connor, Marie Marron, Carol-Ann Frost, Ada Barker, Ron Picardo, Kerry Blackburn, James Wilson, Audrey Potts,  
Rafael Pino, Julius Fayiti,  Anna Kelly, Justin, Margaret Downing,  as well as others for whom we have been praying 
together recently.  

For those who have died recently: John Sheppard, Yvonne Collier, Fr Teave Carroll and all who have died as a result of 
violence, war and conflict or natural disaster.  
For those whose anniversary occurs around this time: John Harrington, Ellen Corr, Fr Geoffrey Eneh, Gianni Mattera, 
Kathleen Lawson, Rita Lyons, Ferdinando De Nuccio, Miep Van Den Berg, John Holden, Thomas Watson, Kathleen 
O’Mara, Joe O’Kelly, Michael Cilcoyne, Ann Nicol, Hilda Jackson, John Donovan, Angela Leggieri, John Ahern Jr, James 
Byers, Christopher Sherwin, Colette Donaghy, Betty Lynch, Grace Greaney, David Saines. 

Pope’s Prayer Intention for January For prayer with the word of God. We pray that praying with the word of God be 
nourishment for our lives and a source of hope in our communities, helping us to build a more fraternal and missionary 
Church.  

Worship this week 
Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to have a Mass intention (or lamp prayer intention) for a particular date. 


