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Dear Parishioners 
As we celebrate the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, we bring the Christmas season to a close and reflect on the profound 
meaning of this moment in the life of Christ and in our own lives as His disciples. The joy of Christmas reminds us that God 
has come among us, but today’s feast invites us to consider what it means to follow Him in daily life. Baptism is the moment 
when we are first drawn into God’s loving embrace, and it calls us to live as people who reflect His light in the world. 

In the Gospel, we are drawn to the waters of the Jordan, where Jesus Christ comes to be baptized by John the Baptist. 
Though Jesus is sinless, He steps into the waters with all who are seeking repentance and renewal. Rising from the water, He 
experiences the Spirit descending upon Him like a dove, and hears the voice of the Father proclaim, “This is my beloved 
Son, with whom I am well pleased.” In that moment, Jesus’ identity and mission are revealed. But this moment is also a 
mirror for us: through baptism, God claims each of us as His beloved children, inviting us to live as members of His family 
and witnesses of His love. 

Baptism is more than a ritual from our past. It is the foundation of our Christian life. It marks the beginning of a lifelong 
journey in which we are called to grow closer to Christ, to turn away from sin, and to serve others with generosity and 
humility. It is a call to let the Holy Spirit shape our hearts, minds, and actions, and to allow God’s love to guide every part of 
our lives. 

The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord challenges us to reflect on our baptismal promises. Do we live with the awareness that 
we belong to God? Do our words, thoughts, and actions reflect the dignity and grace we received when we were anointed 
with holy oil? Are we allowing God to shape our lives so that others might see His love reflected in us? These are not easy 
questions, but they are essential if we are to live as faithful followers of Christ. 

As we enter Ordinary Time, we are reminded that holiness often appears in ordinary, everyday moments. This season may 
seem “ordinary” because it is not marked by the dramatic feasts of Christmas or Easter, but it is in these days that our faith is 
lived most fully. It is in our homes, our workplaces, our schools, and our parish life where the fruits of our baptism can truly 
shine. Small acts of kindness, patience, and compassion, carried out faithfully each day, bear witness to God’s love and help 
us to grow in holiness. 

I would also like to wish each of you a very happy and blessed New Year. As some of you know, I was recently in Rome, 
staying at Palazzola, a beautiful place of prayer and reflection overlooking Lake Albano and the Pope’s Summer Residence 
Castel Gandolfo in the Alban Hills. Spending time there at the beginning of the year was a true blessing, I had time to sleep 
and rest, the food and wine there is excellent and there were opportunities for prayer and reflection too. I carried our parish, 
your families, and your intentions in prayer, asking God to guide us in this new year. 

Palazzola also reminded me of the gift of pilgrimage. It is my hope, God willing, that in April 2027 many of us will have the 
opportunity to journey there together as a parish. A pilgrimage is more than travel; it is a spiritual journey in which we walk 
in prayer, reflection, and fellowship, deepening our faith while experiencing the beauty of God’s creation and the Church. I 
hopefully will have more details in the next few weeks. I look forward to sharing this journey with you, strengthening the 
bonds of our parish community and our shared commitment to Christ. 

As we begin this new year and this new season in the Church, let us remember the grace we received in baptism. Let us 
listen anew to the voice of the Father, calling us His beloved, and allow the Holy Spirit to guide our steps. May this year be 
filled with hope, peace, and love, and may we always seek to live as Christ’s disciples in every corner of our lives. 

My first day back on duty was the Epiphany and we had three Masses that day (including one where our school took part 
leading the singing, readings and serving) It was a great reminder to me that it is a privilege to serve our parishes and to walk 
with you in faith, hope, and love. May God bless you abundantly in this new year and always. 

With all my prayers and best wishes 

Fr Tom 

St Joseph’s Church  
111 Oxhey Drive,  

Watford  
WD19 7SW 

Parish Office Hours 
Tuesday, Thursday: 9.30am - 3.30pm 

You can make a 

donation to either  

parish by using the 

appropriate QR code. 



Good Books 
Our next meeting is at the new time of 2 pm on Wednesday 14 January in the Fr Bebb Room at St Matthew's. We'll be 
talking about Nigel Slater's memoir Toast. All are welcome. Please email mrsjulieshelton@gmail. com if you would like to 
know more about us or if you cannot come to meetings but would like to join the associated WhatsApp group. 

Sunday Mass Times 
A suggestion has been made to change the Mass time at St Joseph’s from 11.00am to 11.15am. The main reason is that Fr 
Tom often has difficulty getting from St Matthew’s to St Joseph’s in time to begin at 11.00am. This means that we often 
begin late. The extra fifteen minutes would enable him to have time to see and speak to people after the 9.00am Mass at St 
Matthew’s. (Under the old timetable when Fr Tom only had St Matthew’s the Mass was at 11.15am). You can also make 
your opinion online at https://bit.ly/SJ_SundayMassTime 

Charitable Giving 
As we begin a new year, we can think about the charities that we might wish to support this coming year. We already have a 
number of collections that we are obliged by the diocese to hold, but we are also able to support other charities. Last year 
(particularly during Lent) we supported two of our local hospices. If you would like to suggest a charity that we might 
support this year, please let Fr Tom know and he can take it to the Finance Committees of each parish for a decision to be 
made. You can also make your recommendation online at https://bit.ly/SMSJ_LentenAlms 

Come & See Vocations Mornings 2026  
Over the next few months there will be a number of vocation events for those who may be thinking about a possible vocation 
to the priesthood or diaconate.  

Saturday 17 January 10am-1.30pm Our Lady of Victories (Kensington Room) - Kensington High Street, London W8 6AF 
Saturday 28 February 10am-1.30pm - St Anselm's, Southhall - St Anselm's Rectory, The Green, Southall UB2 4BE 
Saturday 14 March 12 noon-3.30pm - St Bonaventure's Church Hall - 81 Parkway, Welwyn Garden City AL8 6JF (A short 
walk from Welwyn Garden City Station.)  

Refreshments and a light lunch will be provided. To find out more and to register your attendance at one of the days, please 
contact: Canon Roger Taylor - Vocations Promoter rogertaylor@rcdow.org.uk or Deacon Tito Pereira – Assistant Director 
Permanent Diaconate 07977 599110 or titopereira@rcdow.org.uk  

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
Next Sunday sees this annual event begin. There are a few events that you might be interested in attending.  

Tuesday 20th January at 5pm – Westminster Cathedral are hosting the Choir of St Paul’s Cathedral, to sing Vespers 
together, in thanksgiving for the recent proclamation of St John Henry Newman as a Doctor of the Church. The preacher will 
be Archbishop Rowan Williams; 

Friday 23rd January at 5pm – St Paul’s Cathedral are hosting the Choir of Westminster Cathedral, to sing Evensong 
together. 
James Holland (Diocesan Ecumenical Coordinator), is running an Ecumenical Pilgrimage on Friday 23rd January. The 
pilgrimage will leave from Westminster Cathedral at 1pm and visit a Catholic Church in Central London and Temple 
Church, before finishing at St Paul’s in time for Evensong. If you are planning to take part in that pilgrimage, please email 
ecumenism@rcdow.org.uk to let them know you are coming. 

“Pray with the Pope”: a real network of communion in a divided world 
From the Chapel of Saint Peregrine in the Vatican to the wider world, Pray with the Pope invites the faithful to share in a 
common moment of prayer with the Pope. The initiative was presented on Wednesday, 7 January, shortly before the release 
of the first video message in which Pope Leo XIV shares his prayer intention for January 2026. The video, recorded in 
English, Italian, and Spanish, marks the official launch of the project. 

Prayer as a source of hope 
In his January prayer intention – For prayer with the Word of God – Pope Leo XIV calls on the faithful to rediscover prayer 
as a source of hope. The Pope inaugurates the initiative not with a speech, but with a moment of prayer, emphasising a 
quieter, more contemplative way of communicating in an age marked by noise and distraction. 

The slow time of prayer 
According to Paolo Ruffini, Prefect of the Dicastery for Communication, the initiative offers “the intimate and universal 
prayer of the Pope in a new, sober, and powerful form,” serving as a visible sign of unity and communion. It becomes a 
meeting place for millions of people, present both in digital spaces and in the concrete realities of daily life, beginning with 
the heart of each person. 

This proposal, Ruffini explained, challenges the pace of modern life by creating “a protected space, a slow time, for prayer”. 
It is a reminder that genuine encounter remains possible even in a world marked by division, war, and violence. Prayer, he 
stressed, has the power to restore unity where it has been fractured. 

Monthly intentions, global concerns 
Each month throughout 2026, Pope Leo XIV will invite the Church to pray for a specific intention, touching on both global 
challenges—such as peace and disarmament—and issues within the life of the Church, including evangelisation. The 
initiative continues the legacy of The Pope’s Video, launched ten years ago by Pope Francis and viewed over 260 million 
times worldwide. 

Building a different kind of network 
Ruffini recalled the Pope’s invitation to “mend the nets” in the digital age—not through ambition or conquest, but by 
rediscovering what truly matters. In a culture accustomed to networks driven by monetisation, a network of prayer may seem 
countercultural. Yet, he noted, to pray together is itself a way of building communion, responding to a deep spiritual longing 
present even in secular societies. 



Readings at  Sunday Mass 

First reading                         SIsaiah 42:1-4, 6-7 

Thus says the Lord: 
Behold my servant, whom I uphold, 
my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
I have put my Spirit upon him; 
he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice, 
or make it heard in the street; 
a bruised reed he will not break, 
and a faintly burning wick he will not quench; 
he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
He will not grow faint or be discouraged 
till he has established justice in the earth; 
and the coastlands wait for his law. 

‘I am the Lord; I have called you in righteousness; 
I will take you by the hand and keep you; 
I will give you as a covenant for the people, 
a light for the nations, 
to open the eyes that are blind, 
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
from the prison those who sit in darkness.’ 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 Responsorial Psalm     29(28):1-2. 3ac-4. 3b, 9b-10. ℟11b 

The Lord will bless his people with peace. 

Ascribe to the Lord, you heavenly powers, 
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name; 
bow down before the Lord, majestic in holiness.  

The Lord will bless his people with peace. 

The voice of the Lord upon the waters, 
the Lord on the immensity of waters; 
the voice of the Lord full of power; 
the voice of the Lord full of splendour.  

The Lord will bless his people with peace. 

The God of glory thunders;  
in his temple they all cry, ‘Glory!’ 
The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; 
the Lord sits as king for ever.  

The Lord will bless his people with peace. 

Second reading                        Acts 10:34-38 

In those days: Peter opened his mouth and said: ‘Truly I 
understand that God shows no partiality, but in every nation 
anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to 
him. As for the word that he sent to Israel, preaching good 
news of peace through Jesus Christ — he is Lord of all — 
you yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea, 
beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John 
proclaimed: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 
Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and 
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was 
with him.’ 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
The heavens opened and the Father’s voice resounded: 
‘This is my Son, the Beloved. Listen to him.’ 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Gospel                      Matthew 3:13-17 

The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

At that time: Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, 
to be baptised by him. John would have prevented him, 
saying, ‘I need to be baptised by you, and do you come to 
me?’ But Jesus answered him, ‘Let it be so now, for thus it 
is fitting for us to fulfil all righteousness.’ Then he 
consented. And when Jesus was baptised, immediately he 
went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were 
opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like 
a dove and coming to rest on him; and behold, a voice from 
heaven said, ‘This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well 
pleased.’ 

The Gospel of The Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Lamp Prayer Intentions  

(St Matthew’s)  
Blessed Sacrament   
Pray for Camela & Victoria Family 

Our Lady   
Pray for Vincente Tuan & Vincente James 

(St Joseph’s ) 
Blessed Sacrament   

---------  

Our Lady 
 ---------   

An open door to shared prayer 
Father Cristóbal Fones, Director of the Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network, described Pray with the Pope as an open 
invitation for anyone, anywhere, to join the Pope’s monthly prayer intentions from a synodal perspective. This global 
dimension is reflected in video testimonies from Indonesia and Côte d’Ivoire, highlighting prayer as a bridge between 
cultures and peoples. 

Finally, responding to journalists, Ruffini noted that the Pope has personally supported the initiative and has already recorded 
videos for the coming months. Through a short message on social media, Pope Leo XIV encouraged people to step away 
from endless scrolling and make space for prayer—a pause that allows the Word of God to breathe new life into hearts grown 
weary of constant distraction. 

If you would like to see the video it can be found at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s1CBCcEIkME 

Hillingdon Deanery 
On Tuesday St Matthew’s is hosting the January meeting of the Hillingdon Deanery which is attended by the clergy 
(including retired) and lay workers of the deanery. We are blessed with Marianna De Falco who is leading the catering, if 
you are free to help the please speak with Fr Tom.  



(Saturday)  5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Thomas O'Connor RIP (St Joseph’s) 

Sunday  11th 9.00am: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Matthew’s) 
THE BAPTISM 11.00am: Mass - Pat Hayes RIP (St Joseph’s) 

OF THE LORD 6.00pm: Mass - Alexandre Silva RIP (St Matthew’s)      

Monday 12th   9.00am Exposition of the Bl. Sacrament  09:40 Morning Prayer   

Saint Aelred   10.00am: Mass - Tony Marano RIP Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s) 
of Rievaulx 

Tuesday 13th  9.00am Exposition of the Bl. Sacrament  09:40 Morning Prayer   

S. Hilary  10.00am: Mass - Sonny Hallessey RIP Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s)   

Wednesday 14th NO PUBLIC MASS  
Feria  

Thursday 15th. 6.00pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

Feria   7.00pm: Mass - Ann - Marie Blessing RIP Followed By Rosary  (St Joseph’s) 

Friday 16th  9.00am Exposition of the Bl. Sacrament  09:40 Morning Prayer   

Feria   10.00am: Mass - Sebastino Di Falco RIP Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s) 

Saturday 17th  09:45 Morning Prayer  Followed By Rosary  

S. Anthony  10.30am: Mass - Richard Hibbs RIP (St Matthew’s) 

   11.00am - 11.50am:Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions ending with Benediction 

   5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday -  Sylvia & Andy Hearne RIP (Anniv) (St Joseph’s)    

Sunday  18th 9.00am: Mass - Roberto Crovella RIP (Anniv) (St Matthew’s) 
Second Sunday 11.00am: Mass – People of the Parishes (St Joseph’s) 

in Ordinary Time 6.00pm: Mass—John Gomes & Necessidade Fernandes RIP (St Matthew’s) 

 

Parish Directory   
Parish Priest: Fr Tom Montgomery Email: tommontgomery@rcdow.org.uk 

Tel: 01923 840736 Emergency: 07576 455450             
Deacon: Rev Hervé Boisson Email: herveboisson@rcdow.org.uk 

Parish Office St Matthew’s 
Cheryl Myring 
Siobhan Hogg 
Tel: 01923 840736 
Email: northwood@rcdow.org.uk 

St Joseph’s 
Linda Grimes 
 
Tel: 020 8428 0088  
Email: carpenderspark@rcdow.org.uk 

Catechetical Team Elvadia Tolputt 
northwoodcat@rcdow.org.uk 

Donna Osborne 
carpenderscatechist@rcdow.org.uk 

Colette Quirk & Elizabeth Scudder 
Email: 
northwoodsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  

Awaiting Appointment Parish Safeguarding  
Representatives  

Or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk  

Please join us in praying for those who are sick and those who have died: 
Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which  

are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.  

For those who are sick: Anne Paget, Mary Vaughan, Helen Jones, Sinead Ceasar , Gilda Kumarathasan,  
Siobhan Frost, Leslie Caesar, Mary Elizabeth Thomas, Georgette Gornall,  Ann Archer, Kathleen Lynch, Kathleen Andrews, 
Harry Nandlal, Dawn Tannian, Phil Carey, Alice Sheppard, Dave Jessop, Brendan Davern, Shay Murray, Joe Dolan, Ruby 
King, John Wildsmith, Cecil Swampillai, Belinda Plummer, Marilyn Theodore, Veronica Savill, Levan Soloman, Patricia 
Procter,  Philip Wilson, Mary Hyde, King Charles, Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Eileen Wildsmith, Peter Fitzpatrick,  
Mark O’Connor, Marie Marron, Carol-Ann Frost, Ada Barker, Ron Picardo, Kerry Blackburn, James Wilson, Audrey Potts,  
Rafael Pino, Julius Fayiti,  Anna Kelly, Justin, Margaret Downing,  as well as others for whom we have been praying 
together recently.  
For those who have died recently: John Sheppard, Rosemary Abrey, Fr Teave Carroll and all who have died as a result of 
violence, war and conflict or natural disaster.  

For those whose anniversary occurs around this time: Mary Hanlon, Susan Gibbs, Gerald Allen, Patrick Purcell, 
Christina Donovan, Patrick O’Sullivan, Julia Murphy, Cardinal Manning, Mary Ryder, Michael Regan, Chris Sheridan, Nora 
Firth, Peter Rossi, Brendan Saurin, Peggy Forde-Marshall, Gillian Teather, Thomas Franklin, Tom Ryder, Beth Anderson. 
Pope’s Prayer Intention for January For prayer with the word of God. We pray that praying with the word of God be 
nourishment for our lives and a source of hope in our communities, helping us to build a more fraternal and missionary 
Church.  

Worship this week 
Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to have a Mass intention (or lamp prayer intention) for a particular date. 

Information for Readings. Sunday Year  A Weekday Week 1 Year  2 Daily Office Week 1  


