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Dear Parishioners 
As we gather for the First Sunday of Lent, the Church leads us into the desert. Each year, the Gospel proclaims how Jesus, 
filled with the Holy Spirit, was led into the wilderness for forty days. Before beginning His public ministry, He fasted, 
prayed, and faced temptation. Lent begins not with activity, but with silence. Not with applause, but with testing. Not with 
crowds, but with solitude. 

The desert is a powerful image. It is a place stripped of distraction and comfort. In Scripture, the desert is where God forms 
His people. Israel wandered there for forty years. Moses encountered the burning bush there. Elijah heard the still, small 
voice there. And now, Jesus enters the desert to confront the enemy and to remain faithful where humanity so often failed. 

The temptations of Christ are not random. They strike at the heart of human weakness: hunger for comfort, desire for power, 
and the temptation to test God rather than trust Him. “Turn these stones into bread.” “All this will be yours.” “Throw 
yourself down.” Each temptation invites Jesus to take a shortcut — to grasp glory without sacrifice, to claim kingship 
without the Cross. 

Yet Jesus responds with the Word of God. He does not argue. He does not negotiate. He stands firm in truth. His victory in 
the desert is not simply a personal triumph; it is a victory for us. Where Adam fell, Christ stands. Where Israel failed, Christ 
remains faithful. The First Sunday of Lent reminds us that we are not alone in our struggles. Our Saviour has entered the 
battle before us. 

Lent, then, is our invitation to follow Him into the desert. This does not necessarily mean a physical wilderness, but it does 
mean creating space. Space for prayer. Space for silence. Space to examine the attachments that pull us away from God. 

The Church gives us three traditional practices: prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. 

 Prayer deepens our  relationship with God. It reor ients our  hear ts toward Him. Perhaps this Lent we might 
commit to daily Mass once a week, a regular time of Eucharistic Adoration, praying the Rosary as a family, or simply 
ten quiet minutes each day with Scripture. 

 Fasting teaches us discipline and dependence on God. When we willingly give up something good, we 
remember that only God truly satisfies. Fasting is not merely about food; it can also mean fasting from unnecessary 
noise, social media, gossip, or anything that dulls our spiritual hunger. 

 Almsgiving turns our  focus outward. It reminds us that love of God is inseparable from love of neighbour . 
Generosity softens the heart and loosens the grip of materialism. Whether through charitable giving, volunteering, or 
simple acts of kindness, almsgiving allows Christ’s compassion to flow through us. 

The First Sunday of Lent is not meant to discourage us by highlighting temptation; rather, it encourages us with hope. 
Temptation itself is not sin. Even Jesus was tempted. What matters is how we respond. Lent is a season of training -
strengthening our spiritual muscles through small daily acts of fidelity. 

We may enter Lent aware of our weaknesses. Perhaps we have fallen into the same patterns again. Perhaps we feel 
spiritually dry. The desert can seem intimidating. Yet it is precisely there that God speaks most clearly. When distractions 
fade, His voice becomes easier to hear. 

The Cross is already on the horizon, but so is the Resurrection. Lent is not a season of gloom; it is a season of preparation. 
Just as athletes train before a race, we enter these forty days to renew our hearts. By Easter, we are meant to emerge freer, 
lighter, and more alive in Christ. 

As we begin this sacred season, let us not be afraid of the desert. Let us walk with Jesus. Let us trust that every small 
sacrifice offered in love bears fruit. And when we feel tempted or weary, let us remember that the same Spirit who 
strengthened Christ in the wilderness is at work within us. 

May this First Sunday of Lent mark not just the beginning of forty days on the calendar, but the beginning of a deeper 
conversion of heart. 

With all my prayers and best wishes 

Fr Tom 

St Joseph’s Church  
111 Oxhey Drive,  

Watford  
WD19 7SW 

Parish Office Hours 
Tuesday, Thursday: 9.30am - 3.30pm 

You can make a 

donation to either  

parish by using the 

appropriate QR code. 



Masses of Welcome. 
Archbishop Richard will be celebrating Masses around the diocese in his first few weeks. All parishioners are invited to join 
him. Our parishes sit within two deaneries and two Episcopal Areas. St Matthew’s is in the Hillingdon Deanery which is part 
of the Western Area. St Joseph’s is in the Watford Deanery which is in the Hertfordshire Area. Although each Mass is 
designated for an Area or Deanery, if you can’t make the Mass which covers our parishes, you are invited to go to any of the 
other Masses.  
Archbishop Richard will meet with Head teachers and the clergy before Mass at 6.30pm on the following dates. 
Wednesday 25 February – Our Lady and St Joseph’s, Kingsland (for Central and Eastern Area deaneries)  

Thursday 26 February – Ealing Abbey (for Western Area deaneries)  
Tuesday 3 March – Our Lady & St Michael’s, Garston (for St Albans and Watford deaneries)  
Wednesday 4 March – St Paul’s, Wood Green (for Haringey, Enfield and Barnet deaneries)  
Tuesday 10 March –  St Joseph’s Wembley, (for Brent and Harrow deaneries)  
Wednesday 11 March – Our Lady Queen of the Apostles,Welwyn Garden City East (for Stevenage and Lea Valley 
deaneries)  

Changes to Mass Times 
Due to Fr Tom attending a meeting of clergy and Mass with the Archbishop at Ealing Abbey on Thursday Mass at St 
Joseph’s will be at 10.00am  

St Joseph’s 100 Club 
This weekend sees the final draw of the 100 club with the bonus draw taking place too. Therefore the 100 Club is up for 
renewal. Please do renew your subscription (or take up a subscription). Forms are available from this weekend. Payment for 
your subscription can be made directly to St Joseph’s bank account.  
Account Name WRCDT Carpenders Park Sort Code 40-05-20 Account Number 61095579.  

Baptism Preparation Evening  
If you wish to have your child baptised, then please come along to the next Baptism Preparation Evening which will be held 
on Thursday 5th March at 7.45pm in the Fr Bebb Room, Northwood. Please note the change of date.  

Catholic Women's League 
We are a small, happy group of friendly ladies, who meet at St Joseph's Church, on the second Monday of the month at 2pm. 
We are part of the Westminster branch of the CWL. We have tea, biscuits, a raffle and chat about events we are organising 
and participate in  initiatives organised by the  main CWL body. We would welcome any new members to our 
group ,especially those from St Matthew's Church (Welcome to those who joined us this month).  The next meeting is on 
Monday 9th March. (Entrance is using the side door  of the church).  For  more details contact any of the following: 
Ann Farrell  07922 836030, Breda Griffin 07738 363932, Pauline James  07511 668812.   

Good Books 
Our next meeting is on 11 March at 7 pm (Fr Bebb Room, St Matthew's) when we will be travelling back in time as we talk 
about The Painter's Daughters by Emily Howes. The painter is Thomas Gainsborough, the renowned 18th century portraitist 
and landscape artist. If you cannot come along but would like to participate, consider joining the WhatsApp group to keep up 
to date with our book chat. Email mrsjulieshelton@gmail.com with your details. 

St Joseph’s Children’s Choir 
Our choir now sings at the Saturday evening Mass. If your child would like to come along and sing, then there is a practice at 
5.30pm in the large parish office (where children’s liturgy happens) before the Saturday evening Mass. 

Westminster Diocese Justice & Peace Lecture 2026  
The second annual Justice and Peace Lecture which will be given by Charles Wookey, formerly CEO of Blueprint for 
Business, and for the last three decades advisor on social and ethical issues to archbishops of Westminster and at the Bishops' 
Conference of England and Wales. He will speak on the topic ' Living out Catholic Social Teaching in Today's Britain'. A 
response will be given by the young scholar Dr Charles Bury of the University of Manchester.  
The lecture will take place at Farm Street Church of the Immaculate Conception, 114 Mount Street, London W1K 3AH, on 
Wednesday 25th March 2026 at 7pm. Access to the church is from Farm Street or Mount Street. After the lecture in the 
church all are invited to a buffet reception in the Arrupe Hall. All are welcome.  
If you would like to attend please reply to justiceandpeace@rcdow.org.uk by 1st March 2026  

Planning to get Married? 
If you are planning to get married then please speak to Fr Tom. If you are getting married elsewhere, you still need to get 
permission from the bishop. It is best to have the paperwork done within six months of the wedding. Please don’t leave it 
until a couple of weeks before the wedding! 

Pilgrimage to Fatima 
A Pilgrimage to Fatima is being organised by Garston Parish from the 10th to the 15th of May. Visits include Lisbon, Fatima, 
Braga, and Coimbra. If you would like more details please contact the parish by email at garston@rcdow.org.uk by 
22nd February.  

Learn to Pray - Online Course  
Teresa Carvalho will be offering an online Learn to Pray course for those who want to develop a daily personal prayer time 
that deepens their relationship with Jesus. This course would be ideal for people who could lead the course in your parish in 
the future and for those who recently started coming back to Church. For more information and to book please visit:  https://
forms.monday.com/forms/a21a12bb63a164f048a8d15af72fba36?r=euc1&text0=  

The course will be held at 6.00pm on the following Tuesdays 31st March, 14th April, 21st April, 28th April 

 



Come & See Vocations Mornings 2026  
The diocese are organising some vocations mornings for men who may feel called to the priesthood or permanent diaconate. 
They will be held on the following dates. 

Saturday 28 February 10am-1.30pm - St Anselm's, Southhall - St Anselm's Rectory, The Green, Southall UB2 4BE  
Saturday 14 March 12 noon-3.30pm - St Bonaventure's Church Hall - 81 Parkway, Welwyn Garden City AL8 6JF (A short 
walk from Welwyn Garden City Station.)  

Refreshments and a light lunch will be provided. To find out more and to register your attendance at one of the days, please 
contact: Canon Roger Taylor - Vocations Promoter rogertaylor@rcdow.org.uk or Deacon Tito Pereira – Assistant Director 
Permanent Diaconate 07977 599110 or titopereira@rcdow.org.uk.  

Examining Nostra Aetate  
On Monday 9th March from 6-8pm, Westminster Interfaith and St Mary's University, Twickenham, are hosting A Journey 
into Hope: Examining Nostra Aetate. This is the last in a series of events to mark 60 years since the proclamation of Nostra 
Aetate, the Second Vatican Council’s ground-breaking declaration on interreligious dialogue. Speakers include:  

 Cardinal Michael Fitzgerald M. Afr. OBE (former President of the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue) will 
give a Keynote on the theology of Nostra Aetate;  

 Archbishop Kevin McDonald (Emeritus Archbishop of 
Southwark) will give an exposition of the context in which Nostra 
Aetate was developed.  

Those wanting to attend are asked to register their place on Eventbrite 
by Friday 27th February:  

https://Examining_Nostra_Aetate.eventbrite.co.uk.  The talk is being 
held at St Mary's University, Waldegrave Road, Twickenham TW1 4SX 

Things happening in our parishes during Lent. 

In addition to our normal pattern of worship, these extra things will be happening. 

Sunday 8.00pm - 9.00pm. Holy Hour ending with Night Prayer (St Matthew’s) 

(Confessions available) 

Thursday 6.00pm - 6.50pm Confessions (St Joseph’s) 

Friday  

Stations of the Cross (following 10.00am Mass) 

11.30am Lenten Soup Lunch (Fr Bebb Room - St Matthew’s) 

7.00pm Stations of the Cross (St Joseph’s)  

Our Lenten Almsgiving will be supporting 

Michael Sobell Hospice (St Matthew’s) 

Rennie Grove Peace Hospice (St Joseph’s) 

 

Parishoners can also support the Diocesan Lent Appeal too. 

Events for Lent 

Lent Talks 
Sacred Heart, Ruislip.  Wednesday 25th February 7.30pm 
Overcoming Temptations by Fr James McTavish 

St Gregory the Great, South Ruislip Thursday 26th February 
7.00pm The Desert Experience by Fr Dermot Power 

Hillingdon Deanery Lent Retreat. 
Returning to our Loving Father A Day of Reflection illustrated by 
Sacred Art with Caroline Farey. Saturday 21st March 2026 9.30am - 
3.00pm Pield Heath House School, Pield Heath Road, UB8 3NW 
(parking available) Cost: donation (to cover costs) Please bring a packed 
lunch and a Bible; teas & coffees provided To let the organisers know 
that you intend to go please email uxbridge@rcdow.org.uk; or call 
01895 233193 



The Installation of  Archbishop Richard. 
Last weekend we saw our new Archbishop installed as Archbishop of Westminster. Greg Birch 
who was one of the representatives of our parishes, reports back. 

It was a great honour to be part of the congregation in Westminster Cathedral for the installation 
Mass of the Most Reverend Richard Moth as 12th Archbishop of Westminster.  The Mass itself 
was preceded by the Offices of Lauds and Terce, while the assembly arrived and various 
processions of clergy and special guests took place.  It was delightful to see many priests and 
deacons from the dioceses of Arundel & Brighton and Southwark as well as a substantial number 
from Westminster. 

The liturgy followed the form from the fifteen century for installation of archbishops of 
Canterbury.  At noon the Cathedral Chapter met the new Archbishop at the west door 
accompanied by the sound of a fanfare of trumpets and the tremendous great organ.  Once on the 
sanctuary, Archbishop Richard and all present were shown the Apostolic Letter of appointment 
from Pope Leo, and after this had been read out, Cardinal Vincent handed the Westminster crozier 
to the new shepherd of the diocese. 

After these ceremonies of welcome, we moved into the celebration of the Pontifical Mass.  The music was magnificent, and 
the Cathedral choir, organists and other musicians gave great joy and solemnity to the occasion.  Celebrations such as this 
are rare and I am grateful for the opportunity to be there.  A recording can be found at https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=5D6wGtfVyqc  

 

Highlights from last week’s Mass 



Homily 
On his Installation as the twelfth Archbishop of Westminster, Archbishop Richard 
Moth gave this homily at his Mass of Installation at Westminster Cathedral. 

On 26th March 1976, I was privileged to be in this great Cathedral Church, together 
with a friend from school, who is also present here today, for the Episcopal 
Ordination of the late Cardinal Basil Hume. On that day, the text that we have just 
heard, from St. Paul’s second letter to Timothy, was proclaimed: “Fan into flame the 
gift of God… for God gave us a spirit not of fear, but of power and love and self-
control.” 

God’s call to us is not a call to power as so often exercised in the world, to achieve 
dominion over others. Rather it is characterised by self-control, not a self-control ‘generated’ as it were from within 
ourselves, but a self-control guided, empowered by the Holy Spirit. It is characterised by love, a love that reflects to all the 
love that we see in Christ. This is a love that is total-self-giving, self-emptying to the point of the death that we see depicted 
so clearly in the great rood here, above the Sanctuary. This is Christ-like Service, that brings Faith, Love and Hope to a world 
that, in our present age, cries out for Hope. This Service is our Mission as Christ’s Church. St. Paul reminds us that we 
receive the gifts that come to us through the Holy Spirit, often experienced in gentleness and in the silence of prayer. These 
gifts are experienced in their fullness, fanned into flame, through our living out of the Mission to which we are called. 

We receive the grace of the Spirit through Baptism and Confirmation, as well as through the Sacrament of Holy Orders, so 
the words Paul spoke to Timothy are for all of us today. I ask you to join with me in giving thanks for the witness to the 
Gospel in this Diocese over so many years, not least in the life of Cardinal Vincent as he moves to more restful pastures. We 
all have so much for which to be thankful, so much on which to build. I rejoice that the Lord has called me to share with you, 
people and clergy of this Diocese, the mission He has given to us. It is the same mission that He gave to the seventy-two. 

Just as the Lord called the seventy-two, so he calls us to go out into the world of our own age, carrying with us the message 
of the Gospel of Peace. Let us ensure that the light of the Gospel shines brightly in our parish communities, in our homes and 
our schools. At every opportunity, let us shed the light of the Gospel on the world of our day, in our universities, our places 
of work. Let us not be afraid to shine this light in the public square for, as Pope Benedict XVI reminded us when he spoke in 
Westminster Hall in 2010: “The world of reason and the world of faith…need one another and should not be afraid to enter 
into a profound and ongoing dialogue, for the good of our civilisation. Religion…is not a problem, but a vital contributor to 
the conversation.” This encounter will, at times, require the boldness that we see in Paul and Barnabas in today’s first 
reading, but we need not fear. The great questions of our time: the need for all peoples to live in peace, the value and dignity 
of every person, the right to life at every stage, the protection of the vulnerable, the plight of the refugee and the 
dispossessed, the protection of our common home, all of these call for the light of the Gospel to be shone upon them. This 
task is intrinsic to the work of evangelisation. 

This work of evangelisation is vital, but it is fragile and adversely impacted by our failures in love, power and self-control. 
Here I am most aware of every occasion on which members of the Church, or the Church as a whole, have failed, most 
especially when the vulnerable have been abused. Such failure calls for listening to and learning from those who have 
suffered so grievously and a continuing commitment to ensuring that our communities are places where all are safe in their 
encounter with Christ and with one another. 

The reality is that the power of the Church is the power of service. It is the power of service in the way that Jesus serves, 
emptying of self for the salvation of all. 

It is the Spirit who guides our work and we celebrate today the lives of two saints, Cyril and Methodius, who have much to 
teach us on our journey. Two brothers, born in Constantinople, they answered the Lord’s call to evangelise the peoples of 
Moravia. Their work in the translation of the Liturgical texts into Slavonic reminds us all that our lives in Christ must be 
rooted in prayer and in the celebration of the Sacred Liturgy. It was from this grounding, this foundation in prayer that the 
mission of these two brothers would flow and for Methodius in episcopal ministry. He went to Pannonia (modern day 
Hungary) where he was zealous in his work of evangelisation. He faced difficulties, but persevered free from fear, guided 
and strengthened by the Spirit. 

As with these two great saints, so it is for us. It is in the Eucharist that Jesus nourishes us with His very self for our work as 
His disciples. It is from the Eucharist and from prayer that our work of evangelisation flows, for evangelisation is a call to a 
relationship, the relationship with the person of Jesus Christ. The seventy-two had walked with Jesus, sat with Him, listened 
to Him. We must, therefore, walk with Jesus on the journey of prayer, listen to Him in the Scriptures, sit with Him in 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, welcome Him in the Eucharist. These are gifts beyond our imagining, rooted in the 
mystery of God’s love. They are gifts we have the privilege and joy to share. This mission of evangelisation takes time. Pope 
Francis reminded us that “an evangelizing community is also supportive, standing by people at every step of the way, no 
matter how difficult or lengthy this may prove to be. It is familiar with patient expectation and apostolic endurance. 
Evangelization consists mostly of patience and disregard for constraints of time.” So, we need not be concerned to seek for 
results according to our own timescale. The time we have is a gift from God and He calls us, very simply, to use this gift in 
Service. May our parish communities, our schools, our chaplaincies, our whole diocese grow as a School of the Lord’s 
Service, service of the One who died and rose from the dead for us and Service of those whom we encounter. 

In these present times, we are seeing what some have called a ‘quiet revival’ of faith. The fullness of time will show us the 
depth of this revival, but it is certainly the case that this is a good moment to be a Christian, a Catholic, a disciple of Christ. 

The flame has been given to us, the flame of the Holy Spirit that came upon the infant Church at Pentecost. This flame must 
be fanned. It must be nurtured through prayer and a deepening understanding of the gift of Faith. Thereby, our mission will 
grow ever more effective, lived out in total service of our brothers and sisters, in whom we serve the Lord Himself, and in the 
highest activity of our human lives, the worship of the One Who gives Himself for us and Who calls us to Himself. 

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/archbishop-richard-moths-homily-at-mass-of-installation/#two


Pope Leo XIV   
Pope Leo is continuing his catechesis series on the Second Vatican Council and its documents 
which he is giving at his weekly Wednesday General Audience. This is the catechesis that he gave on 
Wednesday 18th February. 

Catechesis. The Documents of Vatican Council II.  
 II. Dogmatic Constitution Lumen gentium.  
1. The mystery of the Church, sacrament of the union with God, and the unity of all humanity  

Brothers and sisters, good morning and welcome! 
When the Second Vatican Council, whose documents are the focus of our [series of] catecheses, 
wanted to describe the Church, it was concerned first and foremost with explaining where her origins lie. In order to do so, in 
the Dogmatic Constitution Lumen gentium, approved on 21 November 1964, it drew the term “mystery” from the Letters of 
Saint Paul. By choosing this word, it did not intend to say that the Church is something obscure or incomprehensible, as is 
commonly thought when the word “mystery” is heard. It is exactly the opposite: indeed, when Saint Paul uses the word, 
especially in the Letter to the Ephesians, he wishes to indicate a reality that was previously hidden and is now revealed. 
It refers to God’s plan, which has a purpose: to unite all creatures thanks to the reconciliatory action of Jesus Christ, an action 
that was accomplished through his death on the cross. This is experienced first of all in the assembly gathered for the 
liturgical celebration: there, differences are relativized, and what counts is being together because we are drawn by the Love 
of Christ, that broke down the wall of separation between people and social groups (cf. Eph 2:14). For Saint Paul, the 
mystery is the manifestation of what God wanted to achieve for the whole of humanity, and it is made known in local 
experiences, which gradually expand to include all human beings and even the cosmos. 
The condition of humanity is one of fragmentation that human beings are unable to repair, even though the tendency towards 
unity dwells in their heart. Jesus Christ’s action enters into this condition, and through the Holy Spirit, he overcomes the 
powers of division and the Divider himself. Gathering together to celebrate, having believed in the proclamation of the 
Gospel, is experienced as an attraction exerted by the cross of Christ, which is the supreme manifestation of God’s love. It is 
feeling called together by God: this is why the term ekklesía is used, that is, an assembly of people who recognise that they 
have been summoned together. So, there is a certain connection between this mystery and the Church: the Church is the 
mystery made perceptible. 

Precisely because it is brought about by God, this convocation cannot  be limited to a group of people, but rather is destined 
to become the experience of all human beings. Thus,  at the beginning of the Constitution Lumen gentium, the Second 
Vatican Council states: “The Church is in Christ like a sacrament or as a sign and instrument both of a very closely knit 
union with God and of the unity of the whole human race” (no. 1). With the use of the term “sacrament” and the consequent 
explanation, it is intended to indicate that, in the history of humanity, the Church is an expression of what God wants to 
accomplish. By looking at the Church, therefore,  to some extent we can grasp God’s plan, the mystery. In this sense, the 
Church is a sign. Moreover, the term “instrument” is added to the term “sacrament”, precisely to show that the Church is an 
active sign. Indeed, when God works in history, he involves  the recipients of his action in his activity. It is through the 
Church that God achieves the aim of uniting  people to himself and reuniting them with one another. 
Union with God is reflected in the union of human beings. This is the experience of salvation. It is not a coincidence that 
point 48 in Chapter 7 of the Constitution Lumen gentium, dedicated to the eschatological nature of the pilgrim 
Church,  describes the Church as a sacrament, with the specification “of salvation”: “Christ, having been lifted up from the 
earth has drawn all to Himself (cf. Jn 12:32). Rising from the dead (cf. Rom 6:9) He sent His life-giving Spirit upon His 
disciples and through Him has established His Body which is the Church as the universal sacrament of salvation. Sitting at 
the right hand of the Father, He is continually active in the world that He might lead men to the Church and through it join 
them to Himself and that He might make them partakers of His glorious life by nourishing them with His own Body and 
Blood”. 
This text enables us to understand the relationship between the unifying action of the Pasch of Jesus, which is the mystery of 
the passion, death and resurrection, and the identity of the Church. At the same time, it makes us grateful to belong to the 
Church, the body of the risen Christ and the one people of God on pilgrimage through history, that lives as a sanctifying 
presence in the midst of a still fragmented humanity, as an effective sign of unity and reconciliation among peoples. 

Pope laments ‘ashes of international law’ left by today’s conflicts in Ash Wednesday liturgy 
Pope Leo XIV opened the church’s penitential Lenten season by presiding over Ash Wednesday and lamenting the “ashes of 
international law and justice” that have been left by today’s wars and conflicts. 
Leo revived the traditional prayer and procession that Pope Francis largely delegated to others in his final years. He walked 
with dozens of monks, priests, bishops and cardinals from one Roman church to another and then sprinkled ashes on the 
heads of cardinals during Mass. 

Ash Wednesday, a day of fasting and reflection, starts a season of self-denial and repentance from sin known as Lent. The 40
-day period leads up to observances of Jesus’ death on Good Friday and resurrection on Easter. 
In his homily, Leo offered a meditation on sin and said the ashes that Christians receive bear the “weight of a world that is 
ablaze, of entire cities destroyed by war.” 

“This is also reflected in the ashes of international law and justice among peoples, the ashes of entire ecosystems and 
harmony among peoples, the ashes of critical thinking and ancient local wisdom, the ashes of that sense of the sacred that 
dwells in every creature,” he said. 

Leo has spoken out strongly against the collapse of the post-World War II international legal order fueled by Russia’s war in 
Ukraine and even the U.S. military incursion into Venezuela to remove its leader. 
Just this week, the Holy See confirmed it would not participate in the Trump Administration’s Board of Peace for Gaza. The 
secretary of state, Cardinal Pietro Parolin, said the United Nations was the appropriate institution to monitor the currently 
shaky ceasefire agreement and rebuilding of Gaza. 



Readings at  Sunday Mass 

men because all sinned — for sin indeed was in the world 
before the law was given, but sin is not counted where there 
is no law. Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even 
over those whose sinning was not like the transgression of 
Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come. 

But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died 
through one man’s trespass, much more have the grace of 
God and the free gift by the grace of that one man, Jesus 
Christ, abounded for many. And the free gift is not like the 
result of that one man’s sin. For the judgement following 
one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift 
following many trespasses brought justification. For if, 
because of one man’s trespass, death reigned through that 
one man; much more will those who receive the abundance 
of grace and the free gift of righteousness reign in life 
through the one man Jesus Christ. Therefore, as one trespass 
led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness 
leads to justification and life for all men. For as by the one 
man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the 
one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 

Praise to you O Christ, King of eternal glory 
One does not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that comes forth from the mouth of God. 
Praise to you O Christ, King of eternal glory 

Gospel                      Matthew  4:1-11 

The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

At that time: Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the 
wilderness to be tempted by the devil. And after fasting 
forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 

And the tempter came and said to him, ‘If you are the Son of 
God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.’ But 
he answered, ‘It is written, “Man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of 
God.” ’ 

Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the 
pinnacle of the Temple and said to him, ‘If you are the Son 
of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, “He will 
command his angels concerning you”, and “On their hands 
they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a 
stone.” ’ Jesus said to him, ‘Again it is written, “You shall 
not put the Lord your God to the test.” ’ 

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and 
showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. 
And he said to him, ‘All these I will give you, if you will fall 
down and worship me.’ Then Jesus said to him, ‘Be gone, 
Satan! For it is written, “You shall worship the Lord your 
God and him only shall you serve.” ’ Then the devil left 
him, and behold, angels came and were ministering to him. 

The Gospel of The Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Lamp Prayer Intentions  

(St Matthew’s)  
Blessed Sacrament   
------- 

Our Lady  

Cheryl Myriubg (Birthday Ints) 

(St Joseph’s ) 
Blessed Sacrament   

Kathleen & John Andrews-(66th Wedding Anniv ) 

Our Lady 
John Crowle RIP 

First reading                      Genesis 2:7-9; 3:1-7 
The Lord God formed the man of dust from the ground and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man 
became a living creature. And the Lord God planted a 
garden in Eden, in the east, and there he put the man whom 
he had formed. And out of the ground the Lord God made to 
spring up every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for 
food. The tree of life was in the midst of the garden, and the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the 
field that the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, 
‘Did God actually say, “You shall not eat of any tree in the 
garden”?’ And the woman said to the serpent, ‘We may eat 
of the fruit of the trees in the garden, but God said, “You 
shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the 
garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.” ’ But the 
serpent said to the woman, ‘You will not surely die. For God 
knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and 
you will be like God, knowing good and evil.’ So when the 
woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a 
delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to 
make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also 
gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 
Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they 
were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made 
themselves loincloths. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 Responsorial Psalm51(50):3-4.5-6b. 12-13. 14, 17. ℟ cf. 3a 

Have mercy on us, O Lord, for we have sinned. 

Have mercy on me, O God, 
according to your merciful love; 
according to your great compassion, 
blot out my transgressions. 
Wash me completely from my iniquity, 
and cleanse me from my sin.  

Have mercy on us, O Lord, for we have sinned. 

My transgressions, truly I know them; 
my sin is always before me. 
Against you, you alone, have I sinned; 
what is evil in your sight I have done.  

Have mercy on us, O Lord, for we have sinned. 

Create a pure heart for me, O God; 
renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
Do not cast me away from your presence; 
take not your holy spirit from me.  

Have mercy on us, O Lord, for we have sinned. 

Restore in me the joy of your salvation; 
sustain in me a willing spirit. 
O Lord, open my lips 
and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.  

Have mercy on us, O Lord, for we have sinned. 

Second reading                                 Romans 5:12-19 

Brothers and Sisters: Just as sin came into the world through 
one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all 



(Saturday)  6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday -  Tom & Mary Griffin (Intns) (St Joseph’s)  

Sunday  22nd 9.00am: Mass -  Bridget Flynn RIP (Anniv) (St Matthew’s) 
First Sunday  11.15am: Mass – Fr William Byrne RIP (Anniv) (St Joseph’s) 

of  Lent  6.00pm: Mass— People of the Parishes (St Matthew’s)  

   8.00pm: Holy Hour Concluding with Night Prayer (Confessions available) (St Matthew’s)   

Monday 23rd   9.00am Exposition of the Bl. Sacrament  09:40 Morning Prayer   

Lent Feria  10.00am: Mass - Sheila Vosper RIP Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s) 

Tuesday 24th   9.00am Exposition of the Bl. Sacrament  09:40 Morning Prayer   

Lent Feria  10.00am: Mass - Tom Joe & Betty Murphy RIP-(Anniv) Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s) 

Wednesday 25th NO PUBLIC MASS  
Lent Feria  

Thursday 26th 9.00am Exposition of the Bl. Sacrament  09:40 Morning Prayer   

Lent Feria  10.00am: Mass - John Crowle RIP (Anniv) Followed By Rosary  (St Joseph’s) 

Friday 27th  9.00am Exposition of the Bl. Sacrament  09:40 Morning Prayer   

Lent Feria  10.00am: Mass -Augstino Antonina Di Falco RIP Followed By Stations of the Cross & Rosary (St Matthew’s) 

   7.00pm: Stations of the Cross  (St Joseph’s) 

Saturday 28th   9:45 Morning Prayer  Followed By Rosary  

Lent Feria  10.30am: Mass - Karla Sabina Murray  (Birthday Ints) (St Matthew’s) 

   11.00am - 11.50am:Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions ending with Benediction 

   5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday -  People of the Parishes  (St Joseph’s)  

Sunday  1st  9.00am: Mass -  Tony Marano RIP (Anniv) (St Matthew’s) 
First Sunday  11.15am: Mass – Meena & Harry Ryan RIP (Anniv) (St Joseph’s) 

of  Lent  6.00pm: Mass— Ted Stone RIP (4th Anniv) (St Matthew’s)  

   8.00pm: Holy Hour (Concluding with Night Prayer) (St Matthew’s) 

Parish Directory   
Parish Priest: Fr Tom Montgomery Email: tommontgomery@rcdow.org.uk 

Tel: 01923 840736 Emergency: 07576 455450             

Parish Office St Matthew’s 
Cheryl Myring 
Siobhan Hogg 
Tel: 01923 840736 
Email: northwood@rcdow.org.uk 

St Joseph’s 
Linda Grimes 
 
Tel: 020 8428 0088  
Email: carpenderspark@rcdow.org.uk 

Catechetical Team Elvadia Tolputt 
northwoodcat@rcdow.org.uk 

Donna Osborne 
carpenderscatechist@rcdow.org.uk 

Colette Quirk & Elizabeth Scudder 
Email: 
northwoodsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  
northwoodsg2@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  

Awaiting Appointment Parish Safeguarding  
Representatives  

Or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk  

Please join us in praying for those who are sick and those who have died: 
Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which  

are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.  
For those who are sick: Jean Isaac, Anne Paget, Mary Vaughan, Helen Jones, Sinead Ceasar, Gilda Kumarathasan,  
Siobhan Frost, Leslie Caesar, Mary Elizabeth Thomas, Georgette Gornall,  Ann Archer, Kathleen Lynch, Kathleen Andrews, 
Harry Nandlal, Dawn Tannian, Phil Carey, Alice Sheppard, Dave Jessop, Brendan Davern, Shay Murray, Joe Dolan,  
Ruby King, John Wildsmith, Cecil Swampillai, Belinda Plummer, Marilyn Theodore, Veronica Savill, Levan Soloman, 
Patricia Procter,  Philip Wilson, Mary Hyde, King Charles, Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Eileen Wildsmith,  
Peter Fitzpatrick,  Mark O’Connor, Marie Marron, Carol-Ann Frost, Ada Barker, Ron Picardo, Kerry Blackburn,  
James Wilson, Audrey Potts,  Rafael Pino, Julius Fayiti,  Anna Kelly, Justin, Margaret Downing,  as well as others for whom 
we have been praying together recently.  

For those who have died recently: Michael McCaughey and all who have died as a result of violence, war and conflict or 
natural disaster.  
For those whose anniversary occurs around this time: Molly Doyle, Vera Cleveland, Greta Johnson, James Keegan,  
Mary Adams, Maureen Cuss, Joan Ryder, Eileen Cillo, Edmund Rossi, Molly Ging, Alice Bradley, Patrick O'Shea,        
Frank Martini, Clem Nicol, Thomas Rattigan, Eoin Coyle, Alec Enskat, May Lloyd.  

Pope’s Prayer Intention for February For children with incurable diseases. We pray that children suffer ing from 
incurable diseases and their family receive the necessary medical care and support, never losing strength and hope. 

Worship this week 
Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to have a Mass intention (or lamp prayer intention) for a particular date. 


