The Parishes of Northwood and
Carpenders Park & South Oxhey

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
(1st February 2026)

Dear Parishioners

In today’s gospel, Jesus teaches the Beatitudes. These words are familiar, yet they remain profoundly challenging. The
Beatitudes are not only personal ideals; they are a guide for how a parish community can live as the Body of Christ -
together in prayer, service, and fellowship.
The first Beatitude says, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” In a parish, being poor in spirit
means humility and dependence on God. A humble parish recognises that all it has - its ministries, programmes, and
members—is a gift from God. Living this Beatitude involves cantering parish life on prayer, the sacraments, and formation,
rather than popularity or worldly success. Programmes like RCIA, Confirmation groups, and adult faith formation help
parishioners grow in humility and trust in God.
“Blessed are they who mourn, for they will be comforted.” Mourning includes compassion for those who suffer, not just
personal grief. A parish lives this Beatitude by responding to members in times of loss or difficulty, offering prayer, support,
and care. Outreach ministries - helping the poor, visiting the sick, or supporting those in crisis - can also allow the parish to
comfort others. Standing with the suffering makes the parish a place of God’s love and consolation. How can we do this
together?
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the land.” Meekness is not weakness. It is strength guided by humility. A meek
parish fosters respect and gentleness, resolves conflicts patiently, and encourages collaboration among its members. Parish
life guided by meekness creates a welcoming environment where all feel valued and heard.
“Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be satisfied.” Hunger for righteousness calls the
parish to pursue justice and holiness. This includes ethical stewardship and outreach to the vulnerable. It also includes
formation in faith, through Bible studies, retreats, and prayer groups, equipping parishioners to live with integrity and to act
as witnesses of God’s justice in their homes, workplaces, and communities. This is not something for me to organise, but for
us as a community to choose and make it happen.
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.” Mercy is central to parish life. Ministries of pastoral care, support
for families, and visiting the sick or homebound make God’s mercy tangible. Mercy also flows through hospitality—
welcoming newcomers, embracing those who feel distant from the Church, and creating a parish culture where no one feels
judged or excluded.
“Blessed are the clean of heart, for they will see God.” Purity of heart involves integrity and sincerity. A parish lives this
Beatitude by ensuring that its words, actions, and programs reflect its faith. Transparency in leadership, honesty in finances,
and authenticity in ministry create an environment where parishioners can grow spiritually. Opportunities for prayer and
Eucharistic adoration help the community maintain focus on God.
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.” Peace making means promoting reconciliation both
within the parish and beyond. This includes resolving conflicts with charity, fostering dialogue, and collaborating with other
parishes and organisations to serve the wider community. A parish that acts as a peacemaker mirrors Christ’s mission and
becomes a beacon of unity in a divided world.
Finally, Jesus says, “Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness.” While physical persecution may be
rare, living faithfully in today’s world often brings challenge or misunderstanding. A parish demonstrates this Beatitude by
remaining steadfast in teaching the fullness of the Catholic faith, supporting parishioners to live virtuous lives, and
witnessing to Christ even when it is unpopular. Faithfulness to Christ, even amid difficulty, strengthens the parish as a
witness to the Kingdom of God.
Living the Beatitudes as a parish is not about perfection, but about striving together toward Christlikeness. Each Beatitude
offers practical guidance for shaping parish life: prayer and worship, service and outreach, hospitality, and reconciliation.
When a parish embraces these values, it becomes a community where members are welcomed, supported, and inspired to
grow in holiness. In this way, the parish becomes more than a building - it becomes a living witness to the Kingdom of God.
This week, let us reflect together: Which Beatitude calls our parish most urgently? Where is God inviting us to grow in faith,
hope, and charity? By living these teachings as a community, our parish can become a place where Christ’s words are not
only heard but lived—blessed, joyful, and radiant with God’s love.

With all my prayers and best wishes

Fr Tom
St Matthew’s Church You can make a [=] s Joseph’s Church
32 Hallowell Road, donation to either 111 Oxhey Drive,
Northwood parish by using the Watford
HA6 1IDW appropriate QR code. WDI19 7SW

Parish Office Hours - +.  Parish Office Hours
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Frzday 9.00am - 3.30pm T uesday Thursday: 9.30am - 3.30pm




Sunday Mass Times
Thank you to those who responded to the consultation on the change of time to the 11.00am Mass. All those who responded

were in favour of Mass beginning at 11.15am. From next Sunday (8th February) Mass will therefore officially begin at
11.15am.

Blessing of Throafts
The traditional blessing of throats on the feast of St Blaise will take place after the 10.00am Mass on Tuesday.

Cardinal Vincent

Clergy and parishioners from across the Diocese are invited to gather at Westminster Cathedral this Thursday (5th February)
for a Mass of Thanksgiving for Cardinal Vincent Nichols. All are welcome to attend the Mass at 5:30pm as we give thanks to
God for the Cardinal’s sixteen years of service to our diocese. As a result of Fr Tom attending this Mass, Thursday’s Mass
will be at 10.00am this week.

Bring Back your Palms
Ash Wednesday is on Wednesday 18th February . Please can you return your palms from last year by Sunday 15th February
so that we can burn them to make ash for this year. Baskets will at the back of both our churches

Charitable Giving

As we begin a new year, we can think about the charities that we might wish to support this coming year. We already have a
number of collections that we are obliged by the diocese to hold, but we are also able to support other charities. Last year
(particularly during Lent) we supported two of our local hospices. If you would like to suggest a charity that we might
support this year, please fill in the online form at so that it can be decided by the Finance Committees of each parish. You can
also make your recommendation online at https://bit.ly/SMSJ_LentenAlms

Catholic Women's League

We are a small, happy group of friendly ladies, who meet at St Joseph's Church, on the second Monday of the month at 2pm.
We are part of the Westminster branch of the CWL. We have tea, biscuits, a raffle and chat about events we are organising
and participate in initiatives organised by the main CWL body. We would welcome any new members to our
group ,especially those from St Matthew's Church (Welcome to those who joined us this month). The next meeting is on
Monday 9th February. (Entrance is using the side door of the church). For more details contact any of the following:
Ann Farrell 07922 836030, Breda Griffin 07738 363932, Pauline James 07511 668812.

Good Books

The group next meets on Wednesday 11 February at 2 pm in the Fr Bebb Room (St Matthew's) where we will be transported
to Buenos Aires as we talk about Claudia Pineiro's "Elena Knows". If you cannot join us but want to join the chat, please
email mrsjulieshelton@gmail.com to be added to the WhatsApp group.

St Joseph’s Children’s Choir

Our choir sang for the fist time last week at the Saturday evening Mass. If your child would like to come along and sing, then
there is a practice at 5.30pm in the large parish office (where children’s liturgy happens) before the Saturday evening Mass.
Diocesan Pilgrimage fo Lourdes

The dates for this year’s Westminster Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes are 17 — 24 July 2026. Registration details will be
published soon but to express an interest please go to https://pilgrimages.rcdow.org.uk/

Annual Mass in honour of Our Lady of Lourdes and for the World Day of Prayer for the Sick

This will take place on Saturday 7 February at 2pm at Westminster Cathedral. Tickets are needed for this event. There are
three types of tickets available. 1. Those who need anointing who are in a wheelchair. 2. Those who need anointing but able
to walk. 3. Those who are assisting the sick (and do not need anointing). Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to book
your place at this Mass.

This will be preceded by a talk at 11.30am in Westminster Cathedral Hall by Dr Kieran Moriarty on the extraordinary story
of the Lourdes miracle of Jack Traynor, the man from Liverpool whose miraculous healing was declared a miracle in 2024.
Tickets for the talk are £5 per person, available from https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/dr-kieran-moriartys-talk-on-lourdes-
71st-miracle-john-jack-traynor-tickets-1976728613495 Donations to the Lourdes Pilgrimage 2026 are always welcome
and appreciated.

Westminster Diocese Justice & Peace Lecture 2026

The second annual Justice and Peace Lecture which will be given by Charles Wookey, formerly CEO of Blueprint for
Business, and for the last three decades advisor on social and ethical issues to archbishops of Westminster and at the Bishops'
Conference of England and Wales. He will speak on the topic ' Living out Catholic Social Teaching in Today's Britain'. A
response will be given by the young scholar Dr Charles Bury of the University of Manchester.

The lecture will take place at Farm Street Church of the Immaculate Conception, 114 Mount Street, London W1K 3AH, on
Wednesday 25th March 2026 at 7pm. Access to the church is from Farm Street or Mount Street. After the lecture in the
church all are invited to a buffet reception in the Arrupe Hall. All are welcome.

If you would like to attend please reply to justiceandpeace@rcdow.org.uk by 1st March 2026

Planning fo get Married?

If you are planning to get married then please speak to Fr Tom. If you are getting married elsewhere, you still need to get
permission from the bishop. It is best to have the paperwork done within six months of the wedding. Please don’t leave it
until a couple of weeks before the wedding!
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Every patient matters.
Every future counts.

We want to hear your views
on proposals to secure the
long-term future of specialist
cancer services for our region.

Public Consultation

19th January — 29th March 2026
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What's being proposed

The consultation sets out proposals to:

« Build a new cancer centre at Watford General Hospital
with modern facilities and full medical support on site.

« Deliver treatments nearer to where people live, including
chemotherapy, blood tests and follow-up care, with an
increase in the availability of chemotherapy at home.

« Develop a new chemotherapy unit at Hillingdon Hospital
and expand chemotherapy services at Northwick Park,
and radiotherapy services at Hammersmith Hospital.

« Create an additional radiotherapy unit at either Luton
or Stevenage to reduce travel for patients in the north
of the area.

These proposals aim to make care safer, more modern,
and easier to access.

The new Cancer Centre would be managed by
University College London Hospitals (UCLH), a specialist
regional cancer provider with a strong track record in
research and innovation, giving patients access to
cutting-edge treatments, clinical trials, and closer links
with academic research.

That's why the NHS is consulting on moving
specialist cancer services to a new, purpose-built ¢
next to Watford General Hospital, with more care

provided closer to people’s homes. If changes ar:
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Have your say

Your views will help shape the future of cancer services
for our communities.

You can:
*» Complete the online questionnaire at mvecreview.nhs.uk

* Request a paper copy or alternative format by emailing
mvcc.review@nhs.net or calling 01923 378577

* Write to us at Freepost MVCC REVIEW PROGRAMME TEAM
(NHS ENGLAND)

* Visit a roadshow, or join an event online or
in person — see mvccreview.nhs.uk for details.

* Invite the project team to your community or patient group
by emailing mvcc.review@nhs.net or calling
01923 378577.

The consultation runs from 19th January to 29th March 2026.




Pope Leo XIV

Pope Leo is continuing his catechesis series on the Second
Vatican Council and its documents which he is giving at
his weekly Wednesday General Audience. This is the
catechesis that he gave on Wednesday 28th January.
Catechesis. The Documents of Vatican Council II.

I. Dogmatic Constitution Dei Verbum.

3. A single sacred deposit. The relationship between
Scripture and Tradition. ".

Brothers and sisters, good morning and welcome!

Continuing our reading of the Conciliar Constitution Dei
Verbum on Divine Revelation, today we will reflect on the
relationship between Sacred Scripture and Tradition. We i
can take two Gospel scenes as a backdrop. In the first, AT N ‘
which takes place in the Upper Room, Jesus, in his great 5 \ é
discourse-testament addressed to the disciples, affirms: ) '
“These things I have spoken to you, while I am still with you. But the Counsellor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send
in my name, he will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. ... When the Spirit of
truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth” (Jn 14:25-26; 16:13).

The second scene takes us instead to the hills of Galilee. The risen Jesus shows himself to the disciples, who are surprised
and doubtful, and he advises them: “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations ... teaching them to observe all that I
have commanded you” (Mt 28:19-20). In both of these scenes, the intimate connection between the words uttered by Christ
and their dissemination throughout the centuries is evident.

It is what the Second Vatican Council affirms, using an evocative image: “There exists a close connection and
communication between sacred tradition and Sacred Scripture. For both of them, flowing from the same divine wellspring, in
a certain way merge into a unity and tend toward the same end” (Dei Verbum, 9). Ecclesial Tradition branches out
throughout history through the Church, which preserves, interprets and embodies the Word of God. The Catechism of the
Catholic Church (cf. no. 113) refers, in this regard, to a motto of the Church Fathers: “Sacred Scripture is written principally
in the Church’s heart rather than in documents and records”, that is, in the sacred text.

In the light of Christ’s words, quoted above, the Council affirms that “this tradition which comes from the Apostles develops
in the Church with the help of the Holy Spirit” (Dei Verbum, 8). This occurs with full comprehension through
“contemplation and study made by believers”, through “a penetrating understanding of the spiritual realities which they
experience” and, above all, with the preaching of the successors of the apostles who have received “the sure gift of truth”. In
short, “the Church, in her teaching, life and worship, perpetuates and hands on to all generations all that she herself is, all
that she believes” (ibid.).

In this regard, the expression of Saint Gregory the Great is famous: “The Sacred Scriptures grow with the one who reads
them”. And Saint Augustine had already remarked that “there is only one word of God that unfolds through Scripture, and
there is only one Word that sounds on the lips of many saints”. The Word of God, then, is not fossilized, but rather it is a
living and organic reality that develops and grows in Tradition. Thanks to the Holy Spirit, Tradition understands it in the
richness of its truth and embodies it in the shifting coordinates of history.

In this regard, the proposal of the holy Doctor of the Church John Henry Newman in his work entitled The Development of
Christian Doctrine is striking. He affirmed that Christianity, both as a communal experience and as a doctrine, is a dynamic
reality, in the manner indicated by Jesus himself in the parables of the seed (cf. Mk 4:26-29): a living reality that develops
thanks to an inner vital force.

The apostle Paul repeatedly exhorts his disciple and collaborator
Timothy: “O Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to you” (1

VATICAN COUNCIL 11 Tim 6:20; cf. 2 Tim 1:12-14). The Dogmatic Constitution Dei
Verbum echoes this Pauline text when it says: “Sacred tradition and

Sacred Scripture form one sacred deposit of the word of God,

The WO rd Of GOd committed to the Church”, interpreted by the “living teaching office
. of the Church, whose authority is exercised in the name of Jesus

Dei Verbum Christ” (no. 10). “Deposit” is a term that, in its original meaning, is

juridical in nature and imposes on the depositary the duty to preserve
the content, which in this case is the faith, and to transmit it intact.

'1 The “deposit” of the Word of God is still in the hands of the Church
. today, and all of us, in our various ecclesial ministries, must continue
to preserve it in its integrity, as a lodestar for our journey through the
' il complexity of history and existence.

In conclusion, dear friends, let us listen once more to Dei Verbum,
4 which exalts the interweaving of Sacred Scripture and Tradition: it
* affirms that they “are so linked and joined together that they cannot
5 stand independently, and together, each in their own way, under the
i action of the one Holy Spirit, they contribute effectively to the
¥ salvation of souls™ (cf. no. 10).



Homily given by Cardinal Vincent Nichols for the World Day of Celebration for Consecrated
Life, Saturday 31 January 2026, 11am, Westminster Cathedral.

There is a tradition, which I am sure you are all familiar with, that the
Christmas Crib can stay in place until the 2nd of February, the feast of the
Presentation. I have always thought that was a rather good idea, because the
Crib is about Mary presenting to us our Saviour, the Child, and we, by
visiting the Crib, present ourselves to him. The feast day of the
Presentation formalises this as now it is located, not in a stable, but in the
Temple. Mary brings her Child, as she brought him into the world, and
brought him before us, and solemnly presents him to the whole people and
to God.

In the chapel in Archbishop’s House, we have kept the Crib until Monday.
For me, it is still a lovely focus of prayer, and I would like to tell you a
little bit about it. In the Crib we have five sheep, the ox and the ass, a dog,
and a camel, which is smaller than all the sheep. Then, in the corner, we
also have an elephant. I am not quite sure what he is doing there, but he seems quite comfortable. Looking at the Crib
reminds me of a single important truth; when we gather before our Saviour, there is room for everyone. There is room for
everyone! And everyone, whatever their disposition, can come and stand before the Lord, and see him presented to them.
That, of course is the context of our renewal of commitment this morning or, perhaps I should say your renewal of
commitment this morning.

I welcome all of you, fathers, sisters, brothers; everybody in consecrated life, but particularly a word of welcome for our
Jubilarians. We have Sr Georgina of the Missionaries of Charity, who is celebrating her Diamond anniversary today. We
have Sr Patricia Binchy, who is celebrating her Golden Jubilee today, and we have Sr Lynda Dearlove, who is celebrating 40
years. Our Silver Jubilarians are Sr Maria Consolata Kimaru and Sr Imelda, both of the Missionaries of Charity. But also,
today we think of and pray with Sr John Mary Northcote, a Religious of the Assumption. She was born, if you don’t mind, in
1930, and celebrated her Platinum Jubilee in 2022. This year is her 74th year in religious life, so there is a way to go yet!

I think, as we present ourselves at the Crib and the Temple here today, it is so important to remember that we are accepted;
accepted utterly and profoundly. There is that lovely theme in Pope Francis’ last encyclical Dilexit nos, which I personally
think was his best encyclical of all, as it took us to the heart of our relationship with Jesus. There is, quoted in that encyclical,
the lovely phrase that the name of each one of us is written in the heart of Jesus ‘in letters of love’. That is why we can stand
before him, and present ourselves with confidence with a calm and reassuring love.

I would like to return to the Crib for a second point. Some of you may remember Sr Carmel, a great friend of mine who
helped in Archbishop’s House. I would often watch her praying with the Crib, not simply before it, but with it. She would go
and talk with these figures and move them around and say ‘you’ve been near enough for long enough, make room for
somebody else.” And, ‘can you see alright from there? Can you see the Lord? Well, just come over this way a bit.’

She moved people around and, well, we all know what that is like; to be moved around. It is now my turn to be moved
around. As you all know, and as I am learning, it is not easy to be moved around. At the moment, there is all of the chaos of
trying to pack what I have. One of the great challenges of Archbishop’s House is that there are so many rooms, each one of
which seems to contain things I have just put there and left, and now I have to go digging through them and deciding exactly
what to do.

In moving the figures of the Crib, Sr Carmel’s intention was always to refresh their concentration on the Lord, and to make
sure that they could see and be a little closer. It seems to me that as we are moved around, and as we get older, that is the
point. When we move we are given the opportunity to move closer to the Lord. That is what [ would hope and pray for, in the
next phase of my life, as a servant of this diocese and a servant of the Lord.

Do you remember the first reading? The first reading was a little scary; the one who was coming, the Purifier, would purify
with fire and with soap. However, the point of that purification was that we would be more pleasing to the Lord. The Purifier
comes in the figure of the Child, to whom there is no obstacle. There is no reason, therefore, why we can’t get closer and
embrace him more fully, day by day. So, as you renew your commitment, and as I prepare to move on — not far, but to move
on in a big way — let us pray for each other that this coming year will draw us closer to the Lord, and that we will know the
joy of his love and the contentment of being in his presence.

I wish to thank every one of you for the service you give to the Church, for your lifelong dedication, and for your fresh desire
to serve, and to be close to him who alone is our joy and our gladness. Amen.

Thank you to all those who have supported
the Crib Appeal.

If you would still like to support the work of
the Children's Society then please place your
donation in the box this weekend.

Children’s
Society

>




Novena of Prayer for the installation of the new Archbishop of Westminster

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen
Our Father... Hail Mary... Glory be...

Pray for the day’s intention

Day 1 Thursday 5" February

For our Holy Father the Pope: May the Lord preserve him, give him life, make him ”
blessed upon the earth and keep him safe from the hands of his enemies.

Day 2 — Friday 6™ February

For Priests and deacons: that you given them this day the gift you gave your disci-
ples on the way to Emmaus: your presence in their hearts, your holiness in their souls,
your joy in their spirits.

Day 3 — Saturday 7" February

For religious: that in prayerful observance of a life of poverty, chastity and obedi-
ence, they might be witnesses to us that as St Paul says “our true citizenship is in heaven.” Give them, Lord, the grace of joy
and perseverance in their vocation.

Day 4 — Sunday 8" February

For Vocations: That the Lord will call from among us more men and women who will serve you as priests, deacons
and religious. By their way of life, may they provide a convincing sign of your Kingdom for the Church and the whole world.

Day 5 — Monday 9" February

For married couples: that they might give witness to the beauty of their sacrament through their love for each other
and so be an instrument for the conversion of others.

Day 6 — Tuesday 10" February

For our young people: Be with them, as they experience sorrow and joy, loneliness and friendship, success and failure.
Give to them the courage and strength to make the right decisions as they journey through life. Through the power of the Ho-
ly Spirit, may they come to know and experience your loving care.

Day 7 — Wednesday 11" February

For the sick: Almighty and eternal God, you are the everlasting health of those who believe in you. We implore the aid
of your tender mercy for all who are sick, that being restored to bodily health, they may give thanks to you in your church.

Day 8 — Thursday 12" February

For the leaders of our nation: Assist with your spirit of counsel and fortitude those who govern our country. May they
always seek the ways of righteousness, justice and mercy. Grant that they may be enabled by your powerful protection to
lead our country with honesty and integrity.

Day 9 — Friday 13" February

For the Diocese of Westminster: Pour out on us the gifts of your Holy Spirit so that we may know the paths we must
follow to build up your kingdom. May we grow in faith and encourage one another with words of hope. Bless Cardinal Vin-
cent with health and strength to enjoy a long retirement.

Conclude with the Novena Prayer.

Father you built your Church on the foundations of the Apostles and willed that their ministry be continued through
the bishops.

We ask you to send your Spirit on Bishop Richard whom you have chosen to be our new Archbishop. Give him every
gift for the proclamation of the Gospel that he may make known your liberating truth in today’s world.

Make him holy and may he model himself on the High Priesthood of Jesus Christ, especially in the celebration of the
Eucharist.

Give him the spirit of wisdom as he shares in the service of leadership which you have entrusted in your Church to
the bishops.

Bless our Diocese, that all may passionately desire to witness to their faith so that the Gospel may be heard and so that
we might all come together to eternal life with your Son.

We make our prayer through the same Christ our Lord. Amen.

Mary, Mother of the Church, pray for us.
Saint Joseph pray for us.
St Peter pray for us.
St Edward the Confessor, pray for us.
St John Southworth, pray for us.



Readings at Sunday Mass

First reading Zephaniah 2:3; 3:12-13
Seek the Lord, all you humble of the land, who do his just
commands; seek righteousness; seek humility; perhaps you
may be hidden on the day of the anger of the Lord.

I will leave in your midst a people humble and lowly. They
shall seek refuge in the name of the Lord, those who are left
in Israel; they shall do no injustice and speak no lies, nor
shall there be found in their mouth a deceitful tongue. For
they shall graze and lie down, and none shall make them
afraid.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm/46(145):6¢c-7. 8-9a. 9b-10. R Matt 5:3

Blessed are the poor in spirit; for theirs is the kingdom
of heaven.

It is the Lord who preserves fidelity for ever,
who does justice to those who are oppressed.
It is he who gives bread to the hungry,

the Lord who sets prisoners free.

Blessed are the poor in spirit; for theirs is the kingdom
of heaven.

The Lord who opens the eyes of the blind,

the Lord who raises up those who are bowed down.

It is the Lord who loves the just,

the Lord who protects the stranger.

Blessed are the poor in spirit; for theirs is the kingdom
of heaven.

The Lord upholds the orphan and the widow,

but thwarts the path of the wicked.

The Lord will reign for ever,

your God, O Sion, from age to age.

Blessed are the poor in spirit; for theirs is the kingdom
of heaven.

Second reading 1 Corinthians 1:26-31

Consider your calling, brothers and sisters: not many of you
were wise according to worldly standards, not many were
powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what
is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is
weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is
low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to
bring to nothing things that are, so that no human being
might boast in the presence of God. And because of him you
are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God,
righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption; so that, as
it is written, ‘Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.’

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Rejoice and be glad,

for your reward is great in heaven.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Gospel Matthew 5:1-12a

The Lord be with you.

And with your spirit.

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

At that time: Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up on the
mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to him.
And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: ‘Blessed
are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they shall be satisfied. Blessed are the merciful, for they
shall receive mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they
shall see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be
called sons of God. Blessed are those who are persecuted for
righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you
and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven.’

The Gospel of The Lord
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Thanksgiving

CARDINAL VINCENT
NICHOLS

WESTMIN: HEDRAL

THURSDAY 5 FEBRUARY

5:30PM

Lamp Prayer Intentions

(St Matthew'’s)
Blessed Sacrament

Our Lady
Victoria & Camela Family Intentions

(St Joseph’s )
Blessed Sacrament

Our Lady
Charles Rosario & Jacinta Pierre RIP




Please join us in praying for those who are sick and those who have died:
Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which
are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.
For those who are sick: Jean Isaac, Anne Paget, Mary Vaughan, Helen Jones, Sinead Ceasar, Gilda Kumarathasan,
Siobhan Frost, Leslie Caesar, Mary Elizabeth Thomas, Georgette Gornall, Ann Archer, Kathleen Lynch, Kathleen Andrews,
Harry Nandlal, Dawn Tannian, Phil Carey, Alice Sheppard, Dave Jessop, Brendan Davern, Shay Murray, Joe Dolan, Ruby
King, John Wildsmith, Cecil Swampillai, Belinda Plummer, Marilyn Theodore, Veronica Savill, Levan Soloman, Patricia
Procter, Philip Wilson, Mary Hyde, King Charles, Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Eileen Wildsmith, Peter Fitzpatrick,
Mark O’Connor, Marie Marron, Carol-Ann Frost, Ada Barker, Ron Picardo, Kerry Blackburn, James Wilson, Audrey Potts,
Rafael Pino, Julius Fayiti, Anna Kelly, Justin, Margaret Downing, as well as others for whom we have been praying
together recently.
For those who have died recently: John Sheppard, Yvonne Collier, Fr Teave Carroll and all who have died as a result of
violence, war and conflict or natural disaster.
For those whose anniversary occurs around this time: Betty Lynch, Grace Greaney, David Saines, Saverio Sanzone,
Rosina Grimwade, Irene Harris, John O’Sullivan, Choo Holliday, Peter Jones, Ethne Cahillane, James Linehan, Tiziano
Torrisi..
Pope’s Prayer Intention for February For children with incurable diseases. We pray that children suffering from
incurable diseases and their family receive the necessary medical care and support, never losing strength and hope.

Worship this week

Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to have a Mass intention (or lamp prayer intention) for a particular date.

(Saturday)

Sunday 1st
Fourth Sunday
in Ordinary Time

5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s)
6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - People of the Parishes (St Joseph’s)

9.00am: Mass - Sabrina Lee (Birthday) (St Matthew’s)
11.00am: Mass - James McCaffery & James Martin RIP (Anniv) (St Joseph’s)
6.00pm: Mass - Mairead & Kevin Wedgeworth RIP (St Matthew'’s)

Monday 2nd 9.00am Exposition of the Bl. Sacrament 09:40 Moming Prayer

10.00am: Mass - Mary Quirk RIP (1st Anniv) Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s)
Tuesday 3rd 9.00am Exposition of the Bl. Sacrament 09:40 Moming Prayer

10.00am: Mass - Bridie Boyne RIP L/D Followed By Rosary (St Joseph's)
Wednesday 4th NO PUBLIC MASS
Feria
Thursday 5th 9.00am Exposition of the Bl. Sacrament 09:40 Moming Prayer
S Agatha 10.00am: Mass - Maurice Rodrigo RIP Intns Followed By Rosary (StJoseph’s)
Friday 6th 9.00am Exposition of the Bl. Sacrament 09:40 Moming Prayer
S Paul Miki 10.00am: Mass - Saverio Sanzone RIP (Anniv) Followed By Rosary (St Matthew'’s)
& Companions
Saturday 7th 09:45 Morning Prayer Followed By Rosary

BVM on Saturday

Sunday 8th
Fifth Sunday
in Ordinary Time

10.30am: Mass - Ted O ’Sullivan RIP (St Matthew’s)
11.00am - 11.50am:Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions ending with Benediction

5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph'’s)
6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Bill & Eileen Hiscott RIP (Anniv)(St Joseph’s)

9.00am: Mass - People Of The Parishes (St Matthew'’s)
11.15am: Mass — James & Peggy Loftus RIP (Anniv) (St Joseph’s)
6.00pm: Mass— Ann Townley RIP (Anniv) (St Matthew'’s)

Parish Directory

Parish Priest. Fr Tom Montgomery Email: tommontgomery@rcdow.org.uk
Tel: 01923 840736 Emergency: 07576 455450

Deacon: Rev Hervé Boisson Email: herveboisson@rcdow.org.uk

Parish Office St Matthew’s St Joseph’s

Cheryl Myring Linda Grimes

Siobhan o§§

Tel: 01923 840736 Tel: 020 8428 0088

Email: northwood@rcdow.org.uk Email: carpenderspark@rcdow.org.uk
Cafechefical Team Elvadia Tolputt Donna Osborne

northwoodcat@rcdow.org.uk carpenderscatechist@rcdow.org.uk
Parish Safeguarding Colette Quirk & Elizabeth Scudder Awaiting Appointment
Representatives Email:

northwoodsg@safeﬁguardrcdow.org.uk
northwoodsg afeguardrcdow.org.uk

Or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk




