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 (8th February 2026) 

St Matthew’s Church 
32 Hallowell Road,  
Northwood 
HA6 1DW 
Parish Office  Hours 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 9.00am - 3.30pm 

 

Dear Parishioners 
On Thursday evening, along with many priests and people of our diocese joined Cardinal Vincent in celebrating a Mass of 
Thanksgiving. His homily had two phrases that struck me and I have found myself pondering on over these last couple of 
days. One was from his past and one was from his present. He spoke of being in a moment in which he is standing at a 
threshold, just like the disciples in the Gospel passage from St Mark being sent out on their mission. The other phrase was 
one that a teacher said to him as a young priest, he began his role as a chaplain to a Sixth Form College, who said ‘You are 
most welcome, Father. But you don’t need to be worried about your role here. The faith is in good hands, the hands of the 
laity. It will endure.’ 

I have been thinking how we as two parishes are standing on the threshold of what is to come. Our future as a parish can 
only be determined by how we live our faith, and I know that there are many in our parish who live the faith better than I do. 
Our parishes have an exciting future ahead of us, and we need to work together, and I am encouraged by the signs of how 
both parishes are working together in Catechetics and in seeing people attending the Mass as a time that suits them in, 
whatever church that may be. So thank you for your generosity of Spirit in this matter. 

One of the things that a parish has to have by Canon Law is a Parish Finance Committee. As a priest with two parishes I 
have to have two Finance Committees. This last week I met with the St Matthew’s Finance Committee and was struck by the 
amount of time we had to spend talking about things that had financial implications on the parish. Amongst some of the 
subjects that seemed to be discussed at length were “potholes” and “fundraising”. Whilst these are important subjects it was 
not the best use of time for the Finance Committee (which is made up of a few individuals). There is a great pool of expertise 
within our two parishes, which I hope can be tapped into.  

When I first came to St Matthew’s I introduced a committee structure which began well but then has gone into abayance. 
Some due to personal reasons, and some because the purpose of the committee had come to an end (the Centenary 
Committee). I would therefore like to start a couple of committees that cover both parishes, so that we can continue working 
together.   

The first committee is a reintroduction of a buildings and maintenance committee. We have a number of experts in our 
parishes who are builders, electricians, gardeners, architects and so much more. At seminary, I wasn’t given a full course on 
building management (although it does feel that I spend a lot of my time doing this). So I would like to appeal for those with 
knowledge who can help plan for the future in our two church plants. I want to make clear that if you are on the committee, 
there is not the expectation that you would have to physically do the work (unless you wanted to put in a bid for any work 
that needs doing). The role of this committee is to make strategic plans and recommendations to the Parish Finance 
Committees. 

The second cross parish committee that I would like to start is a Fundraising and Social Committee. The aim of this 
committee seems quite clear, it is to help raise funds for our parishes. It is though, not just about getting money, the 
important aspect is having social occasions where we can build up the community within our parishes. This is a more hands 
on committee where those who are on it will hopefully come up with ideas and then help put them into practice (with the 
help of others who might not be on the committee). This committee is vital for the ongoing life of our parishes and the way 
that we may carry out the Mission of the Church in Northwood and Carpenders Park and South Oxhey.  

Our committees are not about meetings for meetings sake, it is an invitation to respond to the gifts that we have recieved . In 
our Gospel, Jesus reminds us that faith is never meant to be hidden. “You are the salt of the earth” is both a gift and a 
responsibility. Salt preserves, brings out flavour, and quietly transforms what it touches. In the same way, Christian 
discipleship is often lived in small, steady acts—choosing patience, offering forgiveness, speaking truth with kindness, 
serving without needing recognition. 

Jesus also calls us “the light of the world.” Light doesn’t argue or compete; it simply shines. When we live with humility and 
love, our lives become a signpost pointing beyond ourselves to God. This is not about showing off holiness, but about 
making God’s goodness visible in ordinary places: our homes, workplaces, classrooms, and community. 

May we resist the temptation to blend in, and instead live boldly, so that others may “give glory to your Father who is in 
heaven.” 

With all my prayers and best wishes 

Fr Tom 

St Joseph’s Church  
111 Oxhey Drive,  

Watford  
WD19 7SW 

Parish Office Hours 
Tuesday, Thursday: 9.30am - 3.30pm 

You can make a 

donation to either  

parish by using the 

appropriate QR code. 



Installation of our New Archbishop. 
Archbishop will be installed as Archbishop next weekend. On Friday evening there will be Solemn Vespers with the new 
Archbishop. We have four parishioners representing our parishes at that occasion. St Matthew’s will be represented by 
Elizabeth Scudder and Ann Thapermall. St Joseph’s will be represented by Eileen Petch and Isabella Flynn. They will 
have seats in an area of the cathedral reserved for those with tickets. The Cathedral has informed us that they will open up the 
rest of the cathedral for those without tickets. If you would like to attend Vespers on Friday, then you will be able to go and 
get a seat. 
The Mass of Installation on Saturday 14th and is definitely a ticket only event. St Matthew’s will be represented by Elvadia 
Tolputt. St Joseph’s will be represented by Greg Birch.   
Both the Vespers and the Mass will be live-streamed via the Cathedral website www.westminstercathedral.org.uk. The video 
of the Mass of Installation will remain on the site to view on-demand. 
As a result of Fr Tom attending the Mass of Installation on Saturday there will be no Mass, Exposition or Confessions 
at St Matthews on Saturday Morning. There will also be no Exposition or Confessions at St Joseph’s on the Saturday 
Evening. 

Masses of Welcome. 
Archbishop Richard will be celebrating Masses around the diocese in his first few weeks. All parishioners are invited to join 
him. Our parishes sit within two deaneries and two Episcopal Areas. St Matthew’s is in the Hillingdon Deanery which is part 
of the Western Area. St Joseph’s is in the Watford Deanery which is in the Hertfordshire Area. Although each Mass is 
designated for an Area or Deanery, if you can’t make the Mass which covers our parishes, you are invited to go to any of the 
other Masses.  
Archbishop Richard will meet with Head teachers and the clergy before Mass at 6.30pm on the following dates. 
Wednesday 25 February – Our Lady and St Joseph’s, Kingsland (for Central and Eastern Area deaneries)  
Thursday 26 February – Ealing Abbey (for Western Area deaneries)  
Tuesday 3 March – Our Lady & St Michael’s, Garston (for St Albans and Watford deaneries)  
Wednesday 4 March – St Paul’s, Wood Green (for Haringey, Enfield and Barnet deaneries)  
Tuesday 10 March –  St Joseph’s Wembley, (for Brent and Harrow deaneries)  
Wednesday 11 March – Our Lady Queen of the Apostles,Welwyn Garden City East (for Stevenage and Lea Valley 
deaneries)  

Bring Back your Palms 
Ash Wednesday is on Wednesday 18th February . Please can you return your palms from last year by next Sunday (15th 
February) so that we can burn them to make ash for this year. Baskets will at the back of both our churches 
Masses on Ash Wednesday will be at 9.15am (St Joseph’s) 10.30am (St Matthew’s) and 7.00pm (St Matthew’s) 

Catholic Women's League 
We are a small, happy group of friendly ladies, who meet at St Joseph's Church, on the second Monday of the month at 2pm. 
We are part of the Westminster branch of the CWL. We have tea, biscuits, a raffle and chat about events we are organising 
and participate in  initiatives organised by the  main CWL body. We would welcome any new members to our 
group ,especially those from St Matthew's Church (Welcome to those who joined us this month).  The next meeting is on 
Monday 9th February. (Entrance is using the side door  of the church).  For  more details contact any of the following: 
Ann Farrell  07922 836030, Breda Griffin 07738 363932, Pauline James  07511 668812.   

Good Books 
The group next meets on Wednesday 11 February at 2 pm in the Fr Bebb Room (St Matthew's) where we will be transported 
to Buenos Aires as we talk about Claudia Pineiro's "Elena Knows". If you cannot join us but want to join the chat, please 
email mrsjulieshelton@gmail.com to be added to the WhatsApp group. 

St Joseph’s Children’s Choir 
Our choir now sings at the Saturday evening Mass. If your child would like to come along and sing, then there is a practice at 
5.30pm in the large parish office (where children’s liturgy happens) before the Saturday evening Mass. 

Westminster Diocese Justice & Peace Lecture 2026  
The second annual Justice and Peace Lecture which will be given by Charles Wookey, formerly CEO of Blueprint for 
Business, and for the last three decades advisor on social and ethical issues to archbishops of Westminster and at the Bishops' 
Conference of England and Wales. He will speak on the topic ' Living out Catholic Social Teaching in Today's Britain'. A 
response will be given by the young scholar Dr Charles Bury of the University of Manchester.  
The lecture will take place at Farm Street Church of the Immaculate Conception, 114 Mount Street, London W1K 3AH, on 
Wednesday 25th March 2026 at 7pm. Access to the church is from Farm Street or Mount Street. After the lecture in the 
church all are invited to a buffet reception in the Arrupe Hall. All are welcome.  
If you would like to attend please reply to justiceandpeace@rcdow.org.uk by 1st March 2026  

Planning to get Married? 
If you are planning to get married then please speak to Fr Tom. If you are getting married elsewhere, you still need to get 
permission from the bishop. It is best to have the paperwork done within six months of the wedding. Please don’t leave it 
until a couple of weeks before the wedding! 

Baptism Preparation Evening  
If you wish to have your child baptised, then please come along to the next Baptism Preparation Evening which will be held 
on Thursday 26th February at 7.45pm in the Fr Bebb Room, Northwood. 



Lourdes Promotion Weekend of 8th February 2026 
Come in Procession 

On 11th February we celebrate the 34th World Day of the Sick, for which 
Pope Leo XIV has chosen the theme: “The compassion of the Samaritan: 
loving by bearing the pain of the other”. The World Day of the Sick, 
established by St. John Paul II in 1992, is a special moment of prayer and 
reflection for the entire Church to recognise the face of Christ in our sick 
and vulnerable brothers and sisters. Focusing on the Gospel figure of the 
Samaritan who cares for the man who fell into the hands of thieves, we are 
reminded of our call to love our neighbour. Like the Good Samaritan that 
bent down to help the injured man along the road, the Christian community 
is also called to stop and help those who suffer and be evangelical witnesses 
of closeness and service to the sick and most vulnerable. 

One of the ways in which we do this in our diocese, is through supporting 
the sick and the vulnerable on our diocesan pilgrimage to Lourdes each 
summer. In doing this we are answering the call of Our Lady to St 
Bernadette to encourage people to go to Lourdes in procession. We are also 
following the example of pilgrims who for nearly 170 years have travelled 
to this great shrine where so many have received healing and discovered 
God’s love. 

In 2023, the 71st healing to be proclaimed a miracle was that of the pilgrim 
from Liverpool, Jack Traynor, whose catastrophic injuries from World War 
One were miraculously healed during a visit to the grotto. Many other 
healings, although less dramatic, have had an enormous impact on the lives 
of so many, and this is a good news story we should want to share. 

Travelling with the diocesan pilgrimage is also an opportunity for all of us 
to discover more about the Westminster Diocese, and the opportunities we 
have to love our neighbour not only on pilgrimage but also when we return 
home. The pilgrimage this year takes place on 17th-24th July 2026. If you are interested in joining our  pilgr image as a 
volunteer, a member of our medical team, a praying pilgrim or an assisted pilgrim, or if you feel you are able to support 
others to go to Lourdes in 2026, please do, go to https://rcdow.org.uk/pilgrimages/lourdes/ or contact the pilgrimage office 
on 0207 798 9173 for further details. 

Photos from the Cardinal’s Mass of Thanksgiving. Photos from the Cardinal’s Mass of Thanksgiving. 



Pope Leo XIV   
Pope Leo is continuing his catechesis series on the Second Vatican Council and its 
documents which he is giving at his weekly Wednesday General Audience. This is the 
catechesis that he gave on Wednesday 4th February. 

Catechesis. The Documents of Vatican Council II.  
I. Dogmatic Constitution Dei Verbum.  
4. The Sac red Scripture: The Word of God in human words 

Brothers and sisters, good morning and welcome! 

The Conciliar Constitution Dei Verbum, on which we are reflecting during these 
weeks, indicates in the Sacred Scripture, read in the living Tradition of the Church, a 
privileged space for encounter where God continues to speak to the men and women of 
every time, so that, by listening, they can know him and love him. The biblical texts, 
however, were not written in a heavenly or superhuman language. Indeed, as daily life 
teaches us, two people who speak different languages cannot understand each other, 
cannot enter into dialogue, and are unable to establish a relationship. In some cases, 
making oneself understood to others is a first act of love. This is why God chooses to speak using human languages and thus, 
various authors, inspired by the Holy Spirit, have written the texts of Sacred Scripture. As the Conciliar document reminds 
us, “the words of God, expressed in human language, have been made like human discourse, just as the word of the eternal 
Father, when He took to Himself the flesh of human weakness, was in every way made like men” (DV, 13). Therefore, not 
only in its content, but also in its language, the Scripture reveals God’s merciful condescension towards men, and his desire 
to be close to them. 

Throughout the course of Church history, the relationship between the divine Author and the human authors of the sacred 
texts has been studied. For several centuries, many theologians were concerned to defend the divine inspiration of the Sacred 
Scripture, almost considering the human authors merely as passive tools of the Holy Spirit. In more recent times, reflection 
has re-evaluated the contribution of hagiographers in the writing of sacred texts, to the point that the Conciliar document 
speaks of God as the principal “author” of Sacred Scripture, but also calls hagiographers “true authors” of the sacred books 
(cf.  DV, 11). As a keen exegete of the last century observed, “to reduce human activity to that of a mere amanuensis is not 
to glorify divine activity”. God never mortifies human beings and their potential! 

If, therefore, the Scripture is the word of God in human words, any approach to it that neglects or denies one of these two 
dimensions proves to be partial. It follows that a correct interpretation of the sacred texts cannot dispense with the historic 
environment in which they developed and the literary forms that were used; on the contrary, to renounce the study of the 
human words that God used risks leading to fundamentalist or spiritualist readings of the Scripture, which betray its 
meaning. This principle also applies to the proclamation of the Word of God: if it loses touch with reality, with human hopes 
and sufferings, if an incomprehensible language is used, uncommunicative or anachronistic, it is ineffective. In every age, 
the Church is called to re-propose the Word of God in a language capable of being embodied in history and reaching hearts. 
As  Pope Francis reminds us, “Whenever we make the effort to return to the source and to recover the original freshness of 
the Gospel, new avenues arise, new paths of creativity open up, with different forms of expression, more eloquent signs and 
words with new meaning for today’s world”. 

Equally reductive, on the other hand, is a reading of Scripture that neglects its divine origin and ends up understanding it as a 
mere human teaching, as something to be studied simply from a technical point of view or as a text "only of the past”. 
Rather, especially when proclaimed in the context of the liturgy, Scripture is intended to speak to today's believers, to touch 
their present lives with their problems, to enlighten the steps to be taken and the decisions to be made. This becomes possible 
only when believers read and interpret the sacred texts under the guidance of the same Spirit who inspired them (cf.  DV, 
12). 

In this regard, the Scripture serves to nurture the life and charity of believers, as Saint Augustine recalls: “Whoever … thinks 
that he understands the Holy Scriptures … but puts such an interpretation upon them as does not tend to build up this twofold 
love of God and our neighbour, does not yet understand them as he ought”. The divine origin of the Scripture also recalls 
that the Gospel, entrusted to the witness of the baptized, despite embracing all the dimensions of life and reality, transcends 
them: it cannot be reduced to a mere philanthropic or social message, but is the joyful proclamation of the full and eternal 
life that God has given to us in Jesus. 

Dear brothers and sisters, let us thank the Lord because, in his goodness, he ensures our lives do not lack the essential 
nourishment of his Word, and let us pray that our words, and even more so our lives, do not obscure the love of God that is 
narrated in them. 

Pope calls for prayers for Ukraine, renewed commitment to nuclear disarmament 
Pope Leo also made the following Appeal at Wednesday’s Audience. I urge everyone to support with prayer our brothers 
and sisters in Ukraine, who are being severely tested by the consequences of the bombings which have resumed, also striking 
energy infrastructure. I would like to express my gratitude for the solidarity initiatives promoted by Catholic dioceses in 
Poland and other countries, which are working to help the people endure this time of extreme cold. 

Tomorrow marks the expiry of the New START Treaty signed in 2010 by the Presidents of the United States and the 
Russian Federation, which represented a significant step in containing the proliferation of nuclear weapons. In renewing my 
encouragement for every constructive effort in favour of disarmament and mutual trust, I urgently call for this instrument not 
to be abandoned without seeking to ensure its concrete and effective follow-up. The current situation requires that everything 
possible be done to avert a new arms race that would further threaten peace among nations. It is more urgent than ever to 
substitute the logic of fear and distrust with a shared ethos capable of guiding choices towards the common good and to 
make peace a treasure to be cherished by all. 



Cardinal's Homily for the Mass of Thanksgiving for his Ministry in the Diocese.  
The homily given by Cardinal Vincent Nichols for the Mass of Thanksgiving for his 
Ministry as Archbishop of Westminster, at Westminster Cathedral on 5 February 2026  
Westminster Cathedral.  

The opening hymn of our celebration together this evening was very clear: we are to praise 
the Lord always, for God is our good and merciful Creator, and the giver of all good gifts. 
This is the purpose of our Mass of Thanksgiving this evening, and I thank you warmly for 
coming to give thanks for our life together in this Diocese for the last sixteen years. Yes, 
for me this is the moment in which I end these years of service to you all as the bishop 
entrusted with your care. Archbishop Richard will take on this work of service in a little 
while, and I know you will welcome him warmly. 

For my part, I have so much for which to give thanks. These years of service have been for 
me an immense privilege, and I thank you all for the love and support you have given. I 
thank especially my fellow priests, who have so often responded to the demands made of 
them with generosity and good humour. Forgive me if I name just a few who have shared 
most closely in this service: the bishops who have assisted in this — George Stack, Alan 
Hopes, Bernard Longley, John Arnold, John Sherrington, John Wilson, Paul McAleenan 
and Jim Curry. I thank the Vicars General who have been alongside me: Seamus O’Boyle 
and Martin Hayes, and those who have been my Private Secretaries, supporting me through 
thick and thin: Martin Hayes, John O’Leary and, most of all, Alexander Master for the last 
ten of these years, in which he has given his all to me and to this diocesan family. There are bonds between us, together with 
the other members of the Archbishop’s Council and the Diocesan Trustees, which will endure. But, again, I thank you all for 
your support and for the great witness of your loving faith in the Lord. 

I have so many rich memories which I carry and treasure in my heart. 
As a young priest, on my first appointment as chaplain to a Sixth Form College in Lancashire, I remember entering the 
campus for the first time and meeting a Mr Tony Hylton, a historian. He said, ‘You are most welcome, Father. But you don’t 
need to be worried about your role here. The faith is in good hands, the hands of the laity. It will endure.’ 
As a bishop, I have learned how true this is. In parish after parish, in visits and Confirmations and special events, in Diocesan 
pilgrimages, I have consistently seen the enduring quality of the faith of God’s people in this Diocese: it is such a great gift. I 
have always found there such encouragement and refreshment, especially in difficult days. 
And then I’ve been privileged to play my part in the two visits of a Pope to this country, indeed to this Cathedral: Pope St 
John Paul II in 1982 and Pope Benedict in 2010. I have seen the love that is in the hearts of so many for the Pastor Pastorum, 
the Shepherd of the Shepherds, the Bishop of Rome. What wonderful moments they have been, when expressions of our faith 
have filled the airways and streets, softening the cynical and summoning many to prayer and reflection. It has been my 
immense joy to play a part in this recent Conclave, the election of Pope Leo, as well as in the Coronation of King Charles 
and in his State Visit to the Holy See. 
My cup runneth over! So much for which to be thankful! 

Underlying all these moments, one thing is so clear: in the heart of every person there is a longing for the gift of faith, the gift 
by which we can shape our lives, by which we can find our way in life in the knowledge and love of our Maker. This faith 
enables us to serve each other with generosity and bear our burdens, knowing that a final fulfilment in God’s presence awaits 
us when he calls. This, then, is our calling: to be like the shining star that brought the Magi to meet and recognise their infant 
King. May the faith of each one of us be a quiet summons to others, mainly through our way of life, accompanied, when the 
time is right, with words of invitation, encouragement and explanation. Thus we are always to be a Church in missionary 
mode and to be so joyfully. I look forward to my part in this journey in the years to come, under the guidance of our new 
Archbishop, Richard. 

Standing at this personal crossroads, I recall the times of great trial, and the failures, that have been part of my journey. I do 
so with thankfulness for the mercy of God and readily asking for forgiveness. I recall times when weariness has led me to 
neglect a person or an issue. I recall the faces of those rightly disappointed in my response to them. I recall the pain of the 
pandemic and the unforgettable image of good people kneeling at the doors of this Cathedral, which remained shut when we 
needed most of all to be in the Eucharistic presence of the Lord. I will never forget our slow learning of the depth of the 
trauma of childhood abuse, especially when suffered in our Church, and the painful growth in awareness and responsiveness. 
I thank all who have led in this journey and who today reach out to such suffering and to that of human trafficking and 
slavery. 

Just recently I was given this lovely quotation from the writings of St Ignatius: ‘Do what you can calmly and gently. Do not 
be disturbed by the rest, but leave to God’s providence what you cannot manage yourself. God is well pleased with the 
earnestness and moderate anxiety with which you attend to your obligations. He is not pleased with that anxiety which 
afflicts the soul, because He wishes our limitations and weaknesses to seek the support of His strength, with trust that in His 
goodness He will supply what is lacking in our weakness and shortcomings… Keep your soul in peace.’ This I can pray, as 
can we all, and lean more readily upon God’s mercy and forgiveness. 

For me, then, this is a moment of exit, but not the final exit of David of which we read in the first reading. It is also a moment 
in which I stand at a threshold, just like the disciples in the Gospel passage from St Mark being sent out on their mission. 
Here there is a new summons for me, a summons to use time more carefully in coming closer to the Lord, to spend more time 
in his presence now that the demands of this office are lifted. So please pray for me that I may have the radical trust in the 
Lord that was asked of the disciples as they set out on their new mission. And be sure of my continuing prayers and service 
for you all, for this beloved Church of Westminster and, of course, for our new Archbishop, as he, in turn, accepts the call of 
the Lord. In the words of the hymn after Holy Communion, let us always praise our great and glorious God and call upon his 
name, today and in the days to come. Amen. 



Novena of Prayer for the installation of the new Archbishop of Westminster 

We continue with our Novena  

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

Our Father…  Hail Mary...  Glory be...  

Pray for the day’s intention  

Day 3 – Saturday 7th February 

For religious: that in prayerful observance of a life of pover ty, chastity and 
obedience, they might be witnesses to us that as St Paul says “our true citizenship is in 
heaven.” Give them, Lord, the grace of joy and perseverance in their vocation. 

Day 4 – Sunday 8th February 

For Vocations: That the Lord will call from among us more men and women who 
will serve you as priests, deacons and religious. By their way of life, may they provide a 
convincing sign of your Kingdom for the Church and the whole world. 

Day 5 – Monday 9th February 

For married couples: that they might give witness to the beauty of their  sacrament through their  love for  each other  
and so be an instrument for the conversion of others. 

Day 6 – Tuesday 10th February 

For our young people: Be with them, as they exper ience sor row and joy, loneliness and fr iendship, success and failure. 
Give to them the courage and strength to make the right decisions as they journey through life. Through the power of the 
Holy Spirit, may they come to know and experience your loving care. 

Day 7 – Wednesday 11th February 

For the sick: Almighty and eternal God, you are the ever lasting health of those who believe in you. We implore the aid 
of your tender mercy for all who are sick, that being restored to bodily health, they may give thanks to you in your church. 

Day 8 – Thursday 12th February 

For the leaders of our nation: Assist with your  spir it of counsel and for titude those who govern our  country. May they 
always seek the ways of righteousness, justice and mercy.  Grant that they may be enabled by your powerful protection to 
lead our country with honesty and integrity. 

Day 9 – Friday 13th February 

For the Diocese of Westminster: Pour  out on us the gifts of your  Holy Spir it so that we may know the paths we must 
follow to build up your kingdom. May we grow in faith and encourage one another with words of hope. Bless Cardinal 
Vincent with health and strength to enjoy a long retirement. 

Conclude with the Novena Prayer.   

Father you built your Church on the foundations of the Apostles and willed that their ministry be continued through 
the bishops. 

We ask you to send your Spirit on Bishop Richard whom you have chosen to be our new Archbishop.  Give him every 
gift for the proclamation of the Gospel that he may make known your liberating truth in today’s world. 

Make him holy and may he model himself on the High Priesthood of Jesus Christ, especially in the celebration of the 
Eucharist. 

Give him the spirit of wisdom as he shares in the service of leadership which you have entrusted in your Church to 
the bishops. 

Bless our Diocese, that all may passionately desire to witness to their faith so that the Gospel may be heard and so that 
we might all come together to eternal life with your Son. 

We make our prayer through the same Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Mary, Mother of the Church, pray for us. 
Saint Joseph pray for us. 

St Peter pray for us. 
St Edward the Confessor, pray for us. 

St John Southworth, pray for us. 



Readings at  Sunday Mass 

First reading                      Isaiah 58:6-10 
Thus says the Lord: 
Is not this the fast that I choose: 
to loose the bonds of wickedness, 
to undo the straps of the yoke, 
to let the oppressed go free, 
and to break every yoke? 
Is it not to share your bread with the hungry 
and bring the homeless poor into your house; 
when you see the naked, to cover him, 
and not to hide yourself from your own flesh? 

Then shall your light break forth like the dawn, 
and your healing shall spring up speedily; 
your righteousness shall go before you; 
the glory of the Lord shall be your rearguard. 

Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; 
you shall cry, and he will say, ‘Here I am.’ 
If you take away the yoke from your midst, 
the pointing of the finger, and speaking wickedness, 
if you pour yourself out for the hungry 
and satisfy the desire of the afflicted, 
then shall your light rise in the darkness 
and your gloom be as the noonday. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 Responsorial Psalm    112(111):4-5. 6-7. 8a, 9. ℟4a 

A light rises in the darkness for the upright. 

A light rises in the darkness for the upright; 
he is generous, merciful, and righteous. 
It goes well for the man who deals generously and lends, 
who conducts his affairs with justice.  

A light rises in the darkness for the upright. 

He will never be moved; 
for ever shall the upright be remembered. 
He has no fear of evil news; 
with a firm heart, he trusts in the Lord.  

A light rises in the darkness for the upright. 

With a steadfast heart he will not fear. 
Open-handed, he gives to the poor; 
his justice stands firm for ever. 
His might shall be exalted in glory.   

A light rises in the darkness for the upright. 

Second reading                       1 Corinthians  2:1-5 

I, when I came to you, brothers and sisters, did not come 
proclaiming to you the testimony of God with lofty speech 
or wisdom. For I decided to know nothing among you 
except Jesus Christ and him crucified. And I was with you in 
weakness and in fear and much trembling, and my speech 
and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but 
in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your 
faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power 
of God. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
I am the light of the world, says the Lord; 
whoever follows me will have the light of life. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Gospel                      Matthew 5:13-16 

The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

At that time: Jesus said to his disciples, ‘You are the salt of 
the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness 
be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be 
thrown out and trampled under people’s feet. 

‘You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be 
hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, 
but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the 
same way, let your light shine before others, so that they 
may see your good works and give glory to your Father who 
is in heaven.’ 

The Gospel of The Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Lamp Prayer Intentions  

(St Matthew’s)  
Blessed Sacrament   
Archbishop Richard as he begins as Archbishop 

Our Lady  

 Cardinal Vincent as he begins his retirement 

(St Joseph’s ) 
Blessed Sacrament   

Maurice Rodrigo RIP 

Our Lady 
The Catholic Women’s League 

The Installation of Archbishop Richard  
Friday 13th February 

5.30pm Solemn Vespers 

Saturday 14th February 

12 noon  Mass of Installation 

Both the Vespers and the Mass will be live-streamed via the Cathedral website 
www.westminstercathedral.org.uk.  

 



(Saturday)  5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Bill & Eileen Hiscott RIP (Anniv) (St Joseph’s) 

Sunday 8th  9.00am: Mass - People Of  The Parishes (St Matthew’s) 
Fifth Sunday  11.15am: Mass - James & Peggy Loftus RIP (Anniv) (St Joseph’s) 

in Ordinary Time 6.00pm: Mass - Ann Townley RIP (Anniv) (St Matthew’s)       

Monday 9th   9.00am Exposition of the Bl. Sacrament  09:40 Morning Prayer   

Feria   10.00am: Mass - Tony Marano RIP Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s) 

Tuesday 10th   9.00am Exposition of the Bl. Sacrament  09:40 Morning Prayer   

S Scholastica  10.00am: Mass - Cecily Bell & George Moore (Birthday Intns) Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s)  

Wednesday 11th NO PUBLIC MASS  
Our Lady of Lourdes 

Thursday 12th 11.00am Funeral Mass of Yvonne Collier RIP (St M atthew’s) 
Feria    6.00pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

   7.00pm: Mass - Maria Butler (Intns) Followed By Rosary  (St Joseph’s) 

Friday 13th  9.00am Exposition of the Bl. Sacrament  09:40 Morning Prayer   

Feria   10.00am: Mass - Jim & Maura Ferguson (Birthday Intns) Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s)   

Saturday 14th   No Mass, Confessions or Exposition in St Matthew’s due to Fr Tom being at the Cathedral  
Ss Cyril &  

Methodius  6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday -  Philomena Dempsey & Maura Moral (Intns) (St Joseph’s)  

Sunday  15th 9.00am: Mass -  Gavina Battad RIP (St Matthew’s) 
Sixth Sunday  11.15am: Mass – People of the Parishes (St Joseph’s) 

in Ordinary Time 6.00pm: Mass— Armando Cuadra RIP (St Matthew’s)  

Parish Directory   
Parish Priest: Fr Tom Montgomery Email: tommontgomery@rcdow.org.uk 

Tel: 01923 840736 Emergency: 07576 455450             
Deacon: Rev Hervé Boisson Email: herveboisson@rcdow.org.uk 

Parish Office St Matthew’s 
Cheryl Myring 
Siobhan Hogg 
Tel: 01923 840736 
Email: northwood@rcdow.org.uk 

St Joseph’s 
Linda Grimes 
 
Tel: 020 8428 0088  
Email: carpenderspark@rcdow.org.uk 

Catechetical Team Elvadia Tolputt 
northwoodcat@rcdow.org.uk 

Donna Osborne 
carpenderscatechist@rcdow.org.uk 

Colette Quirk & Elizabeth Scudder 
Email: 
northwoodsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  
northwoodsg2@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  

Awaiting Appointment Parish Safeguarding  
Representatives  

Or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk  

Please join us in praying for those who are sick and those who have died: 
Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which  

are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.  
For those who are sick: Jean Isaac, Anne Paget, Mary Vaughan, Helen Jones, Sinead Ceasar, Gilda Kumarathasan,  
Siobhan Frost, Leslie Caesar, Mary Elizabeth Thomas, Georgette Gornall,  Ann Archer, Kathleen Lynch, Kathleen Andrews, 
Harry Nandlal, Dawn Tannian, Phil Carey, Alice Sheppard, Dave Jessop, Brendan Davern, Shay Murray, Joe Dolan,  
Ruby King, John Wildsmith, Cecil Swampillai, Belinda Plummer, Marilyn Theodore, Veronica Savill, Levan Soloman, 
Patricia Procter,  Philip Wilson, Mary Hyde, King Charles, Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Eileen Wildsmith,  
Peter Fitzpatrick,  Mark O’Connor, Marie Marron, Carol-Ann Frost, Ada Barker, Ron Picardo, Kerry Blackburn,  
James Wilson, Audrey Potts,  Rafael Pino, Julius Fayiti,  Anna Kelly, Justin, Margaret Downing,  as well as others for whom 
we have been praying together recently.  

For those who have died recently: Yvonne Collier, Mary O’Leary, Michael McCaughey and all who have died as a result 
of violence, war and conflict or natural disaster.  
For those whose anniversary occurs around this time: Marianne Faithfull, Ethne Cahillane, James Linehan, Tiziano 
Torrisi, Fr John Francis, Christopher Emmanuel, Harry Doherty, Matthew Power, Leo Haynes, George Taylor, Mary Russell, 
Hugh Williams, Kate Robinson, David Notley, Michael Anthony, Margaret Faux, David Stone, Elizabeth Conroy, Mary 
Kennedy. 

Pope’s Prayer Intention for February For children with incurable diseases. We pray that children suffer ing from 
incurable diseases and their family receive the necessary medical care and support, never losing strength and hope. 

Worship this week 
Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to have a Mass intention (or lamp prayer intention) for a particular date. 


