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Dear Parishioners 
As we enter the final two weeks of Lent, the Church gently but firmly draws us more deeply into the mystery at the heart of 
our faith: the Passion, death, and Resurrection of Jesus Christ. This period, traditionally known as Passiontide, begins with 
the Fifth Sunday of Lent and marks a noticeable shift in tone. Our Lenten journey, which began with prayer, fasting, and 
almsgiving, now becomes more focused and intense, inviting us to walk closely with Christ in His suffering and self-giving 
love. 

One of the most striking signs of this transition is the veiling of crosses and statues within the church. Sacred images are 
covered in purple cloth, and the visual richness we are accustomed to is suddenly hidden from view. For many, this can feel 
unusual or even jarring. Yet this ancient practice is deeply meaningful and spiritually powerful. 

The veiling of sacred images is often described as a kind of “fast for the eyes.” Throughout Lent, we may have given up 
certain foods, habits, or comforts as a way of growing in discipline and dependence on God. Now, the Church invites us to 
extend that fasting to our sense of sight. By removing visible reminders of the saints and even the crucifix, we are 
encouraged to enter into a deeper interior reflection. Without these external aids, we are called to seek Christ more 
intentionally in prayer and in the silence of our hearts. 

This practice also reflects the unfolding of the Gospel during these final weeks. We hear of rising tension and opposition to 
Jesus, of His withdrawal from public ministry, and of the growing shadow of the Cross. The veiled images mirror this sense 
of hiddenness. Christ, who is always present, seems momentarily obscured, reminding us of the confusion and sorrow 
experienced by His disciples as events moved toward Calvary. 

At the same time, the absence of these sacred images creates a sense of longing. We begin to notice what is missing. This is 
no accident. The Church, in her wisdom, uses this absence to stir within us a deeper desire for Christ. Just as we long for 
light after darkness, we are invited to long for the full revelation of Christ’s glory. When the veils are removed during the 
solemn liturgies of Holy Week—most especially as we venerate the Cross on Good Friday and celebrate the Resurrection at 
Easter—the return of these sacred signs speaks powerfully of hope, victory, and new life. 

These final days of Lent are therefore not simply about what we give up, but about how we draw nearer to the Lord. We are 
encouraged to spend time with the Passion narratives in the Gospels, to walk prayerfully through the Stations of the Cross, 
and to practice acts of charity, patience, and forgiveness in our daily lives. In doing so, we unite our own small sacrifices 
with Christ’s great sacrifice for the salvation of the world. 

Importantly, this is also a privileged time to encounter God’s mercy in a very personal way. As we prepare for Easter, the 
Church calls us to examine our consciences and to seek reconciliation with God and with one another. To support this, our 
parish will be offering an additional opportunity to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation during these final weeks of Lent. 
This is a beautiful invitation to experience the healing grace of God’s forgiveness. 

Whether it has been weeks, months, or many years since your last confession, you are warmly encouraged to come. The 
sacrament is not a place of judgement, but of mercy; not a burden, but a gift. In confession, we bring our sins and struggles 
before the Lord, and He meets us with compassion, restores our dignity, and strengthens us to begin again. There is no better 
way to prepare our hearts for the joy of Easter than to receive this grace. 

As a parish community, we are walking this journey together. The simplicity of the veiled church, the quiet of these final 
Lenten days, and the call to deeper prayer are all invitations to renewal. They remind us that beyond the distractions of daily 
life, Christ is calling each of us into a closer relationship with Him. 

Let us embrace this sacred time with open hearts. Let us not be afraid of the silence, the stillness, or even the sense of 
absence. For it is precisely here that God is at work, preparing us for the great celebration of Easter. 

May these final weeks of Lent be a time of grace, conversion, and hope for us all. And may we be ready, with renewed faith 
and joyful hearts, to proclaim the victory of Christ when Easter dawns. 

“We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.” 

With all my prayers and best wishes 

Fr Tom 

St Joseph’s Church  
111 Oxhey Drive,  

Watford  
WD19 7SW 

Parish Office Hours 
Tuesday, Thursday: 9.30am - 3.30pm 

You can make a 

donation to either  

parish by using the 

appropriate QR code. 



Second Collection for Lent 
At our Sunday Masses this weekend,  we will have a second collection to go towards our Lenten Almsgiving. The money 
raised will go towards Michael Sobell Hospice (St Matthew’s) and Rennie Grove Peace Hospice (St Joseph’s) Please be as 
generous as you are able to. 

Thank you 
A huge thank you to those who contributed to the celebrations on St Joseph’s day. A particular thanks goes to the Catholic 
Women’s League (and others) who set up the hall for the party. 
Thank you also to those who took part in the working party to tidy up the grounds of St Matthew’s on Saturday afternoon. 

Fr Tom 
Unfortunatly Fr Tom has been feeling unwell and is spending the weekend trying to recuperate so that he is well for Holy 
Week. Thank you to Fr Tim who has kindly stepped in to celebrate the Masses over the weekend. As a result, the timetabled 
opportunities for Confession on Sunday will not take place. Apologies for any inconvenience.  

Live Way of The Cross 
Our Lady & St Thomas of Canterbury, Harrow on the Hill will be hosting a team from Hounslow who will be perfomomh a 
live Way of the Cross on Sunday afternoon at 4.00pm. Why not go and experience this moving, dramatic and very vivid 
production of the betrayal, trial and crucifixion of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  Everyone is welcome and it is a 
wonderful opportunity for us to prepare for Holy Week.  

Solemnity of The Annunciation.  
On Wednesday we celebrate the Solemnity of The Annunciation. There will therefore be an additional Mass this week in St 
Matthew’s at 10.00am. This will be preceded by the Rosary. Church will close after Mass.  

Prayer for Peace with the brothers of the Taizé Community  
This event, on Thursday 26th March, is being run by the Italian Catholic Church in Clerkenwell, EC1R 5DL. All are 
welcome to join and pray for peace in our world. Song practice is from 5.30pm, with a time of prayer beginning at 6.30pm.  

St Joseph’s 100 Club 
The 100 Club is up for renewal. This is the last week before the draw on Saturday. Please do renew your subscription (or take 
up a subscription). Forms are available from this weekend. Payment for your subscription can be made directly to St Joseph’s 
bank account.  
Account Name WRCDT Carpenders Park Sort Code 40-05-20 Account Number 61095579.  

Preparing for Holy Week.  
Can you sing? Would you like to help with the great services of Maundy Thursday, Good Fr iday and the Easter  Vigil. 
There will be an opportunity to sing some new music. Our talented organist Isabella is composing some simple tones for the 
psalms. Do contribute if you can. 
Would you like to read in church? Speak with Fr  Tom if you are interested. 
The Mass of The Lord’s Supper and the Easter Vigil will be taking place in St Matthew’s, but it would be good to get 
parishioners who worship in both churches to work together. 

Can you arrange flowers? Would you like to help decorate our  churches? 

Holy Week Schedule. Leaflets showing the times of the liturgies during Holy Week and Easter Week are available at the 
back of church. 

For Your Prayers 
Please pray for our RCIA group who are preparing to receive the Sacraments in Eastertide. 

Those being baptised and confirmed Laura Wigg 
Those being received into the Church Nicholas English, Kelly Hills, Roxanne Nelhams, Danielle Cornelius 
Those being confirmed. Thomas Penn 

If you are thinking  about becoming a Catholic,  or are a baptised Catholic who has not been confirmed then please have a 
chat with Fr Tom to explore joining our next RCIA group  (which begins in the autumn). 

Harrow Choral Society  
Stabat Mater: Dvorak will be performed by Harrow Choral Society with professional soloists on Saturday 28th March at 
5.30pm in St Alban's Church, North Harrow. Tickets £25 . Tel: 07794 253463 See Poster in porch for more details.  

A Day With Mary 
In March, A Day With Mary will be held in our diocese on Saturday 28th March. St Mellitus, Tollington Park (10.00am - 
5.30pm) For more details please go to the Day with Mary website https://adaywithmary.org/ 

Catholic Women's League 
We are a small, happy group of friendly ladies, who meet at St Joseph's Church, on the second Monday of the month at 2pm. 
We are part of the Westminster branch of the CWL. We have tea, biscuits, a raffle and chat about events we are organising 
and participate in  initiatives organised by the  main CWL body. We would welcome any new members to our 
group ,especially those from St Matthew's Church (Welcome to those who joined us this month).  The next meeting is on 
Monday 13th April. (Entrance is using the side door  of the church).  For  more details contact any of the following: 
Ann Farrell  07922 836030, Breda Griffin 07738 363932, Pauline James  07511 668812.   

Good Books 
On April 8th at 7 pm in the Fr Bebb Room (St Matthew's) we shall be discussing Mansfield Park by Jane Austen, one of her 
less familiar novels. All are welcome but if you cannot attend, you are also welcome to join our WhatsApp group - just email 
mrsjulieshelton@gmail.com with your  details. 



Day Trip To Salisbury: Wednesday 20 May 
Our Good Books' choice for May is William Golding's The Spire, which is loosely based on Salisbury Cathedral. To 
complement our reading we are going to see England's tallest spire for ourselves. Do join us! We depart by private coach 
from St Matthew's at 9 am. After tea or coffee on arrival mid-morning we will enjoy a private guided tour of this fabulous 
medieval cathedral. Lunch (soup or sandwich and cake with tea or coffee) will be in the Refectory with wonderful views of 
the spire. After lunch we have booked a private tour of Arundells, a beautiful and historic house within arguably England's 
finest cathedral close, and home to former Prime Minister Sir Edward Heath. Our coach will depart Salisbury at 4.15, aiming 
to arrive back in Northwood around 6 pm. Cost includes coach fare, morning tea/coffee, lunch, and two guided tours as 
above: £80 per person. Reserve your place with the full payment or with a £20 deposit (balance to be paid by 20 April). 
Please book and pay via Siobhan in the St Matthew's Parish Office.  

Opportunity to contribute to the Life of our parishes. 
We are looking for volunteers to read at Mass both on Sundays and Weekday Masses. If you would like to volunteer please 
contact the parish office, who will put you in touch with those who organise our rotas. 
Do you have computer skills? We would like someone to help look after our parish website (and perhaps develop a joint 
website for both of our parishes), If you are interested please speak with Fr Tom to explore possibilities.  
Following on from Fr Tom’s appeal recently, we are looking for people who might join a Buildings and Maintenance 
committee and a Social and fundraising committee.   

Annual Mass of Thanksgiving for the Sacrament of Matrimony at Westminster Cathedral  
This will be celebrated on Saturday 23rd May 2026 at 2:30pm. Archbishop Richard is inviting to this Mass, all couples in the 
Diocese, who are celebrating their 5th 10th, 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th and 60th (and every year over 60) wedding anniversary of 
Catholic marriage in 2026.  If you are celebrating an anniversary, please contact the parish office giving the following 
details: husband and wife’s names, wedding date, full postal address and contact email (or telephone number, if no email). 
Your details will then be forwarded on and you will receive your invite. Please give your details to the Parish Office. 

John Paul II Football Cup 
Are you a young man aged 18–35 who enjoys a good game of football with fellow faith-filled friends? Join the Youth 
Ministry’s Annual Men’s Football Tournament for the John Paul II Cup on 6 June 2026! For more information email 
youth@rcdow.org.uk or  visit: https://youth.rcdow.org.uk/events/jp2-cup-2026  

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes  
Registration is now open until 30th April. Secure your spot by visiting the registration platform here: https://rcdow.org.uk/
pilgrimages/lourdes/ or by contacting the Pilgrimage Office on 0207 798 9173.  

Pilgrimage to Poland led by Fr Andrew Gallagher  
(28th September – 2nd October 2026) Visiting Krakow, The Salt Mine in Wielickza, Wadowice – the birthplace of 
Pope St John Paul II, The Divine Mercy Basilica in Lagiewniki, and the Marian Shrine in Czestochowa. The pilgrimage also 
includes a visit to Auschwitz-Birkenau remembering those who died during the Holocaust including St Maximilian Kolbe. 
Price: £799 plus flights. For full details please contact rickmansworth@rcdow.org.uk  

The Douay Martyrs School 
Recently Douay Martyrs School underwent an inspection from the Catholic Schools Inspectorate. We congratulate them on 
being judged OUTSTANDING in the Catholic Life of the school. If you wish to read the report, it can be found at  
https://douaymartyrs.reactfiles.co.uk/uploads/document/Inspection-Final-Report.pdf?ts=1773653608750 

Reflection for the Solemnity of The Annunciation of the Lord 
“Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according to your word.” ~Luke 1:38 

In the fifth century, bishops engaged in a fierce theological debate over the unity of the divine and human natures of Christ, 
referred to as the “hypostatic union.” Nestorius, the Archbishop of Constantinople, argued that there were two underlying 
hypostases, or substances, in Christ, one human and one divine. He believed that the humanity of Christ was born of the 
Virgin Mary, but not His divinity. Therefore, Nestorius believed Mary should only be called the “Christ-bearer” and not the 
“God-bearer” (Theotokos). Saint Cyril, the Archbishop of Alexandria, argued that the divine and human natures of Jesus 
were united in one hypostasis. Divinity and humanity were perfectly united and, therefore, Mary is properly called 
the Theotokos, or “Mother of God,” not just the “Mother of Christ.” God was born of her, not just His body. Mary conceived 
a Person in her womb, and that Person was both God and man, perfectly united as one. In 431 the Church held a council at 
Ephesus at which Cyril’s position was adopted and Nestorius’ position was condemned. Nestorius was then removed as 
Archbishop of Constantinople. The solemnity we celebrate today originated around the time of this controversy, possibly to 
emphasize the theological teaching that emerged from the Council of Ephesus. Throughout Church history, when a 
theological truth is defined, that truth is then celebrated liturgically as a lived expression of the Church’s faith. 
The date of this celebration is set nine months before Christmas, but most likely, the date of Christmas was set nine months 
after the Annunciation. Many early Christians believed that Jesus’ death occurred on March 25; therefore, His Incarnation 
must have also taken place on this day. As early as the third century, it was suggested that March 25 was also the date of the 
creation of Adam, the fall of Adam, the fall of the angels, the sacrifice of Isaac by Abraham, and the passing of the Israelites 
through the Red Sea. 
The Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord recalls the historical event when the Angel Gabriel appeared to the Virgin 
Mary, as found in Luke 1:26–38. It also celebrates the Church’s faith in the underlying reality that took place at that moment 
in time. It celebrates the Incarnation, making this solemnity not only a Marian solemnity, but first and foremost a 
Christological one. Though Christmas commemorates the birth of Christ, the Annunciation commemorates His Incarnation. 
Most certainly, this solemnity is also a Marian celebration. We celebrate the Virgin Mary’s perfect “Yes” to the plan of the 
Father. We celebrate her humility, obedience, docility, and especially her motherhood of God and man. 
Finally, this solemnity is a celebration of the Father in Heaven because it reveals the beginning of the pinnacle of His perfect 
plan of salvation. That moment in time, the moment of the Incarnation, holds significance beyond comprehension. This 
moment was in the Father’s mind from all eternity and took place in a hidden way, known only to this lowly and humble 
virgin. 



Pope Leo XIV   
Pope Leo is continuing his catechesis series on the Second Vatican Council and its documents which 
he is giving at his weekly Wednesday General Audience. This is the catechesis that he gave on 
Wednesday 18th March 

Catechesis. The Documents of Vatican Council II.  
 II. Dogmatic Constitution Lumen gentium.  
4. The Church, a Priestly and Prophetic People .  
Brothers and sisters, good morning and welcome! 
Today I would like to revisit the second chapter of the Conciliar Constitution Lumen gentium (LG), 
devoted to the Church as the people of God. 
The messianic people (LG, 9), receive from Christ the participation in the priestly, prophetic and kingly work office through 
which his salvific mission is carried out. The Council Fathers teach that the Lord Jesus, through the new and eternal 
Covenant, has established a kingdom of priests, constituting his disciples as a ‘royal priesthood’ (1 Pet 2:9; cf. 1 
Pet 2:5; Rev 1:6). This common priesthood of the faithful is given with Baptism, which enables us to worship God in spirit 
and truth, and to “confess before men the faith which they have received from God through the Church” (LG, 11). 
Furthermore, through the sacrament of Confirmation, all the baptized “are more perfectly bound to the Church … and the 
Holy Spirit endows them with special strength so that they are more strictly obliged to spread and defend the faith, both by 
word and by deed, as true witnesses of Christ” (ibid.). This consecration is at the root of the common mission that unites the 
ordained ministries and the lay faithful. 
In this regard, Pope Francis observed that, “Looking at the People of God is remembering that we all enter the Church as lay 
people. The first sacrament, which seals our identity forever, and of which we should always be proud, is Baptism. Through 
Baptism and by the anointing of the Holy Spirit, (the faithful) ‘are consecrated as a spiritual house and a holy 
priesthood’ (LG, 10), [so that] everyone forms the faithful Holy People of God” (Letter to the President of the Pontifical 
Commission for Latin America, 19 March 2016). 
The exercise of the royal priesthood takes place in many ways, all aimed at our sanctification, first and foremost through 
participation in the offering of the Eucharist. Through prayer, asceticism and active charity, we thus bear witness to a life 
renewed by God’s grace (cf. LG, 10). As the Council summarizes, “it is through the sacraments and the exercise of the 
virtues that the sacred nature and organic structure of the priestly community is brought into operation” (LG, 11). 
The Council Fathers then teach that the holy People of God also participate in the prophetic mission of Christ (cf. LG, 12). In 
this context, the important theme of the sense of the faith and the consensus of the faithful is introduced. The Doctrinal 
Commission of the Council specified that this sensus fidei “is like a faculty of the whole Church, by which she, in her faith, 
recognises the revelation handed down, distinguishing between true and false in matters of faith, and at the same time 
penetrates it more deeply and applies it more fully in life” (cf. Acta Synodalia, III/1, 199). The sense of faith therefore 
belongs to individual believers not in their own right, but as members of the People of God as a whole. 
Lumen gentium focuses on this latter aspect, and places it in relation to the infallibility of the Church, to which that of the 
Roman Pontiff is inherent and by which it is served. “The entire body of the faithful, anointed as they are by the Holy One 
(c. 1 Jn 2:20,27), cannot err in matters of belief. They manifest this special property by means of the whole peoples’ 
supernatural discernment in matters of faith when from the Bishops down to the last of the lay faithful they show universal 
agreement in matters of faith and morals” (LG, 12). The Church, therefore, as the communion of the faithful – which 
naturally includes the pastors – cannot err in matters of faith: the organ through which this truth is preserved, founded on the 
anointing of the Holy Spirit, is the supernatural sense of faith of the entire People of God, which is manifested in 
the consensus of the faithful. From this unity, which the Magisterium of the Church safeguards, it follows that every baptized 
person is an active agent of evangelization, called to bear consistent witness to Christ in accordance with the prophetic gift 
which the Lord bestows upon His whole Church. 
Indeed, the Holy Spirit, who comes to us from the Risen Christ, “distributes special graces among the faithful of every rank. 
By these gifts He makes them fit and ready to undertake the various tasks and offices which contribute toward the renewal 
and building up of the Church” (LG, 12). A particular demonstration of this charismatic vitality is offered by consecrated life, 
which continually germinates and flourishes through the work of grace. Ecclesial associations, too, are a shining example of 
the variety and fruitfulness of spiritual fruits for the edification of the People of God. 

Pope Leo XIV: Health cannot be a luxury for few 
Pope Leo XIV reflects on situations of poverty, loneliness and isolation experienced by many people in Europe today and 
decries increasing inequalities and injustice in the field of healthcare which he warns, can also lead to conflict.  
Pope Leo XIV on Wednesday expressed his belief that “Universal health coverage is not merely a technical goal to be 
achieved; it is primarily a moral imperative for societies that wish to call themselves just,” but also to prevent injustice from 
becoming a cause of conflict. 
The Pope was addressing participants in the Conference “Today who is my neighbour?” organised by the Council of the 
Bishops’ Conferences of Europe, the World Health Organization (European Region), and the Italian Episcopal Conference 
during a private audience in the Vatican. 
Speaking on the day in which the second “WHO European Health Equity Status Report” is released, the Pope noted that the 
document “draws attention to the situations faced by many poor and isolated people in Europe. 
Noting that inequalities in the field of healthcare are growing in many European nations, he also called for urgent attention to 
people’s mental health, particularly that of young people. 
Healthcare and social peace 
“Health cannot be a luxury for the few,” the Pope said, highlighting also that it is “an essential condition for social peace.” 
“Healthcare must be accessible to the most vulnerable, not only because their dignity requires it but also to prevent injustice 
from becoming a cause of conflict,” he said. 
After having reflected on passages from the Gospel, from the Book of Genesis, from Saint Augustine’s writings and from 
Pope Francis’ Encyclical Fratelli tutti, Pope Leo said “Distance, distraction and desensitisation to the sight of violence and 
the suffering of others lead us toward indifference.  Yet all men and women, especially Christians, are called to fix their gaze 



Archbishop’s statement on House of Lords vote on the Crime and Policing Bill 
Archbishop John Sherrington, Archbishop of Liverpool and lead bishop for life issues for the Bishops’ Conference, has 
issued a statement following the House of Lords’ decision to keep clause 208 in the Crime and Policing Bill. 
The clause decriminalises abortion up to birth in some circumstances. 
Archbishop Sherrington expressed his distress at the decision and has warned that “this move is likely to lead to more late-
term abortions putting pregnant women and their babies at risk. Many women could likely also face even greater risks of 
isolation, coercion, and pressure.”  

Statement on the vote on clause 208 of the Crime and Policing Bill, in the House of Lords’ decision to keep clause 208 

“I am deeply distressed by the decision by the House of Lords to reject Baroness Monckton’s amendment to remove clause 
208 from the Crime and Policing Bill. The clause decriminalises on-demand abortion up to birth in England and Wales in 
some circumstances. This move is likely to lead to more late-term abortions putting pregnant women and their babies at 
risk. Many women could likely also face even greater risks of isolation, coercion, and pressure.  
“I am grateful to all the Parliamentarians and advocates who have worked courageously to protect mothers and their unborn 
children from this move.  
“I also recognise the many organisations who accompany women with practical support when faced with an unexpected 
pregnancy. The genuine hope they provide is now more urgent than ever. As we prepare to face this challenge, I 
encourage the faithful to support them in practical ways, including through prayer.  
“Inspired by the example of the Holy Family, let us continue to defend the dignity of both the child in the womb and the 
mother.” 

Archbishop John Sherrington  
Lead Bishop for Life Issues  
Archbishop of Liverpool  

Archbishop Wilson: Unborn child “ignored and silenced” after vote to decriminalise abortion. 
The Archbishop of Southwark, the Most Reverend John Wilson, has described the legislation as “frightening” and that it not 
only ignores the unborn child, but also raises “serious concerns for the safety of women”. 

Archbishop Wilson said: 
“This is a truly tragic moment for our nation. How can this frightening legislation, which, following Royal Assent, will 
permit the abortion of children right up until the moment of birth for any reason, have any place in a civilised society? We 
can never underestimate the challenges that women and men encounter facing difficult decisions. 
“There is, however, another life involved which is now to be ignored and silenced. There are also serious concerns for the 
safety of women. While there is an even more difficult journey now to protect the unborn child, we must continue to speak 
up for the voiceless and work to protect the most vulnerable who are no longer protected by the law. 
Archbishop Wilson also contrasts medical technological advancement with the aims of this law: 
“As Christians, we affirm that each of us is loved by God and each of us is made in God’s image and likeness. Our innate 
human dignity is not something granted at birth, but exists from the moment of conception. The increasing advances that 
allow babies born prematurely to live full and happy lives stands in stark contrast to this legislation. This is fundamentally a 
matter of justice and this legislation, which favours some lives over others, increases inequality in our society.” 

Archbishop Mark O’Toole on abortion vote: We long for the day when we will truly be a 
“civilised society” 
Archbishop Mark O’Toole, Archbishop of Cardiff-Menevia, has issued a statement following the House of Lords’ vote in 
favour of decriminalising abortion up to birth. 
He said: 
“The decision of the House of Lords to support abortion up to birth is not only deeply distressing it is also deeply disturbing. 
How have we got to a point in our society where we are willing to enact such terrifying legislation? 
“We must all work and pray more intently so that mothers experiencing difficulty in pregancy are supported and can 
experience their child not as a problem but as a gift. 
“I believe that future generations will ultimately look back on such a decision as akin to the historical support of slavery. We 
long for the day when we will truly be a ‘civilised society’ where all will cry, ‘Let these children live’!” 

If you are facing a difficult pregnancy, help is available through organisations such as  

Life https://lifecharity.org.uk/ 

Pregnancy Crisis Helpline. https://pregnancycrisishelpline.org.uk/ 
 

If you are seeking healing after an abortion, support is available through  

Rachel’s Vineyard https://www.rachelsvineyard.org.uk/ 

on those who suffer: on the pain of the lonely, on those who, for various reasons, are marginalised and considered 
“outcasts.”  For without them, we cannot build just societies founded on the human person.” 
Only together, he continued, “can we build communities of solidarity capable of caring for everyone, in which wellbeing and 
peace can flourish for the benefit of all.” 
May the Christian lifestyle reflect the Samaritan spirit 
The Pope concluded, reaffirming the Church’s role that is always at the “service of the advancement of humanity and of 
universal fraternity.” 
He said that the Churches in Europe and throughout the world, in cooperation with international organisations, can “play a 
decisive role today in combating inequalities in healthcare, particularly in support of the most vulnerable populations”. 
And finally, he appealed to Christians to ensure “our Christian lifestyle will always reflect this fraternal, ‘Samaritan’ spirit – 
one that is welcoming, courageous, committed and supportive, rooted in our union with God and our faith in Jesus Christ.” 



Readings at  Sunday Mass 

Things happening in our parishes during Lent. 
In addition to our normal pattern of worship, these extra things will be happening. 

Sunday 8.00pm - 9.00pm. Holy Hour ending with Night Prayer (St Matthew’s) 
(Confessions available) 

Thursday 6.00pm - 6.50pm Confessions (St Joseph’s) 

Friday  

Stations of the Cross (following 10.00am Mass) 

11.30am Lenten Soup Lunch (Fr Bebb Room - St Matthew’s) 

7.00pm Stations of the Cross (St Joseph’s)  

 

Our Lenten Almsgiving will be supporting 
Michael Sobell Hospice (St Matthew’s) & Rennie Grove Peace Hospice (St Joseph’s) 

Parishioners can also support the Diocesan Lent Appeal. 

First reading                       Ezekiel 37:12-14 
Thus says the Lord God: Behold, I will open your graves 
and raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will 
bring you into the land of Israel. And you shall know that I 
am the Lord, when I open your graves, and raise you from 
your graves, O my people. And I will put my Spirit within 
you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own 
land. Then you shall know that I am the Lord; I have 
spoken, and I will do it, declares the Lord. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 Responsorial Psalm 130(129):1-2. 3-4. 5-6b. 6c-8. ℟7bc 

With the Lord there is mercy,  
in him is plentiful redemption. 

Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord; 
Lord, hear my voice! 
O let your ears be attentive 
to the sound of my pleadings.  

With the Lord there is mercy, 
in him is plentiful redemption. 

If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, 
Lord, who could stand? 
But with you is found forgiveness, 
that you may be revered.  

With the Lord there is mercy, 
in him is plentiful redemption. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available at the following times before Easter 

Saturday 21st March 

11.00am - 11.45am (St Matthew’s) 
5.00pm - 5.45pm (St Joseph’s) 

Sunday 22nd March 

8.30am - 8.50am (St Matthew’s) 
12.25pm - 12.55pm (St Joseph’s) 
8.00pm - 8.45pm (St Matthew’s) 

Monday 23rd March 

9.00am - 9.30am (St Matthew’s) 
Note change of time 

Tuesday 24th March 

9.00am - 9.30am (St Joseph’s) 

Thursday 26th March 

6.00pm - 6.45pm (St Joseph’s) 

Friday 27th March 

9.00am - 9.30am (St Matthew’s) 
6.00pm - 6.45pm (St Joseph’s) 

Saturday 28th March 

11.00am - 11.45am (St Matthew’s) 
5.00pm - 5.45pm (St Joseph’s) 

Monday 30th March 

10.30am - 11.00am (St Matthew’s) 

Tuesday 31st March 

8.00am - 8.30am (St Joseph’s) 

Wednesday 1st April 

10.30am - 11.00am (St Joseph’s) 

Thursday 2nd April 

9.15am - 10.00am (St Matthew’s) 

Friday 3rd April 

11.00am - 11.30am (St Joseph’s) 

Saturday 4th April 

9.30am - 10.30am (St Matthew’s) 
11.00 - 12 noon (St Joseph’s) 

What the Bishops tell us about the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Catholics are required to receive the Sacrament at least once per year. However, if 
you are aware of having committed any mortal (serious) sin, you should receive the 
Sacrament. That being said, all are encouraged to take advantage of the Sacrament 
on a regular and frequent basis. Frequent reception helps us keep aware of our 
spiritual progress and provides the grace to overcome our sins. 

Briefly examine your conscience at the end of each day, and make an act of 
contrition. In this way you will become more sensitive to what is really happening 
in your own life, and you will be more prepared and more honest as you come to 
confession. 

Deanery Penitential Service 

This will take place at The Most 
Sacred Heart Church, Ruislip on  

Tuesday 31st March at 7.30pm. 

A number of priests will be available 
for the Sacrament of Reconciliation 



Lamp Prayer Intentions  

(St Matthew’s)  
Blessed Sacrament   
---- 

Our Lady  

---- 

(St Joseph’s ) 
Blessed Sacrament   

Joe & Mary Harney RIP (Anniv)  

Our Lady 
Florence Rodrigo RIP (Anniv) 

I long for you, O Lord, 
my soul longs for his word. 
My soul awaits the Lord 
more than watchmen for daybreak.  

With the Lord there is mercy, 
in him is plentiful redemption. 

More than watchmen for daybreak, 
let Israel hope for the Lord. 
For with the Lord there is mercy, 
in him is plentiful redemption. 
It is he who will redeem Israel 

from all its iniquities.  

With the Lord there is mercy, 
in him is plentiful redemption. 

Second reading                              Romans 8:8-11 

Brothers and Sisters: Those who are in the flesh cannot 
please God. You, however, are not in the flesh but in the 
Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who 
does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 
But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of 
sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of 
him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who 
raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your 
mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 
Praise to you O Christ, King of eternal glory 
I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord. 
Everyone who believes in me shall never die. 
Praise to you O Christ, King of eternal glory 

Gospel                            John 11:1-45 

The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

At that time: A certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the 
village of Mary and her sister Martha. It was Mary, who 
anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her 
hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent to 
him, saying, ‘Lord, he whom you love is ill.’ But when 
Jesus heard it he said, ‘This illness does not lead to death. It 
is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be 
glorified through it.’ 

Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. So, 
when he heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days 
longer in the place where he was. Then after this he said to 
the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’ The disciples said 
to him, ‘Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to stone you, 
and are you going there again?’ Jesus answered, ‘Are there 
not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he 
does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world. 
But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, because the 
light is not in him.’ After saying these things, he said to 
them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to 
awaken him.’ The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he has 
fallen asleep, he will recover.’ Now Jesus had spoken of his 

death, but they thought that he meant taking rest in sleep. 
Then Jesus told them plainly, ‘Lazarus has died, and for 
your sake I am glad that I was not there, so that you may 
believe. But let us go to him.’ So Thomas, called the Twin, 
said to his fellow disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die 
with him.’ 

Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already 
been in the tomb four days. Bethany was near Jerusalem, 
about two miles off, and many of the Jews had come to 
Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. 
So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and 
met him, but Mary remained seated in the house. Martha 
said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would 
not have died. But even now I know that whatever you ask 
from God, God will give you.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Your 
brother will rise again.’ Martha said to him, ‘I know that he 
will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said 
to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes 
in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who 
lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe 
this?’ She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the 
Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.’ 

When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, 
saying in private, ‘The Teacher is here and is calling for 
you.’ And when she heard it, she rose quickly and went to 
him. Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was 
still in the place where Martha had met him. When the Jews 
who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary 
rise quickly and go out, they followed her, supposing that 
she was going to the tomb to weep there. Now when Mary 
came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet, 
saying to him, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother 
would not have died.’ When Jesus saw her weeping, and the 
Jews who had come with her also weeping, he was deeply 
moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. And he said, 
‘Where have you laid him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, come 
and see.’ Jesus wept. So the Jews said, ‘See how he loved 
him!’ But some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened the 
eyes of the blind man also have kept this man from dying?’ 

Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a 
cave, and a stone lay against it. Jesus said, ‘Take away the 
stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, 
‘Lord, by this time there will be a smell, for he has been 
dead four days.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if 
you believed you would see the glory of God?’ So they took 
away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, 
‘Father, I thank you that you have heard me. I knew that 
you always hear me, but I said this on account of the people 
standing around, that they may believe that you sent me.’ 
When he had said these things, he cried out with a loud 
voice, ‘Lazarus, come out.’ The man who had died came 
out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face 
wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and 
let him go.’ 

Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and 
had seen what he did, believed in him. 

The Gospel of The Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 



(Saturday)  6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Thomas Joseph Cunningham RIP L/D (St Joseph’s)  

Sunday 22nd 9.00am: Mass - Phil McCanlay RIP (St Matthew’s) 
Fifth Sunday  11.15am: Mass – Barbara Fletcher RIP L/D (St Joseph’s) 

of  Lent  6.00pm: Mass— People of the Parishes (St Matthew’s)  

   8.00pm: Holy Hour Concluding with Night Prayer (Confessions available) (St Matthew’s)   

Monday 23rd   9.00am Exposition of the Bl. Sacrament  09:40 Morning Prayer   

Lent Feria  10.00am: Mass - Agnes & Thomas Swan RIP Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s)    

Tuesday 24th   9.00am Exposition of the Bl. Sacrament  09:40 Morning Prayer   

Lent Feria  10.00am: Mass - Timothy Anthony Foley RIP Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s) 

Wednesday 25th 9.00am Rosary 
The Annunciation 10.00am: Mass People of the Parishes (St Matthew’s)  

of the Lord  Church closes after Mass. 

Thursday 26th 6.00pm Exposition of the Bl. Sacrament   

Lent Feria  7.00pm Mass - Florence Rodrigo RIP (1st Anniv) Followed By Rosary  (St Joseph’s) 

Friday 27th  9.00am Exposition of the Bl. Sacrament  09:40 Morning Prayer   

Lent Feria  10.00am: Mass – Maureen Cuss & Tom Grant RIPFollowed By Stations of the Cross & Rosary (St Matthew’s) 

   7.00pm: Stations of the Cross (St Joseph’s)  

Saturday 28th  9:45 Morning Prayer  Followed By Rosary  

Lent Feria  10.30am: Mass - No intention yet (St Matthew’s) 

   11.00am - 11.50am:Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions ending with Benediction 

   5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Mary Bridget Foley RIP (St Joseph’s)  

Sunday  29th 9.00am: Mass - (St Matthew’s) 
Palm Sunday   11.15am: Mass – People of the Parishes (St Joseph’s) 

   6.00pm: Mass— (St Matthew’s)  

   8.00pm: Holy Hour Concluding with Night Prayer (Confessions available) (St Matthew’s)   

Parish Directory   
Parish Priest: Fr Tom Montgomery Email: tommontgomery@rcdow.org.uk 

Tel: 01923 840736 Emergency: 07576 455450             

Parish Office St Matthew’s 
Cheryl Myring 
Siobhan Hogg 
Tel: 01923 840736 
Email: northwood@rcdow.org.uk 

St Joseph’s 
Linda Grimes 
 
Tel: 020 8428 0088  
Email: carpenderspark@rcdow.org.uk 

Catechetical Team Elvadia Tolputt 
northwoodcat@rcdow.org.uk 

Donna Osborne 
carpenderscatechist@rcdow.org.uk 

Colette Quirk & Elizabeth Scudder 
Email: 
northwoodsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  
northwoodsg2@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  

Awaiting Appointment Parish Safeguarding  
Representatives  

Or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk  

Please join us in praying for those who are sick and those who have died: 
Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which  

are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.  
For those who are sick: Lourdes D’Silva Torres, James Conradi, Jean Isaac, Anne Paget, Mary Vaughan, Helen Jones, 
Sinead Ceasar,  Gilda Kumarathasan, Siobhan Frost, Leslie Caesar, Mary Elizabeth Thomas, Georgette Gornall,   
Ann Archer,  Kathleen Lynch, Kathleen Andrews, Harry Nandlal, Dawn Tannian, Phil Carey, Alice Sheppard,   
Brendan Davern, Shay Murray, Joe Dolan, Ruby King, John Wildsmith, Cecil Swampillai, Belinda Plummer,  
Marilyn Theodore, Veronica Savill, Levan Soloman, Patricia Procter,  Philip Wilson, Mary Hyde, King Charles,  
Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Eileen Wildsmith, Peter Fitzpatrick,  Mark O’Connor, Marie Marron, Carol-Ann Frost, 
Ada Barker, Ron Picardo, Kerry Blackburn, James Wilson, Audrey Potts,  Rafael Pino, Julius Fayiti,  Anna Kelly,  
Justin, Margaret Downing,  as well as others for whom we have been praying together recently.  

For those who have died recently: Lynn Parker, Martin Duggan, Rosa Anjo  and all who have died as a result of violence, 
war and conflict or natural disaster.  
For those whose anniversary occurs around this time:  
John McCormack, Dora Aggett, Amina Salaroli, Yolande Koosenlin, Linda O’Brien, Frank Breen, Gertrude Stone,  
Gaetano Vassallo, General Stanislaus Kapanski, Tom Lynch, Kathleen Sims, John Pilborough. Florence Rodrigo,  
William Reid, Paul Clark, William Donohoe, Catherine Carr, Nellie Price.  
Pope’s Prayer Intention for March For disarmament and peace We pray that nations move toward effective 
disarmament, particularly nuclear disarmament, and that world leaders choose the path of dialogue and diplomacy instead of 
violence.  

Worship this week 
Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to have a Mass intention (or lamp prayer intention) for a particular date. 


