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Dear Parishioners 
Peace be with you. 

On this Second Sunday of Easter, the Church invites us to celebrate Divine Mercy 
Sunday, a beautiful gift flowing from the heart of the Risen Christ. Having 
journeyed through the solemn days of Holy Week and rejoiced in the glory of 
Easter, we are now called to dwell more deeply on the meaning of God’s mercy 
revealed in Jesus. 

In today’s Gospel we encounter the disciples gathered in fear behind closed doors. 
Into their anxiety and uncertainty, the Risen Lord appears and speaks words that 
still echo powerfully in our lives: “Peace be with you.” He shows them His wounds 
- not as signs of defeat, but as enduring signs of love and mercy. From those 
wounds flows forgiveness, healing, and new life. This same mercy is extended to 
each one of us. 

Divine Mercy Sunday reminds us that no sin is greater than God’s love, no failure 
beyond His forgiveness. As revealed to Saint Faustina, Jesus’ message is simple yet 
profound: “Jesus, I trust in You.” Trust is at the heart of mercy. We are invited not 
only to receive God’s mercy but also to become instruments of it in the lives of 
others. 

In a world often marked by division, harsh judgment, and indifference, we are 
called to be witnesses of compassion. This begins in simple ways: offering 
forgiveness where there has been hurt, showing patience in moments of frustration, 
and reaching out to those who feel forgotten or alone. 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is a privileged place where we encounter Divine 
Mercy personally. If it has been some time since your last confession, I warmly 
encourage you to come and experience the peace and freedom that Christ longs to 
give you. 

Let us also remember that mercy is not weakness - it is the very strength of God’s love at work in us. When we trust in His 
mercy, we are renewed, strengthened, and sent forth to share that mercy with the world. 

May this Divine Mercy Sunday be a moment of grace for our parish—a time to open our hearts more fully to the love of 
Christ, to trust more deeply in His mercy, and to reflect that mercy in our daily lives. 

With all my prayers and best wishes 

Fr Tom 

St Joseph’s Church  
111 Oxhey Drive,  

Watford  
WD19 7SW 

Parish Office Hours 
Tuesday, Thursday: 9.30am - 3.30pm 

You can make a 

donation to either  

parish by using the 

appropriate QR code. 

Regina Caeli 
V. O Queen of Heaven, rejoice, alleluia: 
R. For he whom you did merit to bear, alleluia, 

V. Has risen, as he said, alleluia. 
R. Pray for us to God, alleluia. 

V. Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia. 
R. For the Lord has risen indeed, alleluia. 

God our Father, you give joy to the world by the resurrection of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Through the prayers of his 
mother, the Virgin Mary, bring us to the happiness of eternal life. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen.  



Thank You 
Thank you to those who contributed in any way to our celebrations of Holy Week and Easter. Thank you to those who were 
generous with their Easter Offerings which goes toward supporting the priestly ministry in our parishes. Fr Tom, Deacon 
Herve (and Disco Bob) would also like to say thank you for all the generosity shown to them. 

Divine Mercy Sunday. 
This Sunday is Divine Mercy Sunday. We will have Divine Mercy Devotions at 2.00pm on Sunday afternoon in St 
Matthew’s. 

Congratulations. 
Congratulations to Paulo and Mariana who had their civil marriage Convalidated on Saturday afternoon. We wish them every 
blessing. 

Eileen Wildsmith. 
It is with sadness that we share the news of the death of Eileen Wildsmith. She died peacefully on Easter Tuesday afternoon 
surrounded by her family. Her funeral will be on Tuesday 28th April at 1.00pm in St Matthew’s. We pray for her husband 
John and the rest of the family at this time. May she Rest in Peace.  

Catholic Women's League 
We are a small, happy group of friendly ladies, who meet at St Joseph's Church, on the second Monday of the month at 2pm. 
We are part of the Westminster branch of the CWL. We have tea, biscuits, a raffle and chat about events we are organising 
and participate in  initiatives organised by the  main CWL body. We would welcome any new members to our 
group ,especially those from St Matthew's Church (Welcome to those who joined us this month).  The next meeting is on 
Monday 13th April. (Entrance is using the side door  of the church).  For  more details contact any of the following: 
Ann Farrell  07922 836030, Breda Griffin 07738 363932, Pauline James  07511 668812.   

First Holy Communion Parents Evening 
This Thursday is the final First Holy Communion Parents Evening meeting. It takes place after the 7.00pm Mass at St 
Joseph’s (7.30pm) 

Confirmation Group Big Breakfast 
The Confirmation Group are planning to organise a Breakfast in aid of their chosen charity.  This will take place in the 
Church Hall on Sunday 19th April after the 9.00 am.  Advertising will follow. Please mark this date in your diary and help 
them to fulfil their Lenten promise of Almsgiving, to a very worthy cause. 

Holy Hour for the Dignity of All Human Life  
The bishops of England and Wlaes are encouraging parishes to stand in solidarity with them by holding local Holy Hours on 
Sunday, 19 April around 4:30pm so Catholics in England and Wales can unite in prayer for the promotion of a culture of life. 
We will hold our Holy Hour in St Matthew’s. Do mark the date in your diary  

Baptism Preparation Evening  
If you wish to have your child baptised, then please come along to the next Baptism Preparation Evening which will be held 
on Thursday 23rd April at 7.45pm in the Fr Bebb Room, Northwood.  

Good Books 
Our reading selection for our next meeting, at 7 pm on May 13th in the Fr Bebb Room at St Matthew's, is The Spire by 
William Golding. Widely acknowledged to be his masterpiece, it is loosely based on Salisbury Cathedral which boasts the 
tallest spire in England. Join us on our outing there! (See below). New members to the group are always welcome, both in 
person and via WhatsApp (contact mrsjulieshelton@gmail.com). 

Day Trip To Salisbury: Wednesday 20 May 
Our Good Books' choice for May is William Golding's The Spire, which is loosely based on Salisbury Cathedral. To 
complement our reading we are going to see England's tallest spire for ourselves. Do join us! We depart by private coach 
from St Matthew's at 9 am. After tea or coffee on arrival mid-morning we will enjoy a private guided tour of this fabulous 
medieval cathedral. Lunch (soup or sandwich and cake with tea or coffee) will be in the Refectory with wonderful views of 
the spire. After lunch we have booked a private tour of Arundells, a beautiful and historic house within arguably England's 
finest cathedral close, and home to former Prime Minister Sir Edward Heath. Our coach will depart Salisbury at 4.15, aiming 
to arrive back in Northwood around 6 pm. Cost includes coach fare, morning tea/coffee, lunch, and two guided tours as 
above: £80 per person. Reserve your place with the full payment or with a £20 deposit (balance to be paid by 20 April). 
Please book and pay via Siobhan in the St Matthew's Parish Office.  

Opportunity to contribute to the Life of our parishes. 
We are looking for volunteers to read at Mass both on Sundays and Weekday Masses. If you would like to volunteer please 
contact the parish office, who will put you in touch with those who organise our rotas. 
Do you have computer skills? We would like someone to help look after our parish website (and perhaps develop a joint 
website for both of our parishes), If you are interested please speak with Fr Tom to explore possibilities.  
Following on from Fr Tom’s appeal recently, we are looking for people who might join a Buildings and Maintenance 
committee and a Social and fundraising committee. We are also looking for people who would be willing to service on each 
of our Parish Finance Committees.  

Annual Mass of Thanksgiving for the Sacrament of Matrimony at Westminster Cathedral  
This will be celebrated on Saturday 23rd May 2026 at 2:30pm. Archbishop Richard is inviting to this Mass, all couples in the 
Diocese, who are celebrating their 5th 10th, 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th and 60th (and every year over 60) wedding anniversary of 
Catholic marriage in 2026.  If you are celebrating an anniversary, please contact the parish office giving the following 
details: husband and wife’s names, wedding date, full postal address and contact email (or telephone number, if no email). 
Your details will then be forwarded on and you will receive your invite.  



John Paul II Football Cup 
Are you a young man aged 18–35 who enjoys a good game of football with fellow faith-filled friends? Join the Youth 
Ministry’s Annual Men’s Football Tournament for the John Paul II Cup on 6 June 2026! For more information email 
youth@rcdow.org.uk or  visit: https://youth.rcdow.org.uk/events/jp2-cup-2026  

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes  
Registration is now open until 30th April. Secure your spot by visiting the registration platform here: https://rcdow.org.uk/
pilgrimages/lourdes/ or  by contacting the Pilgr image Office on 0207 798 9173.  

Pilgrimage to Poland led by Fr Andrew Gallagher  
(28th September – 2nd October 2026) Visiting Krakow, The Salt Mine in Wielickza, Wadowice – the birthplace of Pope 
St John Paul II, The Divine Mercy Basilica in Lagiewniki, and the Marian Shrine in Czestochowa. The pilgrimage also 
includes a visit to Auschwitz-Birkenau remembering those who died during the Holocaust including St Maximilian Kolbe. 
Price: £799 plus flights. For full details please contact rickmansworth@rcdow.org.uk  

Easter Message 2026 – Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem 
May the Lord give you peace and bless all of you! 
Today in Jerusalem we are living a very different and strange Easter, without gathering, without people, very low profile, if I 
can say this. So it is very difficult in a certain aspect to feel the atmosphere of Easter, that is the atmosphere of joy and 
cheerful, where people meet to hug one another, and to send their greetings and blessings in the Risen Lord. 
Still, It is Easter day, and in Jerusalem we cannot not celebrate Easter. And in the Gospels, we read, that the event of the 
Resurrection happened during the night, because when the women arrived in the early morning, the resurrection has already 
happened, so Jesus has risen in midst of the night in the darkness. 
This is also my message: there is no darkness, there is no situation, that will not allow us to celebrate the Risen Lord, even 
today, even now in this difficult situation we are living. And Jesus is not waiting for us to be at the right level of faith, he is 
not waiting anything from us, it was a gratuitous gift to us, to come to us as Risen Lord, to transform our wounds, and our 
difficulties to believe. In a way the resurrection is a disobedience, disobedience to mistrust and fear, and we want to obey to 
the Lord, and obey to the light, because we are celebrating the light that came to us, and not the darkness, we do not allow the 
darkness to overcome in our hearts, in our way of thinking, in our attitude, and in our relations, even today, despite 
everything. 
This is my greetings to all, there is no situation that will forever be condemned to be under the shadow of death, nothing! 
Even here! And today we as Christians by faith we say even today that history has been changed, the Risen Lord changed 
history, and we belong to the history that he wrote, and we want to write with him even today, 
Happy Easter to all of you! 

Easter Message 2026 – Archbishop of Westminster 
Dear brothers and sisters, 
As we celebrate this greatest of Feasts, may our words to the world be those of the Risen Jesus: “Peace be with you.” 
Yet, in the present times, peace is a distant hope for so many. Ukraine, Iran, Israel, Lebanon are in our minds, and we must 
not forget the other conflicts that continue across the world and the impact of such situations on the poorest and most 
vulnerable. 
Closer to home, we see examples of tensions in so many of our communities, together with a continuing denial of the gift of 
life. In this context, I would like to offer a word of thanks and encouragement to those peers who, in recent weeks, have 
shown great courage in opposing legislation that threatens the right to life of both the unborn and those approaching the end 
of their lives. Let us come together in supporting the dignity of every person, all of us created by God, at every stage of life. 
Today we rejoice in the Resurrection of the Lord, a joy shared by the many who have been baptised the received into the 
Church this Easter, both in our own Diocese and across the world. We are proud to proclaim with them the Life that Jesus 
has won for us. This is a life that is not only for the world to come, but also for the here and now, lived in the love of God 
who calls us all into being. So, this Easter, may we live out with fresh confidence and faith, as societies and as individuals, 
those first words of Jesus in the Upper Room, after His Rising from the Dead: “Peace be with you.” 

Pope Leo XIV: A pilgrim in Africa 
The Director of the Holy See Press Office, Matteo Bruni, outlined the Apostolic Journey that Pope Leo XIV will undertake 
from 13 to 23 April in Algeria, Cameroon, Angola and Equatorial Guinea. Briefing journalists during a press conference on 
Thursday, he illustrated the visit which spans four countries over eleven days and will include addresses in English, French, 
Portuguese and Spanish. Among the main themes he will address are those of peace, migration, the environment, young 
people and the family. Bruni also highlighted the fact that no special security measures are planned. 
This will be the Pope’s longest journey so far and his first visit to Algeria, as well as the first papal visit in decades to the 
other three countries. The itinerary spans places and contexts marked by cultural and linguistic diversity, as well as social and 
political challenges, including conflict, migration and interreligious coexistence. 
In Algeria, the visit will, of course, include references to the legacy of Saint Augustine and to Christian presence in North 
Africa, alongside dialogue with the Muslim world and the issue of migration. 
In Cameroon, described as “Africa in miniature” because of the variety and richness of its land, traditions, and languages, the 
Pope is expected to address themes related to peace, coexistence, youth and integral human development. 
In Angola, the focus will include the role of young people, natural and human resources, and the impact of corruption and 
colonial history. 
In Equatorial Guinea, attention will be given to culture and education, as well as to the Church’s role in promoting peace in a 
resource-rich region. 
Members of the papal delegation will include representatives of various Dicasteries, along with several Cardinals from 
Africa. As is customary, the Pope is expected to hold an in-flight press conference during his flight back to Rome at the end 
of the journey. 



Pope Leo XIV   
Pope Leo is continuing his catechesis series on the Second Vatican Council and its documents which he is giving at his 
weekly Wednesday General Audience. This is the catechesis that he gave on Wednesday 8th April 

Catechesis. The Documents of Vatican Council II.  
 II. Dogmatic Constitution Lumen gentium.  
7. Holiness and evangelical counsels in the Church  

Brothers and sisters, good morning and welcome! 
We will continue our catecheses on the Documents of the Second Vatican Council, commenting on the Dogmatic Let us 
continue on our path of reflection on the Church as she is presented to us in the Conciliar Constitution Lumen gentium (LG). 
Today we will look at the fourth chapter, which deals with the laity. Let us all remember what Pope Francis liked to repeat: 
“Lay people are, put simply, the vast majority of the people of God. The minority — ordained ministers — are at their 
service” (Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii gaudium, 102). 
This section of the Document seeks to explain, in positive terms, the nature and mission of the laity, after centuries in which 
they had been defined simply as those who are not part of the clergy or the consecrated life. For this reason, I would like to 
revisit with you a very beautiful passage that speaks of the greatness of the Christian condition: “Therefore, the chosen 
People of God is one: ‘one Lord, one faith, one baptism’ (Eph 4:5); sharing a common dignity as members from their 
regeneration in Christ, having the same filial grace and the same vocation to perfection; possessing in common one salvation, 
one hope and one undivided charity” (LG, 32). 
Before any distinction of ministry or state of life, the Council affirms the equality of all the baptized. The Constitution does 
not want us to forget what it had already affirmed in the chapter on the People of God, namely that the condition of the 
messianic people is the dignity and freedom of the children of God (cf. LG, 9). 
Naturally, the greater the gift, the greater the commitment too. For this reason, the Council, along with dignity, also 
emphasizes the mission of the laity in the Church and in the world. But on what is this mission founded, and in what does it 
consist? The very description of the laity offered by the Council tells us: “The term laity is here understood to mean all the 
faithful… [who] are by baptism made one body with Christ and are constituted among the People of God; they are in their 
own way made sharers in the priestly, prophetical, and kingly functions of Christ; and they carry out for their own part the 
mission of the whole Christian people in the Church and in the world” (LG, 31). 
The holy People of God, therefore, is never a formless mass, but the body of Christ, or, as Saint Augustine said, the Christus 
totus; it is a community organically structured by means of the fruitful relationship between the two forms of participation in 
the priesthood of Christ: the common priesthood of the faithful and the ministerial priesthood (cf. LG, 10). By virtue of 
Baptism, the lay faithful participate in the very priesthood of Christ. Indeed, “the supreme and eternal Priest, Christ Jesus, 
since He wills to continue His witness and service also through the laity, vivifies them in this Spirit and increasingly urges 
them on to every good and perfect work” (LG, 34). 
In this regard, how can we fail to recall Saint John Paul II and his Apostolic Exhortation Christifideles Laici (30 December 
1988)? In it, he emphasized that “the Council, with its rich doctrinal, spiritual and pastoral patrimony, has written as never 
before on the nature, dignity, spirituality, mission and responsibility of the lay faithful. And the Council Fathers, re-echoing 
the call of Christ, have summoned all the lay faithful, both women and men, to labour in the vineyard” (no. 2). In this way, 
my venerable Predecessor relaunched the apostolate of the laity, to which the Council dedicated a specific Document, which 
we will talk about later (cf. Second Vatican Ecumenical Council, Decree Apostolicam actuositatem, 18 November 1965). 
The vast field of the lay apostolate is not confined to the Church, but extends to the world. Indeed, the Church is present 
wherever her children profess and bear witness to the Gospel: in the workplace, in civil society and in all human 
relationships, wherever they, through their choices, show the beauty of Christian life, which foretells here and now the justice 
and peace that will be accomplished in the Kingdom of God. The world needs to “be permeated by the spirit of Christ, and 
more effectively fulfil its purpose in justice, charity and peace” (LG, 36). And this is possible only through the contribution, 
service and witness of the laity! 
It is an invitation to be the Church ‘which goes forth’ that Pope Francis spoke to us about: a Church embodied in history, 
always open to mission, in which we are all called to be missionary disciples, apostles of the Gospel, witnesses of the 
Kingdom of God, bearers of the joy of Christ whom we have encountered! 
Brothers and sisters, may the Easter we are preparing to celebrate renew in us the grace to be, like Mary Magdalene, like 
Peter and John, witnesses of the Risen One! 

Urbi et Orbi Message of Pope Leo 
Brothers and sisters, 
Christ is risen! Happy Easter! 
For centuries, the Church has joyfully sung of the event that is the origin and foundation of her faith: “Yes, Christ my hope is 
arisen / Christ indeed from death is risen / Have mercy, victor King, ever reigning” (Easter Sequence). 
Easter is the victory of life over death, of light over darkness, of love over hatred. It is a victory that came at a very high 
price: Christ, the Son of the living God (cf. Mt 16:16), had to die — and die on a cross — after suffering an unjust 
condemnation, being mocked and tortured, and shedding all his blood. As the true immolated Lamb, he took upon himself 
the sin of the world (cf. Jn 1:29; 1 Pet 1:18–19) and thus freed us all — and with us, all creation — from the dominion of 
evil. 
But how was Jesus able to be victorious? What is the strength with which he defeated once and for all the ancient adversary, 
the prince of this world (cf. Jn 12:31)? What is the power with which he rose from the dead, not returning to his former life, 
but entering into eternal life and thus opening in his own flesh the passage from this world to the Father? 
This strength, this power, is God himself for he is Love who creates and generates, Love who is faithful to the end and Love 
who forgives and redeems. 
Christ, our “victorious King,” fought and won his battle through trusting abandonment to the Father’s will, to his plan of 
salvation (cf. Mt 26:42). Thus he walked the path of dialogue to the very end, not in words but in deeds: to find us who were 



lost, he became flesh; to free us who were slaves, he became a slave; to give life to us mortals, he allowed himself to 
be killed on the cross. 
The power with which Christ rose is entirely nonviolent. It is like that of a grain of wheat which, having rotted in the 
earth, grows, breaks through the clods, sprouts, and becomes a golden ear of wheat. It is even more like that of a 
human heart which, wounded by an offense, rejects the instinct for revenge and, filled with compassion, prays for 
the one who has committed the offense. 
Brothers and sisters, this is the true strength that brings peace to humanity, because it fosters respectful relationships 
at every level: among individuals, families, social groups, and nations. It does not seek private interests, but the 
common good; it does not seek to impose its own plan, but to help design and carry out a plan together with others. 
Yes, Christ’s resurrection is the beginning of a new humanity; it is the entrance into the true promised land, where 
justice, freedom, and peace reign, where all recognize one another as brothers and sisters, children of the same 
Father who is Love, Life, and Light. 
Brothers and sisters, through his resurrection, the Lord confronts us even more powerfully with the dramatic reality 
of our freedom. Before the empty tomb, we can be filled with hope and wonder, like the disciples, or with fear like 
the guards and the Pharisees, forced to resort to lies and subterfuge rather than acknowledge that the one who had 
been condemned is truly risen (cf. Mt 28:11–15)! 
In the light of Easter, let us allow ourselves to be amazed by Christ! Let us allow our hearts to be transformed by his 
immense love for us! Let those who have weapons lay them down! Let those who have the power to unleash wars 
choose peace! Not a peace imposed by force, but through dialogue! Not with the desire to dominate others, but to 
encounter them! 
We are growing accustomed to violence, resigning ourselves to it, and becoming indifferent. Indifferent to the 
deaths of thousands of people. Indifferent to the repercussions of hatred and division that conflicts sow. Indifferent 
to the economic and social consequences they produce, which we all feel. There is an ever-increasing “globalization 
of indifference,” to borrow an expression dear to Pope Francis, who one year ago from this loggia addressed his 
final words to the world, reminding us: “What a great thirst for death, for killing, we witness each day in the many 
conflicts raging in different parts of the world!” (Urbi et Orbi Message, 20 April 2025). 
The cross of Christ always reminds us of the suffering and pain that surround death and the agony it entails. We are 
all afraid of death, and out of fear we turn away, preferring not to look. We cannot continue to be indifferent! And 
we cannot resign ourselves to evil! Saint Augustine teaches: “If you fear death, love the resurrection!” (Sermon 124, 
4). Let us too love the resurrection, which reminds us that evil is not the last word, because it has been defeated by 
the Risen One. 
He passed through death to give us life and peace: “I leave you peace; I give you my peace. Not as the world gives 
it, I give it to you” (Jn 14:27). The peace that Jesus gives us is not merely the silence of weapons, but the peace that 
touches and transforms the heart of each one of us! Let us allow ourselves to be transformed by the peace of Christ! 
Let us make heard the cry for peace that springs from our hearts! For this reason, I invite everyone to join me in a 
prayer vigil for peace that we will celebrate here in Saint Peter’s Basilica next Saturday, April 11. 
On this day of celebration, let us abandon every desire for conflict, domination, and power, and implore the Lord to 
grant his peace to a world ravaged by wars and marked by a hatred and indifference that make us feel powerless in 
the face of evil. To the Lord we entrust all hearts that suffer and await the true peace that only he can give. Let us 
entrust ourselves to him and open our hearts to him! He is the only one who makes all things new (cf. Rev 21:5). 
Happy Easter! 

Easter Monday Regina Caeli Message of Pope Leo 
Dear brothers and sisters, Christ is risen! Happy Easter! 
This greeting, filled with wonder and joy, will accompany us throughout this week. As we celebrate the new day the 
Lord has made for us, the liturgy proclaims the entry of all creation into the time of salvation: in the name of Jesus, 
the despair of death is swept away forever. 
Today’s Gospel (Mt 28:8–15) calls us to choose between two accounts: that of the women who encountered the 
risen Lord (vv. 9–11), and that of the guards who were bribed by the leaders of the Sanhedrin (vv. 11–14). The 
former proclaim Christ’s victory over death; the latter assert that death prevails always and in every circumstance. 
According to their version, Jesus has not risen; instead, his body was stolen. From the same fact — the empty tomb 
— two interpretations arise: one a source of new and eternal life, the other of certain and definitive death. 
This contrast invites us to reflect on the value of Christian witness and the integrity of human communication. 
Often, the proclamation of truth is obscured by what we today call “fake news” — lies, insinuations, and unfounded 
accusations. Yet, in the face of such obstacles, the truth does not remain hidden; rather, it comes forth to meet us, 
living and radiant, illuminating even the deepest darkness. Just as he spoke to the women at the tomb, Jesus says to 
us today: “Do not be afraid; go and tell” (v. 10). In this way, he himself becomes the Good News to be witnessed in 
the world. The Passover of the Lord is our Passover — the Passover of all humanity — for this man who died for us 
is the Son of God, who gave his life for us. Just as the risen One, ever living and present, frees the past from a 
destructive end, so the Easter proclamation redeems our future from the tomb. 
Dear friends, how important it is that this Gospel reach, above all, those oppressed by the evil that corrupts history 
and confuses consciences! I think of peoples afflicted by war, of Christians persecuted for their faith, of children 
deprived of an education. To proclaim the Paschal mystery of Christ in both word and deed means to give a new 
voice to hope — a hope otherwise stifled by the hands of the violent. Wherever it is proclaimed, the Good News 
sheds light upon every shadow, in every age. 
With particular affection, in the light of the risen Lord, we remember today Pope Francis, who, on Easter Monday of 
last year, returned to the Lord. As we recall his profound witness of faith and love, let us pray together to the Virgin 
Mary, Seat of Wisdom, that we may become ever more radiant heralds of the truth. 



Lamp Prayer Intentions  

(St Matthew’s)  
Blessed Sacrament   
-----  

Our Lady  

------ 

(St Joseph’s ) 
Blessed Sacrament   

Fr John Warnaby RIP (2nd Anniversary) 

Our Lady 
Joe Dolan RIP 

 

Reflection for Divine Mercy Sunday 
In the year 2000, Pope John Paul II canonized Saint Maria Faustina Kowolska and added the Feast of Divine Mercy to the 
Church’s official calendar. Saint Faustina, who died in 1938, was a member of the Congregation of Sisters of Our Lady of 

Mercy in Krakow, Poland. She came from a simple and poor family of farmers, had only three years of rudimentary 
education, and performed the humblest of tasks in her convent. But she also was a mystic who was privileged to have many 

private revelations from our Lord. In obedience to her superior and spiritual director, she recorded these private revelations 
in six notebooks. Those notebooks are known today under the title: Divine Mercy in My Soul: Diary of Saint Maria Faustina 

Kowalska. The messages contained within her diary present profound communications from God for our day and age. 
Though the messages are many, there are several new ways that God is calling us to a new form of devotion. 

A first way is through meditation on the image of Divine Mercy. Of this, Saint Faustina wrote: 

In the evening, when I was in my cell, I became aware of the Lord Jesus clothed in a white garment. One hand was raised in 
blessing, the other was touching the garment at the breast. From the opening of the garment at the breast there came forth two 
large rays, one red and the other pale. In silence I gazed intently at the Lord; my soul was overwhelmed with fear, but also 
with great joy. After a while Jesus said to me, “paint an image according to the pattern you see, with the inscription: Jesus, I 
trust in You” (#47). 

“The pale ray stands for the Water which makes souls righteous; the red ray stands for the Blood which is the life of souls. 
These two rays issued forth from the depths of My most tender Mercy at that time when My agonizing Heart was opened by 
a lance on the Cross….Fortunate is the one who will dwell in their shelter, for the just hand of God shall not lay hold of 
him” (#299). 

A second way is through our participation in the Solemnity of Divine Mercy: 

“On that day (the 8th day of Easter each year) the very depths of My tender mercy are open. I pour out a whole ocean of 
graces upon those souls who approach the fount of My mercy. The soul that will go to Confession and receive Holy 
Communion shall obtain complete forgiveness of sins and punishment. On that day all the divine floodgates through which 
grace flow are opened. Let no soul fear to draw near to Me, even though its sins be as scarlet. My mercy is so great that no 
mind, be it of man or of angel, will be able to fathom it throughout all eternity” (#699). 

A third way is through the recitation of the Chaplet of Divine Mercy: 

Once, as I was going down the hall to the kitchen, I heard these words in my soul: “Say unceasingly the chaplet that I have 
taught you. Whoever will recite it will receive great mercy at the hour of death. Priests will recommend it to sinners as their 
last hope of salvation. Even if there were a sinner most hardened, if he were to recite this chaplet only once, he would receive 
grace from My infinite mercy. I desire that the whole world know My infinite mercy. I desire to grant unimaginable graces to 
those souls who trust in My mercy” (#687). 

A fourth way is by honoring Jesus’ passion at the 3 o’clock hour: 

At three o’clock, implore My mercy, especially for sinners; and, if only for a brief moment, immerse yourself in My Passion, 
particularly in My abandonment at the moment of agony. This is the hour of great mercy for the whole world. I will allow 
you to enter into My mortal sorrow. In this hour, I will refuse nothing to the soul that makes a request of me in virtue of My 
Passion” (#1320). 

A fifth way is through an apostolic movement to spread the message of Divine Mercy. During her lifetime, Sister Faustina 
believed Jesus was calling her to found a new congregation, but that never materialized. Jesus, nonetheless, spoke to her in 
ways that revealed His desire that this “new congregation” be established. Since a formal religious congregation was never 
founded in her lifetime, we must look to the founding of subsequent congregations and apostolic movements that seek to 
spread the messages of Divine Mercy. God is calling each of us not only to receive His mercy but to spread that mercy to 
others in personal and organized ways. 

Though Saint Faustina died in 1938, we should see the messages in her Diary as messages God especially desires we learn 
and live today. God moves slowly and methodically. He first revealed these messages, then allowed them to be studied by the 
Church for decades, then led Pope John Paul to canonize her and establish the universal Feast of Mercy on the last day of the 
octave of Easter in the year 2000. For these reasons, we should see this as one of the newest and most relevant devotions in 
our lifetimes. 

As we celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday, ponder the profound significance of this new form of devotion for the Church and 
world today. We need God’s abundant Divine Mercy to flow from the gates of Heaven upon us more than ever. Only in 
Heaven will we understand the full depths of God’s Mercy. For now, we must trust all that He has revealed through his 
humble servant Saint Faustina and respond to the requests He has given to us through her. Commit yourself to the various 
ways God has called us to call upon His Mercy and do so with as much vigor and devotion you can offer Him. The following 
is the 3 o’clock prayer Jesus gave to Saint Faustina: 

You expired, Jesus, but the source of life gushed forth for souls, and the ocean of mercy opened up for the whole 
world. O Fount of Life, unfathomable Divine Mercy, envelop the whole world and empty Yourself out upon us.  

Jesus, I trust in You. 



Readings at  Sunday Mass 

First reading                               Acts 2:42-47 
The believers devoted themselves to the Apostles’ teaching 
and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 
And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and 
signs were being done through the Apostles. And all who 
believed were together and had all things in common. And 
they were selling their possessions and belongings and 
distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. And day by 
day, attending the Temple together and breaking bread in 
their homes, they shared their food with glad and generous 
hearts, praising God and having favour with all the people. 
And the Lord added to their number day by day those who 
were being saved. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 Responsorial Psalm       118(117):2-4. 13-15b. 22-24. ℟1 
Give praise to the Lord, for he is good, 
his mercy endures for ever. 

Let the house of Israel say, 
‘His mercy endures for ever.’ 
Let the house of Aaron say, 
‘His mercy endures for ever.’ 
Let those who fear the Lord say, 
‘His mercy endures for ever.’  

Give praise to the Lord, for he is good, 
his mercy endures for ever. 

They pushed me, pushed me hard to knock me down, 
but the Lord was my helper. 
The Lord is my strength and my song; 
he was my saviour. 
There are shouts of joy and salvation 
in the tents of the righteous.  

Give praise to the Lord, for he is good, 
his mercy endures for ever. 

The stone that the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone. 
By the Lord has this been done, 
a marvel in our eyes. 
This is the day the Lord has made; 
let us rejoice in it and be glad.  

Give praise to the Lord, for he is good, 
his mercy endures for ever. 

Second reading                                     1 Peter 1:3-9 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born 
again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, 
undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by 
God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation 
ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you rejoice, 
though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been 
grieved by various trials, so that the tested genuineness of 
your faith — more precious than gold that perishes though it 
is tested by fire — may be found to result in praise and glory 
and honour at the revelation of Jesus Christ. Though you 
have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now 
see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is 
inexpressible and filled with glory, obtaining the outcome of 
your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Sequence 
Christians, to the Paschal Victim 
offer sacrifice and praise. 
The sheep are ransomed by the Lamb; 

and Christ, the undefiled, 
hath sinners to his Father reconciled. 

Death with life contended: 
combat strangely ended! 

Life’s own Champion, slain, 
yet lives to reign. 

Tell us, Mary:  
say what thou didst see  
upon the way. 

The tomb the Living did enclose; 
I saw Christ’s glory as he rose! 

The angels there attesting; 
shroud with grave-clothes resting. 

Christ, my hope, has risen: 
he goes before you into Galilee. 

That Christ is truly risen 
from the dead we know. 
Victorious king, thy mercy show! 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Christ, You believed, Thomas, because you have seen me, 
says the Lord. 
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Gospel                         John 20:19-31 

The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the 
doors being locked where the disciples were for fear of the 
Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, 
‘Peace be with you.’ When he had said this, he showed 
them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad 
when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be 
with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending 
you.’ And when he had said this, he breathed on them and 
said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the 
sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you withhold 
forgiveness from any, it is withheld.’ 

Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not 
with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, 
‘We have seen the Lord’. But he said to them, ‘Unless I see 
in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into 
the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will 
never believe.’ 

Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and 
Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked, 
Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with 
you.’ Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here, and 
see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my 
side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.’ Thomas answered him, 
‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have you 
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who 
have not seen and yet have believed.’ 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the 
disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are 
written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his 
name. 

The Gospel of The Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 



Parish Directory   
Parish Priest: Fr Tom Montgomery Email: tommontgomery@rcdow.org.uk 

Tel: 01923 840736 Emergency: 07576 455450             

Parish Office St Matthew’s 
Cheryl Myring 
Siobhan Hogg 
Tel: 01923 840736 
Email: northwood@rcdow.org.uk 

St Joseph’s 
Linda Grimes 
 
Tel: 020 8428 0088  
Email: carpenderspark@rcdow.org.uk 

Catechetical Team Elvadia Tolputt 
northwoodcat@rcdow.org.uk 

Donna Osborne 
carpenderscatechist@rcdow.org.uk 

Colette Quirk & Elizabeth Scudder 
Email: 
northwoodsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  
northwoodsg2@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  

Awaiting Appointment Parish Safeguarding  
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Or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk  

Please join us in praying for those who are sick and those who have died: 
Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which  

are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.  
For those who are sick: Lourdes D’Silva Torres, James Conradi, Jean Isaac, Anne Paget, Mary Vaughan, Helen Jones, 
Sinead Ceasar, Gilda Kumarathasan, Siobhan Frost, Leslie Caesar, Mary Elizabeth Thomas, Georgette Gornall,   
Ann Archer, Kathleen Lynch, Kathleen Andrews, Harry Nandlal, Dawn Tannian, Phil Carey, Alice Sheppard,   
Brendan Davern, Shay Murray, Joe Dolan, Ruby King, John Wildsmith, Cecil Swampillai, Belinda Plummer,  
Marilyn Theodore, Veronica Savill, Levan Soloman, Patricia Procter,  Philip Wilson, Mary Hyde, King Charles,  
Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Peter Fitzpatrick,  Mark O’Connor, Marie Marron, Carol-Ann Frost, Ada Barker,  
Ron Picardo, Kerry Blackburn, James Wilson, Rafael Pino, Julius Fayiti,  Anna Kelly, Justin, Margaret Downing,  as well as 
others for whom we have been praying together recently.  

For those who have died recently Vlad, Eileen Wildsmith, Audrey Potts, Edeltraud Jaworski, Fr Colin McLean and all who 
have died as a result of violence, war and conflict or natural disaster.  
For those whose anniversary occurs around this time: Maurice Finnerty, Sir Herbert Durkin, Francis Pace-O'Shea,  
Elia Bruncaridi, Mary Gallacher, Fr John Warnaby, William Lyddal, Christopher O'Connor, Mary Ellul, Adrain Sennett, 
Nancy Turner, Joseph McDaid, George Bamber, Bernard McGovern, Bernard McGaleen, Mary Keay, Bernard Reddington, 
Anne Lowe, Harold Archer, Douglas Barrett, James Joseph Messenger, Dennis Brown.   
Pope’s Prayer Intention for April For priests in crisis We pray  for priests going through moments of crisis in their 
vocation, that they may find the accompaniment they need and that communities may support them with understanding and 
prayer.   

Worship this week 
Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to have a Mass intention (or lamp prayer intention) for a particular date. 

   5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Sharon Hare RIP  (St Joseph’s)  

Sunday 12th  9.00am: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Matthew’s) 
DIVINE MERCY 11.15am: Mass - Bill Petch & Syd W est RIP-(Anniv)  (St Joseph’s) 
SUNDAY   2.00pm: Divine Mercy Devotions (St Matthew’s) 
(2nd Sunday of  6.00pm: Mass - Peter Mansie Felix RIP (Anniv) (St Matthew’s) 
Easter)  

Monday 13th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   
Easter Feria   10.00am: Mass - Tony Marano RIP   Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s)  

Tuesday 14th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  09:40 Morning Prayer   
Easter Feria    10.00am: Mass - Fr John Warnaby RIP-(Anniv )  Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s)    

Wednesday 15th  NO PUBLIC MASS  
Easter Feria     

Thursday 16th 6.00pm Exposition of the Bl. Sacrament   

Easter Feria   7.00pm Mass - Maurice & Florence Rodrigo & John Crowle RIP Followed By Rosary  (St Joseph’s)  

Friday 17th   9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   
Easter Feria   10.00am: Mass - Rafael Pino (Birthday Ints)  Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s)   

Saturday 18th 9.45 Morning Prayer  Followed By Rosary  

Easter Feria   10.30am: Mass - Elfreda Jones RIP (Anniv)  (St Matthew’s) 

   11.00am - 11.50am: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions ending with Benediction 

   5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Sean & Lynn Moore RIP (Anniv) (St Joseph’s)  

Sunday 19th  9.00am: Mass - Danielle Larouche RIP (St Matthew’s) 
THIRD SUNDAY 11.15am: Mass - People of the Parishes -(Anniv)  (St Joseph’s) 
OF EASTER  4.30pm: Holy Hour for the Dignity of All Human Life (St Matthew’s) 
   6.00pm: Mass - No Intention Yet (St Matthew’s) 


