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Dear Parishioners 
This week I have found my blood pressure going through the roof, and the cause of it has been Social Media. The thing that 
has annoyed me is people saying Pope Leo should stay out of politics. Although I confess to being a political anorak, I don’t 
often mention politics, but this week has made me feel that I need to write on the subject of politics. The Catholic faith 
cannot ignore or avoid politics because it is concerned with the whole of human life. Catholicism teaches that faith is not 
limited to private belief or personal devotion, but must be lived out in society. Since political decisions shape laws, justice, 
and human well-being, they inevitably raise moral questions. For Catholics, avoiding politics would mean neglecting an 
important part of their responsibility to others. 

At the centre of Catholic teaching is the dignity of the human person. Every individual is created in the image of God and 
deserves protection, justice, and the opportunity to flourish. Yet this dignity is directly affected by political choices—
especially in areas like war, poverty, and human rights. When governments make decisions that impact life and death, they 
are making moral judgments. Because of this, Catholics cannot remain indifferent. Ignoring politics would mean ignoring 
how human dignity is either upheld or violated. 

The teachings of Jesus Christ reinforce this responsibility. Jesus consistently emphasized care for the poor, the vulnerable, 
and the oppressed. He challenged injustice and called for mercy and compassion. While He did not engage in political 
systems in a modern sense, His message had clear social implications. To follow Him means not only living morally as 
individuals, but also caring about the wider conditions that shape human life. 

This connection is further developed through Catholic Social Teaching (CST), which addresses issues such as justice, peace, 
and the common good. These principles require engagement with real-world systems, many of which are political. Politics, 
in this sense, becomes a moral arena where decisions reflect values about right and wrong. Catholics are therefore called to 
bring their conscience into public life, helping to promote justice and human flourishing. 

This responsibility becomes especially urgent in times of war. War represents one of the most serious moral crises, involving 
the loss of life, displacement, and widespread suffering. In the context of the Iran war, the need for moral clarity is even 
greater. This is why Pope Leo XIV must speak out. As the spiritual leader of the Catholic Church, he has a duty to defend 
human dignity, call for peace, and challenge actions that lead to unnecessary suffering. His voice is not political in a partisan 
sense, but moral—aimed at reminding the world of its responsibility to seek justice and avoid violence. 

The importance of such leadership is rooted in tradition. Pope John Paul II spoke strongly against war and consistently 
defended human rights, particularly in times of political conflict. Likewise, Pope Benedict XVI emphasized that political 
decisions must be grounded in moral truth and respect for human dignity. Both made clear that silence in the face of injustice 
is not an option for the Church. 

In this context, criticism of the pope for speaking about war misunderstands the role of the papacy. When figures such as 
Donald Trump and J. D. Vance criticise Pope Leo for addressing the Iran war, they are wrong because they treat his moral 
responsibility as if it were inappropriate political interference. In reality, the pope is not acting as a partisan actor but as a 
global moral voice. The Church does not seek to control governments, but it does have the duty to speak on issues that affect 
human life and dignity. 

To suggest that the pope should remain silent is to misunderstand Catholic teaching itself. The Church has always taught that 
faith must engage with the world, especially in moments of crisis. When lives are at stake, neutrality can become a form of 
indifference. By speaking out, the pope fulfils his role of guiding consciences and calling attention to moral truths that 
transcend political divisions. 

In conclusion, the Catholic faith cannot ignore politics because political decisions shape human life and raise profound moral 
questions. In times of war, this responsibility becomes even more urgent. Pope Leo must speak out not as a political figure, 
but as a moral leader committed to peace and human dignity. Criticism of this role fails to recognise that, in Catholicism, 
faith and public responsibility are inseparable. 

With all my prayers and best wishes 

Fr Tom 

St Joseph’s Church  
111 Oxhey Drive,  

Watford  
WD19 7SW 

Parish Office Hours 
Tuesday, Thursday: 9.30am - 3.30pm 

You can make a 

donation to either  

parish by using the 

appropriate QR code. 



Holy Hour for the Dignity of All Human Life  
The bishops of England and Wlaes are encouraging parishes to stand in solidarity with them by holding local Holy Hours on 
Sunday, 19 April around 4:30pm so Catholics in England and Wales can unite in prayer for the promotion of a culture of life. 
We will hold our Holy Hour in St Matthew’s. Do mark the date in your diary  

Baptism Preparation Evening  
If you wish to have your child baptised, then please come along to the next Baptism Preparation Evening which will be held 
on Thursday 23rd April at 7.45pm in the Fr Bebb Room, Northwood.  

Priest Training Fund – Next Weekend 
On Good Shepherd Sunday, there will be a second collection for the Priest Training Fund. 
This fund plays a crucial role in supporting men who are discerning and preparing for the priesthood. Their formation 
includes academic study, spiritual development, and pastoral training — all of which are essential for their future ministry. 
As we reflect on Christ as the Good Shepherd, we are reminded that He continues to call shepherds for His Church today. 
Please keep our seminarians and those considering this calling in your prayers. 
Next weekend, you will have the opportunity to support this important work. Thank you for your generosity. 

Plant and Cake Sale 
Next Sunday after the 9.00am Mass at St Matthew’s there will be the 200 Club April draw during coffee and there will be 
some plants for sale. It has also been suggested that we  might sell some cakes too. If you would like to bake (or provide) 
some cakes to be sold then please let Julie Shelton know (contact mrsjulieshelton@gmail.com). 

Eileen Wildsmith. 
It is with sadness that we share the news of the death of Eileen Wildsmith. She died peacefully on Easter Tuesday afternoon 
surrounded by her family. Her funeral will be on Tuesday 28th April at 1.00pm in St Matthew’s. We pray for her husband 
John and the rest of the family at this time. May she Rest in Peace.  

Catholic Women's League 
We are a small, happy group of friendly ladies, who meet at St Joseph's Church, on the second Monday of the month at 2pm. 
We are part of the Westminster branch of the CWL. We have tea, biscuits, a raffle and chat about events we are organising 
and participate in  initiatives organised by the  main CWL body. We would welcome any new members to our 
group ,especially those from St Matthew's Church (Welcome to those who joined us this month).  The next meeting is on 
Monday 11th April. (Entrance is using the side door  of the church).  For  more details contact any of the following: 
Ann Farrell  07922 836030, Breda Griffin 07738 363932, Pauline James  07511 668812.   

Good Books 
Our reading selection for our next meeting, at 7 pm on May 13th in the Fr Bebb Room at St Matthew's, is The Spire by 
William Golding. Widely acknowledged to be his masterpiece, it is loosely based on Salisbury Cathedral which boasts the 
tallest spire in England. Join us on our outing there! (See below). New members to the group are always welcome, both in 
person and via WhatsApp (contact mrsjulieshelton@gmail.com). 

Day Trip To Salisbury: Wednesday 20 May 
Our Good Books' choice for May is William Golding's The Spire, which is loosely based on Salisbury Cathedral. To 
complement our reading we are going to see England's tallest spire for ourselves. Do join us! We depart by private coach 
from St Matthew's at 9 am. After tea or coffee on arrival mid-morning we will enjoy a private guided tour of this fabulous 
medieval cathedral. Lunch (soup or sandwich and cake with tea or coffee) will be in the Refectory with wonderful views of 
the spire. After lunch we have booked a private tour of Arundells, a beautiful and historic house within arguably England's 
finest cathedral close, and home to former Prime Minister Sir Edward Heath. Our coach will depart Salisbury at 4.15, aiming 
to arrive back in Northwood around 6 pm. Cost includes coach fare, morning tea/coffee, lunch, and two guided tours as 
above: £80 per person. Reserve your place with the full payment or with a £20 deposit (balance to be paid by 20 April). 
Please book and pay via Siobhan in the St Matthew's Parish Office.  

Opportunity to contribute to the Life of our parishes. 
We are looking for volunteers to read at Mass both on Sundays and Weekday Masses. If you would like to volunteer please 
contact the parish office, who will put you in touch with those who organise our rotas. 
Do you have computer skills? We would like someone to help look after our parish website (and perhaps develop a joint 
website for both of our parishes), If you are interested please speak with Fr Tom to explore possibilities.  
Following on from Fr Tom’s appeal recently, we are looking for people who might join a Buildings and Maintenance 
committee and a Social and fundraising committee. We are also looking for people who would be willing to service on each 
of our Parish Finance Committees.  

Annual Mass of Thanksgiving for the Sacrament of Matrimony at Westminster Cathedral  
This will be celebrated on Saturday 23rd May 2026 at 2:30pm. Archbishop Richard is inviting to this Mass, all couples in the 
Diocese, who are celebrating their 5th 10th, 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th and 60th (and every year over 60) wedding anniversary of 
Catholic marriage in 2026.  If you are celebrating an anniversary, please contact the parish office giving the following 
details: husband and wife’s names, wedding date, full postal address and contact email (or telephone number, if no email). 
Your details will then be forwarded on and you will receive your invite.  

Red Box 2025: Thank You! 
In 2025, St Matthew’s raised £397 through our Red Boxes and donations to Missio and the Mill Hill Missionaries. Thank 
you! Our missionary community here at St Matthew’s is part of a worldwide network of people supporting missionaries 
overseas through prayer and financial assistance. Communities around the world who are being supported by missionaries 
like the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament, who feature on this year’s Red box Thank You Poster (which you can see in the 
porch) rely on your support so they can continue to flourish. Visa Missio.org.uk to find out more. 



John Paul II Football Cup 
Are you a young man aged 18–35 who enjoys a good game of football with fellow faith-filled friends? Join the Youth 
Ministry’s Annual Men’s Football Tournament for the John Paul II Cup on 6 June 2026! For more information email 
youth@rcdow.org.uk or  visit: https://youth.rcdow.org.uk/events/jp2-cup-2026  

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes  
Registration is now open until 30th April. Secure your spot by visiting the registration platform here: https://rcdow.org.uk/
pilgrimages/lourdes/ or  by contacting the Pilgr image Office on 0207 798 9173.  

Pilgrimage to Poland led by Fr Andrew Gallagher  
(28th September – 2nd October 2026) Visiting Krakow, The Salt Mine in Wielickza, Wadowice – the birthplace of Pope 
St John Paul II, The Divine Mercy Basilica in Lagiewniki, and the Marian Shrine in Czestochowa. The pilgrimage also 
includes a visit to Auschwitz-Birkenau remembering those who died during the Holocaust including St Maximilian Kolbe. 
Price: £799 plus flights. For full details please contact rickmansworth@rcdow.org.uk  

Visit of the Relics of St Gerard Majella: 
On Saturday 9th May, the church of Holy Rood, Watford, will host the relics of St Gerard Majella. on their tour around 
England and Wales to celebrate the saint's 300th anniversary. St Gerard was a Redemptorist lay-brother from the South of 
Italy, born in 1726. He died at only 29, but was known as a great wonder-worker even during his lifetime. He's popularly 
invoked as a patron of mothers, particularly expectant mothers, couples trying to conceive, and those looking for work. There 
will be a Mass with Sermon at 11am, with the relics available for private prayer for an hour beforehand, and individual or 
family blessings after the Mass. Come along, and bring your petitions for the mother’s saint.” 

The relics will be visiting other parishes around the diocese including, Immaculate Heart of Mary, Hayes Wednesday 6th 
May (7.00pm Mass) and St John Fisher North Harrow Thursday 7th May (7.00pm Mass). See poster for other locations and 
dates in the diocese. 

Canopy for Corpus Christi 
Last year we were able to borrow a canopy for the Corpus Christi Procession. This year we will be purchasing one for our 
parishes. Mrs Payne at St Joseph’s School has agreed to arranging some fundraising events to help pay for this. Please keep 
an eye on what the school will be doing. We are grateful for St Joseph’s School in opening up the school grounds to enable 
us to celebrate Corpus Christi in such a special way. 

BE AWARE OF EMAIL FRAUDSTERS:  
There is a rise in scam emails targeting our parishioners. These emails impersonate the parish priest, often using a similar 
email name and masking the real email address. They typically request the recipient to purchase Amazon or other gift cards 
as gifts for the priest. Never purchase gift cards as gifts for the parish priest, based on an email request, Fr Tom would 
NEVER send you an email asking for  you to get him an Amazon Gift  Card. Please double check any suspicious email 
by directly contacting the parish office. Please avoid sharing personal or financial information in response to unsolicited 
emails. Recently some parishioners seem to have had emails sent in their name doing the same thing. If the person sending 
the email  claims to not be able to speak and only wants to communicate by email - be suspicious! 

Procession of Our Lady of Willesden  
The May procession will take place on Sunday 10th May at 3pm, and the Preacher will be Fr Nigel Woollen, Parish Priest of 
Our Lady of Victories, Kensington. The intention of the Procession is the Protection of London, and for Peace.  The Shrine 
of Our Lady of Willesden, 1 Nicoll Road, London NW10 9AX  Bakerloo and Overground to W illesden Junction | 
Buses 18, 187, 206, 220, 226, 228, 260, 266 & 487 

Upcoming Celebratory Masses 
Saturday 9th May 
2.00pm  First Holy Communion Mass (St Matthew’s) 
Sunday 10th May  
6.00pm  Confirmation Mass  
  celebrated by Bishop Jim Curry (St Matthew’s) 
Saturday 16th May 
2.00pm  First Holy Communion Mass (St Joseph’s) 
Sunday 17th May 
2.00pm  First Holy Communion Mass (St Joseph’s) 
Sunday 7th June 
11.15am  Mass and Corpus Christi Procession  
  (St Joseph’s) 
Thursday 25th June 
7.00pm  Mass of Thanksgiving for Fr Tom’s  
  10th Anniversary of Ordination (St Joseph’s) 

Disco Bob, 
On Thursday Disco Bob visited the vet for his annual check-up and 
vaccinations. Part of the visit included a weigh in - which was not the best 
result. Since last year he has put on 2kg which might not seem much but has 
gained 8% of his body weight. Fr Tom asks that parishioners refrain from 
giving him treats. Whilst you may only give him one small treat, you 
can be one of a number of people doing the same. Unlike some dogs he 
won’t be worried, as he is more interested in catching sticks and balls than 
food.  



Pope Leo  takes Apostolic Journey    
Pope Leo XIV departed from Rome’s Fiumicino Airport on Monday and began his third and longest-yet Apostolic Journey, 
which will take him to four countries on the African continent: Algeria, Cameroon, Angola, and Equatorial Guinea.   

Apostolic Journey to Algiers  
Homily preached in the Basilica of St Augustine , Annaba 
Dear brothers and sisters, 
The divine Word pervades history and renews it through the human voice of the Savior. 
Today we listen to the Gospel, the Good News for all time, in this Basilica in Annaba 
dedicated to Saint Augustine, Bishop of the ancient city of Hippo. Over the centuries, the 
names of the places that welcome us have changed, but the saints continue to serve as 
our patrons and faithful witnesses of a connection to the land that comes from heaven. It 
is precisely this dynamic that the Lord revealed at night to Nicodemus: this is the 
strength that Christ instills in the weakness of his faith and the tenacity of his search. 
Sent by the Spirit of God, which “you do not know where it comes from or where it goes” (Jn 3:8), Jesus is a special guest 
for Nicodemus. In fact, he calls him to a new life, entrusting to his interlocutor — and to us as well — a surprising task: 
“You must be born from above” (v. 7). Such is the invitation for every man and woman who seeks salvation! Jesus’ 
invitation gives rise to the mission of the whole Church, and consequently to the Christian community in Algeria: to be born 
again from above, that is, from God. In this perspective, faith overcomes earthly hardships and the Lord’s grace makes the 
desert blossom. Yet the beauty of this exhortation also brings with it a challenge, which the Gospel calls us to face together. 
As a matter of fact, Christ’s words contain all the force of a command: you must be born again from above! Such a command 
rings in our ears as a feat that would be impossible. However, when we listen attentively to the one who gives the order, we 
come to understand that this is neither a harsh imposition nor a constraint, and much less a condemnation to failure. On the 
contrary, the obligation expressed by Jesus is a gift of freedom for us, because it reveals an unexpected possibility: we can be 
born anew from above thanks to God. We should do so, then, according to his loving will, which desires to renew humanity 
by calling us to a communion of life that begins with faith. While Christ invites us to renew our lives completely, he also 
gives us the strength to do so. Saint Augustine attests to this well when praying in this way, “Give, O Lord, what you 
command and command what you will” (Confessions, X, 29, 40). 
Therefore, when we ask ourselves how a future of justice, peace, harmony and salvation will be possible, we must remember 
that we are asking God the same question that Nicodemus asked: can our story truly change? We are so weighed down by 
problems, hardships and tribulations! Can we truly start our lives over again? Yes! The Lord’s response, so full of love, fills 
our hearts with hope. No matter how weighed down we are by pain or sin: the crucified One carries all these burdens with us 
and for us. No matter how discouraged we are by our own weaknesses: it is precisely then that God manifests his strength, 
the God who has raised Christ from the dead in order to give life to the world. Each one of us can experience the freedom of 
new life that comes from faith in the Redeemer. Once again, Saint Augustine offers us an example of this: we revere him for 
his conversion even more than for his wisdom. In this rebirth, providentially accompanied by the tears of his mother, Saint 
Monica, he found himself, exclaiming: “I could not therefore exist, could not exist at all, O my God, unless you were in me. 
Or should I not rather say, that I could not exist unless I were in you” (Confessions, I, 2). 
Christians are truly born from above, regenerated by God as brothers and sisters of Jesus, and the Church that nourishes them 
with the sacraments is the welcoming bosom for all peoples. As we have just heard, the Acts of the Apostles bears witness to 
this by describing the lifestyle that characterizes humanity when it has been renewed by the Holy Spirit (cf. Acts 4:32-37). 
Even today, we must embrace this apostolic rule and put it into practice, meditating on it as an authentic criterion for 
ecclesial reform: a reform that must begin in the heart, if it is to be genuine, and must encompass everyone if it is to be 
effective. 
First, “the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul” (v. 32). This spiritual unity is a concordia: a word 
that signifies well the communion of hearts that beat as one because they are united with the heart of Christ. The early 
Church, therefore, was not based on a social contract, but rather on the harmony of faith, affections, ideas and life decisions 
centered on the love of God who became man to save all the peoples of the earth. 
Second, let us admire the tangible effects of the spiritual unity among believers: “everything they owned was held in 
common” (v. 32). Everyone has everything, sharing in one another’s goods as members of a single body. No one is deprived 
of anything, because everyone shares what they have. Since possession can be transformed into gift, this fraternal dedication 
does not represent a utopia. Only hearts divided against one another and souls consumed by greed believe that it is. On the 
contrary, faith in the one God, Lord of heaven and earth, unites people according to perfect justice, which calls everyone to 
charity — that is, to love every creature with the love that God gives us in Christ. Therefore, in the face of poverty and 
oppression, the guiding principle above all for Christians is charity: let us do to those around us, as we would have them do 
to us (cf. Mt 7:12). Inspired by this law, inscribed in our hearts by God, the Church is continually reborn, for where there is 
despair she kindles hope, where there is misery she brings dignity, and where there is conflict she brings reconciliation. 
Third, the passage from Acts shows us the foundation of this new life, which embraces peoples of every language and 
culture: “With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon 
them all” (v. 33). The charity that motivates them is more than a moral commitment; it is a sign of salvation: the Apostles 
proclaim that our lives can change because Christ has risen from the dead. The primary task of pastors as ministers of the 
Gospel is therefore to bear witness to God before the world with one heart and one soul, not permitting our concerns to lead 
us astray through fear, nor trends to undermine us through compromise. Together with you, brothers in the Episcopate and 
the Priesthood, let us constantly renew this mission for the sake of those entrusted to us, so that through her service, the 
whole Church may be a message of new life for those we encounter. 
Dearest Christians of Algeria, you remain a humble and faithful sign of Christ’s love in this land. Bear witness to the Gospel 
through simple gestures, genuine relationships and a dialogue lived out day by day: in this way, you bring flavor and light to 
the places where you live. Your presence in this country is like incense: a glowing grain that spreads fragrance because it 
gives glory to the Lord and joy and comfort to so many brothers and sisters. This incense is a small, precious element that 



does not draw attention to itself, but invites us to turn our hearts to God, encouraging one another to persevere amid the 
difficulties of the present time. From the thurible of our hearts may there rise praise, blessing and supplication, spreading the 
sweet fragrance (cf. Eph 5:2) of mercy, almsgiving, and forgiveness. Your history is one of generous hospitality and 
resilience in times of trial. Here the martyrs prayed; here Saint Augustine loved his flock, fervently seeking the truth and 
serving Christ with ardent faith. Be heirs to this tradition, bearing witness through fraternal charity to the freedom of those 
born from above as a hope of salvation for the world. 
 
Apostolic Journey to Cameroon  
Homily preached at Mass in Yaoundé-Ville Airport  
Dear brothers and sisters, peace be with you! It is the peace of Christ, whose 
presence illuminates our path and calms life’s storms. 
We celebrate this Holy Mass at the conclusion of my visit in Cameroon, and I am 
very grateful for how you have welcomed me and for the moments of joy and 
faith which we have experienced together. 
As we heard in the Gospel, faith does not spare us from tumult and tribulations. 
At times, it can seem that fear has the upper hand. However, we know that even 
in these moments, Jesus does not abandon us, just like he did not abandon the 
disciples on the Sea of Galilee. 
Three of the four evangelists recount the episode proclaimed today, each in their own way, with a message suited for their 
intended audience. Saint Mark (cf. 6:45-52) narrates that the Lord comes to the disciples while they are struggling to row 
against the strong wind, which ceases as soon as Jesus climbs into the boat with them. Saint Matthew (cf. 14:22-33) adds a 
detail: Peter wants to go to the Lord by walking on the waves. Once he steps out of the boat, however, he lets himself be 
overcome by fear and he begins to sink. Christ takes him by the hand, saves him and rebukes him for his incredulity. 
In Saint John’s version, which was proclaimed today (cf. 6:16-21), the Savior draws near to the disciples walking on the 
water and says: “It is I; do not be afraid” (v. 20). The evangelist emphasizes that “it was now dark” (v. 17). According to 
Jewish tradition, “water” with its depth and mystery, often calls to mind the netherworld, chaos, danger and death. Together 
with darkness, it evokes the forces of evil, which human beings by their own power are not able to dominate. At the same 
time, however, by remembering the miracles wrought in the exodus, water is understood as a place of passage, a crossing 
through which God powerfully frees his people from slavery. 
Throughout the ages, the Church has navigated many storms and “strong winds.” We too can identify with the feelings of 
fear and doubt experienced by the disciples while crossing the lake of Tiberias. Such is our experience in moments when we 
seem to be sinking, overcome by adverse forces, when everything appears bleak and we feel alone and weak. But it is not so. 
Jesus is with us always, stronger than any power of evil. In every storm, he comes to us and repeats: “I am here with you: do 
not be afraid.” This is why we can get up again after every fall, not allowing ourselves to be stopped by any tempest. Rather 
we go forward always with courage and trust. And it is thanks to him that, as Pope Francis said, so many “men and women… 
who honor our people, who honor our Church… are strong in carrying forward their lives, their family, their work, their 
faith” (Catechesis, 14 May 2014, 2). 
Jesus draws near to us. He does not immediately calm the storm, but comes to us in the midst of the danger, and invites us, in 
our joys and sorrows, to remain together with him, like the disciples, in the same boat. He invites us not to distance ourselves 
from those who suffer, but to draw near to them, to embrace them. No one must be left alone to confront life’s adversities. 
For this reason, every community has the obligation to create and sustain structures of solidarity and mutual aid in which, 
when faced with crises –– be they social, political, medical or economic –– everyone can give and receive assistance 
according to their own capacity and needs. The words of Jesus, “it is I,” remind us that in a society founded on respect for 
human dignity, everyone’s contribution is valued as important and unique, regardless of the status or position that each one 
has in the eyes of the world. 
The exhortation “do not be afraid,” then, takes on a broader meaning, even at a social and political level, as an 
encouragement to confront problems and challenges - particularly those associated with poverty and justice - together, with a 
sense of civic and civil responsibility. Faith does not separate the spiritual from the social. Indeed, it gives Christians the 
strength to interact with the world, responding to the needs of others, especially the weakest. The isolated efforts of 
individuals are not enough for the salvation of a community: instead, what is needed is a communal commitment, which 
integrates the spiritual and moral dimensions of the Gospel in the heart of local institutions and structures, making them 
instruments for the common good, and not places of conflict, self-interest or sterile struggles. 
Today’s first reading (cf. Acts 6:1-7) speaks about this. In this passage, we see how the Church confronts its first crisis 
concerning growth. The rapid increase in the number of disciples (v. 1) brings new challenges for the community in the 
exercise of charity, which the Apostles are no longer able to carry out by themselves. Some are overlooked in the distribution 
of food, and for this reason the grumbling grows and a sense of injustice threatens unity. Daily service to the poor was an 
essential practice in the early Church, meant to support the weakest, particularly widows and orphans. However, it was 
necessary to balance this service with the other compelling needs to preach and teach. A solution was not simple. The 
Apostles, then, gathered together and shared their concerns, discussing the matters in light of Jesus’ teaching. They united 
themselves in prayer in order to overcome the obstacles and misunderstandings that at first sight seemed insurmountable. 
Thus, they gave life to something new, choosing men of “good standing, full of the Spirit and of wisdom” (v. 3) and 
appointing them, through the laying on of hands, to acts of service with a spiritual mission. Listening to the voice of the Holy 
Spirit and being attentive to the cry of the suffering, they not only avoided division within the community, but they also 
equipped it with new instruments suitable to its growth, transforming a moment of crisis into an occasion of enrichment and 
development for everyone. 
At times, family and societal life require the courage to change mindsets and structures, so that the dignity of the human 
person may always remain the primary focus and so that inequality and marginalization may be overcome. After all, God 
who became man identified himself with the least, and this makes the preferential care for the poor a fundamental part of our 



Lamp Prayer Intentions  

(St Matthew’s)  
Blessed Sacrament   
Monty Montgomery RIP (Anniv) 

Our Lady  

Pope Leo on his Apostolic Journey in Africa 

(St Joseph’s ) 
Blessed Sacrament   

Pope Francis RIP (Anniv) 

Our Lady 
The Bishops of England and Wales meeting in Rome 

Regina Caeli 
V. O Queen of Heaven, rejoice, alleluia: 
R. For he whom you did merit to bear, alleluia, 

V. Has risen, as he said, alleluia. 
R. Pray for us to God, alleluia. 

V. Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia. 
R. For the Lord has risen indeed, alleluia. 

God our Father, you give joy to the world by the resurrection of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Through the prayers of his 
mother, the Virgin Mary, bring us to the happiness of eternal life. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

Christian identity (cf. Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium, 198; Apostolic Exhortation Dilexi Te, 16-17). 
Brothers and sisters, today we say farewell to each other. Each one returns to his or her occupation and the ship that is the 
Church continues on its course towards the final goal, thanks to the grace of God and the commitment of every person. Let us 
keep the memory of the beautiful moments that we have experienced together alive in our hearts. Even in the midst of 
difficulties, let us continue to make space for Jesus, allowing him to enlighten and renew us every day by his presence. The 
Church in Cameroon is alive, young, blessed with gifts and enthusiasm, energetic in its variety and magnificent in its 
harmony. With the help of the Virgin Mary, our Mother, may your joyful presence continue to blossom. And may the strong 
winds, which are never lacking in life, be an occasion for growth in the joyful service of God and your brothers and sisters 
through sharing, listening, praying and the desire to grow together. 

Archbishop of Westminster supports Pope’s unstinting calls for peace and reconciliation 
Archbishop Richard Moth, Archbishop of Westminster, has offered his support and prayers to Pope Leo as the Holy Father 
arrived in Algeria on the first stage of his ten-day visit to Africa. 
“We pray for Pope Leo XIV as he starts his Apostolic Journey in Africa,” said Archbishop Moth. “We continue to support 
his unstinting calls for peace and reconciliation across all areas of conflict.” 
The Archbishop also stressed that we should combat indifference in the face of war and suffering: 
“In my Easter message I said, ‘Humanity is marked, scarred, by warfare and injustice – often instigated by greed and 
misguided power – bringing harm and death to so many and often the most vulnerable’. We must never become indifferent to 
war, violence and suffering. 
“We pray for peace, justice and reconciliation across the world and we pray for the Holy Father.” 
Speaking to journalists on the plane to Algiers, a tradition on papal flights, Pope Leo answered questions about the 
statements US President Donald Trump made about him on the Truth Social network. Vatican News reported: 
“The Pope stressed that he does ‘not see my role as that of a politician. I am not a politician, and I do not want to enter into a 
debate with him.’ Moreover, he continued, ‘I do not think the message of the Gospel should be abused as some are doing. I 
continue to speak strongly against war, seeking to promote peace, dialogue, and multilateralism among states to find 
solutions to problems. Too many people are suffering today, too many innocent lives have been lost, and I believe someone 
must stand up and say there is a better way’.” 

Prayer for The Pope 
V.  Let us pray for Leo XIV, our Pope. 

R. May the Lord preserve him, and give him life,  
and make him blessed upon the earth,  
and deliver him not up to the will of his enemies. 

 Our Father. Hail Mary. 

 O God, shepherd and ruler of all the faithful, 
look favourably on your servant Leo XIV, 
whom you have set at the head of your Church as her shepherd; 
grant, we pray, that by word and example 

 he may be of service to those over whom he presides 
so that, together with the flock entrusted to his care, 
he may come to everlasting life. 

 Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. Amen. 



Readings at  Sunday Mass 

First reading                         Acts 2:14, 22-33 
On the day of Pentecost Peter, standing with the Eleven, 
lifted up his voice and addressed the crowd: ‘Men of Judea 
and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, 
and give ear to my words. Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested 
to you by God with mighty works and wonders and signs 
that God did through him in your midst — as you yourselves 
know — this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite 
plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by 
the hands of lawless men. God raised him up, loosing the 
pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be 
held by it. 

‘For David says concerning him, “I saw the Lord always 
before me, for he is at my right hand that I may not be 
shaken; therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue 
rejoiced; my flesh also will dwell in hope. For you will not 
abandon my soul to Hades, or let your Holy One see 
corruption. You have made known to me the paths of life; 
you will make me full of gladness with your presence.” 

‘Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the 
patriarch David that he both died and was buried, and his 
tomb is with us to this day. Being therefore a prophet, and 
knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that he 
would set one of his descendants on his throne, he foresaw 
and spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that he was 
not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption. 
This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. 
Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having 
received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he 
has poured out this which you yourselves are seeing and 
hearing.’ 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 Responsorial Psalm       16(15):1-2a, 5. 7-8. 9-10. 11. ℟1 
O Lord, you will show me the path of life 

Preserve me, O God, for in you I take refuge. 
I say to the Lord, ‘You are my Lord.’ 
O Lord, it is you who are my portion and cup; 
you yourself who secure my lot.  

O Lord, you will show me the path of life. 

I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel, 
who even at night directs my heart. 
I keep the Lord before me always; 
with him at my right hand, I shall not be moved.  

O Lord, you will show me the path of life. 

And so, my heart rejoices, my soul is glad;  
even my flesh shall rest in hope. 
For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol, 
nor let your holy one see corruption.  

O Lord, you will show me the path of life. 

You will show me the path of life, 
the fullness of joy in your presence, 
at your right hand, bliss for ever.  

O Lord, you will show me the path of life. 

Second reading                                    Peter 1:17-21 
Beloved: If you call on him as Father who judges impartially 
according to each one’s deeds, conduct yourselves with fear 
throughout the time of your exile, knowing that you were 
ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your 
forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, 
but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb 
without blemish or spot. He was foreknown before the 
foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last 

times for the sake of you who through him are believers in 
God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so 
that your faith and hope are in God. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Lord Jesus, open the Scriptures to us; 
make our hearts burn within us when you speak to us. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Gospel                         Luke 24:13-35 

The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

On the first day of the week, two of the disciples of Jesus 
were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven miles 
from Jerusalem, and they were talking with each other about 
all these things that had happened. While they were talking 
and discussing together, Jesus himself drew near and went 
with them. But their eyes were kept from recognising him. 
And he said to them, ‘What is this conversation that you are 
holding with each other as you walk?’ And they stood still, 
looking sad. Then one of them, named Cleopas, answered 
him, ‘Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who does not 
know the things that have happened there in these days?’ 
And he said to them, ‘What things?’ And they said to him, 
‘Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was a prophet 
mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, and 
how our chief priests and rulers delivered him up to be 
condemned to death, and crucified him. But we had hoped 
that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all 
this, it is now the third day since these things happened. 
Moreover, some women of our company amazed us. They 
were at the tomb early in the morning, and when they did 
not find his body, they came back saying that they had even 
seen a vision of angels, who said that he was alive. Some of 
those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just 
as the women had said, but him they did not see.’ And he 
said to them, ‘O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe 
all that the prophets have spoken! Was it not necessary that 
the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his 
glory?’ And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he 
interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things 
concerning himself. 

So they drew near to the village to which they were going. 
He acted as if he were going farther, but they urged him 
strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us, for it is towards evening and 
the day is now far spent.’ So he went in to stay with them. 
When he was at table with them, he took the bread, and 
blessed, and broke it, and gave it to them. And their eyes 
were opened, and they recognised him. And he vanished 
from their sight. They said to each other, ‘Did not our hearts 
burn within us while he talked to us on the road, while he 
opened to us the Scriptures?’ And they rose that same hour 
and returned to Jerusalem. And they found the Eleven and 
those who were with them gathered together, saying, ‘The 
Lord has risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!’ Then 
they told what had happened on the road, and how he was 
known to them in the breaking of the bread. 

The Gospel of The Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 



Parish Directory   
Parish Priest: Fr Tom Montgomery Email: tommontgomery@rcdow.org.uk 

Tel: 01923 840736 Emergency: 07576 455450             
Deacon: Rev Hervé Boisson Email: herveboisson@rcdow.org.uk 

Parish Office St Matthew’s 
Cheryl Myring 
Siobhan Hogg 
Tel: 01923 840736 
Email: northwood@rcdow.org.uk 

St Joseph’s 
Linda Grimes 
 
Tel: 020 8428 0088  
Email: carpenderspark@rcdow.org.uk 

Catechetical Team Elvadia Tolputt 
northwoodcat@rcdow.org.uk 

Donna Osborne 
carpenderscatechist@rcdow.org.uk 

Colette Quirk & Elizabeth Scudder 
Email: 
northwoodsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  
northwoodsg2@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  

Awaiting Appointment Parish Safeguarding  
Representatives  

Or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk  

Please join us in praying for those who are sick and those who have died: 
Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which  

are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.  
For those who are sick: Lourdes D’Silva Torres, James Conradi, Jean Isaac, Anne Paget, Mary Vaughan, Helen Jones, 
Sinead Ceasar, Gilda Kumarathasan, Siobhan Frost, Leslie Caesar, Mary Elizabeth Thomas, Georgette Gornall,   
Ann Archer, Kathleen Lynch, Kathleen Andrews, Harry Nandlal, Dawn Tannian, Phil Carey, Alice Sheppard,   
Brendan Davern, Shay Murray, Joe Dolan, Ruby King, John Wildsmith, Cecil Swampillai, Belinda Plummer,  
Marilyn Theodore, Veronica Savill, Levan Soloman, Patricia Procter,  Philip Wilson, Mary Hyde, King Charles,  
Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Peter Fitzpatrick,  Mark O’Connor, Marie Marron, Carol-Ann Frost, Ada Barker,  
Ron Picardo, Kerry Blackburn, James Wilson, Rafael Pino, Julius Fayiti,  Anna Kelly, Justin, Margaret Downing,  as well as 
others for whom we have been praying together recently.  

For those who have died recently Vlad, Eileen Wildsmith, Audrey Potts, Edeltraud Jaworski, Fr Colin McLean and all who 
have died as a result of violence, war and conflict or natural disaster.  
For those whose anniversary occurs around this time: Douglas Barrett, James Joseph Messenger, Dennis Brown,  
Danielle Larouche, Ray Robinson, Annie Sewell, Daisy Richmond, Nora O’Halloran, Abraham Swampillai, Beatrice Cook, 
Yolanta Smith, Pope Francis, Joseph Rossi, Dennis Smith, Monty Montgomery, Davide Carotenuto, Margaret Byrne,  
David White, James O’Halloran, Mary Walsh.   
Pope’s Prayer Intention for April For priests in crisis We pray  for priests going through moments of crisis in their 
vocation, that they may find the accompaniment they need and that communities may support them with understanding and 
prayer.   

Worship this week 
Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to have a Mass intention (or lamp prayer intention) for a particular date. 

   5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Sean & Lynn Moore RIP (Anniv) (St Joseph’s)  

Sunday 19th  9.00am: Mass - Danielle Larouche RIP (St Matthew’s) 
THIRD SUNDAY 11.15am: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Joseph’s) 
OF EASTER  4.30pm: Holy Hour for the Dignity of All Human Life (St Matthew’s) 
   6.00pm: Mass - Eileen Wildsmith RIP (St Matthew’s) 

Monday 20th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   
Easter Feria   10.00am: Mass - Angela Bottero RIP (Anniv) Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s)  

Tuesday 21st 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  09:40 Morning Prayer   
S Anselm    10.00am: Mass - Maurice & Florence Rodrigo & John Crowle RIP Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s) 
   

Wednesday 22nd  NO PUBLIC MASS  
Easter Feria     

Thursday 23rd 6.00pm Exposition of the Bl. Sacrament   

S George   7.00pm Mass - Thomas Nagle (Intentions) Followed By Rosary  (St Joseph’s)  

Friday 24th   9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   
SS Erkenwald &  10.00am: Mass - Monty Montgomery RIP (Anniv) Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s)   
Mellitus 

Saturday 25th 9.45 Morning Prayer  Followed By Rosary  

S Mark   10.30am: Mass - Audrey Potts RIP (St Matthew’s) 

   11.00am - 11.50am: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions ending with Benediction 

   5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Eamonn O’Brien (Intentions) (St Joseph’s)  

Sunday 26th  9.00am: Mass - Ruth Crovella (Thanksgiving) (St Matthew’s) 
FOURTH SUNDAY11.15am: Mass - Anne Bangs RIP (St Joseph’s) 
OF EASTER  6.00pm: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Matthew’s) 


