On this Fourth Sunday of Easter, often known as Good Shepherd Sunday, the Church invites us to reflect in a particular way
on Christ who says, “I am the good shepherd.” In the Gospel of John, Jesus presents himself as the one who knows his
sheep, calls them by name, and lays down his life for them. It is a deeply personal image: the Lord who guides, protects, and
leads his people with love.
It is no coincidence that this Sunday is also the World Day of Prayer for Vocations. The image of the Good Shepherd helps
us understand what a vocation truly is. Before it is about what we do, it is about a relationship—hearing the voice of Christ
and choosing to follow it. Every vocation begins with that moment of recognition: the quiet awareness that the Lord is
calling me by name.
When we pray for vocations on this day, we are asking that more people will hear that voice of the Good Shepherd and have
the courage to follow where he leads. In a special way, we pray for those called to the priesthood and religious life, who are
asked to reflect Christ the Shepherd in the midst of his people. A priest is called to shepherd a parish in Christ’s name, to
feed his flock with the Eucharist, to seek out the lost, and to care for those in need. Religious men and women, through their
lives of prayer and service, become visible signs of Christ’s love and faithfulness.
Earlier this week a Franciscan Friar I know posed the question “Does praying for more vocations mean God is being stingy
with vocations” Of course the answer was no. But I replied, Praying for vocations means taking a risk. W hat about praying
for your son to be a priest or your son or daughter to be a religious? Make prayer grounded and real not vague or pie in the
sky! Praying for vocations isn't about asking God to call people. It's about people hearing!
So this day is not only about “others.” The voice of the Good Shepherd is addressed to each one of us. Praying for vocations
means creating a culture in which that voice can be heard—within our families, our schools, and our parish. It means
encouraging young people not simply to ask, “What do I want to do with my life?” but “What is God calling me to be?” It
means speaking positively about vocations and supporting those who are discerning their path.
Above all, Good Shepherd Sunday reminds us that the Church is never abandoned. Christ continues to guide his flock, and
he continues to call shepherds after his own heart. Our prayer is an act of trust that his voice is still speaking in the world
today, and that, if we listen carefully, it will be heard.
This Sunday, Archbishop Richard has written a Pastoral Letter where he calls the faithful to pray for vocations to the
priesthood, giving thanks for priests and supporting those in formation. He emphasises that priesthood is a joyful life of
service rooted in Christ and centred on the Eucharist, the “source and summit” of the Church’s life. Echoing Pope Leo, he
highlights the importance of prayer and silence in discerning God’s call, encouraging parishes to promote Eucharistic
Adoration and the Rosary for vocations. He reminds us that vocations often arise quietly through everyday witness and
invites those who sense God’s call to listen, trust, and respond generously.
As we celebrate this Sunday, we entrust ourselves and our parishes to the care of the Good Shepherd. May we be attentive to
his voice, generous in our response, and faithful in praying that many will follow him with open and willing hearts.

With all my prayers and best wishes

Fr Tom
Regina Caeli

V. O Queen of Heaven, rejoice, alleluia:

R. For he whom you did merit to bear, alleluia,

V. Has risen, as he said, alleluia.

R. Pray for us to God, alleluia.

V. Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia.

R. For the Lord has risen indeed, alleluia.

God our Father, you give joy to the world by the resurrection of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Through the prayers of his
mother, the Virgin Mary, bring us to the happiness of eternal life. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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Today, on Good Shepherd Sunday, there is a second collection for the Priest Training Fund. This fund supports the formation
of men who are responding to God’s call to serve as priests in our diocese. Their journey involves years of preparation —
human, spiritual, and pastoral — equipping them to serve parish communities in the years ahead.

Your support helps make this formation possible. It is a direct way of strengthening the life of the Church and ensuring that
future generations will continue to receive the sacraments and pastoral care. If you are able, please give generously in today’s
collection. You may also donate via redow.org.uk/PriestTrainingFund

Please also continue to pray for vocations and for those currently in formation.

Archbishop Richard is asking the whole diocese to pray for vocations to the priesthood. We know that it is from amongst his
people that God calls his shepherds, and so, between Good Shepherd Sunday and Pentecost, we will dedicate one of our
periods of Exposition each week as a Holy Hour devoted to the following intentions:

Week One (Tuesday 28th April, 9.00am in St Joseph'’s)

Pray for men to be open to God's call to the priesthood.

Week Two (Sunday 3rd May, 8.00pm in St Matthew’s)

Pray for those currently discerning the priesthood.

Week Three (Thursday 14th May, 6pm in St Joseph'’s)

Pray for seminarians in their formation.

Week Four (Friday 22nd May, 9.00am in St Matthew’s)

Pray for your parish's priests and all clergy serving in the diocese

On Sunday after the 9.00am Mass at St Matthew’s there will be the 200 Club April draw during coffee and there will be
some plants and cakes for sale. Do come and have a cuppa and a chat.

Registration is now open until 30th April. Secure your spot by visiting the registration platform here: https://rcdow.org.uk/
pilgrimages/lourdes/ or by contacting the Pilgrimage Office on 0207 798 9173.

On Saturday 9th May, the church of Holy Rood, Watford, will host the relics of St Gerard Majella. on their tour around
England and Wales to celebrate the saint's 300th anniversary. St Gerard was a Redemptorist lay-brother from the South of
Italy, born in 1726. He died at only 29, but was known as a great wonder-worker even during his lifetime. He's popularly
invoked as a patron of mothers, particularly expectant mothers, couples trying to conceive, and those looking for work. There
will be a Mass with Sermon at 11am, with the relics available for private prayer for an hour beforehand, and individual or
family blessings after the Mass. Come along, and bring your petitions for the mother’s saint.”

The relics will be visiting other parishes around the diocese including, Immaculate Heart of Mary, Hayes Wednesday 6th
May (7.00pm Mass) and St John Fisher North Harrow Thursday 7th May (7.00pm Mass). See poster for other locations and
dates in the diocese.

The May procession will take place on Sunday 10th May at 3pm, and the Preacher will be Fr Nigel Woollen, Parish Priest of
Our Lady of Victories, Kensington. The intention of the Procession is the Protection of London, and for Peace. The Shrine
of Our Lady of Willesden, 1 Nicoll Road, London NW10 9AX Bakerloo and Overground to Willesden Junction |
Buses 18, 187, 206, 220, 226, 228, 260, 266 & 487

We are a small, happy group of friendly ladies, who meet at St Joseph's Church, on the second Monday of the month at 2pm.
We are part of the Westminster branch of the CWL. We have tea, biscuits, a raffle and chat about events we are organising
and participate in initiatives organised by the main CWL body. We would welcome any new members to our
group ,especially those from St Matthew's Church (Welcome to those who joined us this month). The next meeting is on
Monday 11th May. (Entrance is using the side door of the church). For more details contact any of the following:
Ann Farrell 07922 836030, Breda Griffin 07738 363932, Pauline James 07511 668812.

Our reading selection for our next meeting, at 7 pm on May 13th in the Fr Bebb Room at St Matthew's, is The Spire by
William Golding. Widely acknowledged to be his masterpiece, it is loosely based on Salisbury Cathedral which boasts the
tallest spire in England. Join us on our outing there! (See below). New members to the group are always welcome, both in
person and via WhatsApp (contact mrsjulieshelton@gmail.com).

Our Good Books' choice for May is William Golding's The Spire, which is loosely based on Salisbury Cathedral. To
complement our reading we are going to see England's tallest spire for ourselves. Do join us! We depart by private coach
from St Matthew's at 9 am. After tea or coffee on arrival mid-morning we will enjoy a private guided tour of this fabulous
medieval cathedral. Lunch (soup or sandwich and cake with tea or coffee) will be in the Refectory with wonderful views of
the spire. After lunch we have booked a private tour of Arundells, a beautiful and historic house within arguably England's
finest cathedral close, and home to former Prime Minister Sir Edward Heath. Our coach will depart Salisbury at 4.15, aiming
to arrive back in Northwood around 6 pm. Cost includes coach fare, morning tea/coffee, lunch, and two guided tours as
above: £80 per person. If you would like to go on a waiting list in case a place becomes available please contact Siobhan in
the St Matthew's Parish Office.



This will be celebrated on Saturday 23rd May 2026 at 2:30pm. Archbishop Richard is inviting to this Mass, all couples in the
Diocese, who are celebrating their 5th 10th, 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th and 60th (and every year over 60) wedding anniversary of
Catholic marriage in 2026. If you are celebrating an anniversary, please contact the parish office giving the following
details: husband and wife’s names, wedding date, full postal address and contact email (or telephone number, if no email).
Your details will then be forwarded on and you will receive your invite.

(28th September — 2nd October 2026) Visiting Krakow, The Salt Mine in Wielickza, Wadowice — the birthplace of Pope
St John Paul II, The Divine Mercy Basilica in Lagiewniki, and the Marian Shrine in Czestochowa. The pilgrimage also
includes a visit to Auschwitz-Birkenau remembering those who died during the Holocaust including St Maximilian Kolbe.
Price: £799 plus flights. For full details please contact rickmansworth@rcdow.org.uk

Last year we were able to borrow a canopy for the Corpus Christi Procession. This year we will be purchasing one for our
parishes. Mrs Payne at St Joseph’s School has agreed to arranging some fundraising events to help pay for this. Please keep
an eye on what the school will be doing. We are grateful for St Joseph’s School in opening up the school grounds to enable
us to celebrate Corpus Christi in such a special way.

. . : SarcomaUK
Your support of our Event held last Sunday morning, has enabled to raise around £500. This amount The bore & soft tissue
will be donated to Sarcoma Uk, our chosen charity. cancer charity

Our special thanks must go to the people who ran our two ‘service stations’ . Their presence enabled

us to order and receive our hot drinks in an organised manner. Their quiet commitment provided us with the confidence that
we needed to manage the task ahead.

Our morning started with some of us feeling a little anxious. Pep talks were promptly delivered to make us feel better
followed by food and drink to those who were too nervous to have breakfast! We need not have felt so anxious because as
soon as mass had finished we were very quickly directed towards the doors to greet our guests. We had anticipated that this
might be tricky, but goodwill amongst those waiting and with our table plans clutched tightly to our clipboards, we found
ourselves checking people in and directing the queue towards the hall.

After a few minutes Father Tom came swiftly into the mix to say Grace. It was unfortunate that he could not stay as mass as
St. Joseph’s 11.15, was beckoning, However Father Tim saved the day and provided the priestly presence that gave the
morning a more spiritual vibe. Thankyou Father Tim!

The atmosphere in the hall was one of expectation as us candidates set to serve the tables. How would we fair? Would there
be any mishaps? How would we cope should that happen? Quiet prayers were offered to the Lord, to keep us all mobile!

A warm welcome was then given by Arthur,( one of us!). Orders were taken and drinks were served. Then came the main
event!!, the croissant breakfast! Freshly baked in the early hours, these delicious croissants did not disappoint. Concerns
about their size and how they could possibly be eaten, were quickly forgotten as knives cut through the finely baked flaky
exterior to expose the inside soft, airy and buttery interior. The Port Salut (you either liked or did not like), and the little pots
of jam (most people liked), provided suitable savoury and sweet pairings.

For many of us, this was our first encounter serving food and we found that everyone was very thoughtful and appreciative of
our service. It was really good to meet so many people in the Parish Community. The mood in the hall was pleasant with
lots of chatting and laughing . This social setting enabled our Parents to chat to other Parents and to people in other groups
such as the R.C.A and The First Holy Communion group.

We hope that you enjoyed the morning and we thank you from the bottom of our hearts for providing the support that was
crucial to our cause.

What started off as a thought developed into a plan and then with all your help we were able to pull off this wonderful event.
We truly have enjoyed meeting you all and know that your prayers and good wishes are with us as we move towards the final
stages of our programme and to the Sacrament of Confirmation that of which we will receive on the 10th May. May God
bless you. o\
The Confirmation Candidates and Team (Class of 2026)

Recently Disco Bob visited the vet for his annual check-up and vaccinations. Part of the visit
included a weigh in - which was not the best result. Since last year he has put on 2kg which
might not seem much but has gained 8% of his body weight. Fr Tom asks that parishioners
refrain from giving him treats. Whilst you may only give him one small treat, you can be
one of a number of people doing the same. Unlike some dogs he won’t be worried, as he is
more interested in catching sticks and balls than food.
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Pope Leo X1V Continued his third and longest-yet Apostolic
Journey, which took him to four countries on the African
continent: Algeria, Cameroon, Angola, and Equatorial Guinea.

Apostolic Journey to Angola

Homily preached in Luanda's suburb of Kilamba N
Dear brothers and sisters,

I celebrate the Eucharist here among you with a grateful heart.

Thanks be to God for this gift, and thank you for your warm

welcome!

On this third Sunday of Easter, the Lord has spoken to us

through the Gospel about the disciples on the road to Emmaus

(cf. Lk 24:13-35). Let us allow ourselves to be illuminated by

this word of life. /
Two of the Lord’s disciples, with broken and sad hearts, set out

from Jerusalem to return to the village of Emmaus. They had seen the death of Jesus, whom they had faithfully followed.
They were returning home disappointed and disheartened. On the road, they were “talking with each other about all these
things that had happened” (Lk 24:14). They were compelled to speak of it, to recount once more what they had seen and to
share what they had experienced. In doing so, however, they risked becoming prisoners of their grief and closed off to hope.
Brothers and sisters, in this opening scene of the Gospel, I see a reflection of the history of Angola, of this beautiful yet
wounded country, which hungers and thirsts for hope, peace and fraternity. Indeed, the conversation along the road between
the two disciples, who reflected with sorrow on what had happened to their Master, brings to mind the pain that has marked
your country: a long civil war with its aftermath of enmities and divisions, of squandered resources and poverty.

When one is long immersed in a history so characterized by pain, one can risk losing hope and remaining paralyzed by
discouragement, just like the two disciples. Indeed, they were walking, yet they remained fixated on the events of three days
earlier when they saw the death of Jesus. They conversed with each other, but without hope of a solution. They continued to
speak of what had happened, with the weariness of those who do not know how to start afresh or whether it is even possible
to do so.

Dear friends, the Good News of the Lord, even for us today, is precisely this: he is alive, he has risen, and he walks beside us
as we journey along the path of suffering and bitterness, opening our eyes so that we may recognize his work and granting us
the grace to start afresh and rebuild the future.

The Lord walks alongside the two disappointed disciples, who are running out of hope. As their travelling companion, he
helps them to piece together the fragments of that story, to look beyond their pain, to discover that they are not alone on the
journey and that a future, still inhabited by the God of love, awaits them. When he stops to dine with them, sits at the table
and breaks the bread, then “their eyes were opened and they recognized him” (Lk 24:31).

Here, too, is the path laid out for us, for you, dear Angolan brothers and sisters, to begin anew. On the one hand, there is the
certainty that the Lord accompanies us and has compassion on us, and on the other, the commitment that he asks from us.

We experience the Lord’s companionship above all in our relationship with him, in prayer, in listening to his word that sets
our hearts ablaze like it did to the hearts of the two disciples. This takes place especially in the celebration of the Eucharist. It
is here that we encounter God. For this reason, we must always be vigilant regarding those forms of traditional religiosity
that certainly belong to the roots of your culture, but at the same time risk confusing and mixing magical and superstitious
elements that do not aid your spiritual journey. Remain faithful to what the Church teaches, trust your pastors, and keep your
gaze fixed on Jesus, who reveals himself in the word and in the Eucharist. In both we experience that the risen Lord walks
beside us and, united to him, we too overcome the “deaths” that besiege us and live as those who have “risen.”

This certainty that we are not alone on the journey includes a generous commitment on our part to sooth wounds and rekindle
hope. Indeed, if the two disciples on the road to Emmaus recognized Jesus in the breaking of the bread, this means that we
too must recognize him in this way: not only in the Eucharist, but wherever there is a life that becomes like broken bread,
wherever someone offers himself or herself as a gift of compassion like him.

The history of your country, the ongoing difficult consequences you endure, the social and economic problems and the
various forms of poverty call for the presence of a Church that knows how to walk alongside you and how to heed the cry of
its children. A Church that, with the light of the word and the nourishment of the Eucharist, knows how to rekindle lost hope.
A Church made up of people like you who give of themselves just as Jesus gave of himself in the breaking of the bread for
the two disciples on the road to Emmaus. Angola needs bishops, priests, missionaries, men and women religious, and lay
people who carry in their hearts the desire to “break” their own lives and give them to others, to commit themselves to
mutual love and forgiveness, to build spaces of fraternity and peace, and to perform acts of compassion and solidarity
towards those most in need.

Through the grace of the risen Christ, we can become like this broken bread that transforms reality. Just as the Eucharist
reminds us that we are one body and one spirit, united to the one Lord, so it is possible to build together a country where old
divisions are overcome once and for all, where hatred and violence disappear, and where the scourge of corruption is healed
by a new culture of justice and sharing. Only in this way will a promising future be possible, especially for the many young
people who have lost hope.

Brothers and sisters, today we need to look to the future with hope and to build the hope of the future. Do not be afraid to do
so! The risen Jesus, who walks the path with you and breaks himself as bread for you, encourages you to be witnesses of his
Resurrection and protagonists of a new humanity and a new society.

On this journey, dear friends, you can count on the Pope’s closeness and prayers! But I too know I can count on you, and I
thank you! I entrust you to the protection and intercession of the Virgin Mary, Our Lady of Muxima, that she may always
sustain you in faith, hope and charity.




Apostolic Journey to Cameroon

Address of Pope Leo to young people and families gathered at the Bata Stadium
Dear young people, dear families, peace be with you! 4
Who is afraid of the rain? Who wants God’s blessing? Thank you for being here; we are going  g&
to continue celebrating! The Church needs your enthusiasm! v 5
Dear brothers and sisters, with great joy I greet you today, and I thank the Bishop for his words. R
I thank all of you for your warm welcome and for your enthusiasm, which expresses the joy of your faith.
His Excellency described Equatorial Guinea as a country that is “young, full of energy, questions and a thirst for life,” and at
the same time eager to make Christ its light. These words echo the motto of this journey: Christ, light of Equatorial Guinea,
toward a future of hope. However, his words are confirmed by your very presence! The brightest light here is the one that
shines in your eyes, on your faces, in your smiles and through your songs and dances. Everything bears witness that Christ is
the joy, meaning, inspiration and beauty of our lives.

Your nation, Equatorial Guinea, is rich in history and traditions. We saw this just a moment ago in the dances, costumes and
symbols that each group used to express its identity, making our time together even more touching and meaningful. You have
brought simple, everyday objects — a stick, a net, the model of an island, a boat, a musical instrument — that speak of your
lives and of the ancient and noble values that sustain them, such as service, unity, hospitality, trust and celebration. This is
the radiant and arduous heritage that you, dear young people, are called to embrace in faith, as the foundation of your future
and of this land. The future is yours!

Saint John Paul II recalled these values upon his arrival in this country when he encountered such a vibrant and dynamic
Church. He said to the faithful who had gathered to welcome him: “Always set an example of harmony among yourselves, of
mutual love, of the capacity for reconciliation, of genuine respect for the rights of every citizen, every family and every
social group. Respect and promote the dignity of all people in your country, as human beings and as children of
God” (Address upon Arrival in Equatorial Guinea, Malabo, 18 February 1982). These words continue to guide our hearts
today and should illuminate your path as you prepare for the responsibilities that await you in the future.

In this regard, Alicia spoke to us about the importance of being faithful to one’s duties and of contributing to the good of the
family and society through daily work. She shared with us her dream of a land “where young people, men and women, do not
seek easy success, but choose the culture of effort, discipline and hard work — a land where this is valued.” She said that
being Christian means not only participating in the Eucharistic celebration, but also working with dignity and treating
everyone with respect. She also spoke about the challenges women face in the workplace. Her words invite us to reflect on
the importance of productive, committed effort and on the need always to uphold the dignity of every human being.

Francisco Martin confirmed this, though from the perspective of a vocation to the priesthood. He has given us a glimpse into
the beautiful reality of so many young people who give themselves totally to God for the salvation of their brothers and
sisters. He did not hide how difficult it was for him to find the courage to say “yes,” his fiat, “yes Lord;” yet through his
words, we can all understand that entrusting oneself to God’s will brings joy and profound serenity. A life given to God is
one of happiness, but it must be renewed each day through prayer, the sacraments and time spent with the brothers and sisters
whom the Lord places along our path. In the communion of hearts and in acts of kindness toward those in need, the miracles
of charity are continually renewed. So, if you feel that Christ is calling you to follow him in a path of special consecration —
as priests, religious sisters, religious brothers, or catechists — do not be afraid to follow in his footsteps. As he himself
promised, and I also wish to say emphatically to you here today — you will receive “a hundredfold and ... eternal
life” (Mt 19:29).

Dear friends, you have come to this gathering with your families. They are the fertile soil in which your human and Christian
growth, like a young and delicate tree, sinks its roots. For this reason, | want to invite everyone to thank the Lord together for
the gift of your loved ones. As Purificacion and Jaime Antonio have suggested, entrust yourselves to the Lord, so that your
families may grow in unity and welcome life as a gift to be cherished and nurtured, as we journey toward the Lord, the Lord
who is “the way, and the truth and the life” (Jn 14:6). Many of you are preparing for the sacrament of Holy Matrimony.
Being spouses and parents is an exciting mission — a covenant to be lived day by day. Within this covenant, you will
continually rediscover one another as you cooperate with God in the miracle of life and in building happiness for yourselves
and for your children. Be prepared to embrace this calling as a journey of true love that grows in freedom; as a journey of
hope, born from the knowledge that God will never abandon you; and as journey of holiness, in which you always seek the
good and happiness of others.

I warmly thank Victor Antonio for sharing his story with such sincerity and courage. His words help us to grasp even more
deeply the value of what we have been reflecting on. His testimony may unsettle us, but it does not discourage us. Rather, it
invites us to build a better world — one founded on respect for burgeoning life and on a sense of responsibility toward
children and the most vulnerable among us. Victor Antonio has reminded us that welcoming life requires love, commitment
and care. These words, spoken by a young person, should lead us to reflect seriously on the importance of protecting and
safeguarding the family and the values learned within it. Let us cultivate, live and bear witness to these values, even when it
requires sacrifice, or when judgments, prejudices and stereotypes seem to diminish their worth, as Jaime Antonio and
Purificacion said. A family that knows how to welcome and love becomes a source of light and warmth. In this regard, Pope
Francis left us some beautiful words to describe the family. He said: “The father and mother, a couple with their personal
story of love... the couple that loves and begets life is a true, living icon... capable of revealing God the Creator and
Saviour” (Apostolic Exhortation Amoris Laetitia, 9, 11).

Dear young people, parents and all who are present, let us be inspired by the beauty of love; let us become witnesses to the
love that Jesus has left us and taught us! Let us show every day that it is beautiful to love — that the greatest joys, in every
situation, come from knowing how to give and from giving of ourselves, especially when we reach out to those most in need.
The light of charity, nurtured in our homes and lived out in faith, can truly transform the world — even its structures and
institutions — so that every person is respected and no one is forgotten (cf. Francis, Message for World Food Day, 14
October 2022). Sisters and brothers, let us together make this a firm resolution, a joyful commitment, so that the crucified
and risen Christ — the light of Equatorial Guinea, of Africa and of the whole world — may guide us all toward a future filled
with hope. Christ, the light of Equatorial Guinea!




The Bishops of England and Wales have elected Archbishop Richard Moth, Archbishop of Westminster, as President of the
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales. He succeeds Cardinal Vincent Nichols, his predecessor in Westminster,
who served as President from April 2009.

Archbishop Moth said:

“It’s a real privilege to be in this position and [ really pray that, with my brother bishops, I’ll be able to serve the Catholic
Church in England and Wales.

“We look at the challenges in the world around us and that very often shapes our priorities. But it’s not just about being
reactive, it’s about having a real consciousness that the Gospel message is an eternal message, the fact of God’s love for us
all, that’s something that’s unchanging, and it’s about bringing that message into the world.

“For me, ‘mission’ is very much a priority: a mission grounded in prayer and our celebration of the liturgy, and a mission
that enables us to bring the light of the Gospel and the peace of Christ to the world in which we live.”

Archbishop John Sherrington, Archbishop of Liverpool, was elected by the Bishops to replace Archbishop Moth as Chair of
the Bishops’ Conference Department for Social Justice.

The Bishops held a one-day plenary assembly on Saturday, 18 April, followed by a week of ongoing formation that
concluded on Thursday, 23 April. The gathering took place at Convento Palazzola, the Venerable English College’s villa and
retreat house just outside Rome. The English College is a seminary that prepares men for the priesthood.

The Catholic Bishops' of England and Wales issued this statement as a sign of solidarity with the Holy Father, asking for

Catholics to pray with them for an enduring peace with justice in the world’s conflict zones.

“We stand in solidarity with the Holy Father in his sustained
witness and unshakeable commitment to the Gospel of Peace.
“We embrace our responsibility to act as bridge-builders and
peacemakers and call upon the faithful, whom we serve in the
dioceses of England and Wales, to join us in redoubling our
prayers and advocacy for peace and justice.

“We pray that the leaders of all peoples at war open their minds
and hearts to the dialogue and encounter necessary to attain a
peace which disarms and endures.

“Hope is central to our Christian faith. In Eastertide, we are
reminded that we are called to build a future sustained by the
Risen Christ. As Pope Leo said in Equatorial Guinea: ‘There is
hunger for a future imbued with hope that is capable of
engendering a new sense of justice and producing fruits of
peace and fraternity. This is not an unknown future that we must

Prayer for Peace of Pope Saint John XXIII

Lord Jesus Christ,

who are called the Prince of Peace,

who are yourself our peace and reconciliation,
who so often said,

“Peace to you,”

grant us peace.

Make all men and women witnesses of truth,
justice, and brotherly love.

Banish from their hearts whatever might endanger peace.
Enlighten our rulers that they may guarantee
and defend the great gift of peace.

May all peoples of the earth

become as brothers and sisters.

passively await, but rather one that we ourselves are called to
build with God’s grace’.” (Homily of His Holiness Pope Leo
XIV, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception
(Mongomo), Wednesday, 22 April 2026.)

May longed-for peace blossom forth
and reign always over us all. Amen

As the Committee Stage of the Terminally Il (Adults) End of Life Bill is concluded in the House of Lords, I wish to express
gratitude to all those Parliamentarians who have worked tirelessly to preserve the dignity of every human life and ensure that
end-of life care remains rooted in compassion and respect until the natural end of life. In both principle and practice, along
with many other experts and professionals, Catholics and others have opposed this deeply flawed Bill. I am also deeply
thankful to all who have supported Parliamentarians in so many ways, including lobbying, with work, or prayer and writing
to parliamentarians.

These debates have once again drawn attention to the profound needs of vulnerable people at the end of life. True
compassion is never about hastening death, but about accompanying one another with care, love and hope until their natural
end. We are grateful to all who have contributed to this discussion, which has underlined the urgent need for improved access
to high-quality palliative care.

We hope that Parliament will focus on ensuring that compassionate end-of-life care is available for all. Catholic hospices and
care homes are a true beacon, and I commend the work of all those who work in any way to accompany and care for people
towards the end of their life.

As Pope Leo XVI said: “Our world struggles to find value in human life, even in its last hour: may the Spirit of the Lord
enlighten our minds, so that we know how to defend the intrinsic dignity of every human person.”

I encourage all people of goodwill to continue praying for those in government, that they may be guided by wisdom and a
renewed commitment to building a culture of life.

Our Lady, Health of the Sick, pray for us.

Archbishop John Sherrington
Lead Bishop for Life Issues and Archbishop of Liverpool



God our Father,

You give us the Sacraments as signs

and instruments of your love and mercy.

Draw from amongst your disciples

men who are willing to serve your Church generously
as priests in the Diocese of Westminster,

to minister to your people and to proclaim the Gospel to all.
Send your Spirit to guide and strengthen them,

to be their companion on the journey,

as they discern your will for their lives.

This prayer we make through Christ our Lord. Amen

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate Pray for us
St John Southworth Pray for us

Let us pray for Leo XIV, our Pope.

May the Lord preserve him, and give him life,

and make him blessed upon the earth,

and deliver him not up to the will of his enemies.

Our Father. Hail Mary.

O God, shepherd and ruler of all the faithful,

look favourably on your servant Leo XIV,

whom you have set at the head of your Church as her shepherd;
grant, we pray, that by word and example

he may be of service to those over whom he presides

so that, together with the flock entrusted to his care,

he may come to everlasting life.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Readings at Sunday Mass

First reading Acts 2:14a, 36-41

On the day of Pentecost Peter, standing with the Eleven,
lifted up his voice and addressed the crowd: ‘Let all the
house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made
him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.’
Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and
said to Peter and the rest of the Apostles, ‘Brothers, what
shall we do?” And Peter said to them, ‘Repent and be
baptised, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for
the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of
the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you and for your
children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the
Lord our God calls to himself.” And with many other words
he bore witness and continued to exhort them, saying, ‘Save
yourselves from this crooked generation.” So those who
received his word were baptised, and there were added that
day about three thousand souls.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm 23(22):1-3a. 3b-4. 5. 6. R1

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.
The Lord is my shepherd;

there is nothing I shall want.

Fresh and green are the pastures

where he gives me repose.

Near restful waters he leads me;

he revives my soul.

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.
He guides me along the right path,

for the sake of his name.

Though I should walk in the valley of the shadow of death,
no evil would I fear, for you are with me.

Your crook and your staff will give me comfort.

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.
You have prepared a table before me

in the sight of my foes.

My head you have anointed with oil;

my cup is overflowing.

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me

all the days of my life.

In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell

for length of days unending.

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

Second reading Peter 2:20b-25

Beloved: If when you do good and suffer for it you endure,
this is a gracious thing in the sight of God. For to this you
have been called, because Christ also suffered for you,
leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his
steps. He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his
mouth. When he was reviled, he did not revile in return;
when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued
entrusting himself to him who judges justly. He himself
bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to
sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been
healed. For you were straying like sheep, but have now
returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

I am the good shepherd, says the Lord.

I know my sheep and my own know me.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

At that time: Jesus said, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, he who
does not enter the sheepfold by the door but climbs in by
another way, that man is a thief and a robber. But he who
enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. To him the
gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his
own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has
brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep
follow him, for they know his voice. A stranger they will
not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not
know the voice of strangers.” This figure of speech Jesus
used with them, but they did not understand what he was
saying to them.

John 10:1-10

So Jesus again said to them, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, [ am
the door of the sheep. All who came before me are thieves
and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the
door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go
in and out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal
and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and
have it abundantly.’

The Gospel of The Lord
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.



Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which
are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.
Lourdes D’Silva Torres, James Conradi, Jean Isaac, Anne Paget, Mary Vaughan, Helen Jones,
Sinead Ceasar, Gilda Kumarathasan, Siobhan Frost, Leslie Caesar, Mary Elizabeth Thomas, Georgette Gornall,
Ann Archer, Kathleen Lynch, Kathleen Andrews, Harry Nandlal, Dawn Tannian, Phil Carey, Alice Sheppard,
Brendan Davern, Shay Murray, Joe Dolan, Ruby King, John Waildsmith, Cecil Swampillai, Belinda Plummer,
Marilyn Theodore, Veronica Savill, Levan Soloman, Patricia Procter, Philip Wilson, Mary Hyde, King Charles,
Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Peter Fitzpatrick, Mark O’Connor, Marie Marron, Carol-Ann Frost, Ada Barker,
Ron Picardo, Kerry Blackburn, James Wilson, Rafael Pino, Julius Fayiti, Anna Kelly, Justin, Margaret Downing, as well as
others for whom we have been praying together recently.
Vlad, Eileen Wildsmith, Audrey Potts, Edeltraud Jaworski, Fr Colin McLean and all who
have died as a result of violence, war and conflict or natural disaster.
David White, James O’Halloran, Mary Walsh, Ernest Miles,
Rita Tibbles, Richard Hardcastle, Joseph Aleyne, Maureen Smith, Stanley Rushowski, Hilda Lucas, Peter Conroy,
Stephen Usherwood, James O'Connor.
For priests in crisis We pray for priests going through moments of crisis in their
vocation, that they may find the accompaniment they need and that communities may support them with understanding and
prayer.

That everyone may have food, We pray that everyone, from large producers to small
consumers, be committed to avoid wasting food and to ensure that everyone has access to quality food.

5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s)
6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Eamonn O’Brien (Intentions) (St Joseph’s)
Sunday 26th 9.00am: Mass - Ruth Crovella (Thanksgiving) (St Matthew’s)
11.15am: Mass - Anne Bangs RIP (St Joseph’s)
6.00pm: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Matthew’s)
Monday 27th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament09:40 Morning Prayer
10.00am: Mass - No intention yet Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s)
Tuesday 28th 9.00am Holy Hour for Vocations (Intention - Pray for men to be open to God's call to the priesthood).
Concluding with 09:40 Morning Prayer
10.00am: Mass - Laura Bunting RIP Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s)
1.00pm: Funeral Mass of Eileen Wildsmith RIP (St Matthew’s)
Wednesday 29th NO PUBLIC MASS

Thursday 30th 7.00pm Mass - Bridget Kelly RIP Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s)

Friday Ist 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament09:40 Morning Prayer
10.00am: Mass - Vince Thapermall RIP Followed By Rosary (St Matthew'’s)
Saturday 2nd 9.45 Morning Prayer Followed By Rosary
10.30am: Mass - Monica Scudder RIP (Anniv) (St Matthew’s)
11.00am - 11.50am: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions ending with Benediction
5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s)
6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - People of the Parishes (St Joseph’s)
Sunday 3rd 9.00am: Mass - Audrey Potts RIP (St Matthew’s)
11.15am: Mass - Henry Percy Keemer RIP (Anniv) (St Joseph'’s)
6.00pm: Mass - Martin Duggan RIP (St Matthew’s)
8.00pm: Holy Hour for Vocations (Intention - Pray for those currently discerning the priesthood. )
concluding with Night Prayer (St Matthew’s)

Parish Directory

Parish Priest: Fr Tom Montgomery Email: tommontgomery@rcdow.org.uk
Tel- 01923 840736 Emergency: 07576 455450
Deacon: Rev Hervé Boisson Email: herveboisson@rcdow.org.uk

Parish Office St Matthew’s St Joseph’s

Cheryl Myring Linda Grimes

Siobhan o§§

Tel: 01923 840736 Tel: 020 8428 0088

Email: northwood@rcdow.org.uk Email: carpenderspark@rcdow.org.uk
Cafechefical Team Elvadia Tolputt Donna Osborne

northwoodcat@rcdow.org.uk carpenderscatechist@rcdow.org.uk
Parish Safeguarding Colette Quirk & Elizabeth Scudder Awaiting Appointment
Representatives Email:

northwoodsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk

Or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk



