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Dear Parishioners 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! Today we celebrate the most joyful and 
central mystery of our faith: the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. After the sorrow and silence of Good Friday, and the 
stillness of Holy Saturday, the light of Easter morning breaks 
forth with hope, life, and victory. The tomb is empty. Death has 
been defeated. Love has triumphed. 

The Gospel tells us that the women went to the tomb at dawn, 
carrying spices to anoint the body of Jesus. Their hearts were 
heavy with grief, their hopes seemingly lost. Yet what they found 
was something beyond all expectation—the stone rolled away 
and the message proclaimed: “He is not here; he has risen.” In 
that moment, everything changed. Sorrow was turned into joy, 
fear into courage, and despair into hope. 

This same transformation is offered to each one of us. Easter is 
not just a past event to remember; it is a present reality to live. 
The risen Christ meets us where we are—in our struggles, our 
doubts, and even in our failures—and invites us into new life. 
Whatever burdens we carry today, Easter reminds us that they do 
not have the final word. God’s grace is greater. His love is 
stronger. His mercy is endless. 

Through our baptism, we share in this mystery of death and 
resurrection. We are called to die to sin and rise to new life in 
Christ. This is not always easy. It requires trust, surrender, and a 
willingness to let go of what holds us back. But the promise of 
Easter assures us that new life is always possible. No situation is 
beyond redemption. No heart is beyond healing. 

As a parish community, we are also called to be witnesses of the 
Resurrection. Our faith is not meant to be kept to ourselves but 
shared through our words and actions. In a world often marked 
by division, anxiety, and uncertainty, we are called to be people 
of hope. A simple act of kindness, a word of encouragement, a 
gesture of forgiveness—these can become powerful signs of the 
risen Christ among us. 

Let us also remember that Easter is not just one day, but a season—a time to continue rejoicing in the victory of Christ and to 
deepen our faith. The “Alleluia” we sing today is meant to echo in our lives in the days ahead. May it shape the way we live, 
the way we love, and the way we serve. 

As we celebrate this holy day, may we open our hearts anew to the presence of the risen Lord. May He fill us with His 
peace, renew our hope, and strengthen our faith. And may we go forth from this celebration as joyful witnesses to the truth 
that Christ is alive. 

Wishing you and your loved ones a blessed and joyful Easter. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

With all my prayers and best wishes 

Fr Tom 

St Joseph’s Church  
111 Oxhey Drive,  

Watford  
WD19 7SW 

Parish Office Hours 
Tuesday, Thursday: 9.30am - 3.30pm 

You can make a 

donation to either  

parish by using the 

appropriate QR code. 



Thank You 
A huge thank you to all who have taken part in our Holy Week Liturgies. They could not have happened without a huge team 
of people. Thank you to those who worked behind the scenes preparing both churches, those who helped lead the worship, 
the servers, readers and the musicians. A particular thank you needs to go to our extremely talented organist Isabella - who 
not only makes the organ come alive, but she is also a talented composer - and she composed the psalms that we sang over 
the Triduum. 

Easter Offerings  
The offerings given at the Easter Masses go to the parish to contribute to the cost of priestly ministry in our parishes. It does 
not go directly to Fr Tom. There are Easter offering envelopes available and any offering put in these will also be classed as 
an Easter Offering (as will any of the loose collection at the Easter Masses).  

Good Books 
On April 8th at 7 pm in the Fr Bebb Room (St Matthew's) we shall be discussing Mansfield Park by Jane Austen, one of her 
less familiar novels. All are welcome but if you cannot attend, you are also welcome to join our WhatsApp group - just email 
mrsjulieshelton@gmail.com with your  details. 

Catholic Women's League 
We are a small, happy group of friendly ladies, who meet at St Joseph's Church, on the second Monday of the month at 2pm. 
We are part of the Westminster branch of the CWL. We have tea, biscuits, a raffle and chat about events we are organising 
and participate in  initiatives organised by the  main CWL body. We would welcome any new members to our 
group ,especially those from St Matthew's Church (Welcome to those who joined us this month).  The next meeting is on 
Monday 13th April. (Entrance is using the side door  of the church).  For  more details contact any of the following: 
Ann Farrell  07922 836030, Breda Griffin 07738 363932, Pauline James  07511 668812.   

Confirmation Group Big Breakfast 
The Confirmation Group are planning to organise a Breakfast in aid of their chosen charity.  This will take place in the 
Church Hall on Sunday 19th April after the 9.00 am.  Advertising will follow. Please mark this date in your diary and help 
them to fulfil their Lenten promise of Almsgiving, to a very worthy cause. 

Holy Hour for the Dignity of All Human Life  
The bishops of England and Wlaes are encouraging parishes to stand in solidarity with them by holding local Holy Hours on 
Sunday, 19 April around 4:30pm so Catholics in England and Wales can unite in prayer for the promotion of a culture of life. 
We will hold our Holy Hour in St Matthew’s. Do mark the date in your diary  

Day Trip To Salisbury: Wednesday 20 May 
Our Good Books' choice for May is William Golding's The Spire, which is loosely based on Salisbury Cathedral. To 
complement our reading we are going to see England's tallest spire for ourselves. Do join us! We depart by private coach 
from St Matthew's at 9 am. After tea or coffee on arrival mid-morning we will enjoy a private guided tour of this fabulous 
medieval cathedral. Lunch (soup or sandwich and cake with tea or coffee) will be in the Refectory with wonderful views of 
the spire. After lunch we have booked a private tour of Arundells, a beautiful and historic house within arguably England's 
finest cathedral close, and home to former Prime Minister Sir Edward Heath. Our coach will depart Salisbury at 4.15, aiming 
to arrive back in Northwood around 6 pm. Cost includes coach fare, morning tea/coffee, lunch, and two guided tours as 
above: £80 per person. Reserve your place with the full payment or with a £20 deposit (balance to be paid by 20 April). 
Please book and pay via Siobhan in the St Matthew's Parish Office.  

Opportunity to contribute to the Life of our parishes. 
We are looking for volunteers to read at Mass both on Sundays and Weekday Masses. If you would like to volunteer please 
contact the parish office, who will put you in touch with those who organise our rotas. 
Do you have computer skills? We would like someone to help look after our parish website (and perhaps develop a joint 
website for both of our parishes), If you are interested please speak with Fr Tom to explore possibilities.  
Following on from Fr Tom’s appeal recently, we are looking for people who might join a Buildings and Maintenance 
committee and a Social and fundraising committee.   

Annual Mass of Thanksgiving for the Sacrament of Matrimony at Westminster Cathedral  
This will be celebrated on Saturday 23rd May 2026 at 2:30pm. Archbishop Richard is inviting to this Mass, all couples in the 
Diocese, who are celebrating their 5th 10th, 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th and 60th (and every year over 60) wedding anniversary of 
Catholic marriage in 2026.  If you are celebrating an anniversary, please contact the parish office giving the following 
details: husband and wife’s names, wedding date, full postal address and contact email (or telephone number, if no email). 
Your details will then be forwarded on and you will receive your invite. Please give your details to the Parish Office. 

John Paul II Football Cup 
Are you a young man aged 18–35 who enjoys a good game of football with fellow faith-filled friends? Join the Youth 
Ministry’s Annual Men’s Football Tournament for the John Paul II Cup on 6 June 2026! For more information email 
youth@rcdow.org.uk or  visit: https://youth.rcdow.org.uk/events/jp2-cup-2026  

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes  
Registration is now open until 30th April. Secure your spot by visiting the registration platform here: https://rcdow.org.uk/
pilgrimages/lourdes/ or  by contacting the Pilgr image Office on 0207 798 9173.  

Pilgrimage to Poland led by Fr Andrew Gallagher  
(28th September – 2nd October 2026) Visiting Krakow, The Salt Mine in Wielickza, Wadowice – the birthplace of Pope 
St John Paul II, The Divine Mercy Basilica in Lagiewniki, and the Marian Shrine in Czestochowa. The pilgrimage also 
includes a visit to Auschwitz-Birkenau remembering those who died during the Holocaust including St Maximilian Kolbe. 
Price: £799 plus flights. For full details please contact rickmansworth@rcdow.org.uk  



Parish Directory   
Parish Priest: Fr Tom Montgomery Email: tommontgomery@rcdow.org.uk 

Tel: 01923 840736 Emergency: 07576 455450             
Deacon: Rev Hervé Boisson Email: herveboisson@rcdow.org.uk 

Parish Office St Matthew’s 
Cheryl Myring 
Siobhan Hogg 
Tel: 01923 840736 
Email: northwood@rcdow.org.uk 

St Joseph’s 
Linda Grimes 
 
Tel: 020 8428 0088  
Email: carpenderspark@rcdow.org.uk 

Catechetical Team Elvadia Tolputt 
northwoodcat@rcdow.org.uk 

Donna Osborne 
carpenderscatechist@rcdow.org.uk 

Colette Quirk & Elizabeth Scudder 
Email: 
northwoodsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  
northwoodsg2@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  

Awaiting Appointment Parish Safeguarding  
Representatives  

Or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk  

For Your Prayers 
Please pray for those who received the Sacraments at the Easter Vigil. 
Those who were baptised Sofia and Noah Mohammed 
Those who were baptised and confirmed Laura Wigg 
Those who were received into the Church and confirmed Nicholas 
English, Kelly Hills, Danielle Cornelius 
Those who were confirmed. Thomas Penn 
Also pray  for Roxanne Nelhams who will be received into the Church and 
confirmed in a few weeks time. 

Follow in their footsteps 

If you are thinking  about becoming a Catholic,  or are a 
baptised Catholic who has not been confirmed then please 
have a chat with Fr Tom to explore joining our next RCIA 
group  (which begins in the autumn). 
 
 

Blocking Latin Patriarch from celebrating Palm Sunday Mass “clear denial of freedom of 
worship” by Israeli authorities, says Archbishop 
Following the move by Israeli police today, 29 March, to block Church leaders from celebrating Mass for Palm Sunday in 
the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem, the Most Reverend Richard Moth, Archbishop of Westminster, said: 

“I share the pain of the people of the Holy Land who meet in peace to celebrate their faith. Today, the Latin Patriarch and the 
Custos sought to celebrate Mass in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem. 

“Despite voluntarily responding to the security requirements of the Israeli authorities, they were blocked by Israeli police and 
denied that right in a clear denial of freedom of worship.” 

Archbishop Moth, a member of the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem, also called for prayers for peace 
and reconciliation in the wider Middle East: 

“Assuring the faithful of the Holy Land of our prayerful support as we enter Holy Week, we pray ever more intently for 
peace across the world and particularly at this time for our brothers and sisters in the very place where the Lord’s Passion 
took place. 

“Our prayer at this time is to follow the Lord’s message to reject violence and to promote reconciliation and peace.” 

Cardinal Vincent Nichols, Archbishop Emeritus of Westminster, added his voice to Archbishop Moth’s: 

“The action by Israeli authorities to block Cardinal Pizzaballa and the Custos Fr Ielpo from entering the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre was ill-thought-out, disproportionate and unacceptable. As we enter Holy Week, the eyes of the world turn to 
Jerusalem. Moments like this cause deep distress and scandal. Our focus should be on Jesus Christ as the Prince of Peace. 
Indeed, the need for peace and security has never been greater. Respect for the faith of many millions around the world 
would serve this cause of peace. Today we pray for the ‘peace of Jerusalem’ with renewed vigour.“ 

Bishop Jim Curry, Lead Bishop for the Holy Land and Lead Bishop for Freedom of Religion and Belief for the Bishops’ 
Conference, said: 

“Just two months ago I was in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre celebrating Mass with Bishop Nicholas Hudson and 11 
other bishops from around the world, all of whom share a care and concern for the Christians and people of the Holy Land. 
The events of today are deeply troubling. Restricting the right to freedom of worship calls into question the agreed Status 
Quo for the holy sites in Jerusalem and Bethlehem.“ 



Pope Leo XIV   
Pope Leo is continuing his catechesis series on the Second Vatican Council and its documents which he 
is giving at his weekly Wednesday General Audience. This is the catechesis that he gave on Wednesday 
1st April 

Catechesis. The Documents of Vatican Council II.  
 II. Dogmatic Constitution Lumen gentium.  
6. Living stones in the Church and witnesses in the world: the laity in the People of God"  

Brothers and sisters, good morning and welcome! 
We will continue our catecheses on the Documents of the Second Vatican Council, commenting on the Dogmatic Let us 
continue on our path of reflection on the Church as she is presented to us in the Conciliar Constitution Lumen gentium (LG). 
Today we will look at the fourth chapter, which deals with the laity. Let us all remember what Pope Francis liked to repeat: 
“Lay people are, put simply, the vast majority of the people of God. The minority — ordained ministers — are at their 
service” (Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii gaudium, 102). 
This section of the Document seeks to explain, in positive terms, the nature and mission of the laity, after centuries in which 
they had been defined simply as those who are not part of the clergy or the consecrated life. For this reason, I would like to 
revisit with you a very beautiful passage that speaks of the greatness of the Christian condition: “Therefore, the chosen 
People of God is one: ‘one Lord, one faith, one baptism’ (Eph 4:5); sharing a common dignity as members from their 
regeneration in Christ, having the same filial grace and the same vocation to perfection; possessing in common one salvation, 
one hope and one undivided charity” (LG, 32). 

Before any distinction of ministry or state of life, the Council affirms the equality of all the baptized. The Constitution does 
not want us to forget what it had already affirmed in the chapter on the People of God, namely that the condition of the 
messianic people is the dignity and freedom of the children of God (cf. LG, 9). 

Naturally, the greater the gift, the greater the commitment too. For this reason, the Council, along with dignity, also 
emphasizes the mission of the laity in the Church and in the world. But on what is this mission founded, and in what does it 
consist? The very description of the laity offered by the Council tells us: “The term laity is here understood to mean all the 
faithful… [who] are by baptism made one body with Christ and are constituted among the People of God; they are in their 
own way made sharers in the priestly, prophetical, and kingly functions of Christ; and they carry out for their own part the 
mission of the whole Christian people in the Church and in the world” (LG, 31). 
The holy People of God, therefore, is never a formless mass, but the body of Christ, or, as Saint Augustine said, the Christus 
totus; it is a community organically structured by means of the fruitful relationship between the two forms of participation in 
the priesthood of Christ: the common priesthood of the faithful and the ministerial priesthood (cf. LG, 10). By virtue of 
Baptism, the lay faithful participate in the very priesthood of Christ. Indeed, “the supreme and eternal Priest, Christ Jesus, 
since He wills to continue His witness and service also through the laity, vivifies them in this Spirit and increasingly urges 
them on to every good and perfect work” (LG, 34). 
In this regard, how can we fail to recall Saint John Paul II and his Apostolic Exhortation Christifideles Laici (30 December 
1988)? In it, he emphasized that “the Council, with its rich doctrinal, spiritual and pastoral patrimony, has written as never 
before on the nature, dignity, spirituality, mission and responsibility of the lay faithful. And the Council Fathers, re-echoing 
the call of Christ, have summoned all the lay faithful, both women and men, to labour in the vineyard” (no. 2). In this way, 
my venerable Predecessor relaunched the apostolate of the laity, to which the Council dedicated a specific Document, which 
we will talk about later (cf. Second Vatican Ecumenical Council, Decree Apostolicam actuositatem, 18 November 1965). 
The vast field of the lay apostolate is not confined to the Church, but extends to the world. Indeed, the Church is present 
wherever her children profess and bear witness to the Gospel: in the workplace, in civil society and in all human 
relationships, wherever they, through their choices, show the beauty of Christian life, which foretells here and now the justice 
and peace that will be accomplished in the Kingdom of God. The world needs to “be permeated by the spirit of Christ, and 
more effectively fulfil its purpose in justice, charity and peace” (LG, 36). And this is possible only through the contribution, 
service and witness of the laity! 

It is an invitation to be the Church ‘which goes forth’ that Pope Francis spoke to us about: a Church embodied in history, 
always open to mission, in which we are all called to be missionary disciples, apostles of the Gospel, witnesses of the 
Kingdom of God, bearers of the joy of Christ whom we have encountered! 
Brothers and sisters, may the Easter we are preparing to celebrate renew in us the grace to be, like Mary Magdalene, like 
Peter and John, witnesses of the Risen One! 

 

Pope Leo XIV  Easter drives out hatred and brings down the mightyt 
Pope Leo XIV reflected on good, evil, and rebirth on Saturday evening, as he 
presided over the Easter Vigil Mass in St Peter’s Basilica. Easter, the Pope said, 
quoting from an ancient hymn, “drives out hatred, fosters concord and brings 
down the mighty”. 
The history of salvation 

While the heart of the Easter story is Jesus’ resurrection from the dead, Pope 
Leo said, “the holy mystery of this night … extends across the centuries”. In the 
nine Scripture passages read during the liturgy, the Pope explained, we glimpse 
some of the stages of this “path of reconciliation and grace”, from God’s 
creation of the world to the Israelites’ flight from Egypt to the ministry of St 
Paul. The unifying theme of all these moments in salvation history, the Pope 
stressed, is that “God responds to the hardness of sin – which divides and kills – with the power of love, which unites and 
restores life”. 



Love transcends death 

Pope Leo then reflected on Christ’s Resurrection, as narrated in Matthew’s Gospel. When the two Marys visit Jesus’ 
tomb, an earthquake rolls away the stone blocking the entrance. In that moment, the Pope said, what the women 
witness is ”the power of God’s love, stronger than any force of evil … Humanity can kill the body, but the life of the 
God of love is eternal life, which transcends death and which no tomb can imprison”. 
War, injustice, and isolation 

In the final portion of his homily, Pope Leo reflected on the “tombs still to be opened today”, such as “mistrust, fear, 
selfishness, and resentment”, as well as “war, injustice, and the isolation of peoples and nations”. 

The Pope exhorted his listeners to not allow themselves to be “paralysed” in the face of such challenges. 

Instead, he said, we should imitate the “commitment” of the saints who have gone before us, so that “the Easter gifts 
of harmony and peace might grow and flourish everywhere and always throughout the world”. 

Archbishop's Homily for the Easter Vigil 
This is the night! These words, sung so insistently in the Exsultet, the great hymn of Easter Praise, that we have 
heard, make clear the significance of our celebration. This is, as St. Augustine described it, “the mother of all holy 
vigils” for all prayer, all our waiting and anticipation is fulfilled in the event we celebrate this night. All of human 
history looks to this one great event, the Resurrection of the Lord. 

We have heard readings from the Old Testament: God’s act of creation, the act of love that calls us all to live our 
lives in relationship with the God Who is all love; Exodus, God’s action in freeing the chosen people from slavery, a 
foretaste of the event we celebrate this night; Ezekiel’s prophecy, in which he points the way to the new life that we 
shall celebrate in a few moments as we welcome those who are to be baptised. 

The Easter Alleluia has been sung and we have heard in the Gospel news so great that words fail us: The Lord is 
Risen. This one event towers above every other event in human history, for the Son of God conquers death and 
opens for us the way to the fullness of life. 
This is indeed the night for those of you to be baptised. Through your openness to the gentle promptings of the Holy 
Spirit, you have embarked upon the journey that has brought you through a time of prayer and catechesis to this 
great moment. In baptism, you will be reborn into the life of the Blessed Trinity and, freed from sin, you will 
become members of Christ’s Church, sharing in her life and mission together with your brothers and sisters. 
Together with those to be received into Full Communion with the Catholic Church, you will receive the Holy Spirit 
in Confirmation. You will receive the gifts that will enable you to take your full part in the mission of the Church 
and you will join us in the Eucharistic Celebration, the Lord giving Himself to you as the food for the pilgrimage 
that is our way to the Kingdom. 
Those of you to be baptised, received and confirmed, we rejoice with you, we give thanks for your faith and for the 
new life you bring to the Church. You reflect the hope that is the Lord’s Resurrection, for you are witnesses to His 
new life and you remind us of all that the Lord has done for us. 

For the whole Church, Easter is the time for the renewal of Baptismal Promises. This is a significant act for us all. 
While many of us will have made this renewal each year for many years, let us reflect on the importance of this 
renewal: It is a commitment to the gift of faith. It is also a commitment to action, for the Lord call us to be His 
instruments. In our present times the world is so often confusing and conflicted, subject to ever-changing and often 
illusory demands and attractions. Humanity is marked, scarred, by warfare and injustice, often instigated by greed 
and misguided power, bringing harm and death to so many and so often the most vulnerable. 

Christ calls us to step into this world, carrying with us a message that is unchanging, yet always new. It is 
unchanging, for it is the message of the Gospel, the Good News of the light of the Risen Christ, whose words in the 
Upper Room after His resurrection are Peace be with you. It is ever new, not only because this message needs to be 
heard afresh, but because Jesus calls us to the eternal, to the mystery that is beyond time and is, therefore, always 
new. It is the wonder of this life that we carry with us, a message so wondrous that, when lived out as we are truly 
called to live it, is completely irresistible. 
At the beginning of our Vigil, the Easter Candle shed light into the darkness of this great Cathedral. As this light 
was shared amongst us, “a fire into many flames divided, yet never dimmed by sharing of its light” brought ever 
clearer light amongst us. May this be the story of our lives as we share this irresistible light, this all-embracing love 
and peace of the Risen Lord across our communities and beyond, even to the ends of the earth.”. 

Two Parishes united by one Easter Fire 
As we celebrated our Easter Vigil together at St Matthew’s, Fr Tom blessed both Paschal 
Candles at the Easter Fire. Once it was blessed Greg Birch took the St Jospeph’s candle 
away. It was taken to St Joseph’s after the Easter Vigil. But Fr Tom also took the flame 
from the Easter Fire and it now burns in St Joseph’s too! 

May this flame be found still burning 
by the Morning Star: 

the one Morning Star who never sets, 
Christ your Son, 

who, coming back from death’s domain, 
has shed his peaceful light on humanity, 

and lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen 



 



Readings at  Sunday Mass 

First reading                    Acts 10:34a, 37-43 

In those days: Peter opened his mouth and said: ‘You 
yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea, 
beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John 
proclaimed: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 
Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and 
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was 
with him. And we are witnesses of all that he did both in the 
country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to death 
by hanging him on a tree, but God raised him on the third 
day and caused him to appear, not to all the people but to us 
who had been chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and 
drank with him after he rose from the dead. And he 
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he 
is the one appointed by God to be judge of the living and the 
dead. To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone 
who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his 
name.’ 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 Responsorial Psalm       118(117):1-2. 16-17. 22-23. ℟24 

This is the day the Lord has made; 
let us rejoice in it and be glad. 

Give praise to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures for ever. 
Let the house of Israel say, 
‘His mercy endures for ever.’  

This is the day the Lord has made; 
let us rejoice in it and be glad. 

The Lord’s right hand is exalted. 
The Lord’s right hand has done mighty deeds. 
I shall not die, I shall live 
and recount the deeds of the Lord.  

This is the day the Lord has made; 
let us rejoice in it and be glad. 

The stone that the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone. 
By the Lord has this been done, 
a marvel in our eyes.  

This is the day the Lord has made; 
let us rejoice in it and be glad. 

Second reading                                Colossians 3:1-4 

Brothers and Sisters: If you have been raised with Christ, 
seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the 
right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, 
not on things that are on earth. For you have died, and your 
life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your 
life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Sequence 

Christians, to the Paschal Victim 
offer sacrifice and praise. 
The sheep are ransomed by the Lamb; 
and Christ, the undefiled, 
hath sinners to his Father reconciled. 

Death with life contended: 
combat strangely ended! 

Life’s own Champion, slain, 
yet lives to reign. 

Tell us, Mary:  
say what thou didst see  
upon the way. 

The tomb the Living did enclose; 
I saw Christ’s glory as he rose! 

The angels there attesting; 
shroud with grave-clothes resting. 

Christ, my hope, has risen: 
he goes before you into Galilee. 

That Christ is truly risen 
from the dead we know. 
Victorious king, thy mercy show! 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed; 
let us therefore celebrate the festival in the Lord. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Gospel                            John 20:1-9 

The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

On the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the 
tomb early, while it was still dark, and saw that the stone 
had been taken away from the tomb. So she ran and went to 
Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus 
loved, and said to them, ‘They have taken the Lord out of 
the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.’ 
So Peter went out with the other disciple, and they were 
going towards the tomb. Both of them were running 
together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the 
tomb first. And stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths 
lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, 
following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen 
cloths lying there, and the face cloth, which had been on the 
head of Jesus, not lying with the linen cloths but folded up 
in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who had 
reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and 
believed; for as yet they did not understand the Scripture, 
that he must rise from the dead. 

The Gospel of The Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

V. O Queen of Heaven, rejoice, alleluia: 
R. For he whom you did merit to bear, alleluia, 

V. Has risen, as he said, alleluia. 
R. Pray for us to God, alleluia. 

V. Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia. 
R. For the Lord has risen indeed, alleluia. 

God our Father, you give joy to the world by the resurrection of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Through the prayers of his 
mother, the Virgin Mary, bring us to the happiness of eternal life. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen.  



Please join us in praying for those who are sick and those who have died: 
Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which  

are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.  
For those who are sick: Lourdes D’Silva Torres, James Conradi, Jean Isaac, Anne Paget, Mary Vaughan, Helen Jones, 
Sinead Ceasar,  Gilda Kumarathasan, Siobhan Frost, Leslie Caesar, Mary Elizabeth Thomas, Georgette Gornall,   
Ann Archer,  Kathleen Lynch, Kathleen Andrews, Harry Nandlal, Dawn Tannian, Phil Carey, Alice Sheppard,   
Brendan Davern, Shay Murray, Joe Dolan, Ruby King, John Wildsmith, Cecil Swampillai, Belinda Plummer,  
Marilyn Theodore, Veronica Savill, Levan Soloman, Patricia Procter,  Philip Wilson, Mary Hyde, King Charles,  
Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Eileen Wildsmith, Peter Fitzpatrick,  Mark O’Connor, Marie Marron, Carol-Ann Frost, 
Ada Barker, Ron Picardo, Kerry Blackburn, James Wilson, Audrey Potts,  Rafael Pino, Julius Fayiti,  Anna Kelly,  
Justin, Margaret Downing,  as well as others for whom we have been praying together recently.  

For those who have died recently Martin Duggan, Vlad and all who have died as a result of violence, war and conflict or 
natural disaster.  
For those whose anniversary occurs around this time: Frank Prendergast, Stanley Sowten, Eileen McNally, Margaret 
Breen, Ernest Watson, Carolina Sanzone, Maureen Purcell, Frank Widdowson, John Akehurst Covell, Mary Ellen Murphy, 
Ann Franklin, Martin O'Halloran, Mary Paines, Concepcion Gallego, Fr John Bebb, Maurice Finnerty, Sir Herbert Durkin, 
Francis Pace-O'Shea, Elia Bruncaridi.   
Pope’s Prayer Intention for April For priests in crisis We pray  for priests going through moments of crisis in their 
vocation, that they may find the accompaniment they need and that communities may support them with understanding and 
prayer.   

Worship this week 
Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to have a Mass intention (or lamp prayer intention) for a particular date. 

Sunday 5th  9.00am: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Matthew’s) 
EASTER SUNDAY 11.15am: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Joseph’s) 

NO EVENING MASS 

Monday 6th  09:30am Rosary  
EASTER   10.00am: Mass - Vince Thapermall RIP  (St Matthew’s)  
MONDAY  Church Closes after Mass 

Tuesday 7th  9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   
EASTER    10.00am: Mass - Rita Kinsella RIP-(Anniv )  Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s)  
TUESDAY   

Wednesday 8th  09:30am Rosary  
EASTER   10.00am: Mass - Edgardo Angelino RIP (Anniv) (St Matthew’s)  
WEDNESDAY Church Closes after Mass 

Thursday 9th 6.00pm Exposition of the Bl. Sacrament   

EASTER   7.00pm Mass - Fr Jim Mulligan’s 80th Birthday Followed By Rosary  (St Joseph’s) 
THURSDAY   

Friday 10th   9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   
EASTER    10.00am: Mass - Veronica Necchi RIP (Anniv) IP  Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s)  
FRIDAY   

Saturday 11th 9.45 Morning Prayer  Followed By Rosary  

EASTER   10.30am: Mass - Duncan Murray (Birthday  Intns) (St Matthew’s) 

SATURDAY  11.00am - 11.50am: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions ending with Benediction 

   5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Sharon Hare RIP  (St Joseph’s)  

Sunday 12th  9.00am: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Matthew’s) 
DIVINE MERCY 11.15am: Mass - Bill Petch & Syd W est RIP-(Anniv)  (St Joseph’s) 
SUNDAY   2.00pm: Divine Mercy Devotions (St Matthew’s) 
(2nd Sunday of  6.00pm: Mass - Peter Mansie Felix RIP (Anniv) (St Matthew’s) 
Easter)  

Lamp Prayer Intentions  

(St Matthew’s)  
Blessed Sacrament   
Those Baptised and Confirmed at the Easter Vigil  

Our Lady  

Eileen Wildsmith 

(St Joseph’s ) 
Blessed Sacrament   

Maurice & Florence Rodrigo & John Crowle RIP 

Our Lady 
Maurice & Florence Rodrigo & John Crowle RIP 


