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Dear Parishioners 
Holy Week stands at the very heart of the Church’s liturgical year. It is the most sacred time for Christians, a week in which 
we are invited not only to remember but to enter deeply into the saving events of Jesus Christ’s Passion, Death, and 
Resurrection. These are not distant historical moments; they are living mysteries through which God continues to offer His 
love and mercy to the world today. 

The journey begins with Palm Sunday, when we recall Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem. Crowds gathered to welcome 
Him, laying down palm branches and proclaiming Him as King. Yet within days, those same voices would cry out for His 
crucifixion. This dramatic shift invites us to reflect on our own lives. How often do we praise Christ when it is easy, but 
struggle to remain faithful when following Him demands sacrifice? Palm Sunday challenges us to embrace a deeper, more 
consistent discipleship. 

As the week unfolds, the Church leads us step by step through the final days of Jesus’ earthly life. Each liturgy is rich with 
meaning and symbolism, drawing us closer to the heart of the Gospel. We are not spectators but participants, called to walk 
alongside Christ in His suffering and love. 

Holy Thursday marks the beginning of the Sacred Triduum, the three most solemn days of the Church’s year. On this night, 
we commemorate the Last Supper, where Jesus gave us the gift of the Eucharist—His Body and Blood, offered for us and 
continually present in the life of the Church. In the washing of the disciples’ feet, we also see a powerful example of humble 
service. Christ, our Lord and Teacher, kneels before His followers and calls us to do the same for one another. This is a 
profound reminder that true greatness lies in love and service. 

Good Friday brings us to the foot of the Cross. It is a day of solemn reflection, as we contemplate the suffering and death of 
Jesus. In His Passion, we see the fullness of God’s love—a love that holds nothing back, a love willing to endure pain and 
rejection for the sake of our salvation. The Cross, once a sign of shame, becomes the sign of victory and hope. As we 
venerate the Cross, we are invited to place our own burdens, sins, and struggles into the hands of Christ, trusting in His 
mercy and redeeming power. 

Holy Saturday is a day of quiet and hope. The Church waits in silence at the tomb, reflecting on the mystery of Christ’s 
descent into death. It is a time that teaches us patience and trust, reminding us that even in moments of darkness, God is at 
work. The stillness of this day prepares us for the joy that is to come. 

Then, in the great celebration of the Easter Vigil, the darkness is broken by the light of Christ. The Resurrection is 
proclaimed, and the Church rejoices in the victory of life over death, light over darkness, and hope over despair. This is the 
foundation of our faith: that Christ is risen, and through Him, we too are given new life. 

Holy Week is not meant to be observed passively. The Church calls each of us to full, conscious, and active participation in 
these sacred liturgies. Whether through attending Mass, spending time in prayer, reading Scripture, or participating in parish 
devotions, we are invited to open our hearts to God’s grace in a special way during this time. 

As a parish community, Holy Week is also an opportunity to come together in faith and unity. In sharing these liturgies, we 
strengthen our bonds with one another and with Christ. It is a time to support each other in prayer, to extend forgiveness, and 
to renew our commitment to living as disciples. 

In the busyness of daily life, it can be tempting to let Holy Week pass by without giving it the attention it deserves. Yet this 
week offers us a unique opportunity for spiritual renewal. By setting aside time for reflection and worship, we allow God to 
work more deeply within us, transforming our hearts and drawing us closer to Him. 

May we enter into this Holy Week with reverence, gratitude, and openness. Let us walk with Christ through His Passion, 
stand with Him at the Cross, and rejoice with Him in the glory of the Resurrection. In doing so, we will discover anew the 
depth of God’s love and the hope that is ours in Christ. 

“We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.” 

With all my prayers and best wishes 

Fr Tom 
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111 Oxhey Drive,  

Watford  
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Holy Week.  
Chrism Mass. Archbishop Richard will celebrate his first Chrism Mass as our Archbishop on Tuesday at 12noon in 
Westminster Cathedral. All are welcome to attend (get there early if you want a decent seat)  
Deanery Penitential Service This will take place at The Most Sacred Heart Church, Ruislip on Tuesday at 7.30pm. A 
number of priests will be available for the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
The Triduum, Please check the back page of the newsletter for the times of Services over  these most sacred days. Please do 
sign up for spending time with The Lord on Thursday Evening.  
Easter Vigil. To celebrate the resurrection of Our Lord, we will have a party in the hall after the Easter Vigil. If you would 
like to contribute to the refreshments, please do bring something to share. 

Holy Week Collections  
The collection at the Mass of The Lord’s Supper on Maundy Thursday will go towards the Lenten Almsgiving for Michael 
Sobell House. The collection on Good Friday is for The Holy Places. Thank you for your generosity. 

Easter Offerings  
The offerings given at the Easter Masses go to the parish to contribute to the cost of priestly ministry in our parishes. It does 
not go directly to Fr Tom. There are Easter offering envelopes available and any offering put in these will also be classed as 
an Easter Offering (as will any of the loose collection at the Easter Masses).  

For Your Prayers 
Please pray for our RCIA group who are preparing to receive the Sacraments in Eastertide. 
Those being baptised and confirmed Laura Wigg 
Those being received into the Church Nicholas English, Kelly Hills, Roxanne Nelhams, Danielle Cornelius 
Those being confirmed. Thomas Penn 
If you are thinking  about becoming a Catholic,  or are a baptised Catholic who has not been confirmed then please have a 
chat with Fr Tom to explore joining our next RCIA group  (which begins in the autumn). 

St Mathew’s 200 Club and St Jospeh’s 100 Club 
Due to Siobhan being off sick this week, the March draw for the St Matthew’s 200 club will take place during the week. The 
draw for the St Joseph’s 100 club will take place this weekend. 

Good Books 
On April 8th at 7 pm in the Fr Bebb Room (St Matthew's) we shall be discussing Mansfield Park by Jane Austen, one of 
her less familiar novels. All are welcome but if you cannot attend, you are also welcome to join our WhatsApp group - just 
email mrsjulieshelton@gmail.com with your details. 

Catholic Women's League 
We are a small, happy group of friendly ladies, who meet at St Joseph's Church, on the second Monday of the month at 2pm. 
We are part of the Westminster branch of the CWL. We have tea, biscuits, a raffle and chat about events we are organising 
and participate in  initiatives organised by the  main CWL body. We would welcome any new members to our 
group ,especially those from St Matthew's Church (Welcome to those who joined us this month).  The next meeting is on 
Monday 13th April. (Entrance is using the side door of the church).  For more details contact any of the following: Ann 
Farrell  07922 836030, Breda Griffin 07738 363932, Pauline James  07511 668812.   

Confirmation Group Big Breakfast 
The Confirmation Group are planning to organise a Breakfast in aid of their chosen charity.  This will take place in the 
Church Hall on Sunday 19th April after the 9.00 am.  Advertising will follow. Please mark this date in your diary and help 
them to fulfil their Lenten promise of Almsgiving, to a very worthy cause. 

Holy Hour for the Dignity of All Human Life  
The bishops of England and Wlaes are encouraging parishes to stand in solidarity with them by holding local Holy Hours on 
Sunday, 19 April around 4:30pm so Catholics in England and Wales can unite in prayer for the promotion of a culture of life. 
We will hold our Holy Hour in St Matthew’s. Do mark the date in your diary  

Day Trip To Salisbury: Wednesday 20 May 
Our Good Books' choice for May is William Golding's The Spire, which is loosely based on Salisbury Cathedral. To 
complement our reading we are going to see England's tallest spire for ourselves. Do join us! We depart by private coach 
from St Matthew's at 9 am. After tea or coffee on arrival mid-morning we will enjoy a private guided tour of this fabulous 
medieval cathedral. Lunch (soup or sandwich and cake with tea or coffee) will be in the Refectory with wonderful views of 
the spire. After lunch we have booked a private tour of Arundells, a beautiful and historic house within arguably England's 
finest cathedral close, and home to former Prime Minister Sir Edward Heath. Our coach will depart Salisbury at 4.15, aiming 
to arrive back in Northwood around 6 pm. Cost includes coach fare, morning tea/coffee, lunch, and two guided tours as 
above: £80 per person. Reserve your place with the full payment or with a £20 deposit (balance to be paid by 20 April). 
Please book and pay via Siobhan in the St Matthew's Parish Office.  

Opportunity to contribute to the Life of our parishes. 
We are looking for volunteers to read at Mass both on Sundays and Weekday Masses. If you would like to volunteer please 
contact the parish office, who will put you in touch with those who organise our rotas. 

Do you have computer skills? We would like someone to help look after our parish website (and perhaps develop a joint 
website for both of our parishes), If you are interested please speak with Fr Tom to explore possibilities.  

Following on from Fr Tom’s appeal recently, we are looking for people who might join a Buildings and Maintenance 
committee and a Social and fundraising committee.   



Annual Mass of Thanksgiving for the Sacrament of Matrimony at Westminster Cathedral  
This will be celebrated on Saturday 23rd May 2026 at 2:30pm. Archbishop Richard is inviting to this Mass, all couples in the 
Diocese, who are celebrating their 5th 10th, 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th and 60th (and every year over 60) wedding anniversary of 
Catholic marriage in 2026.  If you are celebrating an anniversary, please contact the parish office giving the following 
details: husband and wife’s names, wedding date, full postal address and contact email (or telephone number, if no email). 
Your details will then be forwarded on and you will receive your invite. Please give your details to the Parish Office. 

John Paul II Football Cup 
Are you a young man aged 18–35 who enjoys a good game of football with fellow faith-filled friends? Join the Youth 
Ministry’s Annual Men’s Football Tournament for the John Paul II Cup on 6 June 2026! For more information email 
youth@rcdow.org.uk or visit: https://youth.rcdow.org.uk/events/jp2-cup-2026  

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes  
Registration is now open until 30th April. Secure your spot by visiting the registration platform here: https://rcdow.org.uk/
pilgrimages/lourdes/ or by contacting the Pilgrimage Office on 0207 798 9173.  

Pilgrimage to Poland led by Fr Andrew Gallagher  
(28th September – 2nd October 2026) Visiting Krakow, The Salt Mine in Wielickza, Wadowice – the birthplace of Pope St 
John Paul II, The Divine Mercy Basilica in Lagiewniki, and the Marian Shrine in Czestochowa. The pilgrimage also includes 
a visit to Auschwitz-Birkenau remembering those who died during the Holocaust including St Maximilian Kolbe. Price: £799 
plus flights. For full details please contact rickmansworth@rcdow.org.uk  

Archbishops Issue Statements after Golders Green Attack 
Archbishop Richard Moth, Archbishop of Westminster, has issued a statement following an antisemitic arson attack on 
ambulances belonging to a Jewish community charity in north London. Four ambulances belonging to the Hatzola ambulance 
service, were found on fire in the early hours of the morning on Monday 23 March. 
Responding to the attack, Archbishop Richard Moth expressed shock and called for unity and respect. 
“I am shocked at the vandalism of Jewish charity Hatzola’s ambulances that serve the community in North London and 
condemn any attacks on faith communities. I pay tribute to all those who work in our ambulance services in the capital and 
across the country. I call on all people of faith and good will to stand together to promote respect for all.”  

Archbishop Bernard Longley, Archbishop of Birmingham and Chairman of the Bishops’ Conference Department for 
Dialogue and Unity, has expressed his deep sadness and closeness with the Jewish community following an antisemitic 
attack on four Hatzola ambulances. 
Lamenting the “deliberate destruction of emergency vehicles that serve people of every background”, Archbishop Longley 
called for solidarity with the Jewish community and condemned “any act that seeks to instil fear or undermine their sense of 
safety and belonging in our shared society.” 
The Archbishop, who serves as a Consultor to the Holy See’s Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews called for a 
renewed commitment to understanding and fraternity across all communities, reaffirming that “such violence contradicts the 
values held dearly across our faith traditions: the safeguarding of life, mutual respect, and the building of peace.” 
The full statement can be read below. 
Full statement 
“It is with deep sadness that I express my closeness to the Jewish community following the shocking arson attack on Hatzola 
ambulances in Golders Green in the early hours of this morning. 
“The deliberate destruction of emergency vehicles that serve people of every background is an assault on the dignity of 
human life itself. As we learn from police that this incident is being treated as an antisemitic hate crime, we join our Jewish 
brothers and sisters in condemning any act that seeks to instil fear or undermine their sense of safety and belonging in our 
shared society. 
“As a Consultor to the Holy See’s Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews, I reaffirm that such violence 
contradicts the values held dearly across our faith traditions: the safeguarding of life, mutual respect, and the building of 
peace. 
“At this painful moment, we stand together with all who reject hatred and work tirelessly for understanding and fraternity. I 
pray for healing for the community in Golders Green, for the swift identification of those responsible, and for renewed 
commitment to protect and strengthen the bonds that unite us.” 
Archbishop Bernard Longley 
Chairman of the Bishops’ Conference Department for Dialogue and Unity 
Archbishop of Birmingham 

Pope praises 'profound witness' of late Cardinal Jean-Baptiste Pham Minh Mân 
Pope Leo XIV mourned Cardinal Jean-Baptiste Pham Minh Mân, Archbishop emeritus of Thàn-Phô Hô Chí Minh, Viet 
Nam, who died aged 92 on 22nd March, in a telegram of condolences he sent on Thursday to the current Archbishop of Ho 
Chi Minh City, Archbishop Joseph Nguyên Nãng. In his message, the Pope expressed his sadness for the late Cardinal's 
passing, offering his "heartfelt condolences" to all the members of the local Church. 
The Pope said he joined them in commending his soul to the infinite mercies of God, noting he recalls "with immense 
gratitude the late Cardinal’s many years of dedicated priestly and episcopal ministry to the local Churches of My Tho and Ho 
Chi Minh City, as well as his contributions to the wider Church in Viet Nam and to the Apostolic See."  
The Holy Father also remembered that his ministry was marked "by a profound commitment to pastoral care and social 
responsibility, the steadfast promotion of dialogue and ecclesial unity, and the witness of a life lived in evangelical simplicity 
and humility."  
Finally, Pope Leo imparted his Apostolic Blessing upon all those mourning his death "as a pledge of the consolation and 
peace in the Lord." 



Pope Leo XIV   
Pope Leo is continuing his catechesis series on the Second Vatican Council and its documents which he 
is giving at his weekly Wednesday General Audience. This is the catechesis that he gave on Wednesday 
18th March 

Catechesis. The Documents of Vatican Council II.  
 II. Dogmatic Constitution Lumen gentium.  
5. On the foundation of the Apostles. The Church in her hierarchical dimension 

Brothers and sisters, good morning and welcome! 
We will continue our catecheses on the Documents of the Second Vatican Council, commenting on the Dogmatic 
Constitution Lumen gentium on the Church (LG). After presenting her as the People of God, today we will consider her 
hierarchical form. 

The Catholic Church is founded on the Apostles, whom Christ appointed as the living pillars of His mystical Body, and 
possesses a hierarchical structure that works in the service of the unity, mission and sanctification of all her members. This 
sacred Order is permanently founded on the Apostles (cf. Eph 2:20; Rev 21:14), as authoritative witnesses to the resurrection 
of Jesus (cf. Acts 1:22; 1 Cor 15:7) and sent by the Lord Himself on mission into the world (cf. Mk 16:15; Mt 28:19). Since 
the Apostles are called to faithfully preserve the Master’s salvific teaching (cf. 2 Tim 1:13–14), they hand on their ministry to 
men who, until Christ’s return, continue to sanctify, guide and instruct the Church “through their successors in pastoral 
office” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 857). 

This apostolic succession, founded on the Gospel and in the Tradition, is explored further in Chapter III of Lumen gentium, 
entitled “On the hierarchical structure of the Church and in particular on the Episcopate”. The Council teaches that the 
hierarchical structure is not a human construct, functional to the internal organization of the Church as a social body (cf. LG, 
8), but a divine institution whose purpose is to perpetuate the mission given by Christ to the Apostles until the end of time. 

The fact that this theme is addressed in Chapter III, after the first two chapters have considered the very essence of the 
Church (cf. Acta Synodalia III/1, 209–210), does not imply that the hierarchical constitution is a subsequent element with 
respect to the People of God: as the Decree Ad gentes notes, “the Apostles were the first budding-forth of the New Israel, and 
at the same time the beginning of the sacred hierarchy” (no. 5), inasmuch as they were the community of those redeemed by 
Christ’s Paschal Mystery, established as a means of salvation for the world. 
To understand the Council’s intention, it is advisable to read carefully the title of Chapter III of Lumen gentium, which 
explains the fundamental structure of the Church, received from God the Father through the Son and brought to fulfilment by 
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. The Council Fathers did not want to present the institutional elements of the Church, as the 
noun “constitution” might imply if understood in the modern sense. The Document concentrates instead on the “ministerial 
or hierarchical priesthood”, which differs “in essence and not only in degree” from the common priesthood of the faithful, 
recalling that the latter are “nonetheless interrelated: each of them in its own special way is a participation in the one 
priesthood of Christ” (LG, 10). The Council thus addresses the ministry conferred upon men endowed with sacra potestas, 
sacred power (cf. LG, 18) for service in the Church: it focuses in particular on the episcopate (LG, 18–27), then on the 
priesthood (LG, 28) and the diaconate (LG, 29) as degrees of the one sacrament of Holy Orders. 
By the adjective “hierarchical”, therefore, the Council intends to indicate the sacred origin of the apostolic ministry in the 
action of Jesus, the Good Shepherd, as well as its internal relationships. The Bishops, first and foremost, and through them 
the priests and deacons, have received tasks (in Latin munera), which lead them to the service of “all those who belong to the 
People of God”, so that, “working toward a common goal freely and in an orderly way, [they] may arrive at salvation” (LG, 
18). 
Lumen gentium repeatedly and effectively recalls the collegial and communal nature of this apostolic mission, reaffirming 
that the “duty which the Lord committed to the shepherds of His people is a true service, which in sacred literature is 
significantly called ‘diakonia’ or ministry” (LG, 24). We can therefore understand why Saint Paul VI presented the hierarchy 
as a reality “born of the charity of Christ, to fulfil, spread and ensure the intact and fruitful transmission of the wealth of faith, 
examples, precepts and charisms bequeathed by Christ to His Church” (Address, 14 September 1964, in Acta Synodalia III/1, 
147). 

Dear sisters, dear brothers, let us pray to the Lord that He may send to His Church ministers who are ardent with evangelical 
charity, dedicated to the good of all the baptized, and courageous missionaries in every part of the world. 

Pope Leo XIV visits the Principality of Monaco 

The Pope travelled by helicopter to the small city-state, the destination of his second Apostolic 
Journey. Just after 7.20 am Rome time on Saturday morning, 28 March, the helicopter carrying 
Pope Leo XIV lifted off from the Vatican heliport, marking the start of his Apostolic Journey to 
the Principality of Monaco. This visit is the Pope’s second international Apostolic Journey and 
the first ever undertaken by a Pope to the small city-state in modern times.  
As he departed Italian territory, the Holy Father sent the customary telegram to the President of 
the Italian Republic, Sergio Mattarella. In his message, Pope Leo XIV expressed his intention 
to travel to Monaco “to encourage the witness of Christian faith and the building of the common good,” while extending 
cordial greetings and prayerful good wishes for the spiritual, civil and social progress of the Italian nation. 
Pope Leo's visit to Monaco lasted just under nine hours, with four main events marking the programme: a courtesy visit to 
Prince Albert II of Monaco at the Prince’s Palace; an encounter with the Catholic community at the Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception; a meeting with young people and catechumens in the square in front of Saint Devota Church; and 
the celebration of Holy Mass at the Louis II Stadium, preceded by a brief tour among the faithful. 

Speaking ahead of the visit, Cardinal Pietro Parolin expressed hope that the journey would “give renewed impetus to the 
mission of the local Church,” strengthening shared commitment to urgent priorities such as care for creation, the defence of 
human life, and the promotion of international solidarity, with particular attention to the most vulnerable. 

 



Pope Leo in Monaco: Christ calls the Church to communion and the defence of human dignity 
In the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, at the heart of the Principality, 
Pope Leo XIV gathered with the Catholic community of Monaco on Saturday 
morning for the celebration of Midday Prayer, and offered a reflection centred 
on Christ as “our advocate before the Father.”  

Dear brothers and sisters, 

We have an advocate before God: Jesus Christ, the righteous one (cf. 1 Jn 2:1-
2).  With these words, the Apostle John helps us to understand the mystery of 
salvation.  In our weakness, weighed down by the burden of sin that marks our 
human condition, incapable by our own efforts of embracing the fullness of life 
and happiness, God himself approaches us through his Son Jesus Christ.  The 
Apostle tells us that Jesus, as a sacrificial victim, took upon himself the evil 
found in humanity and in the world, that he carried it with us and for us, and that 
he has overcome this evil, transforming it and freeing us forever. 

Christ is the living center, the heart of our faith, and it is with this in mind that I address you.  I cordially greet His Highness Prince Albert, His 
Excellency Archbishop Dominique-Marie David, and the priests and religious present.  To each of you, I say that it is a joy for me to be here 
and to share in your ecclesial journey. 

Regarding the reading we have just heard, I would like to offer you some reflections on Jesus as our “advocate.” 

The first point concerns the gift of communion.  Christ, the righteous one, interceding for humanity before the Father, reconciles us with the 
Father and with one another.  Jesus did not come to pronounce a judgment that condemns, but to offer to everyone his mercy that purifies, 
heals, transforms and makes us part of the one family of God.  His compassion and mercy make him an “advocate” in defense of the poor and 
sinners, not in order to pander to evil, but to free them from oppression and slavery, and to make them children of God and brothers and sisters 
to each other.  It is not the case that Jesus’ actions are limited only to physical or spiritual healing.  For they also include an important social 
and political dimension, for healed persons are reintegrated, with all their dignity, into the human and religious community from which – often 
because of illness or sin – they were excluded. 

This communion is the sign par excellence of the Church, called to be a reflection in this world of the love of God which shows no favoritism 
(cf. Acts 10:34).  In this regard, I would like to say that your Church, here in the Principality of Monaco, possesses a great richness.  For it is 
truly a place where all find welcome and hospitality, marked by a social and cultural mix that is characteristic of your society.  Indeed, 
although the Principality of Monaco is a small State, it is inhabited by people from Monaco, France, Italy and people of many other 
nationalities.  It is a small cosmopolitan State, in which the diversity of origins are also complemented by socio-economic differences.  In the 
Church, such variety should never become the occasion of division into social classes.  On the contrary, everyone is welcomed as persons and 
children of God.  Moreover, all are recipients of a gift of grace that fosters communion, fraternity and love of neighbor.  This is the gift that 
comes from Christ, our advocate before the Father.  For we have all been baptized in him and, thus, as Saint Paul states, “There is no longer 
Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male nor female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus” (Gal 3:28). 

At the same time, it seems necessary to emphasize a second point: the proclamation of the Gospel in defense of the human person.  Jesus 
desires that everyone welcomes the good news of the Father’s love.  Moreover, as an “advocate,” he speaks up especially in defense of those 
who were considered abandoned by God and were forgotten and marginalized.  He thereby made himself the voice and face of the merciful 
God who “works vindication and justice for all who are oppressed” (Ps 103:6). 

I think thus of a Church called to make herself an “advocate,” namely a defender of the human person, of every man and woman.  This 
involves a crucial and prophetic path of discernment aimed at promoting “the ‘integral development’ of humanity, which respects its dignity 
and authentic identity, as well as its ultimate goal, which refers to a mystery of full communion with the Triune God and among 
ourselves” (International Theological Commission, Quo vadis, humanitas?, 22). 

The first service that the proclamation of the Gospel must render is to shine a light on the human person and society so that, illuminated by 
Christ and his word, they may discover their own identity, the meaning of human life, the value of relationships and social solidarity, the 
ultimate purpose of our existence and our final destiny. 

In this regard, I would like to encourage you to give passionate and generous service to the work of evangelization.  Proclaim the Gospel of 
life, hope and love.  Bring the light of the Gospel to everyone so that the life of every man and woman may be defended and promoted from 
conception until natural death.  Offer new pathways capable of stemming the tide of secularism, which risks reducing humanity to 
individualism and basing social life on the production of wealth. 

How important it is that the proclamation of the Gospel and the practice of the faith, which are embedded in your identity and society, guard 
themselves from the risk of being reduced to mere habit, even if it is good.  A living faith is always prophetic, capable of responding to 
questions and being thought provoking.  Are we truly defending human beings?  Are we safeguarding the dignity of the person by protecting 
life in all its stages?  Is the current economic and social model truly just and marked by solidarity?  Does it possess an ethic of responsibility, 
which assists and goes beyond the “mere logic of the exchange of equivalents, of profit as an end in itself” (Benedict XVI, Encyclical 
Letter Caritas in Veritate, 38) so as to build a more equitable society? 

Dear friends, by keeping your gaze fixed upon Jesus Christ, our advocate with the Father, you will develop a faith rooted in a personal 
relationship with him, a faith that bears witness, and is capable of transforming life and renewing society.  This faith needs to be proclaimed 
through a fresh language and by new tools, including those that are digital.  Everyone must be introduced to this faith and continuously 
formed in it using creative means.  This is especially the case for those who are learning how to encounter God, and I urge you to give 
particular attention to catechumens and those rediscovering their faith. 

May your holy patron Saint Devota, virgin and martyr, inspire you by her example, and may the Immaculate Virgin, Mary Most Holy, 
intercede for you and guide you always. 
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Archbishop Sherrington announces theme for Day for Life in Annunciation reflection 
Archbishop John Sherrington has announced the theme for this 
year’s Day for Life in a reflection for the Feast of the Annunciation. 

In his contemplation on the Virgin Mary’s ‘Yes’, Archbishop 
Sherrington calls to mind that: 

“God chose to enter the world as an unborn child, embracing the 
fullness of human existence from its earliest stage. His coming reveals 
that at every point of development, the child in the womb is a unique 
and irreplaceable human person. This truth is now even reflected in 
certain civil procedures such as the granting of baby loss certificates to 
bereaved parents who lose a little one during pregnancy.” 

Turning towards the Day for Life, Archbishop Sherrington announced: 

“This same truth will form the theme of the forthcoming Day for Life, which will take place on Sunday, 21 June. The day 
will invite us to reflect on the humanity of the unborn and to acknowledge with compassion the deep grief experienced by 
parents who lose a child before or shortly after birth.” 

The full reflection can be found below. 

Reflection for the Feast of the Annunciation 

“On 25 March, we celebrate the Feast of the Annunciation which commemorates the visit of the Archangel Gabriel to the 
Virgin Mary and her “Yes” in response to the message that she would miraculously conceive by the Holy Spirit. 

“Most importantly, this Feast celebrates the very moment of Christ’s conception, when ‘the Word became Flesh’ (John 
1:14). For this reason, this day has traditionally also been known as the Feast of the Incarnation. 

“St Maximilian Kolbe described the Incarnation as the moment when ‘all of Heaven meets all of the earth,’ calling it the 
‘highest expression of love’. For centuries, the Church has honoured this moment through the Angelus prayer. In this short 
prayer, we alternate between reciting the scriptural lines of the Annunciation and the Hail Mary, bowing at the words: ‘And 
the Word became flesh and dwelt among us’. The prayer is traditionally said daily at 6am, 12 noon, and 6pm, which is why 
many Catholic churches still ring their bells at midday. Wider society has also recognised the significance of this moment. 
Historically, in the United Kingdom, 25 March marked the start of the new tax year, aligning the civic calendar with the 
beginning of Christ’s life on earth. 

“The mystery of the Incarnation and its deep imprint on both religious and civic life remind us of the dignity that belongs to 
every human being from the moment of conception. God chose to enter the world as an unborn child, embracing the fullness 
of human existence from its earliest stage. His coming reveals that at every point of development, the child in the womb is a 
unique and irreplaceable human person. This truth is now even reflected in certain civil procedures such as the granting of 
baby loss certificates to bereaved parents who lose a little one during pregnancy. 

“This same truth will form the theme of the forthcoming Day for Life, which will take place on Sunday 21 June. The day will 
invite us to reflect on the humanity of the unborn and to acknowledge with compassion the deep grief experienced by parents 
who lose a child before or shortly after birth. 

“During this Feast of the Annunciation, I invite everyone to renew our reverence for every human life, a reverence that has 
been at the foundation of our society for nearly two thousand years. This can involve offering compassionate support, where 
we can, to those who have lost a baby before or at birth. I also commend a renewed devotion to the Angelus. In that quiet 
daily pause, we can relive the Annunciation in our hearts and, following Our Lady, offer our own ‘yes’ to God’s call to love 
Him and every human person, without exception.” 

Archbishop John Sherrington 
Lead Bishop for Life Issues 
Archbishop of Liverpool 

The Bishops are encouraging people to pray this novena starting on 23 May so that it finishes on 31 May, on the Feast of the 
Visitation (Watch this space for more details) 



Palm Sunday procession in Jerusalem 
cancelled due to war 
Cardinal Pierbattista Pizzaballa, Latin Patriarch of 
Jerusalem, has announced that the traditional Palm 
Sunday procession, which goes from the Mount of 
Olives up to Jerusalem, has been cancelled and will 
be replaced by a moment of prayer for the city at a 
location yet to be determined. 

In a statement, the Cardinal explained that the 
Chrism Mass of Holy Thursday, usually held in the 
Basilica of the Holy Sepulchre, has been postponed 
to a later date, as soon as the situation allows and 
possibly within the Easter season. 

Ordinary public celebrations will not be possible 
“The restrictions imposed by the conflict and the 
events of recent days do not bode well for any 
imminent improvement,” the Cardinal highlighted. 

“In constant dialogue with the competent authorities, together with the other Christian Churches, we are evaluating how, in 
the ways to be agreed upon, we can celebrate the central Mystery of our salvation in the heart of our Churches,” he said. 

Cardinal Pizzaballa underlined that the situation is constantly evolving, making it impossible to provide definitive indications 
for Holy Week celebrations. He said the Patriarchate will be forced to organize events day by day. 

“It is already clear, however, that ordinary celebrations open to all cannot take place,” the Cardinal continued, explaining the 
decision to cancel the Palm Sunday procession and postpone the Chrism Mass. 

However, the statement did specify that the Patriarchate’s churches remain open, and parish priests and clergy will do their 
best to encourage prayer and the participation of the faithful in Easter celebrations. 

Another wound caused by the conflict 
“Due to the war, this year we were unable to experience the traditional Lenten journey in Jerusalem, with the solemn 
celebrations at the Holy Sepulcher and in the Holy Places of the Passion,” the statement explained. 

“Though we were able to pray and prepare personally, we felt the loss of the community journey towards Easter,” said 
Cardinal Pizzaballa. 

“The harshness of this time of war, which affects us all,” he continued, “today bears the added burden of not being able to 
celebrate Easter together and with dignity.” 

“This is a wound that adds to the many others inflicted by the conflict. But we must not allow ourselves to be discouraged. 
Though we may not gather as we would like, let us not give up prayer.” 

Prayer for peace on Saturday, March 28 
The Cardinal recalled Jesus’ words from Chapter 18, verse 1, of the Gospel of Luke: “Pray always and do not lose heart.” He 
invited people to make up for these restrictions with moments of prayer in families and religious communities. 

In particular, he invited everyone to unite in prayer on Saturday, March 28, by reciting the Rosary to ask for peace and 
serenity, especially for those suffering because of the conflict. 

“We will do so with humble hearts, certain that our prayer, even while we are physically distant, is capable of drawing upon 
the strength of God’s love, which unites us in a spirit of hope and trust,” the Cardinal insisted. 

Although prayer is already widespread, he proposed a special day in which people can feel united, despite all being in their 
own places. 

“We desire peace, first and foremost, for our troubled hearts. Only prayer can give it,” the Cardinal wrote. 

No darkness can have the last word 
On Good Friday, Catholic faithful across the world will be invited to support the Holy Land through the traditional 
collection. The local community prepares to experience this special liturgical time with the Cardinal’s words: 

“Easter, which we celebrate in the name of Christ’s passion, death, and resurrection, reminds us that no darkness, not even 
that of war, can have the last word. The empty tomb is the seal of the victory of life over hatred, of mercy over sin. Let us 
allow this certainty to illuminate our steps and sustain our hope.” 

Prayer continues in the Holy Places 
In recent days, the Custody of the Holy Land issued a statement explaining that the Franciscan friars present at the Holy 
Sepulchre “have never ceased, day or night, to carry out the scheduled celebrations, the rites, the daily processions, and the 
liturgical prayers according to the provisions of the Status Quo.” 

“Even during these days,” the statement said, “although access to the Basilica is restricted to the faithful for security reasons, 
prayer continues unceasingly in the Holy Places.” 

The centuries-long presence of the Custody in the Holy Land, and the prayer that rises there every day, is offered in the name 
of the whole Church and for the good of all humanity, the statement explained. 

“In particularly dramatic moments such as those we are now experiencing, this presence intends to make visible the faith, 
hope, and supplication of every baptized person, so that from these Holy Places a prayer for peace and reconciliation among 
peoples may continue to rise.” 

 



Lamp Prayer Intentions  

(St Matthew’s)  
Blessed Sacrament   
---- 

Our Lady  

---- 

(St Joseph’s ) 
Blessed Sacrament   

Stephen Cox RIP  

Our Lady 
Simone Tyson RIP 

Please join us in praying for those who are sick and those who have died: 
Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which  

are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.  
For those who are sick: Lourdes D’Silva Torres, James Conradi, Jean Isaac, Anne Paget, Mary Vaughan, Helen Jones, 
Sinead Ceasar,  Gilda Kumarathasan, Siobhan Frost, Leslie Caesar, Mary Elizabeth Thomas, Georgette Gornall,   
Ann Archer,  Kathleen Lynch, Kathleen Andrews, Harry Nandlal, Dawn Tannian, Phil Carey, Alice Sheppard,   
Brendan Davern, Shay Murray, Joe Dolan, Ruby King, John Wildsmith, Cecil Swampillai, Belinda Plummer,  
Marilyn Theodore, Veronica Savill, Levan Soloman, Patricia Procter,  Philip Wilson, Mary Hyde, King Charles,  
Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Eileen Wildsmith, Peter Fitzpatrick,  Mark O’Connor, Marie Marron, Carol-Ann Frost, 
Ada Barker, Ron Picardo, Kerry Blackburn, James Wilson, Audrey Potts,  Rafael Pino, Julius Fayiti,  Anna Kelly,  
Justin, Margaret Downing,  as well as others for whom we have been praying together recently.  

For those who have died recently Martin Duggan, Rosa Anjo  and all who have died as a result of violence, war and 
conflict or natural disaster.  
For those whose anniversary occurs around this time:  
Nellie Price, Giovanni Capitelli, Patricia Field, Giulia Visconti, Marilyn Sowten, Christina Lynskey, Agnes Slade, Margaret 
Power, Margaret Aveyard, Kim - Anne Holliday, Bartholomew Creedon, Breda Emmett, James Burke, Annie Brownlow, 
Mary Cox, Fanziska Letzgus, Jack Sayer, Frank Prendergast, Orlando Figueiredo.   
Pope’s Prayer Intention for April For priests in crisis We pray  for priests going through moments of crisis in their vocation, 
that they may find the accompaniment they need and that communities may support them with understanding and prayer.   

Worship this week 
Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to have a Mass intention (or lamp prayer intention) for a particular date. 

(Saturday)  5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Mary Bridget Foley RIP (St Joseph’s)  

Sunday 29th  9.00am: Mass - Orlando Figueiredo RIP (Anniv) (St Matthew’s) 
Palm Sunday  11.15am: Mass –People of the Parishes (St Joseph’s) 

of the Passion 6.00pm: Mass –Priest’s Intention (St Matthew’s)  
of the Lord  8.00pm: Holy Hour (concluding with Night Prayer) (St Matthew’s) 

Monday 30th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  09:40 Morning Prayer   
Monday of   10.00am: Mass - Edgardo Angelino RIP (Anniv) Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s)  
Holy Week  10.30 - 11.00am Confessions (St Matthew’s) 

Tuesday 31st 8.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  (08.00 - 8.30am Confessions) 08:40 Morning Prayer   
Tuesday of   9.00am: Mass - Hadden Family (Intns) Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s) 
Holy Week  12.00 noon Chrism Mass in Westminster Cathedral 

Wednesday 1st  9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   
Wednesday of  10.00am: Mass - Kit & Billy Reed RIP  Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s)  
Holy Week  10.30 - 11.00am Confessions  

Thursday 2nd 9.00am Morning Prayer (St Matthew’s) 
Maundy  9.15 - 10.00am Confessions  
Thursday  7.30pm: Mass of The Lord’s Supper - People of the Parishes (St Matthew’s) 
   (followed by Watch until Midnight) 

Friday 3rd   9.00am Morning Prayer and Office of Readings (St Matthew’s)    
Good   11.00 - 11.30am Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
Friday   12.00pm Stations of The Cross for Children (St Joseph’s) 
   3.00pm: Celebration of the Passion of the Lord (St Matthew’s) 
   5.00pm: Celebration of the Passion of the Lord (St Joseph’s) 
   7.00pm: Stations of The Cross (St Matthew’s) 

Saturday 4th  9.00am Morning Prayer and Office of Readings (St Matthew’s)   
Holy Saturday 930 - 10.30am Confessions (St Matthew’s) 
   11.00 - 12 noon Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   3.00pm Blessing of Easter Food (St Joseph’s) 
   8.00pm: Easter Vigil - People of the Parishes (St Matthew’s)   

Sunday 5th  9.00am: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Matthew’s) 
EASTER SUNDAY 11.00am: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Joseph’s) 

NO EVENING MASS 


