
The Parishes of Northwood and 
Carpenders Park & South Oxhey 

 
5th Sunday of Easter 

3rd May 2026 

St Matthew’s Church 
32 Hallowell Road,  
Northwood 
HA6 1DW 
Parish Office  Hours 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 9.00am - 3.30pm 

 

Dear Parishioners 
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me.”  

Those words of Our Lord come to us this week with a particular urgency. We cannot ignore the reality of the world we are 
living in. The ongoing war in Ukraine continues to bring suffering and loss to countless families. Rising tensions involving 
Iran add further uncertainty to an already fragile global situation. And here, much closer to home, we have been shaken by 
the recent anti-Semitic attack in Golders Green on Wednesday. 
These are not distant headlines. They touch something deep within us. They trouble the heart. And it is precisely into that 
kind of moment that Jesus speaks: “Do not let your hearts be troubled.” 
He does not say this because there is no trouble. Quite the opposite. He says it because he knows how easily fear, anger, and 
anxiety can take hold within us—and how dangerous that can become. If we are honest, we can feel that pull. When we see 
violence, there is a temptation towards fear. When we see hatred, there is a temptation towards hardness of heart. When the 
world feels unstable, there is a temptation to lose hope. 
But Christ offers us another way. “Believe in God; believe also in me.” This is not a call to ignore reality, nor to retreat from 
the world. It is a call to trust—to anchor our hearts not in what is changing and uncertain, but in the God who is faithful. 
As Christians, we are not immune to the troubles of the world. But we are called not to let those troubles define us. That 
means: 
· refusing to let fear have the final word 
· refusing to let hatred take root in our hearts 
· refusing to become indifferent to the suffering of others 
In light of the recent attack in Golders Green, we stand in solidarity with our Jewish brothers and sisters. There is no place 
for anti-Semitism in our society, and certainly none in the heart of a Christian. Every act of hatred against one group wounds 
us all. 
At the same time, we continue to pray earnestly for peace—especially for those affected by war and violence. Prayer is not a 
last resort; it is our first response, placing the wounded world into the hands of God. 
Above all, we are called to guard our hearts. A troubled world does not have to produce troubled hearts. Through prayer, 
through the sacraments, and through quiet trust in Christ, we can become people who carry peace into situations of fear, light 
into moments of darkness, and hope where it seems to be fading. 
Let us bring before the Lord this week all those who suffer—those caught in war, those living in fear, and those whose lives 
have been marked by violence. And let us hear again the words of Christ, not as an ideal, but as a promise: 
“Do not let your hearts be troubled… believe in me.” 

With all my prayers and best wishes 

Fr Tom 

St Joseph’s Church  
111 Oxhey Drive,  

Watford  
WD19 7SW 

Parish Office Hours 
Tuesday, Thursday: 9.30am - 3.30pm 

You can make a 
donation to either  

parish by using the 
appropriate QR code. 

Regina Caeli 
V. O Queen of Heaven, rejoice, alleluia: 
R. For he whom you did merit to bear, alleluia, 
V. Has risen, as he said, alleluia. 
R. Pray for us to God, alleluia. 
V. Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia. 
R. For the Lord has risen indeed, alleluia. 
God our Father, you give joy to the world by the resurrection of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Through the prayers of his 
mother, the Virgin Mary, bring us to the happiness of eternal life. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen.  



Priest Training Fund  
Thank you to those who contributed to the second collection last week. If you took an appeal envelope away to bring back 
this week, please place it in the collection at Mass or deliver it to the Parish Office. If you would still like to make a donation, 
please take an envelope with are available at the back of church. . You may also donate via rcdow.org.uk/PriestTrainingFund  
Please also continue to pray for vocations and for those currently in formation.  

Plant and Cake Sale 
Many thanks to all those who supported the plant and cake sale at the 200 club draw at St Matthew's last Sunday. A total of 
£185.71 was raised towards the St Matthew’s Fabric Fund. 

First Holy Communion and Confirmation Masses at St Matthew’s 
Next weekend sees the First Holy Communion Mass on Saturday afternoon and the Confirmation Mass on Sunday evening 
with Bishop Jim Curry. The rehearsal for the First Holy Communion Mass is on Thursday at 4.30pm and the rehearsal for the 
Confirmation Mass is on Friday at 7.00pm. 

Holy Day of Obligation 
Thursday 14th May is Ascension Day and is a Holy Day of Obligation which means as Catholics we should attend Mass that 
day  - just like on Sundays (otherwise we should go to Confession for not going to Mass).  
Mass on that day will be 10.00am in St Matthew’s and 7.00pm in St Joseph’s. 

Audrey Potts RIP 
Audrey’s funeral was on Wednesday afternoon, and many parishioners who would have liked to attend were unable to. 
Therefore we will have a Requiem Mass for the repose of her soul, in St Matthew’s on Friday 15th May at 7.00pm 

Visit of the Relics of St Gerard Majella: 
On Saturday 9th May, the church of Holy Rood, Watford, will host the relics of St Gerard Majella. on their tour around 
England and Wales to celebrate the saint's 300th anniversary. St Gerard was a Redemptorist lay-brother from the South of 
Italy, born in 1726. He died at only 29, but was known as a great wonder-worker even during his lifetime. He's popularly 
invoked as a patron of mothers, particularly expectant mothers, couples trying to conceive, and those looking for work. There 
will be a Mass with Sermon at 11am, with the relics available for private prayer for an hour beforehand, and individual or 
family blessings after the Mass. Come along, and bring your petitions for the mother’s saint.” 
The relics will be visiting other parishes around the diocese including, Immaculate Heart of Mary, Hayes Wednesday 6th 
May (7.00pm Mass) and St John Fisher North Harrow Thursday 7th May (7.00pm Mass). See poster for other locations and 
dates in the diocese. 

Procession of Our Lady of Willesden  
The May procession will take place on Sunday 10th May at 3pm, and the Preacher will be Fr Nigel Woollen, Parish Priest of 
Our Lady of Victories, Kensington. The intention of the Procession is the Protection of London, and for Peace.  The Shrine 
of Our Lady of Willesden, 1 Nicoll Road, London NW10 9AX  Bakerloo and Overground to W illesden Junction | 
Buses 18, 187, 206, 220, 226, 228, 260, 266 & 487 
Catholic Women's League 
We are a small, happy group of friendly ladies, who meet at St Joseph's Church, on the second Monday of the month at 2pm. 
We are part of the Westminster branch of the CWL. We have tea, biscuits, a raffle and chat about events we are organising 
and participate in  initiatives organised by the  main CWL body. We would welcome any new members to our 
group ,especially those from St Matthew's Church (Welcome to those who joined us this month).  The next meeting is on 
Monday 11th May. (Entrance is using the side door  of the church).  For  more details contact any of the following: 
Ann Farrell  07922 836030, Breda Griffin 07738 363932, Pauline James  07511 668812.   

Good Books 
Our reading selection for our next meeting, at 7 pm on May 13th in the Fr Bebb Room at St Matthew's, is The Spire by 
William Golding. Widely acknowledged to be his masterpiece, it is loosely based on Salisbury Cathedral which boasts the 
tallest spire in England. Join us on our outing there! (See below). New members to the group are always welcome, both in 
person and via WhatsApp (contact mrsjulieshelton@gmail.com). 

Annual Mass of Thanksgiving for the Sacrament of Matrimony at Westminster Cathedral  
This will be celebrated on Saturday 23rd May 2026 at 2:30pm. Archbishop Richard is inviting to this Mass, all couples in the 
Diocese, who are celebrating their 5th 10th, 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th and 60th (and every year over 60) wedding anniversary of 
Catholic marriage in 2026.  If you are celebrating an anniversary, please contact the parish office giving the following 
details: husband and wife’s names, wedding date, full postal address and contact email (or telephone number, if no email). 
Your details will then be forwarded on and you will receive your invite.  

Canopy for Corpus Christi 
Last year we were able to borrow a canopy for the Corpus Christi Procession. This year we will be purchasing one for our 
parishes. Mrs Payne at St Joseph’s School has agreed to arranging some fundraising events to help pay for this. Please keep 
an eye on what the school will be doing. We are grateful for St Joseph’s School in opening up the school grounds to enable 
us to celebrate Corpus Christi in such a special way. 

(St Matthew’s)  
Blessed Sacrament   
---------------------- 

Our Lady  
Maria Wilson & Family 

(St Joseph’s ) 
Blessed Sacrament   

---------------------- 

Our Lady 
Those who are victims of violent attacks 

Lamp Prayer Intentions  



Readings at  Sunday Mass 

First reading                                Acts 6:1-7 
In those days when the disciples were increasing in number, 
a complaint by the Hellenists arose against the Hebrews 
because their widows were being neglected in the daily 
distribution. And the Twelve summoned the full number of 
the disciples and said, ‘It is not right that we should give up 
preaching the word of God to serve tables. Therefore, 
brothers and sisters, pick out from among you seven men of 
good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will 
appoint to this duty. But we will devote ourselves to prayer 
and to the ministry of the word.’ And what they said pleased 
the whole gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full of 
faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and 
Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a 
proselyte of Antioch. These they set before the Apostles, 
and they prayed and laid their hands on them. 
And the word of God continued to increase, and the number 
of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great 
many of the priests became obedient to the faith. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 Responsorial Psalm           33(32):1-2. 4-5. 18-19. ℟22 

May your merciful love be upon us, as we hope in you,  
O Lord. 
Ring out your joy to the Lord, O you just; 
for praise is fitting from the upright. 
Give thanks to the Lord upon the harp; 
with a ten-stringed lute sing him songs.  
May your merciful love be upon us, as we hope in you,  
O Lord. 
The word of the Lord is upright, 
and all his works to be trusted. 
The Lord loves justice and right, 
and his merciful love fills the earth.  
May your merciful love be upon us, as we hope in you,  
O Lord. 
Yes, the Lord’s eyes are on those who fear him, 
who hope in his merciful love, 
to rescue their soul from death, 
to keep them alive in famine.  
May your merciful love be upon us, as we hope in you,  
O Lord. 
Second reading                                   1 Peter 2:4-9 
Beloved: Come to the Lord, a living stone rejected by men 
but in the sight of God chosen and precious. You yourselves 
like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to 
be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable 
to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in Scripture: 
‘Behold, I am laying in Sion a stone, a cornerstone chosen 

and precious, and whoever believes in him will not be put to 
shame.’ So the honour is for you who believe, but for those 
who do not believe, ‘The stone that the builders rejected has 
become the cornerstone’, and ‘A stone of stumbling, and a 
rock of offence.’ They stumble because they disobey the 
word, as they were destined to do. But you are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him 
who called you out of darkness into his marvellous light. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
I am the way, and the truth, and the life, says the Lord. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Gospel                           John 14:1-12 
The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit. 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
At that time: Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Let not your hearts 
be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In my 
Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I 
have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I 
go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will 
take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. And 
you know the way to where I am going.’ Thomas said to 
him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can 
we know the way?’ Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and 
the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me. If you had known me, you would have known 
my Father also. From now on you do know him and have 
seen him.’ 
Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and it is 
enough for us.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have I been with you so 
long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has 
seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, “Show us 
the Father”? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and 
the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not 
speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in 
me does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and 
the Father is in me, or else believe on account of the works 
themselves. 
‘Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also 
do the works that I do; and greater works than these will he 
do, because I am going to the Father.’ 
The Gospel of The Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Westminster Prayer for Vocations 
God our Father, 

You give us the Sacraments as signs 
and instruments of your love and mercy. 

Draw from amongst your disciples 
men who are willing to serve your Church generously 

as priests in the Diocese of Westminster, 
to minister to your people and to proclaim the Gospel to all. 

Send your Spirit to guide and strengthen them, 
to be their companion on the journey, 

as they discern your will for their lives. 
This prayer we make through Christ our Lord. Amen 

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate Pray for us 
St John Southworth Pray for us 

Month of Prayer for Vocations 
Archbishop Richard is asking the whole diocese to pray for 
vocations to the priesthood. We know that it is from 
amongst his people that God calls his shepherds, and so, 
between Good Shepherd Sunday and Pentecost, we will 
dedicate one of our periods of Exposition each week as  a 
Holy Hour devoted to the following intentions: 

Week Two (Sunday 3rd May, 8.00pm in St Matthew’s) 
Pray for those currently discerning the priesthood. 
Week Three (Thursday 14th May, 6pm in St Joseph’s) 
Pray for seminarians in their formation. 
Week Four (Friday 22nd May, 9.00am in St Matthew’s) 
Pray for your parish's priests and all clergy serving in the 
diocese 



Parish Directory   
Parish Priest: Fr Tom Montgomery Email: tommontgomery@rcdow.org.uk 

Tel: 01923 840736 Emergency: 07576 455450             
Deacon: Rev Hervé Boisson Email: herveboisson@rcdow.org.uk 

Parish Office St Matthew’s 
Cheryl Myring 
Siobhan Hogg 
Tel: 01923 840736 
Email: northwood@rcdow.org.uk 

St Joseph’s 
Linda Grimes 
 
Tel: 020 8428 0088  
Email: carpenderspark@rcdow.org.uk 

Catechetical Team Elvadia Tolputt 
northwoodcat@rcdow.org.uk 

Donna Osborne 
carpenderscatechist@rcdow.org.uk 

Colette Quirk & Elizabeth Scudder 
Email: 
northwoodsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  

Awaiting Appointment 

Or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk  

Parish Safeguarding  
Representatives  

Please join us in praying for those who are sick and those who have died: 
Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which  

are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.  
For those who are sick: Lourdes D’Silva Torres, James Conradi, Jean Isaac, Anne Paget, Mary Vaughan, Helen Jones, 
Sinead Ceasar, Gilda Kumarathasan, Siobhan Frost, Leslie Caesar, Mary Elizabeth Thomas, Georgette Gornall,   
Ann Archer, Kathleen Lynch, Kathleen Andrews, Harry Nandlal, Dawn Tannian, Phil Carey, Alice Sheppard,   
Brendan Davern, Shay Murray, Joe Dolan, Ruby King, John Wildsmith, Cecil Swampillai, Belinda Plummer,  
Marilyn Theodore, Veronica Savill, Levan Soloman, Patricia Procter,  Philip Wilson, Mary Hyde, King Charles,  
Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Peter Fitzpatrick,  Mark O’Connor, Marie Marron, Carol-Ann Frost, Ada Barker,  
Ron Picardo, Kerry Blackburn, James Wilson, Rafael Pino, Julius Fayiti,  Anna Kelly, Justin, Margaret Downing,  as well as 
others for whom we have been praying together recently.  
For those who have died recently Vlad, Fr Colin McLean and all who have died as a result of violence, war and conflict or 
natural disaster.  
For those whose anniversary occurs around this time:   James O'Connor, James Gallagher, Monica Scudder, Bridget 
Lynch, Bridget Falvey, Joan Dillon, George Lanagan, Pietro Muoio, Sam Perry, George Ward, Mary Hagan, Marie Louise 
Meyer, Christine De Notto, Valerie Russell, Kathleen Green, Joan Clark, Bridget Byrne. 
Pope’s Prayer Intention for May. That everyone may have food, We pray that everyone, from large producers to small 
consumers, be committed to avoid wasting food and to ensure that everyone has access to quality food.  

Worship this week 
Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to have a Mass intention (or lamp prayer intention) for a particular date. 

   5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - People of the Parishes (St Joseph’s)  
Sunday 3rd  9.00am: Mass - Audrey Potts RIP (St Matthew’s) 
FIFTH  SUNDAY 11.15am: Mass - Henry Percy Keemer RIP (Anniv) (St Joseph’s) 
OF EASTER  6.00pm: Mass - Martin Duggan RIP (St Matthew’s) 
   8.00pm: Holy Hour for Vocations (Intention - Pray for those currently discerning the priesthood) 
   Concluding with Night Prayer (St Matthew’s) 
Monday 4th  9.15am The Rosary 09:40 Morning Prayer   
The English Martyrs 10.00am: Mass - The Holy Souls in Purgatory (St Matthew’s)  
   Church closes after Mass 
Tuesday 5th  9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  09:40 Morning Prayer   
Easter Feria    10.00am: Mass - Marion & Tom Nagle (Intentions) Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s)    
Wednesday 6th  NO PUBLIC MASS  
Easter Feria     
Thursday 7th 6.00pm Exposition of the Bl. Sacrament   
Easter Feria   7.00pm Mass - Margaret Rennie Keemer RIP (Anniv) Followed By Rosary  (St Joseph’s)  
Friday 8th   9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   
Easter Feria  10.00am: Mass - Teresita Cuadra RIP (Anniv) Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s)  
Saturday 9th  9.45 Morning Prayer  Followed By Rosary  
Easter Feria   10.30am: Mass - Eileen Wildsmith RIP (St Matthew’s) 
   11.00am - 11.50am: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions ending with Benediction 
   2.00pm: First Holy Communion Mass (St Matthew’s)  
   5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Paul Tissington RIP (Anniv)(St Joseph’s)  
Sunday 10th  9.00am: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Matthew’s) 
SIXTH SUNDAY 11.15am: Mass - Tom Teehan RIP (2nd Anniv) (St Joseph’s) 
OF EASTER  6.00pm: Mass - Confirmation Mass (St Matthew’s) 
    


