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Dear Parishioners 
This weekend is a particularly joyful one for our parishes as we celebrate the First Holy Communions and Confirmations of 
many of our young people in St Matthew’s, and next weekend we look forward to the First Holy Communions in St 
Joseph’s. These occasions are among the happiest moments in the life of the Church. They bring together families, 
catechists, teachers, and parishioners in thanksgiving for the gift of faith being handed on to a new generation. We give 
thanks to God for each of these children and young people, and for all who have helped them grow in faith, prayer, and love 
of the Lord. 

The Gospel this Sunday contains the comforting promise of Jesus: “I will not leave you as orphans.” Christ assures His 
disciples that the Holy Spirit will remain with the Church always. That promise is especially visible in the sacraments we 
celebrate this weekend. In a world where many people experience loneliness or uncertainty, these words speak powerfully 
to us. The risen Lord has not abandoned His people. Through the gift of the Holy Spirit, He continues to guide, strengthen, 
and remain close to us. 

In Holy Communion, our children receive Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament in a new and intimate way for the very first time. 
This is far more than a family tradition or symbolic occasion. The Eucharist is the real presence of Christ among us — His 
Body and Blood given for the life of the world. It reminds us that the Lord truly stays with us, nourishes us, forgives us, and 
walks beside us throughout every stage of life. Many of us can still remember our own First Holy Communion and the 
sense of reverence and joy that accompanied that day. 

In Confirmation, our young people are strengthened by the gifts of the Holy Spirit and commissioned to live their faith with 
courage and joy. The sacrament deepens the grace of Baptism and reminds them that they are called not simply to belong to 
the Church, but to take an active part in her mission. The Holy Spirit gives wisdom, understanding, courage, and 
perseverance so that they may follow Christ faithfully in everyday life. 

These sacraments are not simply milestones to be photographed or celebrations to be organised. They are moments of grace 
in which Christ draws close to His people and invites them into deeper friendship with Him. The Easter season reminds us 
that the risen Lord is alive among us, and we see signs of that life in the faith and enthusiasm of our children and young 
people. Their openness and prayer can renew the whole parish community. 

I encourage all of us to keep these children and young people in our prayers in the weeks ahead. The journey of faith does 
not end after First Communion or Confirmation; in many ways, it is only beginning. Our example as practising Catholics, 
through Sunday Mass, prayer, kindness, forgiveness, and service, helps show them what a living faith looks like. 

I also want to thank sincerely everyone who has worked so hard to prepare for these celebrations: our catechists, musicians, 
servers, sacristans, florists, cleaners, teachers, parents, and parish volunteers. Your generosity helps make our parish a 
welcoming home where the love of Christ can truly be encountered. 

As we continue through Easter and look ahead to Pentecost, may we pray for a fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon our 
parish communities. May our children and young people grow always in faith, hope, and love, and may each of us 
rediscover the joy of belonging to Christ. 

With all my prayers and best wishes 

Fr Tom 

St Joseph’s Church  
111 Oxhey Drive,  

Watford  
WD19 7SW 

Parish Office Hours 
Tuesday, Thursday: 9.30am - 3.30pm 

You can make a 

donation to either  

parish by using the 

appropriate QR code. 

Regina Caeli 
V. O Queen of Heaven, rejoice, alleluia: 
R. For he whom you did merit to bear, alleluia, 
V. Has risen, as he said, alleluia. 
R. Pray for us to God, alleluia. 
V. Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia. 
R. For the Lord has risen indeed, alleluia. 
God our Father, you give joy to the world by the resurrection of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Through the prayers of his 
mother, the Virgin Mary, bring us to the happiness of eternal life. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen.  



 Holy Day of Obligation 
Thursday 14th May is Ascension Day and is a Holy Day of Obligation which means as Catholics we should attend Mass that 
day  - just like on Sundays (otherwise we should go to Confession for not going to Mass).  
Mass on that day will be 10.00am in St Matthew’s and 7.00pm in St Joseph’s. 

The Original Novena 
The period between Ascension Day and Pentecost is the original novena in the church. We will mark it with a novena to the 
Holy Spirit which will begin on Friday. Prayers are on page six of this newsletter and will appear each day on the St 
Matthew’s Facebook page. https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100066555797677 

First Holy Communion and Confirmation Masses at St Joseph’s 
Next weekend sees the First Holy Communion Masses on Saturday and Sunday afternoon at St Joseph’s. The rehearsal for 
both Masses are on Thursday at 4.30pm. 

Audrey Potts RIP 
As there were many parishioners who would have liked to attend Audrey’s funeral but were unable to, we will have a 
Requiem Mass for the repose of her soul, in St Matthew’s on Friday at 7.00pm 

Procession of Our Lady of Willesden  
The May procession will take place on Sunday 10th May at 3pm, and the Preacher will be Fr Nigel Woollen, Parish Priest of 
Our Lady of Victories, Kensington. The intention of the Procession is the Protection of London, and for Peace.  The Shrine 
of Our Lady of Willesden, 1 Nicoll Road, London NW10 9AX  Bakerloo and Overground to Willesden Junction | Buses 
18, 187, 206, 220, 226, 228, 260, 266 & 487 

Catholic Women's League 
We are a small, happy group of friendly ladies, who meet at St Joseph's Church, on the second Monday of the month at 2pm. 
We are part of the Westminster branch of the CWL. We have tea, biscuits, a raffle and chat about events we are organising 
and participate in  initiatives organised by the  main CWL body. We would welcome any new members to our 
group ,especially those from St Matthew's Church (Welcome to those who joined us this month).  The next meeting is on 
Monday 11th May. (Entrance is using the side door of the church).  For more details contact any of the following: Ann 
Farrell  07922 836030, Breda Griffin 07738 363932, Pauline James  07511 668812.   

Good Books 
Our reading selection for our next meeting, at 7 pm on May 13th in the Fr Bebb Room at St Matthew's, is The Spire by 
William Golding. Widely acknowledged to be his masterpiece, it is loosely based on Salisbury Cathedral which boasts the 
tallest spire in England. Join us on our outing there! (See below). New members to the group are always welcome, both in 
person and via WhatsApp (contact mrsjulieshelton@gmail.com). 

Annual Mass of Thanksgiving for the Sacrament of Matrimony at Westminster Cathedral  
This will be celebrated on Saturday 23rd May 2026 at 2:30pm. Archbishop Richard is inviting to this Mass, all couples in the 
Diocese, who are celebrating their 5th 10th, 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th and 60th (and every year over 60) wedding anniversary of 
Catholic marriage in 2026.  If you are celebrating an anniversary, please contact the parish office giving the following 
details: husband and wife’s names, wedding date, full postal address and contact email (or telephone number, if no email). 
Your details will then be forwarded on and you will receive your invite.  

Canopy for Corpus Christi 
Last year we were able to borrow a canopy for the Corpus Christi Procession. We have ordered a new one for our parishes. 
Mrs Payne at St Joseph’s School has agreed to arranging some fundraising events to help pay for this. Please keep an eye on 
what the school will be doing. We are grateful for St Joseph’s School in opening up the school grounds to enable us to 
celebrate Corpus Christi in such a special way. 

Upcoming Celebratory Masses 
Sunday 7th June 11.15am Mass and Corpus Christi Procession  (St Joseph’s) 
Thursday 25th June 7.00pm Mass of Thanksgiving for Fr Tom’s  10th Anniversary of Ordination (St Joseph’s) 

Request for Volunteers 
A request has been put out to see if anyone is able to help tidy up the grounds of St Joseph’s. If you fancy doing a little bit of 
weeding before next weekend, please just drop Linda an email to let her know. 

Catechectical Programme for next year. 
Registration for Holy Communion and Confirmation opens after half term. Listen for announcements in upcoming Masses. 
Classes begin in September.  

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)  
If you are not a Catholic and are interested in becoming one, or if you are a baptised Catholic but have not received the other 
Sacraments of Initiation (Holy Communion and Confirmation) then please speak to Fr Tom after Mass to arrange to meet and 
talk about things further. Fr  Tom looks forward to hearing from you.. 

 

God May Be Calling You. 

But most probably not on your phone 

Please turn your phone to silent. 



Saint of The Week 
 St Matthias the Apostle 

Patron Saint of alcoholics, carpenters, and tailors 
Invoked against smallpox  

After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others whom he 
sent ahead of him in pairs to every town and place he 
intended to visit. He said to them, “The harvest is abundant 
but the labourers are few; so ask the master of the harvest 
to send out labourers for his harvest. Go on your way; 
behold, I am sending you like lambs among wolves.”  

~Luke 10:1–3  

Very little is known about Saint Matthias. He was most 
likely living in Galilee at the time that Jesus began His 
public ministry because he fits the description as “…one of 
the men who accompanied us the whole time the Lord Jesus 
came and went among us, beginning from the baptism of 
John until the day on which he was taken up from 
us…” (Acts 1:21–22). He certainly was among Jesus’ first 
followers. 

After Judas betrayed our Lord, the Gospel of Matthew says 
that Judas “went off and hanged himself” (Matthew 27:5). 
In the Acts of the Apostles, the Apostle Peter describes 
Judas’ death this way: “…falling headlong, he burst open in 
the middle, and all his insides spilled out” (Acts 1:18). 
Regardless of how Judas died, he was one of the Twelve. 
Twelve is an important number in the Bible because there 
were twelve sons of Jacob (later given the name Israel) and 
those twelve sons established the twelve tribes that made up 
the people of Israel. Therefore, when Judas died, Peter 
recommended that someone be appointed to replace him so 
that the Apostles would once again number twelve. Peter 
quoted Psalm 109 that prophesied, “May another take his 
office” (Acts 1:20). 

In order to pick a suitable successor, the approximately 120 
disciples who were gathered together at that time in 
Jerusalem, perhaps in the upper room where the Last 
Supper had been celebrated, elected two who had been with 
Jesus from the beginning. Most likely these men were 
among the seventy-two disciples that Jesus had sent out on a mission of evangelization during His public ministry. The 
Acts of the Apostles describes it this way: “So they proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, 
and Matthias. Then they prayed, ‘You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which one of these two you have chosen to 
take the place in this apostolic ministry from which Judas turned away to go to his own place.’ Then they gave lots to them, 
and the lot fell upon Matthias, and he was counted with the eleven apostles” (Acts 1:23–26). 

Even though there were about 120 disciples gathered together, the Twelve were singled out as Apostles. This election of 
Matthias took place prior to Pentecost, so when the Holy Spirit came, it came upon Matthias as an Apostle, and the Twelve 
as a united body, along with the rest of the disciples. 

One significant theological point to consider is that because it was Peter who organized the elevation of a disciple to the 
responsibility of Apostle, it is clear that the Apostles did not believe that Jesus intended the role of Apostle to end with the 
deaths of the Twelve. Jesus intended their ministry to continue and even to expand beyond twelve as the Church expanded 
beyond Jerusalem. The appointment of Matthias as an Apostle clearly teaches us that the pope, the successor of Saint Peter, 
has the authority and responsibility to appoint new Apostles—bishops—as needed. 

After this mention of Matthias in the Acts of the Apostles, nothing more is said about him. We know nothing for certain 
about his life and ministry after his becoming one of the first bishops of the Church. According to various traditions, 
Matthias travelled north to Cappadocia, modern-day central Turkey, and then east to the Caspian Sea, modern-day 
Georgia. He is believed to have died a martyr by crucifixion or may have even been stoned and then beheaded. Other 
traditions state that he travelled south to modern-day Sudan and Ethiopia. 

The Church Father from a century later, Saint Clement of Alexandria,  quotes Saint Matthias as follows: “It behoves us to 
combat the flesh, and make use of it, without pampering it by unlawful gratifications. As to the soul, we must develop her 
power by faith and knowledge.” This quote reveals the deep spiritual knowledge Saint Matthias had regarding the 
importance of the mortification of the flesh and the spiritual necessity of faith. There is little doubt that the three years he 
spent as a disciple of Jesus prepared him for his ministry as a bishop. And there is little doubt that his ministry as a bishop 
brought about the conversion and sanctification of many. 

Saint Matthias, you heard Jesus calling you to follow Him from the very beginning of His public ministry.  
You responded with generosity, fulfilling the humble role of a disciple and missionary.  When you were chosen as one 

of the Twelve and ordained a bishop, you fulfilled your shepherding duty of spreading the Gospel to the ends of the 
earth. Please pray for me, that I will listen to the voice of God and respond to His call generously all the days of my life. 

Saint Matthias, pray for me. Jesus, I trust in You.  



Pope Leo XIV   

Pope Leo has restarted his catechesis series on the Second Vatican Council and its 
documents which he is giving at his weekly Wednesday General Audience. This is 
the catechesis that he gave on Wednesday 6th May.  

Catechesis. The Documents of Vatican Council II.  
 II. Dogmatic Constitution Lumen gentium.  
8. The Church, pilgrim in history towards the heavenly homeland  

Brothers and sisters, good morning and welcome! 

As we focus today on a section of Chapter VII of the Second Vatican Council’s 
Constitution on the Church, let us reflect on one of its defining characteristics: 
its eschatological dimension. The Church, in fact, journeys through this earthly 
history always looking towards her final destination, which is the heavenly 
homeland. This is an essential dimension which, however, we often overlook or 
downplay, because we are too focused on what is immediately visible and on the 
more concrete dynamics of the life of the Christian community. 

The Church is God’s people journeying through history, which has the Kingdom of God as the purpose of all her action 
(cf. LG, 9). Jesus initiated the Church precisely by proclaiming this Kingdom of love, justice and peace (cf. LG, 5). We are 
therefore called to consider the community and cosmic dimension of salvation in Christ and to turn our eyes to this final 
horizon, to measure and evaluate everything from this perspective. 

The Church lives in history in the service of the coming of the Kingdom of God in the world. She proclaims the words of this 
promise to all and always; she receives a pledge of it in the celebration of the Sacraments, particularly the Eucharist; she puts 
its logic into practice and experiences it in relationships of love and service. Furthermore, she knows that she is the place and 
the means where union with Christ is realized “more closely” (LG, 48), whilst at the same time recognizing that salvation can 
be bestowed by God in the Holy Spirit even beyond her visible boundaries. 

In this regard, the Constitution Lumen gentium makes an important statement: the Church is the “universal sacrament of 
salvation” (LG, 48), that is, the sign and instrument of that fullness of life and peace promoted by God. This means that she 
does not identify perfectly with the Kingdom of God, but is its seed and beginning, for its fulfilment will be granted to 
humanity and the cosmos only at the end. Believers in Christ, therefore, walk through this earthly history, marked by the 
maturation of good but also by injustices and sufferings, without being either deluded or despairing; they live guided by the 
promise received from the One who will “make all things new” (Rev 21:5). Therefore, the Church realizes her mission 
between the “already” of the beginning of the Kingdom of God in Jesus, and the “not yet” of the promised and anticipated 
fulfilment. As the guardian of a hope that enlightens the path, she is also invested with the mission of speaking clearly to 
reject everything that mortifies life and prevents its development, and to take a position in favour of the poor, the exploited, 
the victims of violence and war, and all those who suffer in body and in spirit (cf. Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the 
Church, no. 159). 

As the sign and sacrament of the Kingdom, the Church is the pilgrim people of God on earth who, drawing precisely on the 
final promise, reads and interprets the dynamics of history through the Gospel, denouncing evil in all its forms and 
proclaiming, in word and deed, the salvation that Christ wishes to bring about for all humanity and His Kingdom of justice, 
love and peace. The Church, therefore, does not proclaim herself; on the contrary, everything within her must point to 
salvation in Christ. 

From this perspective, the Church is called to recognize humbly the human fragility and transience of her own institutions 
who, despite being at the service of the Kingdom of God, bear the fleeting image of this world (cf. LG, 48). No ecclesial 
institution can be treated as absolute; indeed, since they exist within history and time, they are called to continual conversion, 
to the renewal of forms and the reform of structures, to the continual regeneration of relationships, so that they may truly 
fulfil their mission. 

Within the horizon of the Kingdom of God, we must also understand the relationship between the Christians who are 
carrying out their mission today, and those who have already completed their earthly existence and are in a state of 
purification or beatitude. Lumen gentium, in fact, affirms that all Christians form a single Church, that there is communion 

and sharing of spiritual goods founded on the union 
with Christ of all believers, 
a fraterna sollicitudo between the earthly Church and 
the heavenly Church: that communion of saints that is 
experienced in particular in the liturgy (cf. LG, 49-
51). By praying for the departed and following in the 
footsteps of those who have already lived as disciples 
of Jesus, we too are sustained on our journey and 
strengthen our worship of God: marked by the one 
Spirit and united in the one liturgy, together with 
those who have gone before us in faith, we praise and 
give glory to the Most Holy Trinity. 

Let us be grateful to the Council Fathers for 
reminding us of this most important and beautiful 
aspect of being Christian, and may we strive to 
cultivate it in our lives. 



Archbishop Richard reflects on a year of Pope Leo XIV 
We celebrate the first anniversary of Pope Leo XIV’s pontificate on Friday, 8 May 2026. A year ago, Cardinal Robert 
Francis Prevost was elected the successor of St Peter and 267th Bishop of Rome after just four ballots of the conclave. 

New president of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales, Archbishop Richard Moth, reflects on the 
messages and themes of his pontificate so far: 

“On this first anniversary of his election, I join in offering congratulations to Pope Leo XIV. Since his election, he has been 
a clear and consistent voice calling us to share the peace of Christ. He has reminded us that true peace is not simply the 
product of human effort but a gift of the Holy Spirit. To work for peace, therefore, is an act of evangelisation. 

“Pope Leo has also spoken with clarity about the dignity of the human person, urging a renewed confidence in human 
creativity, imagination and intellect. In so doing, he has warned against the danger of allowing technological development 
to diminish or distort what it means to be made in the image and likeness of God. 

“In his Apostolic Exhortation Dilexi te, he calls us to reflect more deeply the love God has shown to us, especially in our 
care for the poor. At a time of growing conflict and division, he is a point of unity, demonstrating through both word and 
example how we are enabled to remain centred on Christ. 

“Much attention has been given to his being the first American pope. Perhaps more significant is his being the first 
Augustinian to sit in the Chair of St. Peter. At a time when so many hearts are restless, St Augustine leads us again to the 
peace found in the Sacred Heart of Christ. 

“I am grateful to the Holy Father for his service to the Church, for the trust he has shown in appointing me as Archbishop 
of Westminster and I assure him of my prayers and the prayers of the whole Catholic community of this Diocese and 
beyond. 

“Ad multos annos!” 

Bishop Curry: Prayer, words and ‘concrete action’ needed to end settler violence in only 
Christian village in the West Bank 
On Thursday, 7th May, residents of 
Taybeh, the last entirely Palestinian 
Christian village in the West Bank, 
reported that Israeli settlers 
stormed their land and established a 
new illegal outpost. Residents also 
said settlers threatened to kill those 
returning to their property and later 
seized a nearby quarry. 

Bishop Jim Curry visited Taybeh 
earlier this year as part of the Holy 
Land Coordination and celebrated 
Mass with the parish community at 
Christ the Redeemer Church. 
Responding to the reports, he said: 

“When I visited Taybeh in January, 
I was deeply concerned to learn 
about the rising tide of settler 
attacks carried out in and around 
the village. This recent attack highlights the continued plight of the Christians, and their neighbours, who belong to the land 
and only wish to live in peace with dignity. 

“This is not an isolated incident but part of a wider pattern of intimidation and violence that too often goes unaddressed. 
The danger is that such violence only deepens division and makes the prospect of peace and security unattainable. As the 
Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem, Cardinal Pierbattista Pizzaballa, rightly noted in his recent letter, violence is never the answer: 
‘Force cannot be the ultimate horizon, nor can it serve as the foundation on which to build a peaceful future.’ 

Bishop Curry encouraged Catholics and people of goodwill in England and Wales to show their fraternity and support to 
the people of Taybeh. He said: 

“It is easy to feel helpless and not know what to do in the face of these repeated attacks, but we must not be discouraged. 
Prayers and words of concern are important, they need also to be accompanied by concrete action. One such action is 
solidarity through encounter. 

“I encourage Christians in England and Wales to continue supporting the communities of the Holy Land through 
pilgrimage and presence. Visiting places such as Taybeh, when it is safe to do so, will help you to stand in solidarity with 
local families and businesses as they face increasing intimidation and economic pressures that risk driving them out of their 
homeland. 

Speaking as the Lead Bishop for the Holy Land for the Bishops’ Conference, Bishop Curry concluded: 

“The Bishops of England and Wales have repeatedly raised these concerns directly with the UK government. Nevertheless, 
I urge all those with influence and responsibility to do everything possible to prevent further violence and uphold the 
dignity and rights of all people in the Holy Land.” 



Holy Spirit Novena 
ACT OF CONSECRATION TO THE HOLY SPIRIT:  

On my knees before the great multitude of heavenly witnesses, I offer myself, soul and body to You, Eternal Spirit of 
God.  

I adore the brightness of Your purity, the unerring keenness of Your justice, and the might of Your love. You are the 
Strength and Light of my soul. In You I live and move and am. 

I desire never to grieve You by unfaithfulness to grace and I pray with all my heart to be kept from the smallest sin 
against You. Mercifully guard my every thought and grant that I may always watch for Your light, and listen to Your 
voice, and follow Your gracious inspirations. 

I cling to You and give myself to You and ask You, by Your compassion to watch over me in my weakness. 

Holding the pierced Feet of Jesus and looking at His Five Wounds, and trusting in His Precious Blood and adoring 
His opened Side and stricken Heart, I implore You, Adorable Spirit, Helper of my infirmity, to keep me in Your grace 
that I may never sin against You.  

Give me grace O Holy Spirit, Spirit of the Father and the Son to say to You always and everywhere, ‘Speak Lord for 
Your servant heareth.’ Amen. 

Friday 30th May 

Holy Spirit, Lord of Light. From Your clear celestial height, 
Your pure beaming radiance give. Only one thing is 
important, eternal salvation. Only one thing, therefore, is to 
be feared, sin. 

Sin is the result of ignorance, weakness, and indifference 
The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Light, of Strength, and of 
Love. With His sevenfold gifts He enlightens the mind, 
strengthens the will, and inflames the heart with love of 
God. To ensure our salvation we ought to invoke the Divine 
Spirit daily, for The Spirit helpeth our infirmity. We know 
not what we should pray for as we ought. But the Spirit 
Himself asketh for us. 

Almighty and eternal God, Who hast vouchsafed to 
regenerate us by water and the Holy Spirit, and hast 
given us forgiveness all sins, vouchsafe to send forth 
from heaven upon us your sevenfold Spirit, the Spirit of 
Wisdom and Understanding, the Spirit of Counsel and 
fortitude, the Spirit of Knowledge and Piety, and fill us 
with the Spirit of Holy Fear. Amen. 

Our Father and Hail Mary ONCE. Glory be to the Father 
SEVEN TIMES. 

Concluding Prayer 

O Lord Jesus Christ Who, before ascending into heaven did promise to send the Holy Spirit to finish Your work in 
the souls of Your Apostles and Disciples, deign to grant the same Holy Spirit to me that He may perfect in my soul, 
the work of Your grace and Your love. 

Grant me the Spirit of Wisdom that I may despise the perishable things of this world and aspire only after the things 
that are eternal, the Spirit of Understanding to enlighten my mind with the light of Your divine truth, the Spirit on 
Counsel that I may ever choose the surest way of pleasing God and gaining heaven, the Spirit of Fortitude that I may 
bear my cross with You and that I may overcome with courage all the obstacles that oppose my salvation, the Spirit 
of Knowledge that I may know God and know myself and grow perfect in the science of the Saints, the Spirit of Piety 
that I may find the service of God sweet and amiable, and the Spirit of Fear that I may be filled with a loving 
reverence towards God and may dread in any way to displease Him. 

Mark me, dear Lord with the sign of Your true disciples, and animate me in all things with Your Spirit. Amen. 

Saturday 31st May 

Come, Father of the poor. Come, treasures which endure. 
Come, Light of all that live. The gift of Fear fills us with a 
sovereign respect for God, and makes us dread nothing so 
much as to offend Him by sin. 

It is a fear that arises, not from the thought of hell, but from 
sentiments of reverence and filial submission to our 
heavenly Father. It is the fear that is the beginning of 
wisdom, detaching us from worldly pleasures that could in 
any way separate us from God. They that fear the Lord will 
prepare their hearts, and in His sight will sanctify their souls. 

Come, O blessed Spirit of Holy Fear, penetrate my 
inmost heart, that I may set you, my Lord and God, 
before my face forever, help me to shun all things that 
can offend You, and make me worthy to appear before 
the pure eyes of Your Divine Majesty in heaven, where 
You live and reign in the unity of the ever Blessed 
Trinity, God world without end. Amen.  

Our Father and Hail Mary ONCE. Glory be to the Father 
SEVEN TIMES. 

 

Ascension Day 
(Holy Day of Obligation) 

St Matthew’s 
9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  

9:40am Morning Prayer   
10.00am: Mass followed By Rosary  

St Joseph’s 
6.00pm Holy Hour for Vocations 
7.00pm: Mass followed By Rosary  



Readings at  Sunday Mass 

First reading                       Acts 8:5-8, 14-17 

In those days: Philip went down to the city of Samaria and 
proclaimed to them the Christ. And the crowds with one 
accord paid attention to what was being said by Philip, when 
they heard him and saw the signs that he did. For unclean 
spirits, crying out with a loud voice, came out of many who 
had them, and many who were paralysed or lame were 
healed. So there was much joy in that city. 

Now when the Apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had 
received the word of God, they sent to them Peter and John, 
who came down and prayed for them that they might receive 
the Holy Spirit, for he had not yet fallen on any of them, but 
they had only been baptised in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
Then they laid their hands on them and they received the 
Holy Spirit. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 Responsorial Psalm     66(65):1-3a. 4-5. 6-7a. 16, 20. ℟1 

Cry out with joy to God, all the earth. 

Cry out with joy to God, all the earth; 
O sing to the glory of his name. 
O render him glorious praise. 
Say to God, ‘How wondrous your deeds!’ 

Cry out with joy to God, all the earth. 

‘Before you all the earth shall bow down, 
shall sing to you, sing to your name!’ 
Come and see the works of God: 
his wondrous deeds among the children of Adam.  

Cry out with joy to God, all the earth. 

He turned the sea into dry land; 
they passed through the river on foot. 
Let our joy, then, be in him; 
he rules for ever by his might.  

Cry out with joy to God, all the earth. 

Come and hear, all who fear God; 
I will tell what he did for my soul. 
Blest be God, who did not reject my prayer, 
nor withhold from me his merciful love.  

Cry out with joy to God, all the earth. 

Second reading                                 1 Peter 3:15-18 
Beloved: In your hearts honour Christ the Lord as holy, 
always being prepared to make a defence to anyone who 
asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it 
with gentleness and respect, having a good conscience, so 
that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good 
behaviour in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to 
suffer for doing good, if that should be God’s will, than for 
doing evil. For Christ also suffered once for sins, the 
righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, 
being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, says the Lord, 
and my Father will love him, and we will come to him.. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Gospel                          ohn 14:15-21 

The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

At that time: Jesus said to his disciples, ‘If you love me, you 
will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and 
he will give you another Helper, to be with you for ever, 
even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, 
because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, 
for he dwells with you and will be in you. 

‘I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. Yet a 
little while and the world will see me no more, but you will 
see me. Because I live, you also will live. In that day you 
will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in 
you. Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it 
is who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my 
Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.’ 

The Gospel of The Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Westminster Prayer for Vocations 
God our Father, 

You give us the Sacraments as signs 
and instruments of your love and mercy. 

Draw from amongst your disciples 
men who are willing to serve your Church generously 

as priests in the Diocese of Westminster, 
to minister to your people and to proclaim the Gospel to all. 

Send your Spirit to guide and strengthen them, 
to be their companion on the journey, 

as they discern your will for their lives. 
This prayer we make through Christ our Lord. Amen 

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate Pray for us 
St John Southworth Pray for us 

Month of Prayer for Vocations 
Archbishop Richard is asking the whole diocese to pray for 
vocations to the priesthood. We know that it is from 
amongst his people that God calls his shepherds, and so, 
between Good Shepherd Sunday and Pentecost, we will 
dedicate one of our periods of Exposition each week as  a 
Holy Hour devoted to the following intentions: 

Week Two (Sunday 3rd May, 8.00pm in St Matthew’s) 
Pray for those currently discerning the priesthood. 
Week Three (Thursday 14th May, 6pm in St Joseph’s) 
Pray for seminarians in their formation. 
Week Four (Friday 22nd May, 9.00am in St Matthew’s) 
Pray for your parish's priests and all clergy serving in the 
diocese 

Lamp Prayer Intentions  

(St Matthew’s)  

Blessed Sacrament   

James Henderson 

Our Lady  

Those being Confirmed from our parishes 

(St Joseph’s ) 

Blessed Sacrament   

Those  receiving their First Holy Communion  

Our Lady 

Pope Leo  XIV 



Parish Directory   
Parish Priest: Fr Tom Montgomery Email: tommontgomery@rcdow.org.uk 

Tel: 01923 840736 Emergency: 07576 455450             
Deacon: Rev Hervé Boisson Email: herveboisson@rcdow.org.uk 

Parish Office St Matthew’s 
Cheryl Myring 
Siobhan Hogg 
Tel: 01923 840736 
Email: northwood@rcdow.org.uk 

St Joseph’s 
Linda Grimes 
 
Tel: 020 8428 0088  
Email: carpenderspark@rcdow.org.uk 

Catechetical Team Elvadia Tolputt 
northwoodcat@rcdow.org.uk 

Donna Osborne 
carpenderscatechist@rcdow.org.uk 

Colette Quirk & Elizabeth Scudder 
Email: 
northwoodsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  

Awaiting Appointment Parish Safeguarding  
Representatives  

Or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk  

Please join us in praying for those who are sick and those who have died: 
Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which  

are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.  
For those who are sick: Lourdes D’Silva Torres, James Conradi, Jean Isaac, Anne Paget, Mary Vaughan, Helen Jones, 
Sinead Ceasar, Gilda Kumarathasan, Siobhan Frost, Leslie Caesar, Mary Elizabeth Thomas, Georgette Gornall,   
Ann Archer, Kathleen Lynch, Kathleen Andrews, Harry Nandlal, Dawn Tannian, Phil Carey, Alice Sheppard,   
Brendan Davern, Shay Murray, Ruby King, John Wildsmith, Cecil Swampillai, Belinda Plummer,  
Marilyn Theodore, Veronica Savill, Levan Soloman, Patricia Procter,  Philip Wilson, Mary Hyde, King Charles,  
Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Peter Fitzpatrick,  Mark O’Connor, Marie Marron, Carol-Ann Frost, Ada Barker,  
Ron Picardo, Kerry Blackburn, James Wilson, Rafael Pino, Julius Fayiti,  Anna Kelly, Justin, Margaret Downing,  as well as 
others for whom we have been praying together recently.  
For those who have died recently Vlad, Fr Colin McLean and all who have died as a result of violence, war and conflict or 
natural disaster.  
For those whose anniversary occurs around this time:   Joan Clark, Bridget Byrne, Vicky McCaffery, William Storey, 
Sheila Waterford, Wilfred Paines, Mercy J Emiko, Sylvia Esther Emmanel, James Henderson, Hugh Kelly, Esther Stevens, 
James Hurley, John Gibbs, Danny Crillo, Martin John Butler, Phyllis Morris, John Dowling, Hilda Rogers, Edward Dunne 
Peter Leach. 
Pope’s Prayer Intention for May. That everyone may have food, We pray that everyone, from large producers to small 
consumers, be committed to avoid wasting food and to ensure that everyone has access to quality food.  

Worship this week 
Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to have a Mass intention (or lamp prayer intention) for a particular date. 

   5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Paul Tissington RIP (Anniv) (St Joseph’s)  

Sunday 10th  9.00am: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Matthew’s) 
SIXTH  SUNDAY 11.15am: Mass - Tom Teehan RIP (2nd Anniv) (St Joseph’s) 
OF EASTER  6.00pm: Confirmation Mass (St Matthew’s)    

Monday 11th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   
Easter Feria  10.00am: Mass - Elizabeth Bell (Birthday Intentions) (St Matthew’s)     

Tuesday 12th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  09:40 Morning Prayer   
Easter Feria    10.00am: Mass - Maurice & Florence Rodrigo + John Crowle RIP  Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s)
Wednesday 13th  NO PUBLIC MASS  
Our Lady of Fatima     

Thursday 14th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   
The Ascension of  10.00am: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Matthew’s)  
The Lord  6.00pm Holy Hour for Vocations (Intention - Pray for seminarians in their formation.) 
Day of Obligation 7.00pm Mass - Elizabeth Wastell RIP Followed By Rosary  (St Joseph’s)  

Friday 15th   9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   
Easter Feria  10.00am: Mass - Tony Marano RIP Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s)  
   7.00pm: Requiem Mass for Audrey Potts RIP (St Matthew’s)  

Saturday 16th 9.45 Morning Prayer  Followed By Rosary  

Easter Feria   10.30am: Mass - Ena Jones RIP (Anniv) (St Matthew’s) 

   11.00am - 11.50am: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions ending with Benediction  

   2.00pm: First Holy Communion Mass (St Joseph’s) 
   5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Rajakulendran Arulananthar RIP (St Joseph’s)  

Sunday 17th  9.00am: Mass - Maura & Jim Ferguson (60th Wedding Anniversary) (St Matthew’s) 
SEVENTH   11.15am: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Joseph’s) 
SUNDAY     2.00pm: First Holy Communion Mass (St Joseph’s) 

OF EASTER  6.00pm: Mass - No Intention Yet (St Matthew’s) 


