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Dear Parishioners 
As we come to the Seventh Sunday of Easter, the Church invites us into a quiet but very meaningful moment in the Easter 

season. The joy of the Resurrection is still with us. The Ascension has just been celebrated. Yet Pentecost has not quite 

arrived. The disciples are waiting — prayerfully, faithfully, and together. 

Many of us know what it is like to live in that kind of waiting. We wait for good news, for healing, for peace in our 

families, for clarity about the future, or simply for strength to carry the burdens of daily life. This Sunday reminds us that 

waiting is not wasted time when it is lived with faith. 

In the Gospel, we hear Jesus praying for his disciples before his Passion. It is a deeply moving passage because we are 

allowed to glimpse the heart of Christ. On the night before he suffered and died, Jesus prayed for those he loved. He prayed 

that they would remain faithful, united, and close to the Father. That prayer was not only for the apostles long ago — it is 

also for us. Jesus continues to hold his Church, his people, and each one of us in his loving care. 

The First Reading shows the apostles gathered together in prayer with Mary as they await the coming of the Holy Spirit. It 

is a beautiful image of the Church: ordinary people, uncertain about what lies ahead, but staying together and trusting in 

God’s promise. That is very much what parish life is about too. We come together week by week not because we have 

every answer, but because we know we need the Lord and we need one another. 

At this time of year we also celebrate many joyful occasions in parish life — First Holy Communions, Confirmations, 

weddings, baptisms, and school celebrations. We give thanks for the young people and families who are growing in faith 

among us. Their joy reminds us that the Holy Spirit is still at work in the Church today. 

As we prepare for Pentecost next Sunday, perhaps we can all make a simple prayer our own this week: “Come, Holy 

Spirit.” We might pray it before beginning the day, before making a difficult decision, or when we feel worried or tired. The 

Holy Spirit brings courage where there is fear, hope where there is discouragement, and peace where hearts are troubled. 

We also have the gift of praying the Novena to the Holy Spirit during these days too. 

Let us also continue to pray for all who are struggling at this time: the sick, the lonely, those facing financial worries, those 

grieving loved ones, and all caught up in war and violence throughout the world. May our parish always be a place where 

people encounter not only the welcome of a community, but the love and mercy of Christ himself. 

May Our Lady, who prayed with the apostles as they waited for Pentecost, keep us faithful, hopeful, and open to the gifts of 

the Holy Spirit. 

With all my prayers and best wishes 

Fr Tom 

St Joseph’s Church  
111 Oxhey Drive,  

Watford  
WD19 7SW 

Parish Office Hours 
Tuesday, Thursday: 9.30am - 3.30pm 

You can make a 

donation to either  

parish by using the 

appropriate QR code. 

Regina Caeli 
V. O Queen of Heaven, rejoice, alleluia: 
R. For he whom you did merit to bear, alleluia, 
V. Has risen, as he said, alleluia. 
R. Pray for us to God, alleluia. 
V. Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia. 
R. For the Lord has risen indeed, alleluia. 
God our Father, you give joy to the world by the resurrection of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Through the prayers of his 
mother, the Virgin Mary, bring us to the happiness of eternal life. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen.  



 Congratulations 
We congratulate those young people who received Holy Communion for the first time last weekend, and for our teenagers 
who were confirmed by Bishop Jim last Sunday evening. 

Thank You 
A huge thank you to all who made these Masses possible. Our parents who supported their children, our catechists, those 
who prepared the church and those who took on roles within the Mass. 

The Catechists and Fr Tom would also like to thank those who gave them gifts and cards. It is much appreciated - thank you. 

The Original Novena 
The period between Ascension Day and Pentecost is the original novena in the church. We will mark it with a novena to the 
Holy Spirit which will begin on Friday. Prayers are on page six of this newsletter and will appear each day on the St 
Matthew’s Facebook page. https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100066555797677 

Catholic Women's League 
We are a small, happy group of friendly ladies, who meet at St Joseph's Church, on the second Monday of the month at 2pm. 
We are part of the Westminster branch of the CWL. We have tea, biscuits, a raffle and chat about events we are organising 
and participate in  initiatives organised by the  main CWL body. We would welcome any new members to our 
group ,especially those from St Matthew's Church (Welcome to those who joined us this month).  The next meeting is on 
Monday 8th June. (Entrance is using the side door  of the church).  For  more details contact any of the following: Ann 
Farrell  07922 836030, Breda Griffin 07738 363932, Pauline James  07511 668812.   

Good Books 
Our reading selection for our next meeting, at 7 pm on Wednesday 10th June in the Fr Bebb Room at St Matthew's, is The 
Wartime Bookclub by Kate Thompson . New members to the group are always welcome, both in person and via WhatsApp 
(contact mrsjulieshelton@gmail.com). 

Canopy for Corpus Christi 
Last year we were able to borrow a canopy for the Corpus Christi Procession. We have ordered a new one for our parishes. 
Mrs Payne at St Joseph’s School has agreed to arranging some fundraising events to help pay for this. Please keep an eye on 
what the school will be doing. We are grateful for St Joseph’s School in opening up the school grounds to enable us to 
celebrate Corpus Christi in such a special way. 

Upcoming Celebratory Masses 
Sunday 7th June 11.15am Mass and Corpus Christi Procession  (St Joseph’s) 
Thursday 25th June 7.00pm Mass of Thanksgiving for  Fr  Tom’s  10th Anniversary of Ordination (St Joseph’s) 

Request for Volunteers 
A request has been put out to see if anyone is able to help tidy up the grounds of St Joseph’s. If you fancy doing a little bit of 
weeding before next weekend, please just drop Linda an email to let her know. 

Catechectical Programme for next year. 
Registration for Holy Communion and Confirmation opens after half term. Listen for announcements in upcoming Masses. 
Classes begin in September.  

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)  
If you are not a Catholic and are interested in becoming one, or if you are a baptised Catholic but have not received the other 
Sacraments of Initiation (Holy Communion and Confirmation) then please speak to Fr Tom after Mass to arrange to meet and 
talk about things further. Fr  Tom looks forward to hearing from you.. 

 
God May Be Calling You. 

But most probably not on your phone 

Please turn your phone to silent. 



Saint of The Week 
 Saint Bernardine of Siena, Priest 

Patron Saint of public relations, public speaking, and advertisers 
Invoked against gambling addictions and chest problems  

The name of Jesus is the splendor of preachers, because it causes His Word to be 
proclaimed and heard with glowing splendour. Whence, do you think, came the 
great, sudden, and shining light of faith that filled the world, if not from the 
preaching of Jesus? Was it not by the light and sweetness of this Name that God 
called us into His wonderful light? It is to us, on whom the light has shone and who 
in that light see light, that the apostle addresses these apt words: “Once you were 
darkness, but now you are light in the Lord; walk as children of the light.”…Hence 
this Name must be proclaimed so that it may shine; it must not be hidden.  

~Sermon of Saint Bernardine ”  

Bernardine was born into a noble family in Massa Marittima, in the Province of 
Siena, Italy. Orphaned before age seven, Bernadine lived with an aunt whose devout 
Catholicism greatly influenced him. He grew in love for the poor and would give his 
food away rather than refuse a beggar. 

While studying civil and canon law in Siena, the young Bernadine fasted every 
Saturday in honor of the Blessed Virgin Mary and engaged only in reverent 
conversations. At age seventeen, he joined the Confraternity of Our Lady, whose 
members assisted at a local hospital that cared for the sick, orphans, poor, and 
pilgrims. Three years later, a plague hit Siena, killing countless people, including 
many hospital workers. Bernardine gathered twelve young men who ran the hospital 
and cared for the sick. Soon, Bernardine fell ill and remained bedridden for four 
months, using that time to deepen his prayer. When he recovered, he cared for a blind and bedridden aunt until her death. 

Around age twenty-two, Bernardine discerned God calling him to join the Franciscan Friars of the Strict Observance. He 
regularly exceeded the normal disciplines of the order, joyfully imposing upon himself severe penances and more prayer. 
Twenty-four-year-old Bernardine was ordained a priest on his birthday, the Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. 

Father Bernardine deeply desired the salvation of souls. He longed to preach but struggled with a speech impediment. 
Through prayer, he realized that preaching did not depend on an eloquent or strong voice, but upon God’s interior 
presence. Over the next thirty-plus years, his faith and charity made him a beloved preacher. He traveled on foot from town 
to town, all over Italy. When the churches could not hold the crowds, he preached in the public squares. Father Bernardine 
preached not only Christ’s words, he preached Christ Himself Who lived in Him. A few words from his mouth produced 
more good fruit than other friars’ hours of sermons.  

Bernadine preached against materialism, sexual immorality, indecent conversations, and gambling. He would gather 
immoral items, such as cards, immodest clothing, dice, and perfumes, and burn them in the public square in a “bonfire of 
vanities.” He promoted devotion to the Holy Name of Jesus through the symbol “IHS,” the first three letters of Jesus’ name 
in Greek. Without a strong Italian government, conflicts between neighboring cities abounded. Through his preaching, 
individuals reconciled, and entire cities ended their wars and conflicts. Miraculous prophecies and healings accompanied 
his preaching, and he is said to have raised four people from the dead. 

As often happens with saintly preachers, someone accused Bernadine of heretical teaching. After Father Bernadine’s trial 
in Rome, the pope declared him innocent, and he resumed his mission with the blessing of the holy father who called him a 
second Saint Paul. Later, Bernadine was appointed Vicar General of his order, and for five years he worked at reform. For 
the last two years of his life, he traveled, preached, and saved many souls. Six years after his death, he was canonized a 
saint.. 

Saint Bernardine, your deepest desire was to love, praise,  
and adore God and to give Him the glory due His Name.  
Please pray that I will always glorify Jesus’ Holy Name,  

and that through me, God will inspire many others to do the same.  
Saint Bernardine of Siena, pray for me. Jesus, I trust in You. 

Saturday 13th June 

7.30pm  

St Matthew’s Hall 

Ploughman’s Supper - Raffle - Bar 

 

Tickets - £12.50 

Tickets available from both parish offices from Tuesday 



Holy Spirit Novena 
 

ACT OF CONSECRATION TO THE HOLY SPIRIT:  

On my knees before the great multitude of heavenly witnesses, I offer myself, soul and body to You, Eternal Spirit of 
God.  

I adore the brightness of Your purity, the unerring keenness of Your justice, and the might of Your love. You are the 
Strength and Light of my soul. In You I live and move and am. 

I desire never to grieve You by unfaithfulness to grace and I pray with all my heart to be kept from the smallest sin 
against You. Mercifully guard my every thought and grant that I may always watch for Your light, and listen to Your 
voice, and follow Your gracious inspirations. 

I cling to You and give myself to You and ask You, by Your compassion to watch over me in my weakness. 

Holding the pierced Feet of Jesus and looking at His Five Wounds, and trusting in His Precious Blood and adoring 
His opened Side and stricken Heart, I implore You, Adorable Spirit, Helper of my infirmity, to keep me in Your grace 
that I may never sin against You.  

Give me grace O Holy Spirit, Spirit of the Father and the Son to say to You always and everywhere, ‘Speak Lord for 
Your servant heareth.’ Amen. 

Saturday 16th May 

Come, Father of the poor. Come, treasures which endure. 

Come, Light of all that live. The gift of Fear fills us with a 

sovereign respect for God, and makes us dread nothing so 

much as to offend Him by sin. 

It is a fear that arises, not from the thought of hell, but from 

sentiments of reverence and filial submission to our 

heavenly Father. It is the fear that is the beginning of 

wisdom, detaching us from worldly pleasures that could in 

any way separate us from God. They that fear the Lord will 

prepare their hearts, and in His sight will sanctify their souls. 

Come, O blessed Spirit of Holy Fear, penetrate my 

inmost heart, that I may set you, my Lord and God, 

before my face forever, help me to shun all things that 

can offend You, and make me worthy to appear before 

the pure eyes of Your Divine Majesty in heaven, where 

You live and reign in the unity of the ever Blessed 

Trinity, God world without end. Amen.  

Our Father and Hail Mary ONCE. Glory be to the Father 

SEVEN TIMES. 

Sunday 17th May 

Thou, of all consolers best, Visiting the troubled breast, Dost 

refreshing peace bestow. The gift of Piety begets in our 

hearts a filial affection for God as our most loving Father. 

It inspires us to love and respect for His sake persons and 

things consecrated to Him, as well as those who are vested 

with His authority, His Blessed Mother and the Saints, the 

Church and its visible Head, our parents and superiors, our 

country and its rulers. He who is filled with the gift of Piety 

finds the practice of his religion, not a burdensome duty, but 

a delightful service. Where there is love, there is no labour. 

Come, O Blessed Spirit of Piety, possess my heart. 

Enkindle therein such a love for God, that I may find 

satisfaction only in His service, and for His sake lovingly 

submit to all legitimate authority. Amen.  

Our Father and Hail Mary ONCE. Glory be to the Father 

SEVEN TIMES. 

Monday 18th May 

Thou in toil art comfort sweet, Pleasant coolness in the heat, 

solace in the midst of woe. By the gift of Fortitude the soul 

is strengthened against natural fear, and supported to the end 

in the performance of duty. 

Fortitude imparts to the will an impulse and energy which 

move it to under take without hesitancy the most arduous 

tasks, to face dangers, to trample under foot human respect, 

and to endure without complaint the slow martyrdom of 

even lifelong tribulation. He that shall persevere unto the 

end, he shall be saved. 

Come, O Blessed Spirit of Fortitude, uphold my soul in 

time of trouble and adversity, sustain my efforts after 

holiness, strengthen my weakness, give me courage 

against all the assaults of my enemies, that I may never 

be overcome and separated from Thee, my God and 

greatest Good. Amen .  

Our Father and Hail Mary ONCE. Glory be to the Father 

SEVEN TIMES. 

Tuesday 19th May 

Light immortal! Light Divine! Visit Thou these hearts of 

Thine, And our inmost being fill! The gift of Knowledge 

enables the soul to evaluate created things at their true worth 

— in their relation to God. 

Knowledge unmasks the pretense of creatures, reveals their 

emptiness, and points out their only true purpose as 

instruments in the service of God. It shows us the loving 

care of God even in adversity, and directs us to glorify Him 

in every circumstance of life. Guided by its light, we put 

first things first, and prize the friendship of God beyond all 

else. Knowledge is a fountain of life to him that possesseth 

it. 

Come, O Blessed Spirit of Knowledge, and grant that I 

may perceive the will of the Father; show me the 

nothingness of earthly things, that I may realize their 

vanity and use them only for Thy glory and my own 

salvation, looking ever beyond them to Thee, and Thy 

eternal rewards. Amen.  

Our Father and Hail Mary ONCE. Glory be to the Father 

SEVEN TIMES. 



Wednesday 20th May 

If Thou take Thy grace away, nothing pure in man will 

stay, All his good is turn’d to ill. Understanding, as a gift 

of the Holy Spirit, helps us to grasp the meaning of the 

truths of our holy religion BY faith we know them, but by 

Understanding we learn to appreciate and relish them. 

It enables us to penetrate the inner meaning of revealed 

truths and through them to be quickened to newness of 

life. Our faith ceases to be sterile and inactive, but inspires 

a mode of life that bears eloquent testimony to the faith 

that is in us; we begin to walk worthy of God in all things 

pleasing, and increasing in the knowledge of God. 

Come, O Spirit of Understanding, and enlighten our 

minds, that we may know and believe all the mysteries 

of salvation; and may merit at last to see the eternal 

light in Thy Light; and in the light of glory to have a 

clear vision of Thee and the Father and the Son. Amen.  

Our Father and Hail Mary ONCE. Glory be to the 

Father SEVEN TIMES. 

Thursday 21st May 

Heal our wounds, our strength renews; On our dryness 

pour Thy dew, Wash the stains of guilt away. The gift of 

Counsel endows the soul with supernatural prudence, 

enabling it to judge promptly and rightly what must done, 

especially in difficult circumstances. 

Counsel applies the principles furnished by Knowledge 

and Understanding to the innumerable concrete cases that 

confront us in the course of our daily duty as parents, 

teachers, public servants, and Christian citizens. Counsel is 

supernatural common sense, a priceless treasure in the 

quest of salvation. Above all these things, pray to the Most 

High, that He may direct thy way in truth. 

Come, O Spirit of Counsel, help and guide me in all my 

ways, that I may always do Thy holy will. Incline my 

heart to that which is good; turn it away from all that 

is evil, and direct me by the straight path of Thy 

commandments to that goal of eternal life for which I 

long. Amen.  

Our Father and Hail Mary ONCE. Glory be to the 

Father SEVEN TIMES. 

Friday 22nd May 

Bend the stubborn heart and will, melt the frozen warm the 

chill. Guide the steps that go astray! Embodying all the 

Concluding Prayer 

O Lord Jesus Christ Who, before ascending into heaven did promise to send the Holy Spirit to finish Your work in 

the souls of Your Apostles and Disciples, deign to grant the same Holy Spirit to me that He may perfect in my soul, 

the work of Your grace and Your love. 

Grant me the Spirit of Wisdom that I may despise the perishable things of this world and aspire only after the things 

that are eternal, the Spirit of Understanding to enlighten my mind with the light of Your divine truth, the Spirit of 

Counsel that I may ever choose the surest way of pleasing God and gaining heaven, the Spirit of Fortitude that I may 

bear my cross with You and that I may overcome with courage all the obstacles that oppose my salvation, the Spirit of 

Knowledge that I may know God and know myself and grow perfect in the science of the Saints, the Spirit of Piety 

that I may find the service of God sweet and amiable, and the Spirit of Fear that I may be filled with a loving rever-

ence towards God and may dread in any way to displease Him. 

Mark me, dear Lord with the sign of Your true disciples, and animate me in all things with Your Spirit. Amen. 

other gifts, as charity embraces all the other virtues, Wisdom 

is the most perfect of the gifts. Of wisdom it is written all 

good things came to me with her, and innumerable riches 

through her hands. 

It is the gift of Wisdom that strengthens our faith, fortifies 

hope, perfects charity, and promotes the practice of virtue in 

the highest degree. Wisdom enlightens the mind to discern 

and relish things divine, in the appreciation of which earthly 

joys lose their savour, whilst the Cross of Christ yields a 

divine sweetness according to the words of the Saviour: 

Take up thy cross and follow me, for my yoke is sweet and 

my burden light. 

Come, O Spirit of Wisdom, and reveal to my soul the 

mysteries of heavenly things, their exceeding greatness, 

power and beauty. Teach me to love them above and 

beyond all the passing joys and satisfactions of earth. 

Help me to attain them and possess them for ever. Amen.  

Our Father and Hail Mary ONCE. Glory be to the Father 

SEVEN TIMES. 

Saturday 23rd May 

Thou, on those who evermore Thee confess and Thee 

Adore, in Thy sevenfold gift, Descend; Give Them Comfort 

when they die; Give them Life with Thee on high; Give 

them joys which never end. Amen 

The gifts of the Holy Spirit perfect the supernatural virtues 

by enabling us to practice them with greater docility to 

divine inspiration. As we grow in the knowledge and love of 

God under the direction of the Holy Spirit, our service 

becomes more sincere and generous, the practice of virtue 

more perfect. Such acts of virtue leave the heart filled with 

joy and consolation and are known as Fruits of the Holy 

Spirit. 

These Fruits in turn render the practice of virtue more 

attractive and become a powerful incentive for still greater 

efforts in the service of God, to serve Whom is to reign. 

Come, O Divine Spirit, fill my heart with Thy heavenly 

fruits, Thy charity, joy, peace, patience, benignity, 

goodness, faith, mildness, and temperance, that I may 

never weary in the service of God, but by continued 

faithful submission to Thy inspiration may merit to be 

united eternally with Thee in the love of the Father and 

the Son. Amen.  

Our Father and Hail Mary ONCE. Glory be to the Father 

SEVEN TIMES. 



Pope Leo XIV   
Pope Leo has restarted his catechesis series on the Second Vatican Council and its documents which he 
is giving at his weekly Wednesday General Audience. This is the catechesis that he gave on Wednesday 
13th May.  

Catechesis. The Documents of Vatican Council II.  
 II. Dogmatic Constitution Lumen gentium.  
9. The Virgin Mary, model of the Church  

Brothers and sisters, good morning and welcome! 
The Second Vatican Council chose to dedicate the last chapter of the Dogmatic Constitution on the Church to the Virgin 
Mary (cf. Lumen gentium, 52-69). She “is hailed as a pre-eminent and singular member of the Church, and as its type and 
excellent example in faith and charity” (LG, 53). These words invite us to understand how in Mary, who under the action of 
the Holy Spirit welcomed and brought forth the Son of God made flesh, we can recognize both the model and the pre-
eminent member and mother of the entire ecclesial community. 
By allowing Herself to be shaped by the work of Grace, which came to fulfilment in Her, and by welcoming the gift of the 
Most High with Her faith and Her virginal love, Mary is the perfect model of what the whole Church is called to be: a 
creature of the Word of the Lord and mother of the children of God, begotten in docility to the action of the Holy Spirit. 
Furthermore, as She is the believer par excellence, in whom we are offered the perfect form of unconditional openness to the 
divine mystery within the communion of God’s holy people, Mary is an excellent member of the ecclesial community. 
Finally, inasmuch as She brings forth children in the Son, loved in the eternal Beloved who came among us, Mary is the 
mother of the whole Church, which can turn to her with filial confidence, in the certainty of being heard, protected and loved. 
One might express the sum of these characteristics of the Virgin Mary by referring to Her as a woman who is the icon of the 
Mystery. The word woman highlights the historical reality of this young daughter of Israel, to whom it was granted to live 
the extraordinary experience of becoming the mother of the Messiah. The expression icon emphasizes that, in Her, the 
twofold movement of descent and ascent is fulfilled: in Her, both God’s gratuitous election and Her free consent of faith in 
Him shine forth. Mary is therefore the woman who is the icon of the Mystery, that is, of the divine plan of salvation, once 
hidden and now revealed in its fullness in Jesus Christ. 

The Council has left us a clear teaching on the unique place reserved to the Virgin Mary in the work of Redemption 
(cf. Lumen gentium, 60-62). It recalls that the sole Mediator of salvation is Jesus Christ (cf. 1 Tim 2:5-6), and that his Mother 
Most Holy “in no way impedes, but rather fosters the immediate union of the faithful with Christ (cf. LG, 60). At the same 
time, “predestined from eternity by that decree of divine providence which determined the incarnation of the Word to be the 
Mother of God, the Blessed Virgin … in this singular way … cooperated by Her obedience, faith, hope and burning charity 
in the work of the Saviour in giving back supernatural life to souls. Wherefore She is our mother in the order of grace” (ibid., 
61). 

The mystery of the Church is also reflected in the Virgin Mary: in Her, the people of God find the representation of their 
origin, their model and their homeland. In the Mother of the Lord, the Church contemplates her own mystery, not only 
because she finds in Her the model of virginal faith, maternal charity and the spousal covenant to which she is called, but also 
and above all because in Her she recognizes her own archetype, the ideal figure of what she is called to be. 
As we can see, the reflections on the Virgin Mother collected in Lumen gentium teach us to love the Church and to serve 
within her the fulfilment of the Kingdom of God, which is coming and which will be fully realized in glory. 

Let us be challenged, therefore, by the sublime model who is Mary, Virgin and Mother, and let us ask Her to help us, through 
Her intercession, to respond to what is asked of us through Her example: do I live my participation of the Church with 
humble and active faith? Do I recognize in her the community of the covenant that God has given me to respond to His 
infinite love? Do I feel that I am a living part of the Church, in obedience to the pastors given by God? Do I look to Mary as 
a model, an outstanding member and Mother of the Church, and ask Her to help me be a faithful disciple of her Son? 

Sisters and brothers, may the Holy Spirit, who descended upon Mary and is invoked by us humbly and trustfully, grant us the 
grace to live these wonderful realities to the full. And, having reflected deeply on the Constitution Lumen gentium, let us ask 
the Virgin to obtain this gift for us: that love for the Holy Mother Church may grow in all of us. So be it! 

Pope Leo XIV prays at the spot where St. John Paul II was shot 
Before the beginning of the General Audience on May 13, as Pope Leo XIV passed through 
the crowds in the popemobile, he stopped and knelt at the spot where, exactly on this day in 
1981, his predecessor St. John Paul II was the victim of an assassination attempt. 

 "Today we remember the memorial of Our Lady of Fatima. On this day, forty-five years ago, 
an attempt was made on Pope John Paul II’s life, and for these reasons, I dedicated my 
catechesis today to the Blessed Virgin Mary," the Pope said during his greetings to the English
-speakers. 
The spot is marked by a white marble plaque embedded with St. John Paul II's coat of arms, 
placed among the cobblestones. After the assassination attempt, St. John Paul II repeatedly 
expressed his conviction that his life had been preserved through the Virgin Mary’s 
intercession. 
In this regard, in his greetings to the Portuguese pilgrims, Pope Leo called everyone to turn 
their gaze to the Shrine of Our Lady of Fatima, where she "entrusted a message of peace to the 
three shepherd children." 

 "In that place, so dear to Christianity, numerous pilgrims from all five continents gather today: 
their presence is a sign of the need for consolation, unity, and hope among the people of our 
time. Let us entrust to the Immaculate Heart of Mary the cry for peace and harmony rising 
from every part of the world, especially from peoples afflicted by war. My blessing to all!" 



Readings at  Sunday Mass 

First reading                           Acts 1:12-14 

After Jesus was taken up into heaven the Apostles returned 
to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near 
Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. And when they 
had entered, they went up to the upper room, where they 
were staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip 
and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of 
Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James. 
All these with one accord were devoting themselves to 
prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of 
Jesus, and his brothers and sisters. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 Responsorial Psalm        27(26):1. 4. 7-8a. ℟13 

I believe I shall see the Lord’s goodness in the land of the 
living. 

The Lord is my light and my salvation; 
whom shall I fear? 
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 
whom should I dread?  

I believe I shall see the Lord’s goodness in the land of the 
living. 

There is one thing I ask of the Lord, 
only this do I seek: 
to live in the house of the Lord 
all the days of my life, 
to gaze on the beauty of the Lord, 
to enquire at his temple.  

I believe I shall see the Lord’s goodness in the land of the 
living. 

O Lord, hear my voice when I call; 
have mercy and answer me. 
Of you my heart has spoken, 
‘Seek his face.’  

I believe I shall see the Lord’s goodness in the land of the 
living. 

 
Second reading                                 1 Peter 4:13-16 
Beloved: Rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings, 
that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is 
revealed. If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are 
blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon 
you. But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or a thief, or 
an evildoer, or as a meddler. Yet if anyone suffers as a 
Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in 
that name. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 I will not leave you as orphans, says the Lord. 
I am going away and I will come to you, and your hearts 
will rejoice. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Gospel                        John  17:1-11a 

The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

At that time: Jesus lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, 
‘Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son 
may glorify you, since you have given him authority over 
all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given 
him. And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glorified 
you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave 
me to do. And now, Father, glorify me in your own 
presence with the glory that I had with you before the world 
existed. 

‘I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave 
me out of the world. Yours they were, and you gave them to 
me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that 
everything that you have given me is from you. For I have 
given them the words that you gave me, and they have 
received them and have come to know in truth that I came 
from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am 
praying for them. I am not praying for the world but for 
those whom you have given me, for they are yours. All 
mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I am glorified in 
them. And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the 
world, and I am coming to you.’ 

The Gospel of The Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Westminster Prayer for Vocations 
God our Father, 

You give us the Sacraments as signs 
and instruments of your love and mercy. 

Draw from amongst your disciples 
men who are willing to serve your Church generously 

as priests in the Diocese of Westminster, 
to minister to your people and to proclaim the Gospel to all. 

Send your Spirit to guide and strengthen them, 
to be their companion on the journey, 

as they discern your will for their lives. 
This prayer we make through Christ our Lord. Amen 

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate Pray for us 
St John Southworth Pray for us 

Month of Prayer for Vocations 
Archbishop Richard is asking the whole diocese to pray for 
vocations to the priesthood. We know that it is from 
amongst his people that God calls his shepherds, and so, 
between Good Shepherd Sunday and Pentecost, we will 
dedicate one of our periods of Exposition each week as  a 
Holy Hour devoted to the following intentions: 

Week Four (Friday 22nd May, 9.00am in St Matthew’s) 
Pray for your parish's priests and all clergy serving in the 
diocese 

Lamp Prayer Intentions  

(St Matthew’s)  

Blessed Sacrament   

Mandi Varrie-Lawrence (Birthday Intentions) 

Our Lady  

The bereaved. 

(St Joseph’s ) 

Blessed Sacrament   

Mick Dobson (Intentions) 

Our Lady 

Our First Holy Communion Children 



Parish Directory   
Parish Priest: Fr Tom Montgomery Email: tommontgomery@rcdow.org.uk 

Tel: 01923 840736 Emergency: 07576 455450             
Deacon: Rev Hervé Boisson Email: herveboisson@rcdow.org.uk 

Parish Office St Matthew’s 
Cheryl Myring 
Siobhan Hogg 
Tel: 01923 840736 
Email: northwood@rcdow.org.uk 

St Joseph’s 
Linda Grimes 
 
Tel: 020 8428 0088  
Email: carpenderspark@rcdow.org.uk 

Catechetical Team Elvadia Tolputt 
northwoodcat@rcdow.org.uk 

Donna Osborne 
carpenderscatechist@rcdow.org.uk 

Colette Quirk & Elizabeth Scudder 
Email: 
northwoodsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  

Awaiting Appointment Parish Safeguarding  
Representatives  

Or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk  

Please join us in praying for those who are sick and those who have died: 
Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which  

are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.  
For those who are sick: Lourdes D’Silva Torres, James Conradi, Jean Isaac, Anne Paget, Mary Vaughan, Helen Jones, 
Sinead Ceasar, Gilda Kumarathasan, Siobhan Frost, Leslie Caesar, Mary Elizabeth Thomas, Georgette Gornall,   
Ann Archer, Kathleen Lynch, Kathleen Andrews, Harry Nandlal, Dawn Tannian, Phil Carey, Alice Sheppard,   
Brendan Davern, Shay Murray, Ruby King, John Wildsmith, Cecil Swampillai, Belinda Plummer,  
Marilyn Theodore, Veronica Savill, Levan Soloman, Patricia Procter,  Philip Wilson, Mary Hyde, King Charles,  
Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Peter Fitzpatrick,  Mark O’Connor, Marie Marron, Carol-Ann Frost, Ada Barker,  
Ron Picardo, Kerry Blackburn, James Wilson, Rafael Pino, Julius Fayiti,  Anna Kelly, Justin, Margaret Downing,  as well as 
others for whom we have been praying together recently.  
For those who have died recently All who have died as a result of violence, war and conflict or natural disaster.  
For those whose anniversary occurs around this time:  Peter Leach, Fr Alistair Smith-Steinmetz, Gerry Harsant,  
Pearl Ottone, Eileen Jefferson, Joe Saldanha, Marcel D'Souza, Calogero Manfredi, Mary Leek, Nora Ahern,  
Christopher Potter, Anthony Perreira, Maria Turnbull, Alan Charles Smith, Frank Gabriel Chande, Margaret Diserens, 
Margaret Byrne Raymond Wildsmith. 
Pope’s Prayer Intention for May. That everyone may have food, We pray that everyone, from large producers to small 
consumers, be committed to avoid wasting food and to ensure that everyone has access to quality food.  

Worship this week 
Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to have a Mass intention (or lamp prayer intention) for a particular date. 

   5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Rajakulendran Arulananthar RIP (St Joseph’s)  

Sunday 17th  9.00am: Mass - Maura & Jim Ferguson (60th Wedding Anniversary) (St Matthew’s) 
SEVENTH   11.15am: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Joseph’s) 
SUNDAY   2.00pm: First Holy Communion Mass (St Joseph’s) 

OF EASTER  6.00pm: Mass Priest’s Intention (St Matthew’s)    

Monday 18th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   
Easter Feria  10.00am: Mass - Gilda Kumarathersan (Special Intentions - Birthday) (St Matthew’s)    

Tuesday 19th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  09:40 Morning Prayer   
Easter Feria    10.00am: Mass - Kathleen Andrews (90th Birthday) Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s)    

Wednesday 20th  NO PUBLIC MASS  
Easter Feria     

Thursday 21st 6.00pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  
Easter Feria  7.00pm Mass - Billy Byrne RIP (Anniv) Followed By Rosary  (St Joseph’s)   

Friday 22nd   9.00am Holy Hour for Vocations (Intention - Pray for your parish's priests and all  
              clergy serving in the diocese.)09:40 Morning Prayer   
Easter Feria  10.00am: Mass - James Wilson (Birthday) Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s)     

Saturday 23rd 9.45 Morning Prayer  Followed By Rosary  

Easter Feria   10.30am: Mass - Natasha Lee (Birthday) (St Matthew’s) 

   11.00am - 11.50am: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions ending with Benediction  

   5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - William Joy RIP/LD (St Joseph’s)  

Sunday 24th  9.00am: Mass - Audrey Potts RIP (St Matthew’s) 
PENTECOST 11.15am: Mass - Maurice Rodrigo RIP (Anniv) (St Joseph’s) 
SUNDAY     6.00pm: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Matthew’s) 
    


