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Dear Parishioners 
This Sunday we celebrate one of the greatest feasts of the Church's year: Pentecost, the day when the Holy Spirit descended 
upon the Apostles and Our Lady as they gathered in prayer in the Upper Room. Fifty days after Easter, the saving work of 
Christ reaches a new stage as the Spirit is poured out upon the Church, empowering her to continue Christ's mission in 
every age and in every place. 

St John in his Gospel tells us that after the Ascension the disciples waited together in prayer. They were uncertain about the 
future and perhaps still fearful after all they had experienced. Yet everything changed when the Holy Spirit came upon 
them. The timid disciples became courageous witnesses. Peter, who had once denied knowing Jesus, now boldly 
proclaimed the Gospel to the crowds. The Spirit transformed them from followers into missionaries. 

Pentecost is often called the birthday of the Church because it marks the beginning of the Church's public mission. Yet 
Pentecost is not simply an event that happened two thousand years ago. The same Holy Spirit continues to live and work 
within the Church today. Every Baptism, every Confirmation, every celebration of Mass, and every sincere act of prayer is 
a sign of the Spirit's presence among us. 

We live in a world that often seems divided and uncertain. Many people carry burdens of anxiety, loneliness, grief, or 
disappointment. Families face challenges, communities experience tensions, and faith can sometimes seem difficult to live 
openly. It is precisely in such circumstances that the Holy Spirit comes to strengthen us. He brings peace where there is 
unrest, courage where there is fear, hope where there is discouragement, and love where there is division. 

The Holy Spirit also gives each of us gifts for the building up of the Church. St Paul reminds us that these gifts are varied, 
but they all come from the same Spirit. Some are called to teach, others to serve quietly; some to lead, others to encourage; 
some to care for the sick, the lonely, or those in need. Every member of the Church has a role to play in God's plan. 
Pentecost invites us to ask how the Spirit is calling us to use our gifts in service of Christ and His people. 

As a parish community, we have much for which to be grateful. We have celebrated baptisms, First Holy Communions, 
confirmations, marriages, and many other moments of grace. We have shared joys and sorrows together. Through all these 
experiences, the Holy Spirit has been at work, often in quiet and unseen ways. 

This Pentecost, let us pray for a fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon our parishes. May He renew our faith, deepen our 
prayer, strengthen our families, inspire our young people, comfort the sick and housebound, and draw back those who have 
drifted away from the practice of the faith. May He help each of us to become more faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. 

Let us pray often the beautiful prayer of the Church: 

"Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire of your love." 

May Mary, Mother of the Church and Spouse of the Holy Spirit, intercede for us and lead us ever closer to her Son.. 

With all my prayers and best wishes 

Fr Tom 

St Joseph’s Church  
111 Oxhey Drive,  

Watford  
WD19 7SW 

Parish Office Hours 
Tuesday, Thursday: 9.30am - 3.30pm 

You can make a 

donation to either  

parish by using the 

appropriate QR code. 

Regina Caeli 
V. O Queen of Heaven, rejoice, alleluia: 
R. For he whom you did merit to bear, alleluia, 
V. Has risen, as he said, alleluia. 
R. Pray for us to God, alleluia. 
V. Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia. 
R. For the Lord has risen indeed, alleluia. 
God our Father, you give joy to the world by the resurrection of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Through the prayers of his 
mother, the Virgin Mary, bring us to the happiness of eternal life. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen.  



 

Congratulations 
We congratulate those young people who received Holy Communion for the first time last weekend, at St Joseph’s 

Thank You 
A huge thank you to all who made these Masses possible. Our parents who supported their children, our catechists, those 
who prepared the church and those who took on roles within the Mass. 

The Catechists and Fr Tom would also like to thank those who gave them gifts and cards. It is much appreciated - thank you. 

Catholic Women's League 
We are a small, happy group of friendly ladies, who meet at St Joseph's Church, on the second Monday of the month at 2pm. 
We are part of the Westminster branch of the CWL. We have tea, biscuits, a raffle and chat about events we are organising 
and participate in  initiatives organised by the  main CWL body. We would welcome any new members to our 
group ,especially those from St Matthew's Church (Welcome to those who joined us this month).  The next meeting is on 
Monday 8th June. (Entrance is using the side door  of the church).  For  more details contact any of the following: Ann 
Farrell  07922 836030, Breda Griffin 07738 363932, Pauline James  07511 668812.   

Good Books 
Our reading selection for our next meeting, at 7 pm on Wednesday 10th June in the Fr Bebb Room at St Matthew's, is The 
Wartime Bookclub by Kate Thompson . New members to the group are always welcome, both in person and via WhatsApp 
(contact mrsjulieshelton@gmail.com). 

Canopy for Corpus Christi 
Last year we were able to borrow a canopy for the Corpus Christi Procession. We have ordered a new one for our parishes. 
Mrs Payne at St Joseph’s School has agreed to arranging some fundraising events to help pay for this. Please keep an eye on 
what the school will be doing. We are grateful for St Joseph’s School in opening up the school grounds to enable us to 
celebrate Corpus Christi in such a special way. 

Upcoming Celebratory Masses 
Sunday 7th June 11.15am Mass and Corpus Christi Procession  (St Joseph’s) 
Thursday 25th June 7.00pm Mass of Thanksgiving for  Fr  Tom’s  10th Anniversary of Ordination (St Joseph’s) 

Catechectical Programme for next year. 
Registration for Holy Communion and Confirmation opens after half term. Listen for announcements in upcoming Masses. 
Classes begin in September.  

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)  
If you are not a Catholic and are interested in becoming one, or if you are a baptised Catholic but have not received the other 
Sacraments of Initiation (Holy Communion and Confirmation) then please speak to Fr Tom after Mass to arrange to meet and 
talk about things further. Fr  Tom looks forward to hearing from you.. 

Baptism Preparation Evening 
If you intend to have your child baptised, the next baptism preparation evening will be on Tuesday 2nd June at 7.00pm in the 
Fr Bebb Room in Northwood. If you are expecting a baby, you are most welcome to attend before your baby is born.  

Saturday 13th June 

7.30pm  

St Matthew’s Hall 

Ploughman’s Supper - Raffle - Bar 

 

Tickets - £12.50 

Tickets available from both parish offices and both Repositories after Sunday Mass 



Lamp Prayer Intentions  

(St Matthew’s)  

Blessed Sacrament   

The Beda College, Rome 

Our Lady  

Indra Swampillai RIP (Anniv) 

(St Joseph’s ) 

Blessed Sacrament   

 

Our Lady 

Maurice Rodrigo RIP-(Anniv)  

Saint of The Week 
 Saint Augustine of Canterbury, Bishop 

Patron Saint England (Apostle of the English) 
Invoked against gambling addictions and chest problems  

The powerful Ethelbert was at that time king of Kent…the king came into the island, 
and sitting in the open air, ordered Augustine and his companions to come and hold a 
conference with him…When they had sat down, in obedience to the king’s commands, 
and preached to him and his attendants there present the Word of life, the king 
answered thus: “Your words and promises are fair, but because they are new to us, and 
of uncertain import, I cannot consent to them so far as to forsake that which I have so 
long observed with the whole English nation. But because you are come from far as 
strangers into my kingdom, and, as I conceive, are desirous to impart to us those things 
which you believe to be true, and most beneficial, we desire not to harm you, but will 
give you favorable entertainment, and take care to supply you with all things necessary 
to your sustenance; nor do we forbid you to preach and gain as many as you can to 
your religion.” Accordingly he gave them an abode in the city of Canterbury…  

~Ecclesiastical History of England, by Saint Bede .  
Shortly after our Lord’s death and resurrection, the Roman Empire launched its 
conquest of Britain. As the Romans slowly accepted Christianity, the faith trickled into 
pagan Britain, putting down deep roots after the empire legalized Christianity in the 
fourth century. After the Roman Empire fell, the Angles and Saxons conquered the 
Britons. With them came a return to pagan worship. 

Around the year 595, Pope Saint Gregory the Great witnessed pagan Angle boys being sold as slaves in a Roman market. 
Moved to action, the pope turned to missionaries. Before assuming office, Gregory was a Benedictine monk who converted 
his family home into the Abbey of Saint Andrew. When Gregory became pope, Father Augustine was the abbey’s prior. 
Pope Gregory asked the monks to become missionaries to Anglo-Saxon England. Father Augustine, who was advanced in 
age, was put in charge of the mission, and thirty to forty other monks traveled with him.  

The monks’ objective was to go to King Æthelberht of the Kingdom of Kent,  in southeast England. King Æthelberht’s 
wife, the daughter of Frankish King Charibert I, was a Christian who had been allowed to practice her faith freely. 
Encouraged by the pope, Abbot Augustine and the monks set out for the Kingdom of Kent. After the monks crossed the 
English Channel, King Æthelberht went out to meet them, welcoming them with open arms. He offered them a ruined 
church and gave them permission to convert as many people as they could. In less than a year, the king himself converted 
and was baptized. Elated with the news, Pope Gregory named Abbot Augustine as the first Archbishop of Canterbury. 
After receiving episcopal ordination in Arles, France, Archbishop Augustine returned to Kent and enthusiastically 
continued his mission. On Christmas Day 597, Archbishop Augustine baptized nearly 10,000 Anglo-Saxons. 

For the next nine years, Archbishop Augustine worked tirelessly to establish the Church among the Anglo-Saxons. With 
the king’s help, dioceses were created and many conversions followed. God performed so many miracles through 
Archbishop Augustine that the pope wrote to him, warning him not to allow those miracles to feed his pride.  

After ten years of ministry in England, Archbishop Augustine knew his death was near. He prepared for his demise by 
choosing his successor and ordaining him a bishop. At the time of Augustine’s death, two other kings had received 
baptism, and after his death, the missionary activity continued. By the end of the seventh century, after a series of ups and 
downs, the kings of each of the kingdoms of Anglo-Saxon England converted, and their people followed.God performed 
many miracles through Bishop Augustine. When the pope heard about the many miracles, he wrote to Bishop Augustine, 
warning him not to allow those miracles to feed his pride. “I know, dearly beloved brother, that Almighty God, by means 
of you, shows forth great miracles…Therefore, you need to rejoice with fear, and fear with joy concerning that heavenly 
gift; for you will rejoice because the souls of the English are by outward miracles drawn to inward grace; but you will fear, 
lest, amidst the wonders that are wrought, the weak mind may be puffed up with self-esteem…” After ten years of ministry 
in England, Bishop Augustine knew his death was near. He prepared for his demise by choosing his successor and 
ordaining him a bishop. At the time of Augustine’s death, two other kings had received baptism, and after his death, the 
missionary activity continued. By the end of the seventh century, after a series of ups and downs, the kings of each of the 
kingdoms of Anglo-Saxon England converted, and their people followed. 

Saint Augustine of Canterbury, you were open to the will of God in your life, despite the radical and unexpected nature 
of your calling. You responded with courage, faith, and hope, and God used you in powerful ways. Please pray that I 

will respond to God’s will with courage, so that I will share the faith God has given to me with others in accord with His 
holy will. Saint Augustine of Canterbury, pray for me.  

Jesus, I trust in You. ou. 



Pope Leo XIV   
Pope Leo has restarted his catechesis series on the Second Vatican Council and its documents which he 
is giving at his weekly Wednesday General Audience. This is the catechesis that he gave on Wednesday 
20th May.  

Catechesis. The Documents of Vatican Council II.  
  III. Constitution Sacrosanctum Concilium.  
1. The liturgy in the mystery of the Church .  

Brothers and sisters, good morning and welcome! 
Today we are beginning a new series of catecheses on the first Document issued by the Second Vatican Council: the 
Constitution on the sacred liturgy, Sacrosanctum Concilium (SC). 

In drafting this Constitution, the Council Fathers sought not only to undertake a reform of the rites, but to lead the Church to 
contemplate and deepen that living bond which constitutes and unites her: the mystery of Christ. Indeed, the liturgy touches 
the very heart of this mystery: it is at once the space, the time and the context in which the Church receives her very life from 
Christ. For in the liturgy, “the work of our redemption is accomplished” (SC, 2), which makes us a chosen lineage, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a people whom God has acquired for Himself (cf. 1 Pet 2:9). 

As manifested by the threefold renewal – biblical, patristic and liturgical – that the Church underwent through the course of 
the twentieth century, the Mystery in question does not designate an obscure reality, but God’s salvific plan, hidden from all 
eternity and revealed in Christ, according to Saint Paul’s affirmation (cf. Eph 3:2-6). Here, then, is the Christian Mystery: the 
Paschal event, that is to say, the passion, death, resurrection and glorification of Christ, which is made sacramentally present 
to us precisely in the liturgy, so that every time we take part in the assembly gathered “in his name” (cf. Mt 18:20) we are 
immersed in this Mystery. 

Christ Himself is the inner source of the mystery of the Church, the holy people of God, born from His side pierced on the 
cross. In the holy liturgy, through the power of His Spirit, He continues to act. He sanctifies and unites the Church, His bride, 
to His offering to the Father. He exercises His utterly unique priesthood, He who is present in the proclaimed Word, in the 
sacraments, in the ministers who celebrate, in the gathered community and, in the highest degree, in the Eucharist (cf. SC, 7). 
Thus, according to Saint Augustine (cf. Sermon, 272), in celebrating the Eucharist the Church receives the Body of the Lord 
and becomes what she receives: she becomes the Body of Christ, “a dwelling place of God in the Spirit” (Eph 2:22). This is 
the “work of our redemption”, which conforms us to Christ and builds us up in communion. 

In the holy liturgy, this communion is achieved through “rites and prayers” (SC, 48). The rituality of the Church expresses 
her faith – in accordance with the familiar saying lex orandi, lex credendi – and at the same time shapes ecclesial identity: the 
proclaimed Word, the celebration of the Sacrament, the gestures, the silences, the space – all this represents and gives form to 
the people gathered by the Father, the Body of Christ, the Temple of the Holy Spirit. Every celebration thus becomes a true 
epiphany of the Church in prayer, as Saint John Paul II recalled (Apostolic Letter Vicesimus quintus annus, 9). 

If the liturgy is at the service of the mystery of Christ, one understands why it has been defined as “the summit toward which 
the activity of the Church is directed … the font from which all her power flows” (SC, 10). It is true that the action of the 
Church is not limited to the liturgy alone; however, all her activity (preaching, service to the poor, the accompaniment of 
human realities) converges towards this “summit”). Conversely, the liturgy sustains the faithful by immersing them ever and 
anew in the Pasch of the Lord and, thus, through the proclamation of the Word, the celebration of the sacraments and 
communal prayer, they are refreshed, encouraged and renewed in their commitment to faith and in their mission. In other 
words, the participation of the faithful in the liturgical action is at once “internal” and “external”. 

This also means that it is called to unfold in a tangible way throughout daily life, in an ethical and spiritual dynamic, so that 
the liturgy celebrated is translated into life and demands a faithful existence, capable of making concrete what has been 
experienced in the celebration: it is in this way that our life becomes a “living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God”, 
fulfilling our “spiritual worship” (Rom 12:1). 

In this way, “the liturgy daily builds up those who are within into a holy temple of the Lord” (SC, 2), and forms an open 
community, welcoming to all. Indeed, it is inhabited by the Holy Spirit, it introduces us into the life of Christ, it makes us His 
Body and, in all its dimensions, it represents a sign of the unity of the entire human race in Christ. As Pope Francis said, “the 
world still does not know it, but everyone is invited to the supper of the wedding of the Lamb (Rev 19:9)” (Apostolic 
Letter Desiderio desideravi, 5). 

Dear friends, let us allow ourselves to be shaped inwardly by the rites, symbols, gestures and above all the living presence of 
Christ in the liturgy, which we will have the opportunity to explore in the coming Catecheses. 

Pope Leo XIV’s first encyclical Magnifica humanitas to be published on 25 May  
Pope Leo XIV’s first Encyclical Letter, titled Magnifica humanitas, on preserving the human person in the age of artificial 
intelligence, will be released on Monday 25 May 2026. It bears the Pope’s signature dated 15 May, 135th anniversary of the 
publication of Pope Leo XIII’s encyclical Rerum novarum. 
Magnifica humanitas will be presented on the day of its release at 10:30am (UK time) at the Vatican’s Synod Hall. 
The Pope will be present, along with several speakers: Cardinal Víctor Manuel Fernández, Prefect of the Dicastery for the 
Doctrine of the Faith; Cardinal Michael Czerny, S.J., Prefect of the Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development; 
Professor Anna Rowlands, a theologian and professor at Durham University (United Kingdom); Christopher Olah, co-
founder of Anthropic (USA) and head of research on the interpretability of artificial intelligence; and Professor Leocadie 
Lushombo, I.T., professor of political theology and Catholic social thought at the Jesuit School of Theology / Santa Clara 
University in California (USA). 
Cardinal Secretary of State Pietro Parolin will offer closing remarks, followed by an address and blessing by Pope Leo XIV.  
When a link is available, it will be shared on the St Matthew’s Facebook Page https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?
id=100066555797677 



Good Books: Day Trip to Salisbury.  
The  reading of William Golding’s The Spire was the motivation behind the  day trip to Salisbury last Wednesday. Despite 
the long journey and the rather blustery weather,  all the day trippers really enjoyed fascinating private tours of the cathedral 
and of Arundells, the beautiful home of former PM Edward Heath which sits nestled in glorious gardens in the cathedral 
close. As well as these personal encounters with our nation’s history, they also enjoyed the company of old friends and the 

The cathedral from the garden of Arundells 



Readings at  Vigil Mass 

First reading                        Genesis 11:1-9 

The whole earth had one language and the same words. And 
as people migrated from the east, they found a plain in the 
land of Shinar and settled there. And they said to one 
another, ‘Come, let us make bricks, and burn them 
thoroughly.’ And they had brick for stone, and bitumen for 
mortar. Then they said, ‘Come, let us build ourselves a city 
and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make a 
name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the 
whole earth.’ And the Lord came down to see the city and 
the tower, which the children of man had built. And the 
Lord said, ‘Behold, they are one people, and they have all 
one language, and this is only the beginning of what they 
will do. And nothing that they propose to do will now be 
impossible for them. Come, let us go down and there 
confuse their language, so that they may not understand one 
another’s speech.’ So the Lord dispersed them from there 
over the face of all the earth, and they left off building the 
city. Therefore its name was called Babel, because there the 
Lord confused the language of all the earth. And from there 
the Lord dispersed them over the face of all the earth. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 Responsorial Psalm104(103)1-2a.24,35c.27-28.29b-30℟cf 30 
Send forth your spirit, O Lord, and renew the face of the 
earth. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul! 
O Lord my God, how great you are, 
clothed in majesty and honour, 
wrapped in light as with a robe!  
Send forth your spirit, O Lord, and renew the face of the 
earth. 
How many are your works, O Lord! 
In wisdom you have made them all. 

The earth is full of your creatures. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul.  
Send forth your spirit, O Lord, and renew the face of the 
earth. 
All of these look to you 
to give them their food in due season. 
You give it, they gather it up; 
you open wide your hand, they are well filled.   
Send forth your spirit, O Lord, and renew the face of the 
earth. 
You take away their breath, they die, 
returning to the dust from which they came. 
You send forth your spirit, and they are created, 
and you renew the face of the earth.   
Send forth your spirit, O Lord, and renew the face of the 
earth. 

Second reading                      Romans 8:22-27 
Brothers and Sisters: We know that the whole creation has 
been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. 
And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the 
first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly 
for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. For in 
this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. 
For who hopes for what he sees? But if we hope for what 
we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not 
know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself 
intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. And he 
who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, 
because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the 
will of God. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Holy Spirit Novena  Saturday 23rd May 
On my knees before the great multitude of heavenly witnesses, I offer myself, soul and body to You, Eternal Spirit of 
God.  
I adore the brightness of Your purity, the unerring keenness of Your justice, and the might of Your love. You are the 
Strength and Light of my soul. In You I live and move and am. I desire never to grieve You by unfaithfulness to grace 
and I pray with all my heart to be kept from the smallest sin against You. Mercifully guard my every thought and 
grant that I may always watch for Your light, and listen to Your voice, and follow Your gracious inspirations. 
I cling to You and give myself to You and ask You, by Your compassion to watch over me in my weakness. 
Holding the pierced Feet of Jesus and looking at His Five Wounds, and trusting in His Precious Blood and adoring 
His opened Side and stricken Heart, I implore You, Adorable Spirit, Helper of my infirmity, to keep me in Your 
grace that I may never sin against You.  
Give me grace O Holy Spirit, Spirit of the Father and the Son to say to You always and everywhere, ‘Speak Lord for 
Your servant heareth.’ Amen. 
Thou, on those who evermore Thee confess and Thee Adore, in Thy sevenfold gift, Descend; Give Them Comfort when they 
die; Give them Life with Thee on high; Give them joys which never end. Amen 
The gifts of the Holy Spirit perfect the supernatural virtues by enabling us to practice them with greater docility to divine 
inspiration. As we grow in the knowledge and love of God under the direction of the Holy Spirit, our service becomes more 
sincere and generous, the practice of virtue more perfect. Such acts of virtue leave the heart filled with joy and consolation 
and are known as Fruits of the Holy Spirit. These Fruits in turn render the practice of virtue more attractive and become a 
powerful incentive for still greater efforts in the service of God, to serve Whom is to reign. 
Come, O Divine Spirit, fill my heart with Thy heavenly fruits, Thy charity, joy, peace, patience, benignity, goodness, 
faith, mildness, and temperance, that I may never weary in the service of God, but by continued faithful submission 
to Thy inspiration may merit to be united eternally with Thee in the love of the Father and the Son. Amen.  
Our Father and Hail Mary ONCE. Glory be to the Father SEVEN TIMES. 
Concluding Prayer 
O Lord Jesus Christ Who, before ascending into heaven did promise to send the Holy Spirit to finish Your work in 
the souls of Your Apostles and Disciples, deign to grant the same Holy Spirit to me that He may perfect in my soul, 
the work of Your grace and Your love. 
Grant me the Spirit of Wisdom that I may despise the perishable things of this world and aspire only after the things 
that are eternal, the Spirit of Understanding to enlighten my mind with the light of Your divine truth, the Spirit on 
Counsel that I may ever choose the surest way of pleasing God and gaining heaven, the Spirit of Fortitude that I may 
bear my cross with You and that I may overcome with courage all the obstacles that oppose my salvation, the Spirit 
of Knowledge that I may know God and know myself and grow perfect in the science of the Saints, the Spirit of Piety 
that I may find the service of God sweet and amiable, and the Spirit of Fear that I may be filled with a loving rever-
ence towards God and may dread in any way to displease Him. 
Mark me, dear Lord with the sign of Your true disciples, and animate me in all things with Your Spirit. Amen. 



Readings at  Sunday Mass 

First reading                           Acts 2:1-11 
When the day of Pentecost arrived, the Apostles were all 
together in one place. And suddenly there came from heaven 
a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire 
house where they were sitting. And divided tongues as of 
fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them. And 
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak 
in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. 
Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men 
from every nation under heaven. And at this sound the 
multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because 
each one was hearing them speak in his own language. And 
they were amazed and astonished, saying, ‘Are not all these 
who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, 
each of us in his own native language? Parthians and Medes 
and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, 
Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and 
visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and 
Arabians — we hear them telling in our own tongues the 
mighty works of God.’ 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 Responsorial Psalm104(103):1ab,24ac.29b-30.31,34.℟ cf. 30 
Send forth your spirit, O Lord, and renew the face of the 
earth. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul! 
O Lord my God, how great you are! 
How many are your works, O Lord! 
The earth is full of your creatures.  
Send forth your spirit, O Lord, and renew the face of the 
earth. 
You take away their breath, they die, 
returning to the dust from which they came. 
You send forth your spirit, and they are created, 
and you renew the face of the earth. 
Send forth your spirit, O Lord, and renew the face of the 
earth. 
May the glory of the Lord last for ever! 
May the Lord rejoice in his works! 
May my thoughts be pleasing to him. 
I will rejoice in the Lord.  
Send forth your spirit, O Lord, and renew the face of the 
earth. 

Second reading            1 Corinthians 12:3b-7, 12-13 
Brothers and Sisters: No one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except 
in the Holy Spirit. Now there are varieties of gifts, but the 
same Spirit; and there are varieties of service, but the same 
Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same 
God who empowers them all in everyone. To each is given 
the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 
For just as the body is one and has many members, and all 
the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it 
is with Christ. For in one Spirit we were all baptised into 
one body — Jews or Greeks, slaves or free — and all were 
made to drink of one Spirit. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and 
cried out, ‘If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. 
Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, “Out of 
his heart will flow rivers of living water.” ’ Now this he said 
about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to 
receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because 
Jesus was not yet glorified. 

The Gospel of The Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Sequence 
Holy Spirit, Lord of Light, 
From the clear celestial height 
Thy pure beaming radiance give. 

Come, thou Father of the poor, 
Come with treasures which endure; 
Come, thou light of all that live! 

Thou, of all consolers best, 
Thou, the soul’s delightful guest, 
Dost refreshing peace bestow. 

Thou in toil art comfort sweet; 
Pleasant coolness in the heat; 
Solace in the midst of woe. 

Light immortal, light divine, 
Visit thou these hearts of thine, 
And our inmost being fill: 

If thou take thy grace away, 
Nothing pure in man will ; 
All his good is turned to ill. 

Heal our wounds, our strength renew; 
On our dryness pour thy dew; 
Wash the stains of guilt away: 

Bend the stubborn heart and will; 
Melt the frozen, warm the chill; 
Guide the steps that go astray. 

Thou, on us who evermore 
Thee confess and thee adore, 
With thy sevenfold gifts descend: 

Give us comfort when we die, 
Give us life with thee on high; 
Give us joys that never end. 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful 
and kindle in them the fire of your love. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Gospel                       John   20:19-23 

The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the 
doors being locked where the disciples were for fear of the 
Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, 
‘Peace be with you.’ When he had said this, he showed 
them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad 
when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be 
with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending 
you.’ And when he had said this, he breathed on them and 
said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the 
sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you withhold 
forgiveness from any, it is withheld.’ 

The Gospel of The Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful 
and kindle in them the fire of your love. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Gospel                       John   7:37-39 

The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 



Parish Directory   
Parish Priest: Fr Tom Montgomery Email: tommontgomery@rcdow.org.uk 

Tel: 01923 840736 Emergency: 07576 455450             
Deacon: Rev Hervé Boisson Email: herveboisson@rcdow.org.uk 

Parish Office St Matthew’s 
Cheryl Myring 
Siobhan Hogg 
Tel: 01923 840736 
Email: northwood@rcdow.org.uk 

St Joseph’s 
Linda Grimes 
 
Tel: 020 8428 0088  
Email: carpenderspark@rcdow.org.uk 

Catechetical Team Elvadia Tolputt 
northwoodcat@rcdow.org.uk 

Donna Osborne 
carpenderscatechist@rcdow.org.uk 

Colette Quirk & Elizabeth Scudder 
Email: 
northwoodsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  

Awaiting Appointment Parish Safeguarding  
Representatives  

Or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk  

Please join us in praying for those who are sick and those who have died: 
Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which  

are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.  
For those who are sick: Phil Marron, Lourdes D’Silva Torres, James Conradi, Jean Isaac, Anne Paget, Mary Vaughan, 
Helen Jones, Sinead Ceasar, Gilda Kumarathasan, Siobhan Frost, Leslie Caesar, Mary Elizabeth Thomas, Georgette Gornall,   
Ann Archer, Kathleen Lynch, Kathleen Andrews, Harry Nandlal, Dawn Tannian, Phil Carey, Alice Sheppard,   
Brendan Davern, Shay Murray, Ruby King, John Wildsmith, Cecil Swampillai, Belinda Plummer,  
Marilyn Theodore, Veronica Savill, Levan Soloman, Patricia Procter,  Philip Wilson, Mary Hyde, King Charles,  
Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Peter Fitzpatrick,  Mark O’Connor, Marie Marron, Carol-Ann Frost, Ada Barker,  
Ron Picardo, Kerry Blackburn, James Wilson, Rafael Pino, Julius Fayiti,  Anna Kelly, Justin, Margaret Downing,  as well as 
others for whom we have been praying together recently.  
For those who have died recently All who have died as a result of violence, war and conflict or natural disaster and those 
who have no one to pray for them..  
For those whose anniversary occurs around this time:  Margaret Diserens, Margaret Byrne, Raymond Wildsmith, Edward 
Purcell, Emilia Rosso, Peter Moran, Thankamma Joseph, Lisa Kreitl, Pulquer George, Veronica Cox, Sarah Elizabeth Smith, 
Yvonne Jackson, Nina Arpino, Christine Reddington, Indra Swapillai, Roland Leonard Quealy, Mary McGovern, Fr John 
Luke, Mary Patricia Smith. 
Pope’s Prayer Intention for May. That everyone may have food, We pray that everyone, from large producers to small 
consumers, be committed to avoid wasting food and to ensure that everyone has access to quality food.  

Worship this week 
Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to have a Mass intention (or lamp prayer intention) for a particular date. 

   5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   6.00pm: Vigil Mass of Sunday - William Joy RIP/LD (St Joseph’s)  

Sunday 24th  9.00am: Mass - Audrey Potts RIP (St Matthew’s) 
PENTECOST  11.15am: Mass - Maurice Rodrigo RIP (Anniv) (St Joseph’s) 
SUNDAY   6.00pm: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Matthew’s)    

Monday 25th 09:30 Rosary  
Mary Mother of the 10.00am: Mass - The Bell Family (Intentions) (St Matthew’s) Church closes after Mass   

Church 

Tuesday 26th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  09:40 Morning Prayer   
S Philip Neri    10.00am: Mass - Patricia Lee (Birthday Intentions) Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s)    

Wednesday 27th  NO PUBLIC MASS  
S Augustine of Canterbury     

Thursday 28th 6.00pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  
Our Lord Jesus Christ,7.00pm Mass - Fr Tom’(Birthday Intentions) Followed By Rosary  (St Joseph’s)   

The Eternal High Priest 

Friday 29th   9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   
S Pope Pauk VI 10.00am: Mass - Francisca Sagauinuit & Deloris Kindipan RIP Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s)  

Saturday 30th 9.45 Morning Prayer  Followed By Rosary  

Saturday Memorial  10.30am: Mass - Indra Swampillai RIP (Anniv) (St Matthew’s) 

of the BVM  11.00am - 11.50am: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions ending with Benediction  

   5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Eileen & Frederick Holland RIP (St Joseph’s)  
   7.00pm: Portuguese Mass & Procession (St Matthew’s) 

Sunday 31st  9.00am: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Matthew’s) 
THE MOST   11.15am: Mass - Michael A  O’Brien RIP (Anniv) (St Joseph’s) 
HOLY TRINITY    6.00pm: Mass - Mary & Bernard McGovern RIP (Anniv) (St Matthew’s) 
    


