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Dear Parishioners 
Over the past week Catholics across the world have followed with great interest Pope Leo XIV's apostolic visit to Spain. 
The journey took the Holy Father to Madrid, Barcelona and the Canary Islands, bringing together great celebrations of faith 
with a powerful witness to charity, human dignity and Christian hope. 
Throughout the visit, Pope Leo emphasised themes that have already become characteristic of his pontificate: unity, 
compassion, and a renewed focus on Christ at the centre of our lives. His message was simple but profound: faith is not 
merely something we profess on Sundays but something that must shape the way we live, serve and relate to one another 
every day. 
The visit began in Madrid, where the Pope met civic leaders and representatives of Spanish society. However, as has often 
been the case during his ministry, he also made time to be with those who are frequently overlooked. By visiting charitable 
projects serving people experiencing poverty and social exclusion, he reminded the Church that service to those in need 
remains at the heart of the Gospel. 
One of the highlights of the visit was the Mass celebrated in Madrid before a congregation estimated at more than a million 
people. The sight of such a vast gathering was a powerful witness to the enduring presence of faith in Spain. In his homily, 
Pope Leo spoke about God's closeness to the poor, the lonely and the forgotten. He challenged Catholics not simply to 
believe in Christ but to reflect His love through practical acts of generosity, kindness and service. 
The Pope also spent significant time with young people. A large prayer vigil brought together hundreds of thousands from 
across Spain and beyond. In a society often described as increasingly secular, the enthusiasm and prayerfulness of so many 
young Catholics offered a sign of hope for the future of the Church. Pope Leo encouraged them to seek lasting meaning in 
Christ rather than in the fleeting attractions of modern culture. He reminded them that the deepest desires of the human 
heart can only be fulfilled by God. 
From Madrid, the Holy Father travelled to Barcelona, where the focus shifted to the relationship between faith and culture. 
The centrepiece of his visit was the magnificent Basilica of the Sagrada Família. There he reflected on how beauty can lead 
people towards God and how great works of Christian art continue to proclaim the Gospel long after their creators have 
passed away. 
During his time in Catalonia, Pope Leo encouraged Catholics to preserve the rich heritage of the faith while ensuring that 
Christianity remains a living reality rather than simply a historical memory. He spoke about the importance of joyful 
witness, urging believers to share their faith through the example of their lives. 
The final stage of the pilgrimage took the Pope to the Canary Islands. For many observers, this was the most moving part of 
the journey. The islands have become a significant point of arrival for migrants making dangerous sea crossings in search of 
safety and a better future. Pope Leo met migrants, aid workers and volunteers who provide support to those arriving after 
often traumatic journeys. 
His message was one of compassion and human dignity. He reminded the world that migrants are not statistics or political 
issues but men, women and children created in the image of God. He called on nations and communities to respond with 
humanity, solidarity and respect, while also condemning those who profit from human trafficking and the exploitation of 
vulnerable people. 
As the visit drew to a close, one message stood above all others: Christians are called to build bridges rather than walls. 
Whether addressing political leaders, young people, worshippers at Mass or migrants seeking refuge, Pope Leo consistently 
emphasised the dignity of every person and the need for a society rooted in compassion and hope. 
For us in our own parish community, his visit offers both inspiration and challenge. We may never address vast crowds or 
travel across continents, but we are called to live the same Gospel. Through prayer, charity, hospitality and faithful witness, 
we can share in the mission that Pope Leo has so clearly proclaimed. 
Let us continue to pray for our Holy Father and for the Church throughout the world. May the fruits of his pilgrimage to 
Spain inspire us to deepen our faith, strengthen our commitment to serving others, and renew our confidence in Christ, who 
remains the source of all hope and the foundation of our common life as disciples. 

With all my prayers and best wishes 

Fr Tom 
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Catechetical Programme for next year. 
Registration for Holy Communion and Confirmation is now open. Please speak with Fr Tom after any of the Sunday Masses. 

Quiz Night 
Thank you to all who supported the Quiz night on Saturday evening and a huge thanks goes to the team who worked so hard 
to organise it.  
Change to Mass Time 
On Thursday afternoon Fr Tom has to attend the Sick and Retired Priests Committee followed by the Patrons Mass in the 
cathedral. Thursday’s Mass will thefore be at 10.00am this week. Apologies for any inconvenience caused. 
Monsignor Vincent Brady 
Last weekend, Fr Vincent announced to the parishioners in Pinner that he would be retiring as their Parish Priest at the end of 
August. (Fr Vincent served as Parish Priest of Northwood from 1994 to 2001). On Tuesday it was announced that he would 
be replaced and Parish Priest by Fr Tony Thomas who is currently Parish Priest of Neasden and Stonebridge (he and Fr Tom 
were ordained together). We keep them both in our prayers and wish Fr Vincent a long and happy retirement. 
Watford Eucharistic Procession ending with Benediction 
This will take place on Sunday 21st June at 3pm. Meet at The Pond Post Office 145 The Parade, High Street Watford.  
WD17 1NA Bring family, friends, neighbours, singing voices, banners, musical instruments. Let us be a witness to our faith 
and bring blessings to the town of Watford and surrounds 

Day for Life  
Next Sunday we will mark Day for Life, the day in the Church’s calendar when we come together to celebrate the dignity of 
all human life from conception to natural death. This year’s theme is ‘The Wonder of the Child in the Womb’. A child is a 
gift from God to be nurtured and cherished, but the theme also recognises the tragedy of babies who died before birth and the 
grief experienced by their parents and families. There will be a second collection which will go toward the Day for 
Life Fund, which distributes grants to organisations that promote respect for life from conception until natural death.  

Fr Tom’s 10th Anniversary of Priestly Ordination 
On Thursday 25th June Fr Tom celebrates ten years as a pr iest. He will mark it was a Mass of Thanksgiving at 7.00pm 
in St Joseph’s. Everyone is invited. There will be a party after the Mass. If you would like to volunteer to assist with the 
refreshments, please sign up on one of the lists that are in either church. The Catholic Women’s league have kindly offered to 
set up and organise the event, if you would like to help them please contact them (see next page for details) 

Calling All Volunteers 
We are blessed with a number of people who help behind the scenes in our parishes. There are those who clean the church 
regularly (Monday after Mass in St Matthew’s and various times in the week at St Joseph’s). We are also looking for more 
volunteers to keep our churches looking beautiful. A number of ladies in the parish are great at keeping our altar linens clean. 
If you would also like to help please do. We have an appeal for people to offer to wash the albs that our servers wear. If you 
would like to help our faithful sacristans they would appreciate your help.  
We are also grateful to those who look after our grounds. Thank you to those who look after Our Lady’s grotto at St Joseph’s 
and those who look after the plants and weeds around both grounds. If you would like to volunteer to look after a particular 
area of the grounds in either church, please let the office know. 

Presidents of the Bishops’ Conferences of the G7 states call for peace and respect for human 
dignity 
Archbishop Richard Moth, President of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales, has joined fellow 
presidents of the Bishops’ Conferences of the G7 states to make a series of calls on the leaders who will gather for the 52nd 
G7 Summit in Évian-les-Bains, Haute-Savoie, France. The meeting will be held from 15–17 June 2026. 
In a joint statement titled Building Bridges for Peace, Justice and Human Dignity, the presidents of the episcopal conferences 
offer the Catholic Church’s “capacity for dialogue, mediation, and accompaniment for the most vulnerable at the service of 
peace and the international community.” 
The appeal they make in the statement covers areas such as the need to respect international law, uphold the dignity of the 
person, lead in the pursuit of peace and reconciliation through dialogue, negotiation and mutual respect, and to collaborate in 
the fight against organised crime, human trafficking, illicit trade, corruption, and unlawful financial actions. They also 
encourage G7 states to promote education that facilitates dialogue and respect for religious and cultural differences. 
After the recent publication of Pope Leo’s first encyclical letter, Magnifica humanitas on preserving the human person in the 
age of artificial intelligence, the episcopal conference presidents call for the G7 leaders and technology companies to 
establish clear international rules so that new technologies serve the human person and the common good – particularly to 
protect children. 
Finally, the presidents of the Catholic Bishops’ Conferences of Canada, France, Germany, Great Britain, Italy, Japan, and the 
United States conclude by turning their attention to migrants and refugees and environmental concerns. They call upon G7 
states to commit to “bold and verifiable measures to accelerate a just ecological transition, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, 
expand renewable energy and support the most vulnerable countries in facing the consequences of climate change,” and to 
“recall that migrants and refugees must always be received with dignity, while recognising the legitimate responsibility of 
states to safeguard the common good. Those forced to flee war, persecution, poverty or climate disasters cannot be regarded 
as a threat. They are our brothers and sisters in humanity.” 
You can read or download a PDF of the joint statement at https://www.cbcew.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2026/06/
EN-Church7-Communique%CC%81.pdf 



Ordination of Deacons 
On Saturday morning, Bishop Paul McAleenan ordained four men to the Diaconate.  Paolo Gambardella will serve as a 
transitory deacon and  Tom Mawanga will serve as a permanent deacon within our diocese. Jonathan Burden was ordained 
for the Diocese of Brentwood and Eric Lobsinger was ordained for the Diocese of Portsmouth. 

Stop assisted suicide being brought back  
Assisted suicide campaigners are trying to bring back the Leadbeater Bill. Not Dead Yet UK has launched a simple tool to 
help you email your MP about the risks this Bill poses to people with disabilities. Please take 30 seconds to email your MP 
today using the tool here: http://action.notdeadyetuk.org/  

Good Books 
For our meeting on Wednesday 8th July (7 pm, Fr Bebb Room, St Matthew's) we will be discussing Crooked Heart by Lissa 
Evans. Although it is set against the background of war, it is darkly comic as well as poignant - as you might expect from 
this writer who worked for years as a producer of the Fr Ted tv series. If you'd like to read along but cannot come along to 
meetings, do consider joining our WhatsApp group. See the poster in either of our churches for details. 

Catholic Women's League 
We are a small, happy group of friendly ladies, who meet at St Joseph's Church, on the second Monday of the month at 2pm. 
We are part of the Westminster branch of the CWL. We have tea, biscuits, a raffle and chat about events we are organising 
and participate in  initiatives organised by the  main CWL body. We would welcome any new members to our 
group ,especially those from St Matthew's Church.  The next meeting is on Monday 13th July. (Entrance is using the side 
door of the church).  For more details contact any of the following: Ann Farrell  07922 836030, Breda Griffin 07738 363932, 
Pauline James  07511 668812.   

Corpus Christi 
Thank you to all who took part in our Mass 
and procession last week. It was an enjoyable 
day, but unfortunately the procession was 
marred by the behaviour of some impatient 
(and stupid) drivers, which caused concerns. 
Fr Tom will be gathering a group together to 
evaluate what happened and to plan 
improvements for next year. A huge thanks to 
St Joseph’s School for opening up the school 
hall for Benediction and for raising funds for a 
canopy for the Blessed Sacrament. 
(Unfortunately it didn’t arrive in time and is 
due to arrive on Monday - as of Saturday 
afternoon it is somewhere in Germany) We 
look forward to using it in the future. After the 
procession, our First Holy Communion 
Children celebrated together. 



Pope Leo XIV   
Pope Leo is giving a catechesis series on the Second Vatican Council and its documents at 
his weekly Wednesday General Audience. This is the catechesis that he gave on Wednesday 
3rd June.  
Catechesis. The Documents of Vatican Council II.  
III. Constitution Sacrosanctum Concilium.  
3. Rite, sign and symbol  
Dear brothers and sisters. 
As we continue our catechesis on the Conciliar Constitution Sacrosanctum Concilium (SC), 
we wish to pause and reflect on some of the fundamental elements of the sacred liturgy, such 
as the rite, the sign and the symbol. 
The Second Vatican Council, building on the valuable work of the Liturgical Movement, has 
helped us to rediscover a truth that was very much alive in the consciousness of the early 
Church and in the teaching of the Fathers. The rites of the Christian liturgy are not a mere external covering of the 
sacramental mystery, a collection of arbitrary ceremonies, but are the ecclesial mediation through which the divine gift 
reaches us. Precisely for this reason, the Council invites us to understand the Mysterium fidei which is realized in the liturgy 
through rites and prayers (cf. SC, 48). 
The rite gives shape to liturgical action and, through it, to our lives, generating  a spiritual sensibility in us that makes us 
capable of savouring the presence of God through Jesus Christ. Naturally, this happens if we do not remain strangers or silent 
spectators (cf. ibid.) with regard to the liturgy, but rather participate in it fully  — body, mind and heart — in obedience to 
the Lord’s command. Through the sacred rite we are thus formed in listening to the Word of God, in giving thanks and in 
adoration, in fraternal sharing and in ecclesial communion. We discover that we are an assembly with many faces, united by 
the same faith. 
The rite involves us in a well-defined sequence of gestures and prayers, which can sometimes be at odds with with our 
individual tendency towards spontaneity. Its logic, however, is not to constrain freedom within rigid frameworks. On the 
contrary, with the solemn simplicity of its rhythms, the rite interrupts our frenetic activities, leading us back to what is 
essential. We thus discover another dimension of action that is not guided by calculations of productivity, and another 
experience of time and space. In the rite, we experience a logic of gratuitousness, we find a pause that regenerates the heart, 
we recognize that we are preceded by divine grace and we learn to live in a rhythm inhabited by the Holy Spirit. 
The grammar of the rite is interwoven with the signs and symbols proper to the liturgy. In it, as the Council states, “the 
sanctification of the man is signified by signs perceptible to the senses, and is effected in a way which corresponds with each 
of these signs” (SC, 7). The Catechism of the Catholic Church explores the value of these signs, recalling that “their meaning 
is rooted in the work of creation and in human culture, specified by the events of the Old Covenant and fully revealed in the 
person and work of Christ” (no. 1145). The sign of water is emblematic: from the origins of Creation to the Flood, from the 
crossing of the Red Sea to the Jordan, right up to the water flowing from Christ’s side, which becomes a sacramental sign of 
immersion in his death and resurrection. 
“Sign” and “symbol” are terms that are often used as synonyms. In reality, a sign is symbolic when it is able to refer not only 
to an idea, but to an entire system of meanings and values. In this way, for example, when we are sprinkled with holy water, 
our awareness of the gift received at Baptism and our commitment to new life in Christ is rekindled. Secondly, symbols are 
essentially practical in nature, being first and foremost actions: some simple and common, such as kneeling and exchanging 
the sign of peace, or more demanding, such as the constitutive acts of each Sacrament. Above all, symbols have a unique 
performative and transformative dimension, both in relation to the material elements of which they are composed and to 
those who come into contact with them, engendering a sense of belonging, touching the heart and mind, and giving rise to 
authentic ecclesial relationships. 
In the Apostolic Letter Desiderio desideravi, Pope Francis, echoing a statement by Romano Guardini, identified “the first 
task of the work of liturgical formation: man must become once again capable of symbols” (no. 44). We need to allow 
ourselves to be educated by the rites of the liturgy, caring for the beauty of our celebrations with a delicate touch and without 
arbitrariness, and committing ourselves to an authentic mystagogy. The experience of a living and devout liturgy, 
accompanied by appropriate mystagogical catechesis, is the best resource for reawakening in everyone that openness to the 
encounter with God which, in the logic of the Incarnation, can only take place by involving the whole person: spirit, soul and 
body (cf. 1 Thess 5:23). 
Pope in Tenerife: Open Christ’s ‘Ocean of Love’ 
Pope Leo preached the following homily at Mass for the Feast of the Sacred Heart on the final day of his Apostolic Visit to 
Spain. 
Dear brothers and sisters, 
It is a blessing to come together on this day when the Heart of Jesus reveals itself to us as the heart of history.  I am happy to 
celebrate the Eucharist with you, giving thanks for the abundant witnesses of faith and charity I have experienced on this 
Apostolic Journey.  This is what makes the archipelago, so well known for its beauty and hospitality, a place where the Risen 
Lord precedes us and reveals himself to us.  The sea before us evokes the infinite, and so does the sky; but even more 
boundless is the infinite longing that joins the heart of God to so many human hearts, whose joys and hopes, sorrows and 
anxieties find an echo in the heart of the Church (cf. Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World Gaudium et 
Spes, 1).  No human being is an island. The geographical location of this diocese and the pastoral challenges it faces bear 
witness to the fact that we are born for encounter and that no obstacle, distance, danger or threat can prevent anyone from 
making the journey.  Whether we spend our whole lives in one place or choose — or are forced — to leave, no one remains 
unchanged. This is the secret of the heart: the inner call to exodus and to encounter. 
But the Heart of Jesus shows us how not to get lost in a futile struggle: “God sent his only Son into the world so that we 



might live through him” (1 Jn 4:9).  It is in giving of ourselves 
that we truly live. Otherwise, we spin in a void.  Indeed, “as the 
Council recalled, human persons are called to communion with 
God and ‘can fully discover their true selves only in sincere self-
giving.’  Indeed, their deepest vocation is to enter into the 
Trinitarian dynamic of love received” (Encyclical 
Letter Magnifica Humanitas, 48).  Pope Francis likewise 
observed: “Many people today sense a profound imbalance 
which drives them to frenetic activity and makes them feel busy, 
in a constant hurry, which in turn leads them to ride rough-shod 
over everything around them. This too affects how they treat the 
environment” (Encyclical Letter Laudato Si’, 225).  These words 
also challenge Tenerife in its vocation to hospitality, speaking 
both to the hearts of those who choose to spend their vacations here and to those of the people who live and work on the 
island, welcoming visitors from so many countries around the world.  What does the human heart seek?  How can we 
respond to its thirst in a way that is not disingenuous?  It is important, especially for those who are guided by the Gospel, 
not to reduce everything to commerce and profit.  “Those who enjoy more and live better each moment are those who have 
given up dipping here and there, always on the look-out for what they do not have. They experience what it means to 
appreciate each person and each thing, learning familiarity with the simplest things and how to enjoy them. So they are 
able to shed unsatisfied needs, reducing their obsessiveness and weariness” (Ibid., 223).  Understand your vocation to 
hospitality in this way, dear brothers and sisters. 
Today’s Gospel seems to take this challenge to the extreme and reminds us of the wealth of the poor, a paradox that points 
directly to the life of Jesus, to his truth, to the path upon which he continues to ask us to follow him.  In the passage we 
have heard, he blesses the Father for this: that God has revealed himself to the little ones — to the least among us, to those 
whose thoughts and words are ignored. He has enriched them with what is hidden from those who are surrounded by 
admiration and success.  With the Apostolic Exhortation Dilexi Te, I wished to draw attention to the privileged place of the 
poor in divine Revelation and in the mission of the Church. 
This mystery resonates in a unique way on these islands, at the center of migratory routes that make them a place of initial 
welcome for brothers and sisters whose journey is generally exposed to unspeakable dangers and violence.  In the face of 
those who capitalize on despair, we Christians we can do more than exemplify the Lord who says: “Come to me, all you 
that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest” (Mt 11:28).  The greatest grace is to allow 
ourselves to be evangelized by those we assist and to recognize the mysterious wisdom of God written in their very 
flesh.  “Growing up in precarious circumstances, learning to survive in the most adverse conditions, trusting in God with 
the assurance that no one else takes them seriously, and helping one another in the darkest moments, the poor have learned 
many things that they keep hidden in their hearts. Those of us who have not had similar experiences of living this way 
certainly have much to gain from the source of wisdom that is the experience of the poor. Only by relating our complaints 
to their sufferings and privations can we experience a reproof that can challenge us to simplify our lives” (Dilexi Te, 
102).  The Lord, who admonishes and corrects those he loves (cf. Rev 3:19), desires to make our lives simple and joyful. 
Dear brothers and sisters, thank you for who you are and for what you do, for making this island a place of encounter with 
the heart of Christ in the friendly and hospitable faces of people and fraternal communities.  “So we have known and 
believe the love that God has for us” (1 Jn 4:16): may this confession of faith, handed down in the First Letter of John, 
always shine forth in you and inspire you to prayer and action.  Be attentive to teenagers and young people, to the rich and 
the poor, to residents and guests: all of them need to be looked upon with a gaze that sees beyond appearances and 
recognizes the depth of their restless hearts, which not infrequently are already oriented, perhaps unconsciously, toward the 
Kingdom of God and his justice.  May it be evident among you that “God is love, and whoever remains in love remains in 
God and God in him” (Ibid.).  This is the heart of the Gospel, the heart of Christ.  Whoever immerses themselves in it no 
longer lives for themselves.  Open this sea of love to everyone!  This is my wish and my prayer for you and for all those 
who will come to know you.   
Pope Leo returns to Vatican on aircraft provided by Spanish King 
Even popes have travel delays. Lucky for Pope Leo XIV, King 
Felipe VI offered a way out, and a way home. Leo’s Iberia charter, 
due to take him back to Rome after a weeklong visit to Spain, was 
grounded by a technical problem Friday, prompting Spain’s king to 
offer his private jet instead. 
Felipe escorted Leo to his Falcon on the tarmac at the airport in Santa 
Cruz de Tenerife, in the Canary Islands. Leo and members of his 
delegation boarded the plane and took off, more than three hours 
after he was originally due to leave.. 
The Iberia pilot said the engine had failed to start after Leo had 
boarded. Initial efforts to fix it failed, forcing all passengers to 
disembark. The Pope was escorted to the airport’s VIP lounge by 
King Felipe VI, who had bid him farewell only moments earlier.  
The Farewell Ceremony had taken place as per schedule. Having arrived at the airport at around 3:45 p.m. local time, Pope 
Leo XIV was greeted by King Felipe VI of Spain, several local authorities, and representatives of the local Church. 
Following the playing of the national anthems and the honours paid to the flags, the Pope and the King reviewed the Guard 
of Honour and then greeted their respective delegations. He eventually took off at 6.00pm. 
. 



Saint of The Week 
 Saint Richard of Chichester, Bishop 

Patron Saint of Coachmen and Sussex  
Richard Wych was a Worcestershire man, born at Droitwich (then known as Wych) in about 
1197. His family were yeomen farmers. His parents died while he was still at school, and the 
property was administered by guardians, who so mismanaged the estate that Richard and his 
brother and sister were left almost penniless. The elder brother was equally unable to cope, 
and it was Richard who got the farm back on its feet, by sheer hard manual work. His brother 
offered to hand over the whole inheritance to Richard, but with the proviso that he “married 
and settled down”, as we would say. Richard however had his mind set on being a clerk – a 
member of the clergy, though that did not necessarily imply priesthood. At all events, he was 
now free to go to Oxford, where he joined the school of Edmund Rich, the future archbishop 
of Canterbury and Saint. Edmund had a profound influence on Richard, and their friendship 
was to be lifelong. After graduating in Law from Oxford, Richard went on to study in Paris 
and Bologna. In 1235 he returned to Oxford, where he was elected Chancellor. 
By now his mentor Edmund had become Archbishop of Canterbury, and within two years he 
called him to be his own Chancellor. For the next three years Richard lived and worked with 
Edmund, and grew to revere him for his pastoral concern, his devotion to prayer, and his 
asceticism. In 1240 he accompanied Edmund on a visit to Rome, and was at his bedside 
there when he died. 
Up to this time there is no indication that Richard felt a call to the priesthood. But now, in 
his early forties, there came a change. Instead of returning home from Rome, he went to Orleans to study theology, and there after two 
years he was ordained priest. 
Returning to England, he took up the pastoral duties of a parish priest in Kent, but he was not to be left in obscurity for long. 
In 1244 the see of Chichester fell vacant. The King, Henry III, instructed the Chapter to elect his own nominee, a certain Robert 
Passelewe, which they duly did, even though it was well known that this Passelewe was a thoroughly unsuitable candidate. Archbishop 
Boniface of Canterbury decided to make a stand against what had become in practice royal appointment to episcopal sees, and took the 
brave and unprecedented step of quashing the election and nominating to Chichester Richard, his Chancellor. The King’s immediate 
reaction was to refuse to accept the homage of Richard, or to release to him the “temporalities” (the property and income) of the see, 
which were legally held by the Crown during an interregnum. Richard appealed to the Pope, who upheld his appointment and personally 
consecrated him bishop at Lyons on 5th March 1245. 
It was an unhappy beginning. When Richard came to Chichester to take possession of his see, he found the gates of the city closed against 
him and access to his estates barred, by order of the King. He was given lodging, in defiance of the royal will, by Simon, the Rector of 
Tarring, who became a lifelong friend. There and then Richard began the work of chief pastor, working from the Rectory at Tarring. He 
visited assiduously the parishes, monasteries and homes for the sick and poor in the diocese. After sixteen months the King relented, 
under threat of excommunication by the Pope, although he still refused to restore the income that had accrued to the royal treasury during 
the dispute. Richard took possession of his Cathedral amid great rejoicing. 
The Bishop could now devote himself fully to much-needed reforms. He instituted diocesan synods, at which the teaching and laws of the 
Church were expounded, and local statutes enacted. These statutes covered a wide range. The sacraments were to be administered without 
payment, Mass was to be celebrated in a dignified manner, clergy must practice celibacy, observe residence and wear clerical dress. There 
were instructions regarding the hearing of confessions, and clergy were reminded of their duty of hospitality and care of the poor. At the 
same time he made provision for their proper payment and security of tenure. The laity were obliged to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy 
Days, and all must know by heart the Lord’s Prayer, the Hail Mary and the Creed. 
He also had to face the task of fund-raising for the maintenance of the Cathedral. He revived the practice of “Pentecostals”, directing that 
all parishioners should visit the cathedral church once a year at Whitsuntide, there to pay their dues. Those who lived too far away could 
fulfil this duty at Hastings or Lewes, and those unable to attend at all must still hand in their dues. 
Richard set great store by hospitality, and he kept a good table; but he himself was frugal, and refused the good things he provided for his 
guests. He practised penance, wearing a hair shirt to the day of his death. He was a man of compassion, his biographer mentioning 
particularly his concern for handicapped children and convicted criminals. His early life on the farm is echoed in some of the miracle 
stories told about him – the out-of-season flowering of a fruit tree at Tarring, good advice to men fishing on the bridge at Lewes, resulting 
in an exceptional catch. 
In 1252 the Pope appointed Richard to preach the Crusade. The Bishop saw this not just as a means of raising money but as a call to 
renewal of life – much as we would see a Holy Year. He began a tour along the south coast, which eventually brought him to Dover. Here 
he consecrated a cemetery chapel for the poor, which he dedicated to his friend and teacher, St Edmund, who had been the chief 
inspiration for his own life’s work. It was his last public function. A few days later he collapsed. His last prayer has come down to us: 
“Thanks be to thee, my Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits thou hast bestowed on me, for all the pains and insults thou hast borne for 
me. And thou knowest, Lord, that if it should please thee I am ready to bear insults and torments and death for thee; and as thou knowest 
this to be the truth, have mercy upon me, for to thee do I commend my soul.” He died on 3rd April 1253. He was about 56 years of age, 
and had been bishop no more than eight years. 
His body was brought back to Chichester, where he was immediately hailed as a saint. He was canonised within the decade, and his body 
placed in a new shrine behind the High Altar in his cathedral, where it remained until destroyed at the Reformation. But today Richard is 
honoured again in that same spot, as a Saint and patron of Sussex. 

Thanks be to Thee, my Lord Jesus Christ 
For all the benefits Thou hast given me, 

For all the pains and insults Thou hast borne for me. 
O most merciful Redeemer, friend and brother, 

May I know Thee more clearly, 
Love Thee more dearly, 

Follow Thee more nearly. 



(St Matthew’s)  
Blessed Sacrament   
--------- 

Our Lady  
Eileen Powley RIP (6th Year Anniversary) 

(St Joseph’s ) 
Blessed Sacrament   

----------- 

Our Lady 
Anne Dunne (Intentions) 

Lamp Prayer Intentions  

Readings at  Sunday Mass 

First reading                 Exodus 19:2-6a 
In those days: The people of Israel came into the wilderness 
of Sinai, and they encamped in the wilderness. There Israel 
encamped before the mountain, while Moses went up to 
God. The Lord called to him out of the mountain, saying, 
‘Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the people 
of Israel: “You yourselves have seen what I did to the 
Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought 
you to myself. Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my 
voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured 
possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; and 
you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” ’ 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 Responsorial Psalm                 100(99):1-2. 3. 5. ℟3c 
We are his people, the sheep of his flock. 
Cry out with joy to the Lord, all the earth. 
Serve the Lord with gladness. 
Come before him, singing for joy.  
We are his people, the sheep of his flock. 
Know that he, the Lord, is God. 
He made us; we belong to him. 
We are his people, the sheep of his flock.  
We are his people, the sheep of his flock. 
Indeed, how good is the Lord, 
eternal his merciful love. 
He is faithful from age to age.  
We are his people, the sheep of his flock. 
Second reading                       Romans 5:6-11 
Brothers and Sisters: While we were still weak, at the right 
time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will scarcely die 
for a righteous person — though perhaps for a good person 
one would dare even to die — but God shows his love for us 
in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since, 
therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much 
more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. For if 
while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the 
death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, 

shall we be saved by his life. More than that, we also 
rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
whom we have now received reconciliation. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
The kingdom of God is at hand; 
repent and believe in the gospel. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Gospel                 Matthew 9:36-10:8 
The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit. 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
At that time: When Jesus saw the crowds, he had 
compassion for them, because they were harassed and 
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his 
disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are 
few; therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to 
send out labourers into his harvest.’ 
And he called to him his twelve disciples and gave them 
authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal 
every disease and every affliction. The names of the twelve 
Apostles are these: first, Simon, who is called Peter, and 
Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John 
his brother; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew 
the tax collector; James the son of Alphaeus, and 
Thaddaeus; Simon the Zealot, and Judas Iscariot, who 
betrayed him. 
These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them, ‘Go nowhere 
among the Gentiles and enter no town of the Samaritans, 
but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. And 
proclaim as you go, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is at 
hand.” Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, cast out 
demons. You received without paying; give without pay.’ 
The Gospel of The Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Walsingham 

Saturday 19th September. 

If you would like to take part 
please register your interest by 

scanning the QR code or visiting 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/
xg0W46EVgx 



Parish Directory   
Parish Priest: Fr Tom Montgomery Email: tommontgomery@rcdow.org.uk 

Tel: 01923 840736 Emergency: 07576 455450             
Deacon: Rev Hervé Boisson Email: herveboisson@rcdow.org.uk 

Parish Office St Matthew’s 
Cheryl Myring 
Siobhan Hogg 
Tel: 01923 840736 
Email: northwood@rcdow.org.uk 

St Joseph’s 
Linda Grimes 
 
Tel: 020 8428 0088  
Email: carpenderspark@rcdow.org.uk 

Catechetical Team Elvadia Tolputt 
northwoodcat@rcdow.org.uk 

Donna Osborne 
carpenderscatechist@rcdow.org.uk 

Colette Quirk & Elizabeth Scudder 
Email: 
northwoodsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  
northwoodsg2@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  

Awaiting Appointment 

Or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk  

Parish Safeguarding  
Representatives  

Please join us in praying for those who are sick and those who have died: 
Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which  

are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.  
For those who are sick: , Patr ick Coyle, Lourdes D’Silva Torres, Eliana Ost, James Conradi, Anne Paget, Mary Vaughan, 
Helen Jones, Sinead Ceasar, Gilda Kumarathasan, Siobhan Frost, Leslie Caesar, Mary Elizabeth Thomas, Georgette Gornall, 
Ann Archer, Kathleen Lynch, Kathleen Andrews, Harry Nandlal, Dawn Tannian, Phil Carey,  
Alice Sheppard, Brendan Davern, Shay Murray, Ruby King, John Wildsmith, Cecil Swampillai, Belinda Plummer,  
Marilyn Theodore, Veronica Savill, Levan Soloman, Patricia Procter,  Philip Wilson, Mary Hyde, King Charles,  
Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Peter Fitzpatrick,  Mark O’Connor, Marie Marron, Carol-Ann Frost, Ada Barker,  
Ron Picardo, Kerry Blackburn, James Wilson, Rafael Pino, Julius Fayiti,  Anna Kelly, Justin, Margaret Downing,  as well as 
others for whom we have been praying together recently.  
For those who have died recently Phil Marron, Jean Isaac, Geoffrey Russell and all who have died as a result of violence, 
war and conflict or natural disaster and those who have no one to pray for them.  
For those whose anniversary occurs around this time: Doreen O'Gorman, Jane Kopanska, Marie Lynch, Bridie 
McGuigan, Kay Stewart, Stella Darby, Norman Dark, Mary Lewis, Winifred Josephine Walsh, Ann Montgomery, Regina 
Pilborough, Anne Grant, Violet Corthorne, Josephine Freeman, Cardinal George Basil Hume, Genovefa Juscatska, Alfino 
Greco, Bill Igoe, Aiden Dempsey, Florence Gray, Herbert Horatio Stewart. 
Pope’s Prayer Intention for June. For the values of sports, that spor ts be an instrument of peace, encounter  and 
dialogue among cultures and nations, and that they promote values such as respect, solidarity and personal growth.  

Worship this week 

   5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Jennie Moore RIP (Anniv) (St Joseph’s) 

Sunday 14th  9.00am: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Matthew’s) 
11th Sunday in 11.15am: Mass - Blaise Bell & Kate W est (Birthdays) (St Joseph’s)  
Ordinary Time 6.00pm: Mass - Brian Huggett RIP  (St Matthew’s)    
Monday 15th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  09:40 Morning Prayer   
Feria   10.00am: Mass - Teresita Cuadra RIP Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s)    
Tuesday 16th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  09:40 Morning Prayer   
S Richard of   10.00am: Mass - Ann Montgomery RIP (Anniv) Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s)    
Chichester 

Wednesday 17th  NO PUBLIC MASS  
Feria     
Thursday 18th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   
Feria   10.00am Mass - Leslie Eggy Lima RIP (Anniv) Followed By Rosary  (St Joseph’s)   
Friday 19th   9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   
Feria   10.00am: Mass - Tony Marano RIP Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s)  
 

Saturday 20th 9.45 Morning Prayer  Followed By Rosary  
S Alban  10.30am: Mass - Audrey Potts RIP (St Matthew’s) 
   11.00am - 11.50am: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions ending with Benediction  
   5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday -  Mick & Gill Dobson (Intentions) (St Joseph’s)  
Sunday 21st  9.00am: Mass - Mario Caruso RIP (Anniv) (St Matthew’s) 
12th Sunday in 11.15am: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Joseph’s)   
Ordinary Time 6.00pm: Mass - Frank  McBreen RIP (St Matthew’s) 
  
   

Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to have a Mass intention (or lamp prayer intention) for a particular date. 


