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Dear Parishioners 
This week our newsletter contains two important statements from the Bishops of England and Wales. The first marks Day 
for Life, which we celebrate this Sunday, and reflects on the dignity and preciousness of every human life from its very 
beginning. The second is Archbishop John Sherrington's response to the reintroduction of the assisted suicide bill, which is 
expected to return to Parliament in the autumn. 

Both statements remind us of a fundamental Christian truth: every human person is created by God, loved by God, and 
possesses an inherent dignity that does not depend on age, health, ability or circumstance. Human dignity is not something 
that we earn, nor can it be lost through illness, disability, frailty or dependence upon others. It is a gift from God and lies at 
the heart of the Church's teaching about the human person. 

Day for Life gives us an opportunity not only to reflect on these truths but also to consider how we put them into practice. 
The Gospel calls us to recognise the value of every person we encounter. We are called to support parents facing difficult 
pregnancies, families caring for elderly relatives, those living with disabilities, people struggling with mental illness, and 
those approaching the end of their earthly lives. Respect for life is expressed not only through words but through practical 
acts of compassion, generosity and accompaniment. 

This year's Day for Life message also acknowledges the grief experienced by parents who have lost a child before birth or 
in infancy. Such losses often remain hidden, yet they leave deep and lasting wounds. As a parish community, we should 
remember those who carry these sorrows and assure them of our prayers and support. The Church seeks to offer comfort 
through prayer, the sacraments and pastoral care, while proclaiming our hope in the God who knows and loves every child 
from the moment of conception. 

The return of the assisted suicide bill to Parliament makes this year's Day for Life particularly significant. The Church's 
opposition to assisted suicide does not arise from a lack of compassion for those who suffer. Rather, it flows from the 
conviction that every human life retains its dignity and value until natural death. The answer to suffering is not to end the 
life of the sufferer but to provide care, support and companionship. 

As a priest, I have accompanied many people through the final stages of their lives. While there can be great suffering, I 
have also witnessed remarkable courage, faith and love. Families often discover a profound closeness during those final 
days. Words of forgiveness are spoken, relationships are strengthened, and people find peace in ways they had not 
expected. These experiences remind us that even when physical strength diminishes, the value of a person's life remains 
unchanged. 

We are blessed in this country with dedicated healthcare professionals, carers, hospice workers and volunteers who provide 
compassionate care to those who are seriously ill. Their work deserves our gratitude and support. Rather than facilitating 
assisted suicide, society should ensure that high-quality palliative care and hospice provision are available to all who need 
them. 

This week also marks the tenth anniversary of the referendum in which the United Kingdom voted to leave the European 
Union. A decade later, people continue to hold differing views about Brexit and its consequences. Whatever our personal 
opinions, the anniversary provides an opportunity to reflect on how we engage with one another in public life. 

Political questions matter, but they can also become sources of division. The Gospel challenges us to listen respectfully, 
seek the common good and recognise the dignity of those with whom we disagree. In a democratic society, differences of 
opinion are inevitable, but they need not lead to hostility or contempt. 

Indeed, there is a connection between the themes of Day for Life and our wider public discourse. Both remind us that every 
person matters. Whether discussing ethical questions, healthcare, economics or international relations, the measure of a 
society is found in how it treats human beings, especially those who are vulnerable or overlooked. Christian faith calls us to 
place the human person at the centre of our concerns and to work for a society that promotes authentic human flourishing. 

As we celebrate Day for Life, let us pray for our country and for all who serve in public office. Let us pray for wisdom for 
our legislators as they consider matters concerning the protection of human life. Let us pray for those who are suffering, for 
those who care for them, and for families who mourn the loss of a loved one. Above all, let us pray that our parish 
community may always be a place where every person is welcomed, valued and loved. 

May the Sacred Heart of Jesus fill us with His compassion and teach us to recognise His presence in every human life. 

With all my prayers and best wishes 

Fr Tom 

St Joseph’s Church  
111 Oxhey Drive,  

Watford  
WD19 7SW 

Parish Office Hours 
Tuesday, Thursday: 9.30am - 3.30pm 



Parish Offices 
This week due to staff holidays, St Joseph’s office will be closed and St Matthew’s office will only be open from 9.00am - 
11.00am 

Catechetical Programme for next year. 
Registration for Holy Communion and Confirmation is now open. Please speak with Fr Tom after any of the Sunday Masses. 

Watford Eucharistic Procession ending with Benediction 
This will take place on Sunday 21st June at 3pm. Meet at The Pond Post Office 145 The Parade, High Street Watford.  
WD17 1NA Bring family, friends, neighbours, singing voices, banners, musical instruments. Let us be a witness to our faith 
and bring blessings to the town of Watford and surrounds 

Day for Life  
This Sunday, 21 June, we mark Day for Life, the day in the Church’s calendar when we come together to celebrate the 
dignity of all human life from conception to natural death. This year’s theme is ‘The Wonder of the Child in the Womb’. A 
child is a gift from God to be nurtured and cherished, but the theme also recognises the tragedy of babies who died before 
birth and the grief experienced by their parents and families. 
The bishops’ message and prayers can be are in the centre pages of this newsletter.. The second collection will go toward 
the Day for Life Fund, which distributes grants to organisations that promote respect for life from conception until natural 
death. You can also donate online on the Day for Life website..  

The Solemnity of S John the Baptist 
This falls on Wednesday, and so there is no public Mass in our parishes. If you wish to go to Mass on that day these are the 
times of Mass in nearby parishes. Eastcote  9.30am Harefield 9.15am Ruislip 10.00am Watford (Holy Rood) 12 noon  
Bushey 9.15am (Fr Tom will be concelebrating the 5.30pm Mass in the Cathedral) 

Fr Tom’s 10th Anniversary of Priestly Ordination 
On Thursday 25th June Fr Tom celebrates ten years as a priest. He will mark it was a Mass of Thanksgiving at 7.00pm in 
St Joseph’s. Everyone is invited. There will be a party after the Mass. If you would like to volunteer to assist with the 
refreshments, please sign up on one of the lists that are in either church. The Catholic Women’s league have kindly offered to 
set up and organise the event, if you would like to help them please contact them (see below for details) 

Solemnity of SS Peter & Paul 
As this solemnity falls on a Monday, it is transferred to the Sunday in England and Wales. As is the tradition we will have a 
second collection for Peter’s Pence. This is a worldwide collection that supports the charitable work of Pope Leo, the 
successor of St Peter. Funds from this collection help victims of war, oppression, and natural disasters, as well as to the 
support of the Holy See. Join with Pope Leo and be a witness of charity to our suffering brethren. 
This year’s feast is also special for our diocese as Archbishop will be in Rome to receive the Pallium from Pope Leo. A 
pallium is a narrow band of white wool worn around the shoulders, marked with six black crosses. It is one of the most 
ancient insignia of the Church and is given by the Pope to metropolitan archbishops as a sign of their office and their 
communion with the See of Rome. When the pallium is conferred, it is described as a sign of: "the fullness of the pastoral 
office, the bond of unity, and the communion with the Apostolic See." For Catholics, therefore, the pallium is not simply an 
honorary vestment. It is a profound symbol of an archbishop's mission to shepherd Christ's flock in union with the Church 
throughout the world and with the Bishop of Rome. 

Good Books 
For our meeting on Wednesday 8th July (7 pm, Fr Bebb Room, St Matthew's) we will be discussing Crooked Heart by 
Lissa Evans. Although it is set against the background of war, it is darkly comic as well as poignant - as you might expect 
from this writer who worked for years as a producer of the Fr Ted tv series. If you'd like to read along but cannot come along 
to meetings, do consider joining our WhatsApp group. See the poster in either of our churches for details. 

Catholic Women's League 
We are a small, happy group of friendly ladies, who meet at St Joseph's Church, on the second Monday of the month at 2pm. 
We are part of the Westminster branch of the CWL. We have tea, biscuits, a raffle and chat about events we are organising 
and participate in  initiatives organised by the  main CWL body. We would welcome any new members to our 
group ,especially those from St Matthew's Church.  The next meeting is on Monday 13th July. (Entrance is using the side 
door of the church).  For more details contact any of the following: Ann Farrell  07922 836030, Breda Griffin 07738 363932, 
Pauline James  07511 668812.   

Calling All Volunteers 
We are blessed with a number of people who help behind the scenes in our parishes. There are those who clean the church 
regularly (Monday after Mass in St Matthew’s and various times in the week at St Joseph’s). We are also looking for more 
volunteers to keep our churches looking beautiful. A number of ladies in the parish are great at keeping our altar linens clean. 
If you would also like to help please do. We have an appeal for people to offer to wash the albs that our servers wear. If you 
would like to help our faithful sacristans they would appreciate your help.  

We are also grateful to those who look after our grounds. Thank you to those who look after Our Lady’s grotto at St Joseph’s 
and those who look after the plants and weeds around both grounds. If you would like to volunteer to look after a particular 
area of the grounds in either church, please let the office know. 

We Believe Festival  
Friday 24 – Monday 27 July 2026, St Mary’s College, Oscott, Birmingham  
WeBelieve Festival brings the Church together in England and Wales. It is an unmissable opportunity to discover the 
traditions and charisms that flow through the Church, to experience the joy of community, and to encounter personally the 
Lord Jesus, our salvation. Book your tickets at webelievefestival.com  



Ebola Epidemic in the Democratic Republic of the Congo  
The National Bishops’ Conference of the Congo has written to the Archbishops and Bishops of England and Wales, 
requesting prayers for the people in the eastern provinces of the Democratic Republic of Congo, who are affected by an 
ongoing Ebola Epidemic. Please keep those affected in your prayers. CAFOD are delivering vital support to communities 
affected and their work can be supported here: https://cafod.org.uk/news/emergencies-news/ebola-outbreak-in-drc  

Pilgrimage of Reparation and Prayer for the Sanctity of Life  
All are welcome to join the annual Pilgrimage of Reparation and Prayer for the Sanctity of Life on Saturday 1 August 2026, 
at the Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham. More details, including information on coach transport, can be found on the poster 
at the back of church and the website: https://prolifepilgrimage.org/. If you cannot join in person, please consider uniting 
with the pilgrims in prayer.  

Ninety years of the Red Box: Missio and the Mill Hill Missionaries’ unique partnership 
In England and Wales, this year marks 90 years of a special partnership between Missio and the Mill 
Hill Missionaries, united through the Red Box. It is a powerful reminder that God is at work through 
hundreds of thousands of missionaries living within communities from Malawi to Myanmar, and 
Pakistan to Peru. 

As many know, the Red Box has been a familiar presence in Catholic homes across England and 
Wales. More than a collection box, it is a symbol of faith, hope and love – uniting the vision of 
Blessed Pauline Jaricot and the missionary initiative of Mill Hill Missionary, Fr Thomas Jackson. 

Born into a wealthy family in Lyon, France in 1799, Pauline Jaricot devoted her life to prayer after the death of her mother. 
Passionate about supporting missionaries, she gathered people into small groups to pray and give a weekly offering. In 1822, 
she founded the Association for the Propagation of the Faith (APF), with the aim of supporting mission work worldwide. Her 
idea spread rapidly and was later recognised by Pope Pius XI as the Church’s official mission organisation. Today it is known 
as ‘Missio’s APF’ or simply, ‘Missio’. 

Born into a poor family in Preston, England in 1844, Thomas Jackson worked from the age of ten and taught himself to read 
and write. Thanks to the grace of God, Thomas developed a deep faith and later pursued a vocation to the priesthood with the 
Mill Hill Missionaries. Thanks to the generosity of others, he was able to complete his training. It was this experience that 
shaped his determination to help future missionaries. 

After serving as a missionary in Afghanistan and Borneo, Fr Thomas returned to England and introduced a simple idea: a 
small collection box, encouraging people to give whatever they could. These ‘missionary boxes’ made it possible for 
everyone to support mission work. 

In 1936, the Mill Hill Missionaries and Missio’s APF united their efforts and adopted a single design: the Red Box. 

Income from the Red Box is shared between Missio – the Pope’s charity for world mission – and the Mill Hill Missionaries, 
Britain’s own missionary society. The 60% share to Missio supports faith communities in mission territories overseas and the 
spread of the Gospel message in places where the Church is still new, young or poor. The 40% share to the Mill Hill 
Missionaries supports the formation and training of its future missionary priests. 

In 2025, local supporters and volunteers raised an extraordinary £2.2 million through the Red Box. Thanks to this generosity 
and the power of our ongoing prayer, people can gather for Sunday Mass in the shade of a baobab tree in Uganda, a child can 
attend school in Sri Lanka and the sick can receive the Sacraments in an isolated village in Cambodia. 

A symbol of love, ninety years in the making 

Through the Red Box, Missio and the Mill Hill Missionaries have built churches, presbyteries, convents, schools, children’s 
homes, health centres and dispensaries. They have trained local priests, sisters and catechists, and contributed to thousands of 
projects that have helped the Church grow in service to those in great need. As Pope Leo XIV calls us to live ever more fully 
as one family of God, we are united in our mission to reveal Jesus, whose love has the power to heal and transform our world. 

90 years, one box, three ways to support 

The way we now support our global family through the Red Box is changing all the time – but some things never change. We 
are still as committed as ever to sharing the love of Jesus with everyone, everywhere, through practical and spiritual help. We 
are still needed – wherever there is poverty, fear, conflict or division. And we are still committed to the importance of prayer 
and sharing that God’s love is for all.   

In this special year, Red Box supporters can continue to help in three key ways: 

Give: As we move into a cashless society, it is more important than ever to find creative ways to continue supporting the Red 
Box. While fewer people carry cash today, there are many ways to give: by Direct Debit, Standing Order or online donation. 
However you choose to support, you are a vital and treasured part of the Red Box family. 

By having a Red Box in your home, offering prayers for missionaries around the world, or setting up a monthly direct debit, 
you are fulfilling your personal call to mission. As individuals we can only achieve so much. Together, we can achieve so 
much more. 

Connect: Whether you give a talk at Church or organise a Mission Mass in your parish, pass on a copy of Mission Today, the 
quarterly magazine for Red Box supporters, share a post or a video from Missio or the Mill Hill Missionaries on your 
Facebook or Instagram page, you’re helping to share the love of Jesus with others, and inspiring them to join our vital 
mission. 

Pray: Prayer is the sustaining power behind all we do! During this 90th anniversary year, whenever you see your Red Box, 
why not offer a prayer of gratitude for all those missionaries bringing hope to our world? And remember, you and your 
fellow Red Box holders are missionaries too!   

If you would like to have a red Missio Box, please contact the parish office who will put you in touch with our Missio 
Rep. 



Day for Life  
The 'Day for Life' 2026 message, shared by the three Bishops' 
Conferences of England and Wales, Ireland and Scotland 
offers a reflection on this year's theme - The Wonder of the 
Child in the Womb.  

Every year, Day for Life falls on Father’s Day and we wish 
fathers a blessed day. Today we remember with gratitude the 
loving care and direction our parents gave to us, whether they 
are still with us or have gone to the Lord. 

Parenthood is a vocation of joys and hopes, of griefs and 
anxieties. On this year’s Day for Life, we acknowledge 
the particular grief of mothers and fathers who have lost a 
child before birth or in infancy. Mother’s Day and Father’s 
Day can be especially difficult for parents who experience the loss of an infant. Such loss often takes its bodily toll upon the 
mother, and it can leave fathers feeling helpless and unsure of how to support their family, or of how to express their own 
grief. 

The Church wants to be especially close to parents who have suffered the loss of an infant. We try to offer spiritual support 
through the pastoral care and blessing of our priests, and through the comfort of our liturgy. You only have to reach out 
to your priest or deacon if you would like to know more about this. 

Just as importantly, many parents find consolation in their faith and its assurance that every child, including those who lose 
their life before they are born or soon after, is created, willed and deeply loved by God from all eternity. We have the Lord’s 
promise from the Scriptures that: “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born, I consecrated 
you” (Jer 1:5). 

The Word of God reveals the sacred humanity of the unborn child and perhaps helps us understand why we feel such 
profound grief at the loss of a baby. Parents instinctively grasp how precious and unique the child is whom they have 
lost and whom they may already have called by name. They know how no other child can ever replace them. 

Science is clear that life begins at fertilisation when a new and unique living human being comes into existence. Every 
technological development in recent decades has given us insight into how life in the womb unfolds for each of us. At 
conception, our gender, genetic makeup, and eye and hair colour are already determined. As early as five weeks, our heart 
begins to beat. By ten weeks, we can move and respond to touch and, beginning two weeks later, we have the capacity to 
feel pain. By eighteen weeks, our mother can sense our movement in the womb. By twenty-seven weeks, we can recognise 
the voices of our parents. For some decades, parents have been able to observe some of these stages through ultrasound 
scans during pregnancy. The more we learn about the science, the more we understand the teaching of the Church on the 
unique value of the unborn baby. 

This understanding, however, is not complete without the recognition that, from the beginning, every human being is not just 
a body but also an immortal soul, with a unique and eternal connection with God, our Creator. 

It is because of what both science and faith reveal to us that the Church and many people of good will have always held that 
the unborn child merits the full protection of the law, and why we have always rejected elective abortion. 

This Day for Life 2026, we reflect on the wonder of human life from the moment of fertilisation. We remember how the 
Lord Jesus Christ Himself sanctified and experienced the beginning of life in the world as an unborn child, hidden in the 
womb of Mary. Mary knew that she was carrying the Son of God – God and man – as soon as He was conceived. John the 
Baptist leapt in his mother Elizabeth’s womb when Mary greeted her. Our Lady treasured Our Lord in her heart and 
womb until His birth. 

We, in our turn, commit ourselves to work and pray for our society to cherish the value of every little one, especially those at 
the earliest stage of human life, and to help our parish communities support all those in our midst who have suffered the loss 
of a child. 

Archbishop John Sherrington       Bishop Kevin Doran     Bishop John Keenan 
Archbishop of Liverpool, England & Wales  Bishop of Elphin, Ireland    Bishop of Paisley, Scotland 

Papal Message: Day for Life 2026 
Pope Leo XIV has sent a special message to Catholics and people of goodwill celebrating Day for Life on Sunday, 21 June, 
to assure them of his spiritual closeness at this time. 

The Secretary of State for the Holy See, Cardinal Pietro Parolin, has sent Archbishop John Sherrington, Lead Bishop for 
Life Issues, a message from Pope Leo XIV to express the Holy Father’s prayerful good wishes to all celebrating Day for 
Life on Sunday 21 June 2026. 

The Holy Father, His Eminence writes, “was pleased to learn of the theme chosen for this year, focused on the wonder of the 
full humanity of the child in the womb, as well as of your efforts to support mothers and fathers who have suffered the loss 
of an infant.” 

Pope Leo, in a special way, offered his prayers for parents grieving after the tragedy of the death of a child. 

“His Holiness prays that all parents grieving the loss of a child, especially an infant, may find comfort and peace in the 
knowledge of God’s love for them and for their child, “for to him all of them are alive” (Luke 20:38),” writes Cardinal 
Parolin. “It is likewise his hope that these parents find the support they need in the Church community and especially in a 
life nourished by prayer and by the Sacraments.” 



Full Message 

His Holiness Pope Leo XIV sends prayerful good wishes to those participating in the 2026 Day for Life to be celebrated by 
the Bishops’ Conferences of England and Wales, Scotland, and Ireland. 

His Holiness was pleased to learn of the theme chosen for this year, focused on the wonder of the full humanity of the child 
in the womb, as well as of your efforts to support mothers and fathers who have suffered the loss of an infant. Indeed, as he 
recently reminded us in the Encyclical Magnifica humanitas, from the very moment of conception every human being is 
endowed with an infinite dignity “simply by virtue of existing, of having been willed, created and loved by God” (No 52). 
This divine love fills the life of every person with meaning, and, far from ending with death, invites us to a new fullness in 
eternity. 

His Holiness prays that all parents grieving the loss of a child, especially an infant, may find comfort and peace in the 
knowledge of God’s love for them and for their child, “for to him all of them are alive” (Lk 20:38). It is likewise his hope 
that these parents find the support they need in the Church community and especially in a life nourished by prayer and by the 
Sacraments. 

In thanking you for your continued commitment to bear witness to the marvellous gift of life in all its grandeur and inherent 
dignity, the Holy Father assures all taking part of his prayerful closeness and cordially imparts his Apostolic Blessing as a 
pledge of comfort, strength and peace in Christ. 

Cardinal Pietro Parolin 
Secretary of State 

The Day for Life Fund  
The Day for Life Fund provides financial assistance each year to organisations working to support the Church’s mission to 
protect human life from conception to natural death. Each year, the money donated by the faithful on the Day for Life is 
dispersed to these organisations to assist them in undertaking specific projects relating to life issues. These can range 
from educational workshops to advocacy campaigns, practical support services to commissioning research. 

Organisations awarded grants under the 2025 Day for Life Fund Small Grants Programme:  

• 40 Days for Life Leeds 

• The Centre for the Art of Living and Dying Well 

• Catholic Care 

• Catholic Children’s Society (Plymouth) 

• Dementia Friendly Abergele 

• Fr Hudson’s Care 

• Growing Old Gracefully 

• Haven House Children’s Hospice 

• Jesuit Refugee Service 

• Life 

• March for Life 

• Most Holy Trinity Parish Axminster 

• Nottingham Diocesan Catholic Youth Service 

• Pregnancy Crisis Helpline 

• Rachel’s Vineyard 

• SPUC Sheffield 

• SVP Brighton 

 

Statement on the re-introduction of the Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill 
Archbishop John Sherrington, Lead Bishop for Life Issues for the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales, has 
expressed his deep disappointment that the Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill will return to parliament in autumn: 

“I am deeply disappointed that the previously unsuccessful Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill is being reintroduced in 
the House of Commons. It is likely to be debated in September. 

“The Catholic Church opposes this Bill in principle and joins with many other people of faith and none in arguing that we 
should not cross this watershed. 

“The recent debate about this Bill showed how many people found the proposed legislation, even if they accepted it in 
principle, to be flawed and full of unresolved matters. The majority in the Commons reduced between readings, the Lords 
identified many shortcomings and bad legislation. 

“Many professional bodies argued against this Bill, including the Royal College of Psychiatrists and the Royal College of 
Physicians, whose members would be required to be involved under the provision of the Bill. Disability rights groups, those 
fighting against eating disorders, and against domestic abuse were highly concerned and considered it dangerous. 

“Concerns that were raised remain unresolved. The Bill undermines freedom of conscience for medical professionals and 
care workers. It also requires care homes and hospices to participate in assisted suicide, threatening not only their future 
existence but also the wellbeing of their more vulnerable staff. Reintroducing this legislation, once again, places the most 
vulnerable at risk. I ask MPs to reject this Bill. 

“Recent debates have exposed the uneven provision of palliative care across the country. Surely what is now needed to help 
the terminally ill is an improvement in compassionate, high-quality palliative care, and proper hospice funding. I urge a 
debate about priorities in healthcare funding, especially for those living with terminal illness. 

“Finally, I call on all people of goodwill to join me in work and prayer to prevent this flawed bill from succeeding.” 

Archbishop John Sherrington 
Archbishop of Liverpool 
Lead Bishop for Life Issues 

Stop assisted suicide being brought back  
Assisted suicide campaigners are trying to bring back the Leadbeater Bill. Not Dead Yet UK has launched a simple tool to 
help you email your MP about the risks this Bill poses to people with disabilities. Please take 30 seconds to email your MP 
today using the tool here: http://action.notdeadyetuk.org/  



Saints of The Week 
 Saints John Fisher, Bishop and Martyr and Thomas More, Martyr 

Saint John Fisher: 1469–1535 Invoked for courage and by those who are persecuted 
Saint Thomas More: 1478–1535 Patron Saint of statesmen, politicians, lawyers, civil servants, court clerks, adopted 

children, large families, stepparents, and difficult marriages   

John Fisher was born in Beverley, Yorkshire, England, in 1469. After studying theology at the University of Cambridge, Fisher was 
ordained a priest at age twenty-two. At Cambridge, he fulfilled roles as a chaplain, professor, and eventually Vice-Chancellor and 
Chancellor. In 1504, he was ordained a bishop and appointed to the Diocese of Rochester where he became renowned for his preaching, 
pastoral care, and adherence to orthodox faith. 

Born in London in 1478, Thomas More’s intelligence led to a career in law that he combined with a strong faith. He worked in Parliament 
and as undersheriff of London. When his wife died, he married Alice Middleton who helped him care for his four children. Over the next 
twenty-one years, Thomas’ faith, family, and career thrived. In 1529, he became the first layman to hold the post of Lord Chancellor, the 
top legal position in England. After three years, he resigned, citing reasons of health, but his real reason was his opposition to Henry 
VIII’s actions regarding the Catholic Church. 

Henry VIII sought an annulment of his marriage to Catherine of Aragon, contending it was invalid because Catherine had consummated 
her five-month marriage to Henry’s late brother Arthur, a charge Catherine denied. Henry cited his lack of a male heir as a sign of divine 
displeasure. The pope rejected Henry’s request, provoking Henry’s anger and intensifying conflicts between him and the pope, along with 
those who opposed Henry among the clergy and civil servants. 

In 1532, King Henry appointed as Archbishop of Canterbury, Thomas Cranmer, who sympathized with those who sought reform of the 
English Church and separation from Rome. Cranmer declared Henry’s first marriage null and void and validated his subsequent marriage 
to Anne Boleyn in 1533. In 1534, with the backing of Parliament, King Henry VIII proclaimed himself the head of the Church in 
England, effectively severing ties with the pope and the Roman Catholic Church. 

Bishop John Fisher stated that he was willing to die, as Saint John the Baptist did, for the defense of marriage. Outraged, the king had 
Bishop Fisher arrested before he could publicly oppose the new queen’s coronation. Initially released, he was arrested again on April 26, 
1534, and remained in prison under harsh conditions until his death about fourteen months later. Eventually, Fisher was tricked into 
confessing his opposition to the king, which led to his beheading. 

Thomas More also refused to support the king’s claim that he was the head of the Church of England and refused to support Anne 
Boleyn’s coronation. After refusing to attend the coronation, More was arrested and tried for treason. Found guilty, he was executed two 
weeks after Fisher. More’s head replaced Fisher’s on London Bridge after his execution. 

 

Quote: Their final words: 
I forgive thee with all my heart, and I trust thou shall see me overcome this storm… ~Saint John Fisher 

I die the King’s good servant, but God’s first. ~Saint Thomas More  

 

Saints John Fisher and Thomas More, your fidelity to the truth and your courage left behind a shining example for all to 
see. Though your deaths appeared to be defeats at the time, your love of God and love for the king who killed you live on. 
Please pray for me, that I will imitate your courage and fidelity to Christ, going so far as to lay down my life, in every way 

that I am called, for the glory of God and the salvation of others. Saints John Fisher and Thomas More, pray for me. 
Jesus, I trust in You. . 



Lamp Prayer Intentions  

(St Matthew’s)  

Blessed Sacrament   

Patrick Coyle—Healing 

Our Lady  

Sullivan Family Intention 

(St Joseph’s ) 

Blessed Sacrament   

 

Our Lady 

 

Readings at  Sunday Mass 

First reading                     Jeremiah 20:10-13 
Jeremiah said: I hear many whispering. Terror is on every 
side! ‘Denounce him! Let us denounce him!’ say all my 
close friends, watching for my fall. ‘Perhaps he will be 
deceived; then we can overcome him and take our revenge 
on him.’ But the Lord is with me as a dread warrior; 
therefore my persecutors will stumble; they will not 
overcome me. They will be greatly shamed, for they will not 
succeed. Their eternal dishonour will never be forgotten. O 
Lord of hosts, who tests the righteous, who sees the heart 
and the mind, let me see your vengeance upon them, for to 
you have I committed my cause. 

Sing to the Lord; praise the Lord! For he has delivered the 
life of the needy from the hand of evildoers. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 Responsorial Psalm          69(68):8-10. 14, 17. 33-35. ℟14c 

In your great mercy, answer me, O Lord. 

It is for you that I suffer taunts, 
that shame has covered my face. 
To my own kin I have become an outcast, 
a stranger to the children of my mother. 
Zeal for your house consumes me, 
and taunts against you fall on me.  

In your great mercy, answer me, O Lord. 

But I pray to you, O Lord, 
at an acceptable time. 
In your great mercy, answer me, O God, 
with your faithful salvation. 
Lord, answer, for your mercy is kind; 
in your great compassion, turn towards me.  

In your great mercy, answer me, O Lord. 

The poor when they see it will be glad, 
and God-seeking hearts will revive; 
for the Lord attends to the needy, 
and does not spurn his own in their chains. 
Let the heavens and the earth give him praise, 
the seas and everything that moves in them.  

In your great mercy, answer me, O Lord. 

Second reading                             Romans 5:12-15 
Brothers and Sisters: Just as sin came into the world 
through one man, and death through sin, and so death 
spread to all men because all sinned — for sin indeed was 
in the world before the law was given, but sin is not 
counted where there is no law. Yet death reigned from 
Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not 
like the transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one 
who was to come. 
But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died 
through one man’s trespass, much more have the grace of 
God and the free gift by the grace of that one man, Jesus 
Christ, abounded for many. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
The Spirit of truth will bear witness about me,  
says the Lord, 
and you also will bear witness. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Gospel                 Matthew 10:26-33 
The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit. 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

At that time: Jesus instructed his Apostles: ‘Have no fear of 
them, for nothing is covered that will not be revealed, or 
hidden that will not be known. What I tell you in the dark, 
say in the light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim on 
the housetops. And do not fear those who kill the body but 
cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both 
soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a 
penny? And not one of them will fall to the ground apart 
from your Father knowing. But even the hairs of your head 
are all numbered. Fear not, therefore; you are of more value 
than many sparrows. So everyone who acknowledges me 
before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father who 
is in heaven, but whoever denies me before men, I also will 
deny before my Father who is in heaven.’ 

The Gospel of The Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Walsingham 

Saturday 19th September. 

If you would like to take part 

please register your interest by 

scanning the QR code or visiting 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/

xg0W46EVgx 



Parish Directory   
Parish Priest: Fr Tom Montgomery Email: tommontgomery@rcdow.org.uk 

Tel: 01923 840736 Emergency: 07576 455450             
Deacon: Rev Hervé Boisson Email: herveboisson@rcdow.org.uk 

Parish Office St Matthew’s 
Cheryl Myring 
Siobhan Hogg 
Tel: 01923 840736 
Email: northwood@rcdow.org.uk 

St Joseph’s 
Linda Grimes 
 
Tel: 020 8428 0088  
Email: carpenderspark@rcdow.org.uk 

Catechetical Team Elvadia Tolputt 
northwoodcat@rcdow.org.uk 

Donna Osborne 
carpenderscatechist@rcdow.org.uk 

Colette Quirk & Elizabeth Scudder 
Email: 
northwoodsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  

Awaiting Appointment Parish Safeguarding  
Representatives  

Or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk  

Please join us in praying for those who are sick and those who have died: 
Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which  

are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.  
For those who are sick: , Patrick Coyle, Lourdes D’Silva Torres, Eliana Ost, James Conradi, Anne Paget, Mary Vaughan, 
Helen Jones, Sinead Ceasar, Gilda Kumarathasan, Siobhan Frost, Leslie Caesar, Mary Elizabeth Thomas, Georgette Gornall, 
Ann Archer, Kathleen Lynch, Kathleen Andrews, Harry Nandlal, Dawn Tannian, Phil Carey,  
Alice Sheppard, Brendan Davern, Shay Murray, Ruby King, John Wildsmith, Cecil Swampillai, Belinda Plummer,  
Marilyn Theodore, Veronica Savill, Levan Soloman, Patricia Procter,  Philip Wilson, Mary Hyde, King Charles,  
Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Peter Fitzpatrick,  Mark O’Connor, Marie Marron, Carol-Ann Frost, Ada Barker,  
Ron Picardo, Kerry Blackburn, James Wilson, Rafael Pino, Julius Fayiti,  Anna Kelly, Justin, Margaret Downing,  as well as 
others for whom we have been praying together recently.  
For those who have died recently Phil Marron, Jean Isaac, Geoffrey Russell, Fr Peter Dwyer and all who have died as a 
result of violence, war and conflict or natural disaster and those who have no one to pray for them.  
For those whose anniversary occurs around this time: Donna Jefferis, James McCaffery, Josie Duggan, Janet McCaffery, 
Gladys Storey, Emmanuel Vassallo, Anna Stevenson, John St John, Christine O'Neill, Janet Lavender, Patrick Coyne, Rose 
Mahony, Caterina Scannell, Winifred Lowe, Timothy Cahillane, Stephen Moss, Bruna Toselli. 
Pope’s Prayer Intention for June. For the values of sports, that sports be an instrument of peace, encounter and dialogue 
among cultures and nations, and that they promote values such as respect, solidarity and personal growth. 

 
Worship this week 

   5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Mick & Gill Dobson (Intentions)  (St Joseph’s) 

Sunday 21st  9.00am: Mass - Mario Caruso RIP (Anniv) (St Matthew’s) 
12th Sunday in 11.15am: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Joseph’s)  
Ordinary Time 6.00pm: Mass - Frank McBreen RIP (St Matthew’s)    

Monday 22nd 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  09:40 Morning Prayer   
Ss John Fisher & 10.00am: Mass - Clavdia Azveno RIP (1st Anniv) Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s)   
Thomas More 

Tuesday 23rd 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  09:40 Morning Prayer   
Feria   10.00am: Mass - Lucia Spain (Intentions) Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s)    

Wednesday 24th  NO PUBLIC MASS  
S John the Baptist     

Thursday 25th 7.00pm Mass - Fr Tom’s 10th Anniversary of Ordination (St Joseph’s)  
Feria     

Friday 26th   9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   
Feria   10.00am: Mass - Ghassan Safi (Intentions) Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s)  
   12.00 noon: Funeral Mass of Geoffrey Russell 

Saturday 27th 9.45 Morning Prayer  Followed By Rosary  

S John Southworth 10.30am: Mass - Jimmy Mulhern RIP (St Matthew’s) 

   11.00am - 11.50am: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions ending with Benediction  

   5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday -  Philip Marron RIP / LD (St Joseph’s)  

Sunday 28th  9.00am: Mass - Pat Lee (Thanksgiving) (St Matthew’s) 
SS Peter & Paul 11.15am: Mass - Rhoda O’Meara Stackhouse RIP / LD (St Joseph’s)   
   6.00pm: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Matthew’s) 
  

   

Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to have a Mass intention (or lamp prayer intention) for a particular date. 


