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SAINTS PETER AND PAUL  

28th June 2026 

Dear Parishioners 
This Sunday we celebrate the Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul, the two great Apostles whose witness continues to shape 
the life of the Church. Although very different in temperament and background, Peter and Paul were united in their love for 
Christ and their willingness to give everything for the Gospel. Peter, despite his weaknesses and failures, became the rock 
on which Christ built his Church. Paul, once a persecutor of Christians, became one of the Church's greatest missionaries. 
Their lives remind us that holiness is not about perfection, but about allowing God's grace to transform us and remaining 
faithful to him until the end. 

Looking back over the past week, I am struck by how much it has been marked by thanksgiving for faithful witness. 

On Monday we celebrated the feast of Saints John Fisher and Thomas More, two great English saints whose fidelity to 
Christ and to the truth led them to martyrdom. Their courage in standing by their consciences, even when it cost them 
everything, continues to speak powerfully to our own generation. 

For me personally, Thursday was a day of profound thanksgiving as I celebrated the tenth anniversary of my ordination to 
the priesthood. I am deeply grateful to everyone who sent cards, messages, gifts and, above all, assured me of your prayers. 
Thank you for the generosity and kindness you have shown. It has been a privilege to serve as your priest, and I thank God 
for the many ways He has blessed me through our parishes over these past years. Please continue to pray for me, as I 
continue to pray for all of you. 

On Friday we were privileged to welcome to St Matthew's the relics of Saint Edmund Campion. It was a wonderful 
occasion for us to gather in prayer before the relics of one of England's greatest Jesuit martyrs. Campion's scholarship, zeal 
for souls and steadfast faith, even in the face of torture and execution, remind us that the Gospel is worth living for—and, if 
necessary, dying for. The relics continue their tour of local parishes. 

On Saturday, we celebrated the feast of Saint John Southworth, one of the martyrs most closely associated with our own 
Diocese of Westminster. His priestly ministry in seventeenth-century London, carried out in secret and at great personal 
risk, is a reminder of the quiet heroism with which so many priests served the faithful during times of persecution. Today 
his relics rest in Westminster Cathedral, continuing to inspire all who visit. 

Taken together, these celebrations have been a beautiful reminder that our Catholic faith in this country has been sustained 
by generations of courageous witnesses. Peter and Paul, John Fisher and Thomas More, Edmund Campion and John 
Southworth all lived in very different times, yet each remained steadfast because Christ came first. Their example 
challenges us to renew our own commitment to living the Gospel faithfully in our homes, workplaces and communities. 

Tomorrow, on the actual feast of Saints Peter and Paul, our own Archbishop, Archbishop Richard, will be in Rome to 
receive the pallium from Pope Leo. The pallium, a band woven from lamb's wool and worn around the shoulders of 
metropolitan archbishops, symbolises his communion with the Successor of Saint Peter and his responsibility to shepherd 
the people entrusted to his care after the example of the Good Shepherd. It is a reminder that our local Church in 
Westminster is part of the universal Church, united in faith and charity. 

Please keep Archbishop Richard in your prayers as he receives the pallium, and pray too for Pope Leo, that the Lord will 
continue to bless and strengthen him in his ministry. 

As we celebrate this great feast, let us ask the Lord to deepen our own faith. May the courage of the Apostles and of the 
English martyrs inspire us to witness to Christ with confidence, humility and joy in our daily lives. 

May Saints Peter and Paul, Saints John Fisher and Thomas More, Saint Edmund Campion and Saint John Southworth pray 
for our parishes and for each one of us.. 

With all my prayers and best wishes 

Fr Tom 

St Matthew’s Church 
32 Hallowell Road,  
Northwood 
HA6 1DW 
Parish Office  Hours 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 9.00am - 3.30pm 

 You can make a 

donation to either  

parish by using the 

appropriate QR code. 

St Joseph’s Church  
111 Oxhey Drive,  

Watford  
WD19 7SW 

Parish Office Hours 
Tuesday, Thursday: 9.30am - 3.30pm 



Catechetical Programme for next year. 
Registration for Holy Communion and Confirmation is now open. Please speak with Fr Tom after any of the Sunday Masses. 

Solemnity of SS Peter & Paul 
As this solemnity falls on a Monday, it is transferred to the Sunday in England and Wales. As is the tradition we will have a 
second collection for Peter’s Pence. This is a worldwide collection that supports the charitable work of Pope Leo, the 
successor of St Peter. Funds from this collection help victims of war, oppression, and natural disasters, as well as to the 
support of the Holy See. Join with Pope Leo and be a witness of charity to our suffering brethren. 

Fr Tom’s 10th Anniversary of Priestly Ordination 
Thank you to those who came to Mass on Thursday and contributed to the refreshments. A huge thank you to the Catholic 
Women’s League (and others) who prepared the hall and cleaned up afterwards. Also a big thank you to the children of St 
Joseph's school who came and sang so well. 

Good Books 
For our meeting on Wednesday 8th July (7 pm, Fr Bebb Room, St Matthew's) we will be discussing Crooked Heart by 
Lissa Evans. Although it is set against the background of war, it is darkly comic as well as poignant - as you might expect 
from this writer who worked for years as a producer of the Fr Ted tv series. If you'd like to read along but cannot come along 
to meetings, do consider joining our WhatsApp group. See the poster in either of our churches for details. 

Catholic Women's League 
We are a small, happy group of friendly ladies, who meet at St Joseph's Church, on the second Monday of the month at 2pm. 
We are part of the Westminster branch of the CWL. We have tea, biscuits, a raffle and chat about events we are organising 
and participate in  initiatives organised by the  main CWL body. We would welcome any new members to our 
group ,especially those from St Matthew's Church.  The next meeting is on Monday 13th July. (Entrance is using the side 
door of the church).  For more details contact any of the following: Ann Farrell  07922 836030, Breda Griffin 07738 363932, 
Pauline James  07511 668812.   

Calling All Volunteers 
We are blessed with a number of people who help behind the scenes in our parishes. There are those who clean the church 
regularly (Monday after Mass in St Matthew’s and various times in the week at St Joseph’s). We are also looking for more 
volunteers to keep our churches looking beautiful. A number of ladies in the parish are great at keeping our altar linens clean. 
If you would also like to help please do. We have an appeal for people to offer to wash the albs that our servers wear. If you 
would like to help our faithful sacristans they would appreciate your help.  

We are also grateful to those who look after our grounds. Thank you to those who look after Our Lady’s grotto at St Joseph’s 
and those who look after the plants and weeds around both grounds. If you would like to volunteer to look after a particular 
area of the grounds in either church, please let the office know. 

We Believe Festival  
Friday 24 – Monday 27 July 2026, St Mary’s College, Oscott, Birmingham  
WeBelieve Festival brings the Church together in England and Wales. It is an unmissable opportunity to discover the 
traditions and charisms that flow through the Church, to experience the joy of community, and to encounter personally the 
Lord Jesus, our salvation. Book your tickets at webelievefestival.com  

Pilgrimage of Reparation and Prayer for the Sanctity of Life  
All are welcome to join the annual Pilgrimage of Reparation and Prayer for the Sanctity of Life on Saturday 1 August 2026, 
at the Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham. More details, including information on coach transport, can be found on the poster 
at the back of church and the website: https://prolifepilgrimage.org/. If you cannot join in person, please consider uniting 
with the pilgrims in prayer.  

Adoremus 2026  
Adoremus 2026 will take place on Saturday 10 October. All parishes are encouraged to unite local events with the national 
gathering from which footage will be available to enable remote participation. More details to follow. 

Art Competition A national Catholic schools Art Competition has been launched in the lead-up to Adoremus. Young people 
are invited to reflect on themes such as the Blessed Sacrament, the presence of Jesus, and the beauty of our cathedrals. 
Entries will be judged by a professional panel of art experts, with categories for ages 6–8, 9–12, 13–15, and 16–18. A winner 
will be selected in each category, along with one overall winner. The winning entry will feature on prayer cards given to all 
the event. Entries to be submitted by simply sending a photo of the artwork to artcompetition@christian.art Deadline for 
entries: 15 September 2026.  

Nicholas Birch  
Nicholas has made the following appeal. 

I am running the 2026 Berlin Marathon to raise money for The Passage who help those experiencing homelessness. I have 
been very fortunate in my life to have always had somewhere to call home, however many people around the country don't. 
Organisations such as The Passage provide support to those without access to even the most basic things that we take for 
granted. Any donation towards my marathon effort and the work that they do is greatly appreciated! Thank you and God 
bless you! 

The Passage's vision is of a society where homelessness no longer exists, and everyone has a place to call home. The Passage 
is based in the heart of Westminster, providing practical support and a wide range of services to help transform the lives of 
people who are, or are at risk of homelessness. Every gift, no matter how big or small, enables us to help people who are 
experiencing homelessness to regain their confidence and hope for the future.  

You can make a donation at https://www.justgiving.com/page/nicholas-birch-4  



Update from the Parish Offices  
One of the things that we need to improve in both our parish offices is our telephone system and our internet. Both offices 
have been plagued with bad internet connections which means that everyone who works in the offices often has problems 
doing their work because the internet has gone down. We have managed to change our internet provider in both parishes and 
it will inevitably result in savings from what we pay at the moment.  

A good internet connection is very important because the UK is phasing out its traditional copper-wire analogue phone 
networks (PSTN) in favour of digital voice technology (VoIP). By the end of January 2027, all traditional landline services 
will be retired. Instead of plugging your phone directly into the wall socket, you will plug it into your broadband router. Your 
calls will travel over the internet, resulting in clearer audio and greater reliability. It also means that we will be able to link 
both churches to the one telephone system (so that if you dial through to Fr Tom his phone will ring in both parishes). We 
have the routers and we have the telephones. That means that when you telephone the parish, you would get a choice of being 
put through to 1. The Parish Priest 2. St Matthew’s Office 3. St Joseph’s Office 4. The Catechist.  

There is also some extra work that is needed to ensure the systems are fully operational. In St Matthew’s we need to put in 
connection points in the parish office and connection points in Fr Tom’s office and accommodation upstairs. We will also put 
a line over to the hall with an internet connection and install three Wifi Access Points (Fr Bebb Room, Main Hall and 
upstairs landing) This will mean that we will have full fast internet coverage that is usable in the hall and will profoundly 
help our catechetical work.  

In St Joseph’s we will be installing access points in the parish administrator’s office, the general office, and Fr Tom’s office. 
Wifi Access Points will be placed in the sacristy, the entrance lobby to the presbytery and the Narthex in the church. We will 
also be installing Wi-Fi in the hall. As the hall is much further away from the church than at Northwood we would install a 
wireless bridge kit to link the hall to the offices.  This avoids the need for an overhead cable.  

Over the last number of weeks, there has been discussion about this work and the St Matthew’s Finance Committee felt that 
we should make an appeal to help to the cost of the work as on paper we are due to run our budget at a loss this year. So if 
you would like to contribute to either project please speak with Fr Tom or contact Linda or Siobhan to make your donation. 

The cost of the work is as follows 

St Joseph’s £4,272.00 (inc VAT) St Matthew’s £4,494.00 (inc VAT) 

This work will aid the mission of our parishes and enrich our catechetical work (and other hall users experience). 

 Remember, if you are a tax payer you can gift aid your donation (which means the government will give 25p for every £1 
you donate). 

Both parishes have been exceedingly 
generous in the past which has seen us get 
oil candles and candlesticks for both 
parishes and the photocopier in St 
Matthew’s. Our school has also been 
generous in fundraising to enable the 
purchase of a Blessed Sacrament Canopy 
(which unfortunately arrived too late for 
Corpus Christi this year, but look how 
wonderful it is! 

Recent Celebrations 

Last weekend 
Archbishop Richard 
celebrated Mass with 
New Catholics at the 
Cathedral. Nicholas 

who was received into 
the Church at Easter 
attended and had a 
chance to chat with 

the Archbishop. 

After Thursday evening’s Mass we 
continued the celebrations in the hall 

where there was some tasty food and a 
wonderful cake for Fr Tom to cut. 

As you can see he had lots of help to do 
it - and then eat it! 



Pope Leo XIV   

Pope Leo is giving a catechesis series on the Second Vatican Council and its documents at his weekly 
Wednesday General Audience. This is the catechesis that he gave on Wednesday 24th June.  

Catechesis. The Documents of Vatican Council II.  
  III. Constitution Sacrosanctum Concilium.  
4. The Mystery of the Eucharist  

Dear brothers and sisters, good morning and welcome! 
We will continue our catechesis on the documents of the Second Vatican Council, particularly the Constitution Sacrosanctum 
Concilium (SC) on the Liturgy. 
When Saint Augustine wanted to explain the mystery of the Body of Christ to those who were newly baptized, he took up the 
passage from Saint Paul that we have just heard: “Now you are Christ’s body, and individually parts of it.” (1 Cor 12:27). He 
adds: “It is your own mystery that you receive. To what you are, you respond: Amen, and your response is like your 
signature. You are told, ‘The Body of Christ,’ and you reply, ‘Amen.’ Be therefore members of the Body of Christ, so that 
your Amen may be true. [...] Be what you see, and receive what you are” (Sermon 272: PL 38, 1247). 
Immediately after recalling Jesus’ Last Supper, the Constitution on the Liturgy speaks of the Eucharist in these Augustinian 
terms. For Christians, taking part at the Lord’s table means being “instructed by God's word and … nourished … [giving] 
thanks to God” (cf. SC, 48). It is by receiving Him in His Word and in the Eucharist that we become what we receive. We 
become the Body whose Head is the risen Christ, seated at the right hand of the Father (cf. Col 1:18), who prepares a place 
for us in heaven (cf. Jn 14:3). Thus, the Eucharist is the sacrament of the Kingdom that is to come. It is the Bread for the 
journey that leads us to our heavenly homeland, until that blessed day when “God will be all in all” (1 Cor 15:28). 
The liturgical assembly offers the Sacrifice “not only through the hands of the priest, but also with him” (SC, 48). From this 
perspective, the Eucharist is the form of the spiritual sacrifice of Christians (cf. Heb 13:16; Rom 12:1), as the path to union 
with God and with one another. By participating in it, they learn “to offer themselves; through Christ the Mediator, they 
should be drawn day by day into ever more perfect union with God and with each other” (ibid.). Thus, by incorporating us 
into Christ, the Eucharist teaches us to adopt the very style of life of the Lord Jesus, which was marked by the free gift of 
Himself. This gift draws us into the dynamic of unity, offering a powerful antidote to the forces of division that undermine 
our world, our communities, our families, and our hearts (cf. SC, 47). 
Dear brothers and sisters, when we participate in the Eucharist, we are invited to listen to the Word of God and to be 
nourished at the Lord’s table, where He offers Himself to the Father. These two parts of the Mass, the Liturgy of the Word 
and the Liturgy of the Eucharist, “are so closely connected with each other that they form but one single act of worship” (SC, 
56). 
With regard to the Word of God, it is important to remember that it is not merely a matter of acquiring intellectual knowledge 
of the Scriptures, but of receiving the Word that is “living and effective” (Heb 4:12), spoken by God to everyone and at the 
same time to each individual. This Word nourishes and sustains us together with the Eucharistic Bread and leads us from the 
decay of sin to new life in Christ. “The Eucharist opens us to an understanding of Scripture, just as Scripture for its part 
illumines and explains the mystery of the Eucharist.” (Benedict XVI, Verbum Domini, 55). 
The Second Vatican Council called for the treasures of the Bible to be opened more abundantly, so that a richer fare from the 
table of God’s Word might be provided for the faithful (cf. SC, 51). The liturgical reform translated this request into the 
treasure that is the Lectionary, the book that gathers all the biblical readings for liturgical celebrations. This richness has been 
drawn from the purest source of the living Tradition, which combines fidelity with tradition; with openness to legitimate 
progress (cf. SC, 23). 
The beginning of Chapter II of the Constitution on the Liturgy is woven with references to the great river of Tradition, that 
continues from the Fathers of the Church down to us. I will quote from it: “At the Last Supper, on the night when He was 
betrayed, our Saviour instituted the eucharistic sacrifice of His Body and Blood. He did this in order to perpetuate the 
sacrifice of the Cross throughout the centuries until He should come again, and so to entrust to His beloved spouse, the 
Church, a memorial of His death and resurrection: a sacrament of love, a sign of unity, a bond of charity, a paschal banquet 
in which Christ is eaten, the mind is filled with grace, and a pledge of future glory is given to us.” (SC, 47). 
Dear brothers and sisters, let us draw with faith from this source of divine life and allow ourselves to be transformed by the 
mystery we celebrate. 

“Bishop of Northampton. 
On Wednesday the diocese of Northampton announced that Bishop David Oakley has been charged after an investigation 
into non-recent safeguarding allegations.  On Thursday the following statement from the President and Vice President of the 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales was released. 
“Yesterday’s news of the charges brought against Bishop David Oakley is deeply distressing for all, both within the Catholic 
community and beyond. We are profoundly aware that the report of this allegation may reawaken painful memories for many 
people and again offer an unreserved apology to those who have been hurt by abuse in the Catholic Church in England and 
Wales. In this moment we would like to provide pastoral reassurance on the commitment of the Church to safeguarding. The 
Catholic Church in England and Wales maintains a zero-tolerance policy for abuse in the Church and in wider society, and 
we are cooperating fully with the statutory authorities. 
“Our immediate focus is on providing pastoral support and ensuring that we, as the Church, can continue our mission safely 
and transparently. Anybody who comes to our parishes, schools and communities must be safe and we are resolute in our 
commitment to safeguarding. We reiterate the open invitation from the bishops to meet with and listen to victims and 
survivors, so that we can learn from and be guided by their experiences as we continue to make our communities safe places. 
“We are committed to continual review and development, assisted by the independent auditing work of the Catholic 
Safeguarding Standards Agency, so that all our communities are places of safety and sanctuary for all.” 
Archbishop Richard Moth                  Archbishop Bernard Longley 
President                   Vice-President 



Saint of The Week 
 S. Thomas, Apostle 

Patron Saint of doubters, architects, blind people, builders,  
geometricians, masons, surveyors, and theologians    

Saint Thomas the Apostle is best known for doubting the Resurrection of Jesus, when he 
said, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger into the nail-
marks and put my hand into his side, I will not believe” (John 20:25). Prior to this, the 
Gospels refer to Thomas several times. The Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke list 
him among the Apostles but do not provide details about his call. One of the few person-
al details given about Thomas is found in John’s Gospel, which refers to him as 
“Didymus,” meaning, “Twin.” It is reasonable, then, to presume that he had a twin. 

The first detailed mention of Saint Thomas comes just prior to the seventh and final 
“sign” performed by Jesus in John’s Gospel. Jesus’ signs were his miracles, performed 
so that people “may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that 
through this belief, you may have life in his name” (John 20:31). The seventh sign was 
the raising of Lazarus from the dead. Prior to this miracle, the Sanhedrin was growing 
increasingly agitated and hostile toward Jesus. The disciples knew this, understanding 
that if Jesus performed more miracles, the Sanhedrin would react. When Jesus learned 
that his friend Lazarus had died, he told his disciples that he was going to raise Lazarus back to life. The disciples challenged 
Jesus out of fear of persecution, saying, “Rabbi, the Jews were just trying to stone you, and you want to go back 
there?” (John 11:8). Thomas then courageously said to the other disciples, “Let us also go to die with him” (John 11:16). 

The second time Saint Thomas appears in John’s Gospel is at the beginning of Jesus’ Last Supper discourse. Jesus informed 
the Apostles that he would return to the Father and prepare a place for them, after which he would return to take them with 
him. Thomas objects, saying, “Master, we do not know where you are going; how can we know the way?” Jesus responds 
with his often-quoted statement, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 
me” (John 14:5–6). 

The final, and most well-known, time Thomas is included in John’s Gospel is when he is absent from the other Apostles after 
Jesus’ Resurrection, and Jesus appears to the ten. When Thomas hears about this later, he strongly voices his doubts. Howev-
er, a week later, Thomas’ doubt is transformed into belief when he cries out, “My Lord and my God!” Traditionally, the 
faithful repeat Thomas’ statement during Mass after the words of consecration as a way of expressing faith in Jesus’ True 
Presence. It was Thomas who provided us with these words of faith. 

The Acts of the Apostles mentions Thomas in the list of Apostles who gathered in the upper room after Jesus’ ascension into 
Heaven. Otherwise, Thomas is not mentioned again by name but is referred to generally with the other Apostles, such as at 
Pentecost. However, various ancient traditions widely believe that Thomas took Jesus’ final words seriously when Jesus said 
to the disciples, “…you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 
1:8). 

Regarding Thomas’ journey “to the ends of the earth,” Pope Benedict XVI stated in a general audience, “Lastly, let us re-
member that an ancient tradition claims that Thomas first evangelized Syria and Persia (mentioned by Origen, according to 
Eusebius of Caesarea, Ecclesiastical History 3, 1) then went on to Western India (cf. Acts of Thomas 1–2 and 17ff.), from 
where he also finally reached Southern India” (September 27, 2006). The certainty of this cannot be definitively confirmed, 
but there is substantial evidence to support it. In addition to Origen and Eusebius, other early Church Fathers spoke of his 
missions to India. In the fourth century, Saint Ephrem the Syrian composed a hymn in which he spoke of Thomas ministering 
in India, and Saint Gregory of Nazianzus mentioned the same. Later in the fourth century, Saint Ambrose of Milan spoke of 
Thomas’ missionary work in India, and in the late sixth century, Gregory, the bishop of Tours, records that the Apostle was 
martyred in India and his remains were brought back to Edessa, Syria, modern-day Turkey, a place that tradition says Thom-
as visited and preached in on his way to India. 

According to the most reliable traditions, Thomas arrived in India around the year 52. He preached along the Malabar Coast 
of southwestern India, as well as farther north in the Deccan Plateau. One ancient text called “The Acts of Thomas” speaks of 
many conversions and miracles that Thomas performed. Around the year 68, it is believed that Thomas and his companions 
traveled to eastern India, in modern-day Chennai, where he preached the Gospel, cared for the poor and sick, and erected 
churches. Tradition further states that Thomas worked to convert kings and their families as a way of gaining their support to 
convert the people. In Chennai, there is a hill called “Saint Thomas Hill,” believed to be the location of his martyrdom. 
Around the year 72, legend has it that while praying on that hill, Thomas was pierced in the back with a spear by order of the 
king for converting his wife and other family members to Christianity. 

As we honor this great Apostle of the Lord, ponder the zeal he must have had to leave his home, family, and community, and 
travel to the far regions of India where he spent the rest of his life sharing the Gospel, baptizing, and establishing the Church. 
He died a martyr, which is fitting for such a courageous man. Though he struggled with doubts at first, his doubts were trans-
formed by Christ.  Filled with the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, Thomas never looked back. As you ponder his life, reflect on any 
ways you can learn from him and imitate him. If you struggle with doubts, know that the Holy Spirit can transform those 
doubts and fill you with the same depth of zeal and commitment as Saint Thomas. 

Saint Thomas the Apostle, you became a faithful follower of Jesus.  
Though you struggled with an occasion of doubt, that struggle transformed you into a new man.  
Please pray for me, that every struggle and weakness I have will be eliminated and transformed  

so that God can use me to fulfil His holy and perfect will.  
Saint Thomas the Apostle, pray for me. Jesus, I trust in You.  



Lamp Prayer Intentions  

(St Matthew’s)  

Blessed Sacrament  

 

Our Lady  

 

(St Joseph’s ) 

Blessed Sacrament   

 

Our Lady 

 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Walsingham 

Saturday 19th September. 

If you would like to take part 

please register your interest by 

scanning the QR code or visiting 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/

xg0W46EVgx 

No speech, no word, whose voice goes unheeded; 
their sound goes forth through all the earth, 
their message to the utmost bounds of the world.  

Their sound goes forth through all the earth 

Second reading                    Galatians 1:11-20 

Brothers and Sisters: I would have you know that the gospel 
that was preached by me is not man’s gospel. For I did not 
receive it from any man, nor was I taught it, but I received it 
through a revelation of Jesus Christ. For you have heard of 
my former life in Judaism, how I persecuted the Church of 
God violently and tried to destroy it. And I was advancing in 
Judaism beyond many of my own age among my people, so 
extremely zealous was I for the traditions of my fathers. But 
when he who had set me apart before I was born, and who 
called me by his grace, was pleased to reveal his Son to me, 
in order that I might preach him among the Gentiles, I did 
not immediately consult with anyone; nor did I go up to 
Jerusalem to those who were Apostles before me, but I went 
away into Arabia, and returned again to Damascus. 

Then, after three years, I went up to Jerusalem to visit 
Cephas and remained with him for fifteen days. But I saw 
none of the other Apostles except James the Lord’s brother. 
In what I am writing to you, before God, I do not lie! 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Lord, you know everything; 
you know that I love you. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Readings at  Vigil Mass 

First reading                       Acts  3:1-10 

In those days: Peter and John were going up to the Temple 
at the hour of prayer, the ninth hour. And a man lame from 
birth was being carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of 
the Temple, that is called the Beautiful Gate, to ask alms of 
those entering the Temple. Seeing Peter and John about to 
go into the Temple, he asked to receive alms. And Peter 
directed his gaze at him, as did John, and said, ‘Look at us.’ 
And he fixed his attention on them, expecting to receive 
something from them. But Peter said, ‘I have no silver and 
gold, but what I do have I give to you. In the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!’ And he took him by 
the right hand and raised him up, and immediately his feet 
and ankles were made strong. And leaping up, he stood and 
began to walk, and entered the Temple with them, walking 
and leaping and praising God. And all the people saw him 
walking and praising God, and recognised him as the one 
who sat at the Beautiful Gate of the Temple, asking for 
alms. And they were filled with wonder and amazement at 
what had happened to him. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 Responsorial Psalm              Ps 19(18):2-3. 4-5. ℟5a 

Their sound goes forth through all the earth. 

The heavens declare the glory of God, 
and the firmament proclaims the work of his hands. 
Day unto day breathes forth a word, 
and night unto night imparts the knowledge.  

Their sound goes forth through all the earth. 

Sponsor a Sanctuary Lamp for a week with your special prayer intention.  

It is only a £10 donation and we have a number of spare slots available in both parishes. 

Contact the Parish Offices for more details. 



The angel of the Lord is encamped 
around those who fear him, to rescue them. 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
Blessed the man who seeks refuge in him.  

From all my terrors the Lord set me free. 

Second reading             2 Timothy 4:6-8, 17-18 

Beloved: I am already being poured out as a drink offering, 
and the time of my departure has come. I have fought the 
good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 
Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will 
award to me on that day, and not only to me, but also to all 
who have loved his appearing. 

The Lord stood by me and strengthened me, so that through 
me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the 
Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion’s 
mouth. The Lord will rescue me from every evil deed and 
bring me safely into his heavenly kingdom. To him be the 
glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
You are Peter, and on this rock I will build my Church, 
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Gospel                    Matthew 16:13-19 

The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

At that time: When Jesus came into the district of Caesarea 
Philippi, he asked his disciples, ‘Who do people say that the 
Son of Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some say John the Baptist, 
others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.’ He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ 
Simon Peter replied, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the 
living God.’ And Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you, 
Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this 
to you, but my Father who is in heaven. And I tell you, you 
are Peter, and on this rock I will build my Church, and the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against it. I will give you the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on 
earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 
earth shall be loosed in heaven.’ 

The Gospel of The Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Readings at  Sunday Mass 

First reading                       Acts 12:1-11 

In those days: Herod the king laid violent hands on some 
who belonged to the church. He killed James the brother of 
John with the sword, and when he saw that it pleased the 
Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also. This was during the 
days of Unleavened Bread. And when he had seized him, he 
put him in prison, delivering him over to four squads of 
soldiers to guard him, intending after the Passover to bring 
him out to the people. So Peter was kept in prison, but 
earnest prayer for him was made to God by the church. 

Now when Herod was about to bring him out, on that very 
night, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with 
two chains, and sentries before the door were guarding the 
prison. And behold, an angel of the Lord stood next to him, 
and a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and 
woke him, saying, ‘Get up quickly.’ And the chains fell off 
his hands. And the angel said to him, ‘Dress yourself and 
put on your sandals.’ And he did so. And he said to him, 
‘Wrap your cloak round you and follow me.’ And he went 
out and followed him. He did not know that what was being 
done by the angel was real, but thought he was seeing a 
vision. When they had passed the first and the second guard, 
they came to the iron gate leading into the city. It opened for 
them of its own accord, and they went out and went along 
one street, and immediately the angel left him. When Peter 
came to himself, he said, ‘Now I am sure that the Lord has 
sent his angel and rescued me from the hand of Herod and 
from all that the Jewish people were expecting.’ 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 Responsorial Psalm            Ps 34(33):2-3. 4-5. 6-7. 8-9. ℟5 

From all my terrors the Lord set me free. 

I will bless the Lord at all times, 
praise of him is always in my mouth. 
In the Lord my soul shall make its boast; 
the humble shall hear and be glad.  

From all my terrors the Lord set me free. 

Glorify the Lord with me; 
together let us praise his name. 
I sought the Lord, and he answered me; 
from all my terrors he set me free.  

From all my terrors the Lord set me free. 

Look towards him and be radiant; 
let your faces not be abashed. 
This lowly one called; the Lord heard, 
and rescued him from all his distress.  

From all my terrors the Lord set me free. 

Gospel                     John 21:15-19 

The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

When Jesus had revealed himself to his disciples and they 
had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon, 
son of John, do you love me more than these?’ He said to 
him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.’ He said to him, 
‘Feed my lambs.’ He said to him a second time, ‘Simon, 
son of John, do you love me?’ He said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; 
you know that I love you.’ He said to him, ‘Tend my 
sheep.’ He said to him the third time, ‘Simon, son of John, 

do you love me?’ Peter was grieved because he said to him 
the third time, ‘Do you love me?’ and he said to him, ‘Lord, 
you know everything; you know that I love you.’ Jesus said 
to him, ‘Feed my sheep. Truly, truly, I say to you, when you 
were young, you used to dress yourself and walk wherever 
you wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch out your 
hands, and another will dress you and carry you where you 
do not want to go.’ (This he said to show by what kind of 
death he was to glorify God.) And after saying this he said 
to him, ‘Follow me.’ 

The Gospel of The Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Please join us in praying for those who are sick and those who have died: 
Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which  

are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.  
For those who are sick: , Patrick Coyle, Lourdes D’Silva Torres, Eliana Ost, James Conradi, Anne Paget, Mary Vaughan, 
Helen Jones, Sinead Ceasar, Gilda Kumarathasan, Siobhan Frost, Leslie Caesar, Mary Elizabeth Thomas, Georgette Gornall, 
Ann Archer, Kathleen Lynch, Kathleen Andrews, Harry Nandlal, Dawn Tannian, Phil Carey,  
Alice Sheppard, Brendan Davern, Shay Murray, Ruby King, John Wildsmith, Cecil Swampillai, Belinda Plummer,  
Marilyn Theodore, Veronica Savill, Levan Soloman, Patricia Procter,  Philip Wilson, Mary Hyde, King Charles,  
Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Peter Fitzpatrick,  Mark O’Connor, Marie Marron, Carol-Ann Frost,   
Ron Picardo, Kerry Blackburn, James Wilson, Rafael Pino, Julius Fayiti,  Anna Kelly, Justin, Margaret Downing,  as well as 
others for whom we have been praying together recently.  
For those who have died recently Phil Marron, Jean Isaac, Ada Barker, Fr Peter Dwyer and all who have died as a result of 
violence, war and conflict or natural disaster and those who have no one to pray for them.  
For those whose anniversary occurs around this time: Bruna Toselli, Ida Caroleo, Joy Hagan, Andrzej Kiersz,  
Zofia Kiersz, Tadeusz Kiersz, Teresa Barker, Joan Egan, Kathleen McHeyzer, Dennis Murphy, Doreen O'Gorman,  
Patrick Casey, Irene Cozzi, Canon Reginald Fellows, Frank Reilly, Margaret Mann, Mary Malone, Peter Walker,  
Mario Caruso, Thomas Healey. 
Pope’s Prayer Intention for July. For respect for human life, for the respect and protection of human life in all its stages, 
recognizing it as a gift from God. 

Worship this week 
Sunday Readings:Of the Feast Weekday Readings: Week 13 (Year 2) Daily Office: Week 1 

   5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   6.00pm: Vigil Mass - Philip Marron RIP / LD (St Joseph’s) 

Sunday 28th  9.00am: Mass - Pat Lee (Thanksgiving) (St Matthew’s) 
SS Peter & Paul 11.15am: Mass - Rhoda O’Meara Stackhouse RIP / LD (St Joseph’s)  
   6.00pm: Mass - People of the Parishes  (St Matthew’s)    

Monday 29th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  09:40 Morning Prayer   
Feria   10.00am: Mass - Paul O’Callaghan RIP Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s)   
   12.00 noon: Funeral Mass of Philip Marron (St Joseph’s)  

Tuesday 30th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  09:40 Morning Prayer   
Feria   10.00am: Mass - Neal Cronin RIP/LD Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s)    

Wednesday 1st  NO PUBLIC MASS  
Dedication of the Cathedral Church     

Thursday 2nd 6.00pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
Feria   7.00pm Mass - Peter Taylor RIP/LD Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s)  

Friday 3rd   9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   
S Thomas  10.00am: Mass - Audrey Potts RIP Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s)  
    

Saturday 4th  9.45 Morning Prayer  Followed By Rosary  

S Elizabeth   10.30am: Mass - Luigi Necchi RIP (Anniv) (St Matthew’s) 

of Portugal  11.00am - 11.50am: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions ending with Benediction  

   5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday -  People of the Parishes (St Joseph’s)  

Sunday 5th  9.00am: Mass - Ingrid Pino (Birthday) (St Matthew’s) 
14th Sunday in 11.15am: Mass - Annamarie Foley RIP (Anniv) (St Joseph’s)   
Ordinary Time 6.00pm: Mass - Bruno Jones RIP (Anniv) (St Matthew’s) 
   8.00pm: Holy Hour Concluding with Night Prayer (St Matthew’s) 

Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to have a Mass intention  for a particular date. 


