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Dear Parishioners 
This Sunday the Church celebrates the Solemnity of Corpus Christi, the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ. It is a feast 
that directs our attention to the very heart of our Catholic faith: the Eucharist, the living presence of Jesus Christ among his 
people. Every Sunday, and indeed every day, the Church gathers around the altar to celebrate the Mass. Because this 
happens so regularly, we can sometimes lose sight of the extraordinary gift that is before us. Corpus Christi invites us to 
pause, reflect, and renew our sense of wonder. The Eucharist is not merely a symbol, a reminder, or a memorial meal. It is 
Christ himself, truly present. Under the appearances of bread and wine, Jesus gives us his Body and Blood, his Soul and 
Divinity. The same Lord who walked the roads of Galilee, who healed the sick, forgave sinners, died on the Cross, and rose 
from the dead, comes to us in Holy Communion. 

The roots of this feast lie in the Last Supper. On the night before his Passion, Jesus took bread and wine and gave them to 
his disciples, saying, “This is my body” and “This is my blood.” He commanded them to “do this in remembrance of me.” 
Through these words, Christ instituted the Eucharist and entrusted this sacred mystery to his Church. For two thousand 
years, Christians throughout the world have gathered to fulfil that command. Despite changes in culture, language, and 
society, the Church continues to celebrate the same sacrifice and receive the same Lord. 

The Eucharist is both sacrifice and banquet. At every Mass, the one sacrifice of Christ on Calvary is made present 
sacramentally. We are not repeating Christ’s sacrifice; rather, we are drawn into it. The saving love poured out on the Cross 
becomes present here and now. At the same time, we are invited to the heavenly banquet, receiving the Bread of Life that 
nourishes our souls and strengthens us for our Christian journey. The Eucharist is also the source of the Church’s unity. 
Saint Paul reminds us that though we are many, we are one body because we share in the one bread. In every parish, people 
of different ages, backgrounds, and experiences gather around the same altar. What unites us is not simply friendship or 
shared interests, but our communion with Christ. The Eucharist creates and sustains the Church. It reminds us that we 
belong not only to Christ but also to one another. 

This has particular significance for us as we continue to grow together as one parish family. In recent years, we have 
experienced many changes and challenges, but the Eucharist remains our constant centre. Every Mass is an opportunity to 
renew our communion with the Lord and with one another. Around the altar we discover that Christ is building us into a 
community of faith, hope, and charity. 

Corpus Christi also challenges us to live what we celebrate. Having received Christ’s Body, we are called to become his 
Body in the world. The Eucharist is never meant to end with the final blessing. It should shape our daily lives. The love we 
receive from Christ must be reflected in our actions towards others. We cannot genuinely receive the Bread of Life while 
ignoring those who are hungry, lonely, or in need. We cannot share in Christ’s sacrifice while refusing to forgive those who 
have wronged us. The Eucharist sends us out as missionaries of God’s love, carrying Christ into our homes, workplaces, 
schools, and communities. 

One of the beautiful traditions associated with Corpus Christi is Eucharistic adoration and procession. These acts of 
devotion remind us that Christ’s presence is not confined to the time of Mass. The Lord remains with us in the Blessed 
Sacrament, waiting for us in our churches. In a noisy and busy world, spending time before the Blessed Sacrament is a 
powerful witness of faith. It allows us to rest in the presence of Christ, to place our worries before him, and to listen to his 
voice speaking in the silence of our hearts. 

This year, I encourage all of us to make a special effort to deepen our relationship with Jesus in the Eucharist. Perhaps that 
means arriving a little earlier for Mass to pray quietly. Perhaps it means spending time in adoration during the week. 
Perhaps it means reflecting more carefully on the privilege of receiving Holy Communion. Small acts of devotion can lead 
to a renewed appreciation of the immense gift God has given us. 

As we celebrate Corpus Christi, let us give thanks for the countless blessings that flow from the Eucharist. Let us pray for a 
deeper faith in Christ’s Real Presence. Let us ask the Lord to strengthen our parish community through the grace of this 
sacrament. And let us carry the love we receive at the altar into every aspect of our lives. 

May Our Lord Jesus Christ, present in the Most Blessed Sacrament, draw us ever closer to himself and make us faithful 
witnesses to his love in the world. 

With all my prayers and best wishes 

Fr Tom 

St Joseph’s Church  
111 Oxhey Drive,  

Watford  
WD19 7SW 

Parish Office Hours 
Tuesday, Thursday: 9.30am - 3.30pm 

You can make a 

donation to either  

parish by using the 

appropriate QR code. 



Last week’s Newsletter 
Apologies for the lack of printed newsletters last week. Our printer had run out of toner. This has never happened before, but 
unfortunately the toner was stuck in a Yodel delivery place. Firstly they claimed that the couldn’t find the church, then we 
discovered that they had tried to deliver at a time when the office was closed and Fr Tom was not in. As a result we are 
reprinting last week’s middle pages so people have a chance to read about Pope Leo’s encyclical and his catechesis on the 
documents of the Second Vatican Council documents. (We will print his latest talk next week)  

Corpus Christi 
This Sunday we keep the Feast of Corpus Christi and we will once again mark it with a procession of the Blessed Sacrament 
after the 11.15am Mass at St Joseph’s. All those who recently made their First Holy Communion have been invited to come 
in their First Holy Communion Clothes to take part in the procession. 
At the Sunday Evening Mass in St Matthew’s we will be joined by a number of Catenians from the Harrow and Wembley 
Circle who will be joining us for Mass as they mark the start of the term of Office of Richard Hodkinson as president of their 
Circle. 

Monthly Holy Hour 
This Sunday is the first Sunday of the month and so we will hold our monthly Holy Hour at 8.00pm in St Matthew’s. A great 
way to end the feast of Corpus Christi. 

Catholic Women's League 
We are a small, happy group of friendly ladies, who meet at St Joseph's Church, on the second Monday of the month at 2pm. 
We are part of the Westminster branch of the CWL. We have tea, biscuits, a raffle and chat about events we are organising 
and participate in  initiatives organised by the  main CWL body. We would welcome any new members to our 
group ,especially those from St Matthew's Church (Welcome to those who joined us this month).  The next meeting is on 
Monday 8th June. (Entrance is using the side door  of the church).  For  more details contact any of the following: Ann 
Farrell  07922 836030, Breda Griffin 07738 363932, Pauline James  07511 668812.   

Good Books 
Our reading selection for our next meeting, at 7 pm on Wednesday 10th June in the Fr Bebb Room at St Matthew's, is The 
Wartime Bookclub by Kate Thompson . New members to the group are always welcome, both in person and via WhatsApp 
(contact mrsjulieshelton@gmail.com). 

Formation talk on Catholic church teaching on care at end of life. 
Fr  James McTavish will give a talk on ‘Why the Church says NO to euthanasia and assisted suicide’. It will be held at the 
Sacred Heart Church in Ruislip on Wednesday 10th June beginning at 7.30pm. 

Calling All Volunteers 
We are blessed with a number of people who help behind the scenes in our parishes. There are those who clean the church 
regularly (Monday after Mass in St Matthew’s and various times in the week at St Joseph’s). We are also looking for more 
volunteers to keep our churches looking beautiful. A number of ladies in the parish are great at keeping our altar linens clean. 
If you would also like to help please do. We have an appeal for people to offer to wash the albs that our servers wear. If you 
would like to help our faithful sacristans they would appreciate your help.  

We are also grateful to those who look after our grounds. Thank you to those who look after Our Lady’s grotto at St Joseph’s 
and those who look after the plants and weeds around both grounds. If you would like to volunteer to look after a particular 
area of the grounds in either church, please let the office know. 

Catechetical Programme for next year. 
Registration for Holy Communion and Confirmation is now open. Please speak with Fr Tom after Sunday Masses. 

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)  
If you are not a Catholic and are interested in becoming one, or if you are a baptised Catholic but have not received the other 
Sacraments of Initiation (Holy Communion and Confirmation) then please speak to Fr Tom after Mass to arrange to meet and 
talk about things further. Fr  Tom looks forward to hearing from you.. 

Watford Eucharistic Procession ending with Benediction 
This will take place on Sunday 21st June at 3pm. Meet at The Pond Post Office 145 The Parade, High Street Watford.  
WD17 1NA Bring family, friends, neighbours, singing voices, banners, musical instruments. Let us be a witness to our faith 
and bring blessings to the town of Watford and surrounds 

Fr Tom’s 10th Anniversary of Priestly Ordination 
On Thursday 25th June Fr  Tom celebrates ten years as a pr iest. He will mark it was a Mass of Thanksgiving at 7.00pm 
in St Joseph’s. Everyone is invited. There will be a party after the Mass. If you would like to volunteer to assist with the 
refreshments, please sign up on one of the lists that are in either church. 

Bishop McAleenan welcomes new campaign defending asylum 
The Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS) UK, in partnership with the Caritas Social Action Network (CSAN) and the St Vincent de 
Paul Society have launched the new “Welcome the Stranger” campaign. The campaign highlights the barriers which refugees 
and asylum seekers face when seeking sanctuary in the United Kingdom and calls upon the government to restore dignity in 
the asylum system. The campaign invites Christians across the UK to join together in standing alongside refugees through 
prayer, awareness-raising and through writing to the Prime Minister, asking him to end immigration detention, restore the 
right to asylum and put dignity and protection at the heart of the asylum system. 

Commenting on the campaign, Bishop McAleenan, the lead bishop for migrants and refugees, said: “It is well known that 
many risk dangerous journeys in search of safety and a chance to rebuild their lives. They do so because safe and accessible 
routes are unavailable to them. I therefore warmly welcome the ’Welcome the Stranger’ campaign initiated by CSAN, St 
Vincent de Paul Society and Jesuit Refugee Service UK in defence of the right to seek asylum in the UK. I encourage 
Catholics to engage with the campaign however they can and stand in solidarity with those forced to flee their homes.” 

For more information about the campaign and how you can get involved, please visit the JRS website. https://www.jrsuk.net/
defend-asylum/ 



Pope Leo’s ‘Magnifica humanitas’: AI must serve humanity not concentrate power 
Marking the 135th anniversary of Rerum novarum, Pope Leo XIV releases his first 
encyclical, entitled ‘Magnifica humanitas: On Safeguarding the Human Person in the 
Time of Artificial Intelligence.’ He appeals for the safeguarding of humanity, promotion 
of truth, dignity of work, social justice, and peace. 

“Humanity, created by God in all its grandeur, is today facing a pivotal choice: either to 
construct a new Tower of Babel or to build the city in which God and humanity dwell 
together.” The opening words of Pope Leo XIV’s first encyclical, Magnifica humanitas: 
On Safeguarding the Human Person in the Time of Artificial Intelligence, summarise its 
underlying reasons and purpose. Published on Monday, May 25, the Pope signed the 
encyclical on 15 May, the 135th anniversary of the promulgation of Pope Leo 
XIII’s Rerum novarum. Pope Leo XIV has taken up the legacy of his predecessor, writing a social encyclical which 
addresses one of the principal challenges of the contemporary age: artificial intelligence. 
Divided into five chapters, Magnifica humanitas has an underlying premise: technology is not “a force antagonistic to 
humanity” (4), nor is it “inherently evil” (9). However, “technology is never neutral, because it takes on the characteristics of 
those who devise, finance, regulate, and use it. Therefore, Pope Leo XIV appeals for people to build “for the common good” 
and to “remain human,” following a courageous mentality of shared responsibility and communion, so that the world “will 
come to recognise the human heart as the place where God desires to dwell” (16). 

Church’s social doctrine 
The first chapter—“A Dynamic Approach Faithful to the Gospel” – traces the Social Doctrine of the Church in recent 
magisterium and the Second Vatican Council, highlighting “its dynamic character” (17). Far from being “a handbook of 
principles and norms to be applied,” the Church’s social teaching is rather a “theology of communion in history” (27), which 
guides our reading of events in light of the Gospel. Pope Leo XIV recalls the writings of his predecessors: from Pius XII – 
the first to use the expression “Social Doctrine of the Church” in his Apostolic Exhortation Menti Nostrae of 1950 – to Pope 
Francis. He recalled Pope Leo XIII’s Encyclical Rerum Novarum of 1891, which “constitutes a milestone in the development 
of the Church’s social teaching” (30). In the years following, each successor of Peter “interpreted historical changes 
according to the Gospel, bringing to light different aspects of a single heritage: the dignity of the person, the value of work, 
the universal destination of goods, solidarity and subsidiarity, care for creation and the centrality of peace and 
fraternity” (45). 

Safeguarding human dignity 
In the second chapter, Pope Leo XIV explores the “Foundations and Principles of the Social Doctrine of the Church”. These 
foundations, he says, include the dignity of the person, created in the image and likeness of God. It is important to recall this 
since “the pressure of new ideologies or certain highly powerful interests” can reduce the human person to “a resource to be 
used and exploited” or “on what they achieve or produce” (51). On the contrary, “the fundamental dignity of each person…is 
neither acquired nor earned, nor does it need to be justified” (53). A second foundation of the Social Doctrine of the Church 
is the inviolability of human rights, among which the first is the right to life “from conception to its natural end.” In this 
regard, Leo XIV defines induced abortion, the killing of the innocent, and euthanasia as “choices that the Church considers 
gravely wrong” (55). The third foundation is the recognition of the rights of minorities, with particular attention to women. 
The Pope calls for “concrete decisions” in their favour regarding laws, employment, education, in social and political 
responsibilities, so that they may be truly heard and valued (57). 

‘Gravely immoral’ to subjugate a nation 
Pope Leo XIV then identifies five principles of the Social Doctrine of the Church. The first is the common good, and the 
Pope defines it as “the social expression of the dignity recognized in every person” (59). He forcefully affirms that “the 
promotion of the common good can never be separated from respect for the right of peoples to exist, to preserve their own 
identity and to contribute their unique qualities to the family of nations.” Therefore, he says, “any attempt or plan to 
eliminate or subjugate a nation is gravely immoral and therefore unacceptable” (64). 

Technology must not be in the hands of a few 
The Pope then identifies the second principle of the “universal destination of goods.” At this point, and in other parts of the 
encyclical, Pope Leo XIV insists on the need to ensure that technologies are not concentrated in the hands of only a few 
people, thereby widening the gap between those included and those excluded from the digital revolution (67). The third 
principle, subsidiarity (68), requires humanity to overcome “any form of paternalistic or welfare-based management of 
societal life” in favour of shared responsibility. Solidarity (73), the fourth principle, is both “a principle and a virtue,” says 
the Pope, noting it is opposed to indifference and takes into account people and future generations. 

Social justice and the ‘litmus test’ regarding migrants 
Social justice is the fifth principle of the Social Doctrine of the Church. In the digital age, social justice requires ensuring fair 
access to opportunities for all people, protecting the most vulnerable, combating hatred and disinformation, and subjecting 
the use of technologies to public oversight, “so that the guiding principle is not solely profit but the dignity of every person 
and the common good of all people” (80). Pope Leo XIV identifies migrants, refugees, displaced persons as a “litmus test” 
for social justice. The way society treats migrants, he says, “reveals whether its sense of justice is driven by fear or by the 
spirit of fraternity.” He therefore appeals for societies to protect “the rightful hopes” of those forced to leave, by ensuring 
them safe and legal routes, dignified welcome, and genuine paths to integration, while promoting “the right to remain” in 
one’s homeland in peace and security, by addressing “the root causes” of migration (81). 

Abuse and the examination of conscience by the Church 
The Pope says these five principles should be applied not only to society, but also to the Church herself, which is called to 
carry out “an examination of conscience.” The Pope says living out this justice calls for “purifying ecclesial relationships and 
structures from distortions that give rise to inequality, lack of transparency and abuse of power.” This means to listen to the 



“victims of spiritual, economic, institutional, sexual and power-based abuse, as well as abuses of conscience.” This examen, 
he says, “is an integral part of a journey toward justice, which includes acknowledging the harm done, just reparation and 
taking steps to prevent it from happening again” (89). 
An ethical code for AI 
The third chapter—Technology and Dominance. The Grandeur of Humanity in Light of the Promises of AI—stresses the 
need to approach artificial intelligence with vigilance. Pope Leo warns about the “technocratic paradigm” already denounced 
by Pope Francis and how it can require that every choice be dictated exclusively by measuring efficiency and profits (92). On 
the contrary, the most powerful technology is not necessarily the best. AI can imitate and simulate the person, but it does not 
possess a moral conscience, empathy, or affective, relational or spiritual capabilities. The Pope urges clarity about 
responsibilities and accountability at every stage of the development process, focusing on adequate AI policies and legal 
frameworks, independent oversight, and user education. Above all, Pope Leo calls for an ethical code subject to shared 
standards of social justice, because “a more moral AI is not enough if that morality is determined by a few” (107). Nor, he 
adds, should the environmental impact of new technologies be overlooked, since they require large quantities of energy and 
water, affecting Creation (101). 

Disarming AI 
AI must be “disarmed,” Pope Leo XIV continues, in order to free it from the mentality of military, economic, and cognitive 
competition. “To disarm means discrediting the assumption that technical power automatically confers the right to govern,” 
he says. “To disarm does not mean rejecting technology, but preventing it from dominating humanity” (110). He devotes 
ample space to a critique of transhumanism and posthumanism, which interpret progress as the overcoming of human limits. 
Instead, limitations are not defects to be eliminated, but a constitutive dimension of the human person, because it is in 
fragility and finitude that relationship and openness to God and to others mature. He says we must remember that “humanity 
flourishes not despite limitations, but often through them” (118). 

Technological progress without regression of the heart 
Pursuing technological innovation at the expense of eliminating human limitations, he says, would cause an anthropological 
regression. “Humanity—in all its grandeur and woundedness—must never be replaced or surpassed,” he says. Technology 
can alleviate humanity’s sufferings and open new possibilities, but it must not deny the essence of humanity, which is our 
“capacity for relationship and love” (126). In the face of AI, says the Pope, “the true alternative is not between enthusiasm 
and fear, but between two paths of development: a progress that serves individuals and peoples, or a progress that subjects 
them to the mentality of power” (129). 

An ecology of communication and the centrality of schools 
In the fourth chapter—Safeguarding Humanity at a Time of Transformation. Truth, Work, Freedom—the Pope calls for an 
“ecology of communication” based on truth. He urges transparency in how content is selected, protection of personal data, 
serious journalism founded on argumentation and verification, a new awareness in the “proper and critical” use of digital 
tools, and the integration of different forms of knowledge. The Church must also embody transparent and honest 
communication, especially in cases of injustice and abuse. The Pope also appeals for a renewed educational alliance, so that 
the “desire to ask questions” may not be extinguished in young people by perfect machines that make human thought seem 
useless (140). Pope Leo XIV therefore calls for renewed attention to schools as places where people learn to “seek and love 
the truth” (147). 

The dignity of work 
In the “fourth industrial revolution” represented by the digital transition, the Pope emphasises the importance of protecting 
the dignity of work by designing systems centred on the person and not only on performance. “The ‘new ways’ of working 
are not necessarily better,” he writes, “while AI promises to boost productivity by taking over mundane tasks, it frequently 
forces workers to adapt to the speed and demands of machines, rather than machines being designed to support those who 
work” (150). Technology can certainly free human beings from burdensome or repetitive tasks, but it must not lead to 
unemployment in the name of reducing costs and increasing profit. In this regard, the Pope expresses his hopes for a renewal 
of labour organisations (155). 

Peace and development 
Pope Leo then notes the need to move beyond GDP as the measure of a country’s level of development, focusing instead on 
the dignity of work, shared prosperity, the reduction of inequalities, and environmental protection. Finance, he says, must 
focus on the development, creation, and evolution of work (159-160). Following in the footsteps of Pope St. Paul VI, the 
encyclical underscores the interdependence between peace and development. It calls for international cooperation capable of 
defining shared strategies, especially in favour of the most vulnerable countries and groups, because prosperity contributes to 
peace “only if it is widespread, inclusive, and sustainable” (163). 

The family, “primary social good” 
The Pope upholds the role of the family, saying it is founded on the stable union between a man and a woman. The family is 
a “primary social good” and the “fundamental and irreplaceable cell of every community organisation” (165), which must be 
supported, including through labour policies that favour stability and humane rhythms, so as to protect society’s ability to 
“build the future.” 

‘Architecture of visibility’ and risks for freedom 
Pope Leo XIV then discusses the theme of human freedom in an age when digital platforms are designed to capture users’ 
time and exploit their vulnerabilities. He reiterates the need to strengthen each person’s interior freedom, while also 
confronting the risk of social control arising from the mass collection of data and the use of algorithmic systems. Profiling, 
predicting, and directing behaviour, he says, is “a new form of power” (171) that risks discriminating against the weakest. 
The Pope particularly criticises the “architecture of visibility,” which amplifies only what is visible and shapes opinions. 

New forms of slavery and colonialism 
AI also generates new forms of slavery, such as that of the “scarred, injured, and worn down” bodies (173) of those who 



work in the extraction of the “rare earth elements” needed for technology. Therefore, the Pope upholds the importance of 
combating new forms of slavery as another “decisive test for ethical discernment” in the digital transformation. Pope Leo 
XIV stresses that “the Church renews her firm condemnation of every form of slavery, trafficking, and commodification of 
persons” and he underscores that to not react or to tolerate grave violations of human dignity means becoming accomplices to 
them. At the same time, the Pope “sincerely asks forgiveness” for the delay with which the Church in the past condemned 
“the scourge of slavery” (174-176). The encyclical also refers to the vital information—for example, on health and 
demographics—used to guide economic strategies. He calls this a new face of colonialism that turns personal lives into 
exploitable information, making the digital environment a “space of exploitation” (178-179). 

Overcoming ‘just war’ theory 
In the fifth chapter – The Culture of Power and the Civilization of Love – Pope Leo XIV turns his gaze to war, saying “the 
digital revolution is changing the nature of conflict.” The Pope calls for an ethical approach, without which decisions about 
the life and death of persons will become increasingly impersonal due to a use of force regarded as an “immediate and viable 
option” (182-183). At the root of all this is a “culture of power” that normalizes war and rehabilitates it as an “instrument of 
international politics,” favouring rearmament. Today, he says, public opinion is burdened by polarizing media narratives, as 
well as by “a disconcerting loss of historical memory,” which leaves people without a long-term vision (191). Consequently, 
he says, peace today is no longer understood as a task to be undertaken, but as an interval between conflicts. For this reason, 
Pope Leo XIV reiterates that—while preserving the right to legitimate defence in the strictest sense—the theory of “just war” 
must be overcome, and dialogue, diplomacy, and forgiveness must instead be promoted (192). 

Algorithms do not make war morally acceptable 
Pope Leo expresses criticism of the growth in the arms industry, the nuclear arms race, and the emergence of new armed 
actors – including jihadist groups – who aim to perpetuate conflicts as a source of power and profit. He also warns against the 
use of weapons linked to AI, because “there is no algorithm that can make war morally acceptable.” The Pope writes, “AI 
does not remove the intrinsic inhumanity of conflict; indeed it can only bring about conflict more quickly and render it more 
impersonal, lowering the threshold for resorting to violence, transforming defence into threat prediction and thus reducing 
victims to data. In this way, it will accustom us to the idea that violence is inevitable and needs only to be optimised.” The 
Pope urges strict ethical limits, which are shared at the international level and based on personal responsibility and the 
protection of civilians. “Any technology that facilitates attacks without seeing the face of human beings lowers the moral 
threshold of conflict” (199). 

Crisis of multilateralism 
The culture of power also emerges from the crisis of multilateralism and the emergence of “a disorderly and conflict-ridden 
multipolarism” with a prevailing sense of mistrust (201). The Pope laments that the rule of law has been replaced by the law 
of the strongest, while the logic of power prevails over peace building and institutions established to safeguard the common 
destiny of peoples have now been weakened. In this regard, the Pope hopes for “profound reforms” of the UN that can 
overcome the current crisis of values in favour of the common good (226). 

An irresponsible Realpolitik 
The encyclical notes that today “hybrid” wars are fought “also on the economic, financial and cyber fronts, where 
disinformation and campaigns that feed people’s fears are used to manipulate public opinion” so that increases in military 
expenditures are seen as the “only response” to an uncertain future. But all of this is only a “false realism”, an 
irresponsible Realpolitik that sows in people’s consciences and cultures a resignation to an unavoidable war and describes 
peace as a utopia (204-205). He notes that there is the possibility that some “may consider armed conflict as an effective way 
of diverting attention from domestic problems and a cynical tool for managing difficulties (208). 

The civilization of love 
Christians, says Pope Leo, are called to respond to the culture of power by building “the civilization of love” and by choosing 
whether to feed the logic of force or safeguard peace. He recalls the memory of the saints, “righteous people and the oft-
forgotten peacemakers, show us that grace does not magically eliminate conflict, but instead it inspires active resistance to 
evil and an astonishing creativity in doing good” (211). The Pope indicates five paths of responsibility, which include 
disarming words by speaking the truth; building peace in justice; adopting the perspective of victims by taking a stand, 
because there are conflicts in which “it is unjust to remain neutral”; cultivating “a healthy realism” that seeks practicable 
paths of peace through deeds, not only words. 

Importance of interreligious dialogue 
Finally, relaunching dialogue by moving from a culture of power to a culture of negotiation is highlighted. And of decisive 
importance is “interreligious dialogue”, being bearers of a message of peace. He writes that “those who use the name of God 
to legitimise terrorism, violence or war betray his true nature, for to fight in the name of religion means attacking religion 
itself” (223). The diplomacy of the Holy See, he notes, “adopts the Gospel’s principle of mercy as a concrete criterion for 
political action.” And from this the exhortation to prayer, since peace comes above all from God (227-228). 

Grandeur of humanity 
At the conclusion of his first encyclical, Pope Leo XIV invites the faithful to navigate this new technological era in the light 
of the Gospel, following “a sober yet demanding program of Christian life.” Even in the age of AI, concludes the Pope, “we 
may bear witness to the grandeur of humanity, in which God has made His dwelling.” 

Resources to help with the new Encyclical 
The full text of Magnifica humanitas can be found at https://www.cbcew.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2026/05/
Magnifica-Humanitas-EN.pdf 
The Holy See has provided a video about the encyclical https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PvU6NFe0z6k and a series of 
infographics (in various languages) to guide you to a deeper understanding of 'Magnifica humanitas'. The downloads can be 
found at https://www.humandevelopment.va/en/magnifica-humanitas/risorse/infografiche.html 



Lamp Prayer Intentions  

(St Matthew’s)  

Blessed Sacrament   

Pope Leo’s Apostolic Visit to Spain 

Our Lady  

Vincente Tuan—Pray for peace of mind. 

(St Joseph’s ) 

Blessed Sacrament   

Maurice & Florence Rodrigo & John Crowle RIP  

Our Lady 

Jennifer Zammit RIP  

Pope Leo XIV   
Pope Leo has restarted his catechesis series on the Second Vatican Council and its documents which he 
is giving at his weekly Wednesday General Audience. This is the catechesis that he gave on Wednesday 
27th May.  

Catechesis. The Documents of Vatican Council II.  
  III. Constitution Sacrosanctum Concilium.  
2. The reform of the liturgy: tradition and development  

Dear brothers and sisters, good morning and welcome! 
In the Encyclical Mediator Dei, the Venerable Pius XII writes that “the Church is without question a living organism, and as 
an organism, in respect of the sacred liturgy also, she grows, matures, develops, adapts and accommodates herself to 
temporal needs and circumstances, provided only that the integrity of her doctrine be safeguarded” (no. 59). 

In full accordance with this principle, the Second Vatican Council, in the Introduction to the Constitution Sacrosanctum 
Concilium (SC), recognizes “particularly cogent reasons for undertaking the reform and promotion of the liturgy” (no. 1). 
The Council assembly was gathered, in fact, with the desire to “impart an ever increasing vigour to the Christian life of the 
faithful; to adapt more suitably to the needs of our own times those institutions which are subject to change; to foster 
whatever can promote union among all who believe in Christ; to strengthen whatever can help to call the whole of mankind 
into the household of the Church” (ibid.). 

At that moment in history, there was a strong sense of the need for a renewal of the ritual forms through which, for centuries, 
the Church had glorified God and sanctified the Christian people. Thanks to the Liturgical Movement, the conviction had 
matured—later expressed by Saint John Paul II—that “a very close and organic bond exists between the renewal of the 
liturgy and the renewal of the whole life of the Church. The Church not only acts but also expresses herself in the liturgy, 
lives by the liturgy and draws from the liturgy the strength for her life” (Letter Dominicae Cenae, 13). 

To encourage the access of the faithful to the richness of the gifts of grace dispensed by the sacred liturgy, the 
Constitution Sacrosanctum Concilium thus indicates, with a very effective phrase, the direction to take: “That sound tradition 
may be retained, and yet the way remain open to legitimate progress” (SC, 23). 

Pope Benedict XVI grasped in this declaration of intent the “reform programme” of the Council Fathers, “a balance between 
the great liturgical tradition of the past and that of the future”, noting that “tradition and progress are often clumsily 
opposed”, whereas “actually, the two concepts merge: tradition is a living reality, which therefore includes in itself the 
principle of development, of progress. It is as if to say that the river of tradition also carries its source in itself and flows 
towards the outlet” (Address to participants in the Congress promoted by the Pontifical Athenaeum of Saint Anselm on the 
50th anniversary of foundation, 6 May 2011). 

The Council affirms the legitimacy of this progress, rooted in authentic Tradition, distinguishing within the liturgy 
“immutable elements, divinely instituted” from “elements subject to change [which] not only may but ought to be changed 
with the passage of time if they have suffered from the intrusion of anything out of harmony with the inner nature of the 
liturgy or have become unsuited to it” (SC, 21). Changes of this type have taken place constantly over the centuries in order 
to enable the faithful to participate fruitfully, through ritual actions, in the Paschal Mystery of Christ, the foundation of the 
Christian faith. The Church’s worship has thus been “embodied” in the cultural forms of each age and has been able to 
influence them and even transform them. The liturgy has thus been, for centuries, a driving force for evangelization. Today, 
this energy must be renewed in continuity with the authentic and living Catholic tradition, that is, in accordance with a 
dynamic aimed at introducing believers to the fullness of the truth. 

It is therefore understandable why the Council Fathers recommended that the revision of the rites, when “the good of the 
Church genuinely and certainly requires them”, must be carried out taking care that “any new forms adopted should in some 
way grow organically from forms already existing” (SC, 23). For the good of the entire Church, every reform must always be 
preceded by careful “theological, historical and pastoral” investigation (ibid.). The Council Magisterium, in this way, thus 
calls for the avoidance of confusion amongst the faithful, discouraging anyone from adding, removing or altering anything in 
liturgical matters on their own initiative (cf. SC, 22). The progress evoked in the Conciliar Constitution in no way 
compromises ecclesial communion: rather, it seeks to confirm and foster it. 

I therefore urge all those called to prepare the celebration of the divine mysteries, in particular priests who exercise the 
ministry of liturgical presidency, to always uphold that respect for the texts and regulations of the liturgy which springs from 
an inner attitude of openness and trust in God, manifesting humility before His greatness and sincere fidelity to ecclesial 
communion.. 

APPEAL 
I am following with concern the war in Ukraine, which has intensified significantly in recent days. I wish to express my 
solidarity with all those suffering as a result of the recent attacks, which have also targeted civilians. 
War does not solve problems; it exacerbates them. It does not build security; it multiplies suffering and hatred. Where 
missiles and drones fall, hopes are crushed, homes and places of worship are destroyed, and innocent lives are cut short. 
I entrust all peoples stricken by war to the protection of the Virgin Mary, Queen of Peace. 



Readings at  Sunday Mass 

First reading              Deuteronomy 8:2-3, 14b-16a 
Moses spoke to the people: You shall remember the whole 
way that the Lord your God has led you these forty years in 
the wilderness, that he might humble you, testing you to 
know what was in your heart, whether you would keep his 
commandments or not. And he humbled you and let you 
hunger and fed you with manna, which you did not know, 
nor did your fathers know, that he might make you know 
that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by 
every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. 

Do not forget the Lord your God, who brought you out of 
the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, who led you 
through the great and terrifying wilderness, with its fiery 
serpents and scorpions and thirsty ground where there was 
no water, who brought you water out of the flinty rock, who 
fed you in the wilderness with manna that your fathers did 
not know. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 Responsorial Psalm            147: 12-13. 14-15. 19-20. ℟12a 

O Jerusalem, glorify the Lord! 

O Jerusalem, glorify the Lord!  
O Sion, praise your God! 
He has strengthened the bars of your gates; 
he has blessed your children within you.  

O Jerusalem, glorify the Lord! 

He established peace on your borders; 
he gives you your fill of finest wheat. 
He sends out his word to the earth, 
and swiftly runs his command.  
O Jerusalem, glorify the Lord! 

He reveals his word to Jacob; 
to Israel, his decrees and judgements. 
He has not dealt thus with other nations; 
he has not taught them his judgements.  
O Jerusalem, glorify the Lord! 

Second reading                    1 Corinthians 10:16-17 
Brothers and Sisters: The cup of blessing that we bless, is it 
not a participation in the blood of Christ? The bread that we 
break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ? Because 
there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for we 
all partake of the one bread. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Sequence (shorter form) 
*Angels’ bread made pilgrims’ feeding  
truly bread for children’s eating,  
to dogs not to be offered. 

*Signed by Isaac on the altar,  
by the lamb and paschal supper,  
and in the manna figured. 

*Jesu, food and feeder of us,  
here with mercy feed and friend us,  
then grant in heaven felicity. 

*Lord of all, who here do feed us,  
heav’nly guests, heirs, fellows make us,  
in eternal company. 

Amen. Alleluia. 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
I am the living bread that came down from heaven,  
says the Lord. 
If anyone eats of this bread, he will live for ever. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Gospel                        John   6:51-58 

The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

At that time: Jesus said to the Jews, ‘I am the living bread 
that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, 
he will live for ever. And the bread that I will give for the 
life of the world is my flesh.’ 

The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, ‘How 
can this man give us his flesh to eat?’ 

So Jesus said to them, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you 
eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you 
have no life in you. Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks 
my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last 
day. For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink. 
Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood abides in 
me, and I in him. As the living Father sent me, and I live 
because of the Father, so whoever feeds on me, he also will 
live because of me. This is the bread that came down from 
heaven, not like the bread the fathers ate, and died. 
Whoever feeds on this bread will live for ever.’ 

The Gospel of The Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Saturday 13th June 

7.30pm  

St Matthew’s Hall 

Ploughman’s Supper - Raffle - Bar 

 

Tickets - £12.50 

Tickets available from both parish offices and both Repositories after Sunday Mass 
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Please join us in praying for those who are sick and those who have died: 
Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which  

are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.  
For those who are sick: , Lourdes D’Silva Torres, Eliana Ost, James Conradi, Jean Isaac, Anne Paget, Mary Vaughan, 
Helen Jones, Sinead Ceasar, Gilda Kumarathasan, Siobhan Frost, Leslie Caesar, Mary Elizabeth Thomas, Georgette Gornall,   
Ann Archer, Kathleen Lynch, Kathleen Andrews, Harry Nandlal, Dawn Tannian, Phil Carey, Alice Sheppard,   
Brendan Davern, Shay Murray, Ruby King, John Wildsmith, Cecil Swampillai, Belinda Plummer,  
Marilyn Theodore, Veronica Savill, Levan Soloman, Patricia Procter,  Philip Wilson, Mary Hyde, King Charles,  
Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Peter Fitzpatrick,  Mark O’Connor, Marie Marron, Carol-Ann Frost, Ada Barker,  
Ron Picardo, Kerry Blackburn, James Wilson, Rafael Pino, Julius Fayiti,  Anna Kelly, Justin, Margaret Downing,  as well as 
others for whom we have been praying together recently.  
For those who have died recently Phil Marron, Geoffrey Russell and all who have died as a result of violence, war and 
conflict or natural disaster and those who have no one to pray for them.  
For those whose anniversary occurs around this time: Margaret Cox, Leonard Rosso, Edward Breen, Benny Kelly, Lesley 
Vinton, Edith Breen, Michele Pignone, Mathilde Brook-Booth, Bishop Jack Brewer, Alex Kettles, Gerald Stone, Thomas 
Healy, Lilian Slade, Richard Gethin, Caroline Stringer, Winifred White, Doreen O'Gorman. 
Pope’s Prayer Intention for June. For the values of sports, that sports be an instrument of peace, encounter  and dialogue 
among cultures and nations, and that they promote values such as respect, solidarity and personal growth. 

Worship this week 
Sunday Readings:Year A Weekday Readings: Week 10 (Year 2) Daily Office: Week 2 

 
   5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   6.00pm: Vigil Mass of Sunday - People of the Parishes (St Joseph’s) 

Sunday 7th  9.00am: Mass - Audrey Potts RIP  (St Matthew’s) 
THE BODY & 11.15am: Mass - Edeltraud Jaworski RIP/LD (St Joseph’s) Followed by Procession of the Blessed 
BLOOD OF CHRIST           Sacrament to St Joseph’s School. 
   6.00pm: Mass - Sarath De Sylva RIP (St Matthew’s)    
   8.00pm: Holy Hour Concluding with Night Prayer (St Matthew’s) 

Monday 8th  9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  09:40 Morning Prayer   
Feria   10.00am: Mass - 30th Wedding Anniversary of Duncan & Martha Murray Followed By Rosary (St 
Matthew’s)    

Tuesday 9th  9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  09:40 Morning Prayer   
Feria     10.00am: Mass - Jake McAleer - 30th Birthday Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s)    

Wednesday 10th  NO PUBLIC MASS  
Feria     

Thursday 11th 6.00pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  
S Barnabas  7.00pm Mass - Mary & Christina Duignan (Intentions) Followed By Rosary  (St Joseph’s)   

Friday 12th   9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   
The Most Sacred 10.00am: Mass - Victor Kumarathasan (Birthday) Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s)  
Heart of Jesus 

Saturday 13th 9.45 Morning Prayer  Followed By Rosary  

The Immaculate  10.30am: Mass - Archie Moore & Esther Bell (Intentions) (St Matthew’s) 

Heart of Mary 11.00am - 11.50am: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions ending with Benediction  

   5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - Jennie Moore RIP (Anniv) (St Joseph’s)  

Sunday 14th  9.00am: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Matthew’s) 
11th Sunday in 11.15am: Mass - Blaise Bell & Kate W est (Birthdays) (St Joseph’s)   
Ordinary Time 6.00pm: Mass - Brian Huggett RIP (St Matthew’s) 
    

Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to have a Mass intention (or lamp prayer intention) for a particular date. 


