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Dear Parishioners 
This Sunday the Church celebrates the Sixth World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly, which this year falls on the Feast 
of Saints Joachim and Anne, the parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the grandparents of Our Lord Jesus Christ. It is a 
happy coincidence that invites us to reflect on the priceless gift that grandparents and older people are to our families, our 
parish and the Church. 
The Church has long honoured Saints Joachim and Anne as models of faithful family life. Although the Scriptures tell us 
little about them, Christian tradition remembers them as the couple who nurtured Mary in faith, teaching her to know and 
love the Lord. Before there was the Annunciation, before Bethlehem, before the Cross and the Resurrection, there was a 
home where God's promises were treasured and faithfully handed on. Their hidden lives remind us that holiness is often 
formed quietly through daily acts of love, sacrifice and prayer. The faith they fostered prepared Mary to respond 
wholeheartedly to God's call and shows us how one generation shapes the next. 
Their example speaks beautifully to this Sunday's Gospel. Jesus compares the Kingdom of Heaven to a treasure hidden in a 
field and a pearl of great price—something so precious that it is worth giving up everything else to possess. The greatest 
treasure Joachim and Anne handed on to Mary was not wealth or status but faith itself. Countless grandparents have done 
the same by teaching children to pray, encouraging Sunday Mass, sharing the Scriptures and witnessing, by their lives, to 
God's faithfulness. There is no greater inheritance than a living faith in Christ and the hope of his Kingdom. 
Jesus concludes the Gospel by describing the disciple as "a master of a house, who brings out of his treasure what is new 
and what is old." The Church treasures the faith handed down through the generations while continually discovering new 
ways to live and proclaim it. Grandparents preserve the wisdom and memories of the past while inspiring younger 
generations to embrace Christ with renewed enthusiasm. 
This year's message from Pope Leo XIV, entitled "I will never forget you" (Isaiah 49:15), speaks directly to a world where 
many older people experience loneliness, isolation or the painful feeling of being forgotten. Drawing on the prophet Isaiah, 
the Holy Father reminds us that God never forgets his children. Even when society overlooks the elderly, the Lord 
continues to say to each one: "I will never forget you." 
The Pope urges us to make those words a reality through our own actions. He encourages us to recover the beautiful custom 
of visiting grandparents, elderly relatives, neighbours and those who have no one to visit them. In an age of digital 
communication there is still no substitute for genuine human presence. A visit, a conversation, a telephone call or simply 
listening with patience can become a powerful expression of Christ's love. 
Pope Leo also reminds us that old age is not simply a period of decline but a vocation. Older people remain indispensable to 
the Church through their wisdom, experience and prayer. Hidden from public view, many faithfully sustain families, priests 
and parishes through their daily intercession. Their quiet ministry is one of the Church's greatest treasures. 
As a parish family, this World Day invites us not only to give thanks but also to renew our commitment to accompanying 
the elderly among us. Some have worshipped here for many decades; others continue to serve as readers, ministers, 
catechists, volunteers and members of parish groups. Many who can no longer be physically present continue to support us 
through their prayers from home, hospital or residential care. Their contribution to the life of the Church remains 
immeasurable. 
You can read Pope Leo’s  message in full in this newsletter. I encourage you to read it prayerfully. It is a moving reminder 
that every stage of life has dignity and purpose, and that no one is forgotten by God. 
May Saints Joachim and Anne intercede for all grandparents and elderly people. May the Lord bless them with health, 
peace and joy; strengthen those who are lonely, sick or grieving; and reward the countless ways they continue to enrich the 
life of the Church. Above all, may our parish always be a place where every generation is welcomed, every life is treasured, 
and everyone can hear and experience the Lord's enduring promise: "I will never forget you." 
 

With all my prayers and best wishes 

Fr Tom 

St Matthew’s Church 
32 Hallowell Road,  
Northwood 
HA6 1DW 
Parish Office  Hours 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 9.00am - 3.30pm 

 You can make a 

donation to either  

parish by using the 

appropriate QR code. 

St Joseph’s Church  
111 Oxhey Drive,  

Watford  
WD19 7SW 

Parish Office Hours 
Tuesday, Thursday: 9.30am - 3.30pm 



We’re all going on a Summer Holiday! 
Summer holidays are a gift, offering rest for body and mind. But they are also a privileged time for spiritual renewal. As St 
John Paul II reminded us, holidays should include 'more time in prayer, in contemplation and in listening to God.' Wherever 
our travels take us, let us also 'rediscover the importance of Sunday' by participating in Mass, giving thanks to the Lord who 
accompanies us on every journey." As we travel this summer, may we remember to seek out the greatest encounter of all by 
celebrating Sunday Mass wherever we are.  

During August we will have the simple newsletter as in previous years. 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament during the Summer Holidays 
Due to the parish clergy being away from the parishes over the school summer holidays, we will only have Exposition of The 
Blessed Sacrament on Saturdays (whilst confessions are happening) 11.00am in St Matthew’s and 5.00pm in St Joseph’s. 
There will be no Exposition on weekdays from this Thursday - therefore the rosary will be recited before our weekday 
Masses. Normal Exposition times will begin again in September.  

Friday Morning Coffee Morning 
This Friday will be the last Coffee Morning before a break for the Summer. It will restart in September. 

Baptism Preparation Evening 
If you wish to have your child baptised, you are invited to attend the next baptism preparation evening which will be on 
Monday 27th July at 7.00pm in the Fr Bebb Room in Northwood. If you are planning to attend, please email Fr Tom to 
register your interest. His email is tommontgomery@rcdow.org.uk 

Good Books 
For next month's reading we continue with our exploration of World War 2 from less well-known perspectives. My Father's 
House by Joseph O'Connor is the first in a trilogy of novels based on the true story of a group of extraordinary people, led 
by a priest in Vatican City, who helped many people escape from Nazi-occupied Rome. Thrilling and moving alike, it will 
keep you gripped.  The next meeting is on Wednesday 12th August at 7.00pm in the Fr Bebb Room in Northwood. If you'd 
like to read along but cannot come along to meetings, do consider joining our WhatsApp group. See the poster in either of 
our churches for details. 

Nicholas Birch  
Nicholas has made the following appeal. I am running the 2026 Berlin Marathon to raise money for The Passage who help 
those experiencing homelessness. I have been very fortunate in my life to have always had somewhere to call home, however 
many people around the country don't. Organisations such as The Passage provide support to those without access to even the 
most basic things that we take for granted. Any donation towards my marathon effort and the work that they do is greatly 
appreciated! Thank you and God bless you! 
The Passage's vision is of a society where homelessness no longer exists, and everyone has a place to call home. The Passage 
is based in the heart of Westminster, providing practical support and a wide range of services to help transform the lives of 
people who are, or are at risk of homelessness. Every gift, no matter how big or small, enables us to help people who are 
experiencing homelessness to regain their confidence and hope for the future.  
You can make a donation at https://www.justgiving.com/page/nicholas-birch-4  

Parish BBQ/Picnic 
A suggestion has been made to have a parish BBQ or Picnic. Richard (and our excellent volunteer Steve) have been working 
wonders in the grounds of St Josephs and it seems a waste not to use the grounds for a celebration. A proposal is that we 
celebrate the Feast of The Assumption (which is on Sunday 16th August) with a social gathering after the 11.15am Mass. For 
it to happen we need volunteers to offer their BBQs and some to perhaps do the cookiing . If you would be willing to help 
with this please let Fr Tom know. It would also be good if it wasn’t left to the Catholic Woman’s League and a few others 
who seem to take up the majority of the hard work when we have a social event at St Joseph’s. Thank you to the few have 
volunteered to help - but we need more help. Otherwise it won’t happen. 

GK Chesterton Pilgrimage 
Every year, the Catholic G. K. Chesterton Society leads a group of pilgrims out of London, along the Grand Union Canal and 
through the countryside, from the church Chesterton was baptised in at Notting Hill, to the cemetery he was buried in at 
Beaconsfield. This year's pilgrimage (the sixteenth!) will take place on Saturday, August 1st.  

Pilgrimage schedule 

• 7:15 am – Depart from St George's Church, Aubrey Walk, Notting Hill (full 27-mile walk) 

• 9:00 am – Join at Ealing Old Town Hall (21 miles) 

• 1:30 pm – Join at The Malt Shovel, Uxbridge (8–9 miles) 

• 2:30 pm – Mass at the Bridgettine Convent, Iver Heath, followed by tea and coffee 
After Mass, pilgrims may walk the final 6 miles to St Teresa's Cemetery, where Chesterton is buried. 

For details phone or text: 07795 205114 or see www.catholicgkchestertonsociety.co.uk 

Adoremus 2026  
Adoremus 2026 will take place on Saturday 10 October. All parishes are encouraged to unite local events with the national 
gathering from which footage will be available to enable remote participation. More details to follow. 

Art Competition A national Catholic schools Art Competition has been launched in the lead-up to Adoremus. Young people 
are invited to reflect on themes such as the Blessed Sacrament, the presence of Jesus, and the beauty of our cathedrals. 
Entries will be judged by a professional panel of art experts, with categories for ages 6–8, 9–12, 13–15, and 16–18. A winner 
will be selected in each category, along with one overall winner. The winning entry will feature on prayer cards given to all 
the event. Entries to be submitted by simply sending a photo of the artwork to artcompetition@christian.art Deadline for 
entries: 15 September 2026.  



Please contact your MP to oppose assisted suicide 
The Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill is back in the House of Commons and seeks to legalise assisted suicide. It will 
have its Second Reading and vote on Friday, 11 September 2026. Please write to your MP to make your voice heard and 
oppose the Bill. 

“This bill is wrong in principle,” says Archbishop Richard Moth, President of the Bishops’ Conference, “It is also deeply 
flawed and, if passed, could lead to vulnerable people feeling pressured into ending their lives. The Bill has a serious lack of 
protection for health and social care staff and risks putting many wonderful hospices and care homes in the position of no 
longer being able to operate. I urge you to write to your Members of Parliament to petition them to vote against the Bill at 
Second Reading.” 

You can support the Archbishop’s call and contact your MP now as a matter of urgency. Even if you have already done so in 
the past, please speak up and voice your opposition. The charity Right to Life UK has a simple online mechanism to do this. 
It takes little more than a few minutes to enter your postcode, make sure the suggested text suits your viewpoint and submit 
your message to ask your MP to stop this flawed Bill progressing through parliament. 

For more information and resources, visit: https://cbcew.org.uk/opposing-assisted-suicide or https://righttolife.org.uk/
Sept11vote 

We will also pray a Novena for the Protection of Human Life Which will begin on Wednesday 2nd September 

Pilgrimage of Reparation and Prayer for the Sanctity of Life  
All are welcome to join the annual Pilgrimage of Reparation and Prayer for the Sanctity of Life on Saturday 1 August 2026, 
at the Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham. More details, including information on coach transport, can be found on the poster 
at the back of church and the website: https://prolifepilgrimage.org/. If you cannot join in person, please consider uniting 
with the pilgrims in prayer.  

Isabella Flynn 
Over the years, Isabella has played the organ in St Matthew’s (and later in St Joseph’s) She started in Fr Brian’s time whilst 
she was at school. She would come and practice for hours (with her mum there for Safeguarding). Then when she turned 18 
she was able to come in and practice without her mum. She eventually went to the Royal College of Music for her studies. A 
number of St Matthew’s parishioners went to a recital that she took part in at the Temple Church at the end of  first year.  
Fr Tom thought she was the best of those who played that evening! Isabella has recently taken part in a course in Paris about 
French Organ music. The highlight for  her was getting to play on the organ at Notre Dame. (See Pictures below). 

She is such a talented organist, and we are so blessed to have  her play in our parishes. She certainly puts in the practice at St 
Matthew’s. She is also a great composer - she  wrote settings for the psalms at the Easter Vigil amongst other things. She has 
also agreed to give a recital in St Matthew’s on Sunday 20th September. So we look forward to that. 

In the autumn she will also be available for piano lessons. 

 

Lamp Prayer Intentions  

(St Matthew’s)  

Blessed Sacrament  

———— 

Our Lady 

———— 

(St Joseph’s ) 

Blessed Sacrament   

———— 

Our Lady 

Maurice & Florence Rodrigo RIP 

Save the Date!! 
 

Organ Recital  
By 

Isabella Flynn 
to mark St Matthew’s tide. 

 

Sunday 20th September 
3.00pm 

St Matthew’s Church 
Northwood 

 
Followed by Refreshments 

 
(Details of Programme to follow.) 



 MESSAGE FROM HIS HOLINESS LEO XIV 
FOR THE SIXTH WORLD DAY FOR GRANDPARENTS AND THE ELDERLY  

I will never forget you (Is 49:15) 

Dear brothers and sisters, 

Through the prophet Isaiah, the Lord promises that he will never forget any of us. He 
assures us that he has engraved our faces on the palms of his hands (cf. Is 49:16) and that 
his love is greater than a mother’s love for her child (cf. Is 49:15). The prophet gives us a 
glimpse of an intimate and intense dialogue in which God addresses, in familiar terms, 
each person individually and the people as a whole. Even today, we can read these words 
as referring to each of us, and everyone can hear that “I will never forget you” spoken 
directly to them. 

These are words that fill us with comfort and hope. They are the answer to an agonizing 
feeling that troubles the heart: “The Lord has forsaken me; my Lord has forgotten 
me” (Is 49:14). How often in Sacred Scripture, especially in the Psalms, does prayer spring 
from the despair of those who feel that their lives are of no interest to anyone and are being 
neglected! The painful feeling of being forgotten is, unfortunately, shared by many people, 
and among them are quite a few elderly people. 

God’s love, which forgets no one, offers itself as an act of justice and a response to the anonymity in which human life all too 
often ends up lost. The lives of many elderly people, in particular, seem to be covered by a veil that blurs the features of their 
faces and shrouds them in oblivion. This is what happens in homes where loneliness reigns and also in those care facilities 
where each person’s uniqueness risks being reduced to a bed number or an illness. 

The celebration of the World Day of Grandparents and the Elderly is an opportunity to rediscover that the Church is called to 
be a mother to all and that at any age it is always possible to recognize ourselves as sons and daughters of God. May this day, 
therefore, be an inspiration for everyone, especially the young, to revive the beautiful custom of visiting their grandparents, 
the elderly members of the family and even those who have no one to visit them. Bring them, through this message and your 
presence, the closeness and affection of the Pope. Ensure that the words of the prophet, “But I will never forget you,” take the 
form of a tender and affectionate encounter. “In an era that favors speed and fragmentation, the human person still yearns to 
receive care and recognition from attentive minds, kind words and hands capable of tenderness. The digital culture multiplies 
connections and offers new opportunities for interaction; yet, the human heart retains an irrevocable need for genuine 
closeness” (Encyclical Letter, Magnifica Humanitas, 239). 

The Church understands the suffering of her elderly members; she knows full well that they are all too often viewed through 
the lens of stereotypes and considered a burden; she is aware that a profit-driven economy weakens family ties; she knows 
that many elderly people are left behind by children who are forced to migrate or, in some cases, to fight in wars. For each of 
these reasons, she joyfully proclaims the Lord’s promise: “But I will never forget you!” 

It is a joy, at any age, but especially when we are no longer young, to discover, as John Paul I said, that we are the recipients 
“of undying love on the part of God. We know: he has always his eyes open on us, even when it seems to be dark. He is our 
father; even more he is our mother” (Angelus, 10 September 1978). Even if it does not come naturally to think this way, the 
truth is that even in old age we do not cease to be sons and daughters; therefore, the invitation to return to the arms of God — 
whose love is both paternal and maternal — remains worthwhile at any age. 

For many, the discovery of God’s tenderness takes place over the course of their lives, sometimes even in its final stages. 
Indeed, unlike in the past, it is increasingly common to reach old age without having had a genuine experience of faith. In 
such cases, old age — beginning with the questions that arise with greater urgency during this season of life — can become 
the right time to begin or resume a spiritual life. On this new journey, one can recognize that God, as Saint Augustine says, 
“is a mother because he cherishes, because he nourishes, because he nurses, because he protects” (Commentary on Psalm 27, 
II, 18). It is an awareness that helps us not to feel ashamed of the fragility that emerges and also to understand that we are 
always in need of one another and in need of attention and care. To God, who draws near to us and whom we learn to 
recognize in his tenderness, we can now turn with filial trust in prayer. It is never too late to begin turning to him. It can be a 
great gift for everyone. 

Dear elderly men and women, Pope Francis spoke of you as a “new people” (Catechesis, 23 February 2022), since the 
number of older adults has never been so large in human history. It is, therefore, more important than ever to reflect with you, 
this “new people,” on what our vocation might be when fragility — the human person’s companion from birth — seems to 
take over. I would like to say to you: do not be afraid of fragility! It is precisely this weakness that holds within itself a new 
potential that also illuminates the other stages of life. Indeed, when “we acknowledge our fragility, our hearts become open to 
supporting one another and to invoking the One who can grant what no human power can ensure: the profound reconciliation 
of hearts and, with it, true peace” (Meeting with the Algerian community, Basilica of Our Lady of Africa, Algiers, 13 April 
2026). 

This is how we can live out our old age as Christians: “fragile” yet at the same time “called.” A man and a woman can, in 
fact, be born anew in old age (cf. Jn 3:4-6) and exclaim, with the prophet: “In returning and rest you shall be saved; in 
quietness and in trust shall be your strength” (Is 30:15). This strength can become an invitation not to resort to the ways of 
arrogance and power to ensure human coexistence, but to the ways of reconciliation and true peace. In this time, so harshly 
marked by the violence of war and social unrest, many wonder what the world in which their grandchildren will grow up will 
be like. I urge you, dear friends, to join me in praying earnestly that peace may soon come to the whole world. 

Dear elderly brothers and sisters, I thank you for supporting me every day with your prayers, especially when you recite the 
Holy Rosary. I return this gratitude from the bottom of my heart and leave you with this prayer: may the Lord always renew 
us in faith, hope and love — He who never forgets us! 

  



Portiuncola Indulgence 
Sunday 2nd August is the Franciscan Feast of the Portiuncula (The "Little Portion" - St. 
Mary of the Angels Church). Be sure to take advantage of this wondrous opportunity to 
gain the Portiuncula Indulgence! 

 What is Portiuncula?   
According to a legend, the existence of which can be traced back with certainty only 
to 1645, the little chapel of the Portiuncola was erected under Pope Liberius (352-66) by 
hermits from the Valley of Josaphat, who had brought thither relics from the grave of 
the Blessed Virgin. The same legend relates that the chapel passed into the possession 
of St. Benedict in 516. It was known as Our Lady of the Valley of Josaphat or of the 
Angels -- the latter title referring, according to some, to Our Lady's ascent into heaven 
accompanied by angels on the Solemnity of the Assumption. However, a better founded 
opinion attributes the name to the singing of angels which had been frequently heard 
there. 

The Portiuncola today is in the "frazione" of Santa Maria degli Angeli in the city of 
Assisi, located about three-quarters of a mile from the centre of the city. The frazione, 
numbering about 2000 inhabitants, has grown up around the basilica of Our Lady of the 
Angels and the adjoining Franciscan monastery. 

In the early 1200's, when St. Francis was repairing the small Portiuncola chapel, the 
basilica which now encloses the chapel was non-existent.  The humble Portiuncola was 
surrounded by the dense woods which covered the plain of Assisi. 

The Connection of St Francis with the Portincula 
Francis, who had previously repaired the chapels of San Damiano and San Pietro della Spina, was enraptured by the 
Portiuncola, a nick name which means "the little portion."  He loved its formal name--Santa Maria degli Angeli (Our Lady of 
the Angels), its poverty reflective in its nick name, its isolation and silence, and its proximity to the leper hospitals where he 
tended the pitiable residents. 

On February 24, 1208, the Feast of St. Matthias, while hearing Mass at the Portiuncola, St. Francis of Assisi recognized his 
vocation in the day's Gospel.  Preach the Gospel. Take nothing for the journey.  Stay with those who are worthy in the towns 
you visit. 

Francis made the Portiuncola the headquarters of his Order while refusing to accept ownership of it from the 
Benedictines.  Francis settled on presenting the Benedictines a yearly rent of a basket of fish, thereby feeling comfortable 
about using the chapel and the huts the friars built around it. 

On October 3, 1226, after blessing his friars and asking to be laid naked on the ground so as to come to the Father in utter 
destitution, Francis died at the Portiuncola after recommending the chapel to the faithful protection and care of his brethren. 

THE PORTIUNCOLA INDULGENCE 
The Portiuncola Indulgence is a special favour granted by the Pope to St. Francis at his request.  

One night in 1216, Francis awoke and felt a strong impulse to enter the chapel of the Portiuncola and pray.  While at prayer, 
Our Lord and Our Lady appeared to Francis and asked him what he desired.  Thinking of others and recognizing his own 
sinfulness, Francis spoke.  "0 God, although I am a great sinner, I beseech You to grant a full pardon of all sins to all who, 
having repented and confessed their sins, shall visit this church."  

Our Lord answered, "Francis, you ask much, but you are worthy of greater things, and greater things you shall have." 

The Lord granted the Indulgence and Pope Honorius III ratified it.  Originally the Indulgence was attached only to the 
Porticuncola.  However, subsequent Popes expanded the churches in which the Indulgence can be gained. 

THE PORTIUNCOLA INDULGENCE TODAY 
The Indulgence, if the person gaining it is free from every sin including venial sin, remits all the temporal punishment due to 
sin and may be applied to the person himself or herself or to a soul in Purgatory. If there is any adherence to sin in the person 
gaining the Indulgence, the Indulgence becomes partial. 

The Indulgence may now be gained in any basilica, cathedral, or parish 
church on 2nd August. The person wishing to gain the Indulgence must 
fulfil the following requirements: 

a. Intend to gain the Indulgence 
b. Be detached from all sin 
c. While in the church pray one Our Father, one Apostle's Creed, and one 
other prayer of the individual's choice 
d. Pray for the intentions of the Pope (prayerfully saying an Our Father 
and a Hail Mary will suffice although other prayers may be said) 
e. Receive the Sacraments of Reconciliation and Eucharist within twenty 
days or less, either before or after 2nd August.    May we all take 
advantage of the graces afforded by this Indulgence. 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available on Saturdays at the 
following times.  
St Matthew’s11.00am - 11.50am:  St Joseph’s 5.00pm -5.45pm 

 



Saint of The Week 
Saint Alphonsus Maria de Liguori, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 

Patron Saint of confessors and moral theologians 
Invoked against scrupulosity, arthritis, and for final perseverance   

In the beginning of the soul’s conversion, God often gives her a 
flood of consolations. In consequence of this, the soul is gradually 
weaned from attachment to creatures and gives herself to God; but 
not as yet in a perfect manner, for she acts more for the sake of the 
consolations of God than for the God of consolations, as St. Francis 
de Sales so beautifully says. It is a common fault of our fallen 
nature that in everything we do, we seek our own gratification. The 
love of God and Christian perfection do not consist in sweet 
feelings and sensible consolations, but in overcoming our self-love 
and in fulfilling the Will of God. In the lives of God’s greatest 
servants and saints we see the milk of consolations give place to the 
more substantial food of afflictions; and this it is that enables them 
to bear the burden of the cross on their journey to Calvary’s 
Mount.   ~Saint Alphonsus, The School of Perfection, Chapter 
Twelve  

Saint Alphonsus Mary Liguori was born in 1696 into a noble family 
at Marianella, near Naples in present-day Italy. The eldest of seven 
children, he was raised in a devout Catholic home. Brilliant from an 
early age, he excelled in music, fencing and horsemanship, and 
earned doctorates in both civil and canon law from the University of 
Naples at just sixteen years of age. 

For eight years Alphonsus enjoyed a distinguished legal career, 
winning case after case. Yet success left him spiritually empty. His 
life changed during a court case when he recognised a flaw in his 
own argument and openly admitted it before the judge. Although he 
lost the case, he gained a deeper truth. Afterwards he declared, 
“False world, I know you now. Courts, you shall never see me 
again.” Renouncing wealth and prestige, he resolved to serve God alone. 

Following a retreat under the guidance of an Oratorian priest, Alphonsus began preparing for the priesthood. Despite his 
father's opposition, he completed his studies and was ordained in 1726 at the age of thirty. 

As a priest, Alphonsus devoted himself to the poor, the neglected and those who had drifted from the Church. He preached 
in the streets of Naples with warmth and simplicity, drawing many back to the faith. At the Archbishop's request, he 
established the "Evening Chapels," centres of prayer and catechesis for the young and the poor. He also became one of the 
most sought-after confessors of his day, treating every penitent with patience, compassion and confidence in God's mercy. 
His preaching was clear, practical and accessible, helping bring about a remarkable renewal of Christian life in Naples. 

Recognising the need to evangelise the neglected rural communities, Alphonsus founded the Congregation of the Most 
Holy Redeemer—the Redemptorists—in 1732. Although the new congregation faced early divisions and criticism, he 
persevered. New companions joined him, and the Redemptorists flourished, dedicating themselves to preaching repentance, 
hope and the abundant mercy of God. 

Alphonsus became one of the Church's greatest teachers of moral theology. At a time when Jansenism presented God as 
severe and salvation as available only to a few, he proclaimed that God's grace and mercy were offered to all who sincerely 
sought him. His balanced teaching transformed Catholic moral theology by combining fidelity to truth with genuine 
pastoral compassion. 

A prolific writer, Alphonsus produced around one hundred books and hundreds of shorter works on prayer, the Passion of 
Christ, the Blessed Virgin Mary and the spiritual life. Written in simple language, his works continue to nourish Catholics 
throughout the world. 

In 1762 he was appointed Bishop of Sant'Agata dei Goti, where he reformed the clergy and renewed parish life. Failing 
health eventually forced his resignation in 1775. Crippled by severe arthritis and later blind and deaf, he spent his final 
years in prayer, writing and patient suffering. Despite profound physical and spiritual trials, he remained steadfast in his 
trust in Christ. 

Saint Alphonsus died in 1787 and was later declared a Doctor of the Church. His enduring legacy is his unwavering 
confidence in God's mercy. Through his preaching, his writings and the Redemptorist Congregation, he continues to remind 
us that no sinner is beyond the reach of Christ's redeeming love and that God's mercy is always greater than our weakness. 

Saint Alphonsus, you hated sin but loved the sinner,  
working tirelessly to reconcile each one to God with compassion and mercy,  

in imitation of Jesus.  
Please pray that I will share in your convictions and mission,  

and seek to love every person who has turned from God.  
Saint Alphonsus Liguori, pray for me.  

Jesus, I trust in You. u. 

 



Readings at  Sunday Mass 
Second reading                       Romans 8:28-30 

Brothers and Sisters: We know that for those who love God 
all things work together for good, for those who are called 
according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he 
also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in 
order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers 
and sisters. And those whom he predestined he also called, 
and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom 
he justified he also glorified. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,  
you have revealed the secrets of the kingdom to little 
children.. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Gospel                    Matthew 13:44-52 

The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

At that time: Jesus said to the crowd: ‘The kingdom of 
heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found 
and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he 
has and buys that field. 

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search 
of fine pearls, who, on finding one pearl of great value, went 
and sold all that he had and bought it. 

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown 
into the sea and gathered fish of every kind. When it was 
full, men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted the good 
into containers but threw away the bad. So it will be at the 
end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the 
evil from the righteous and throw them into the fiery 
furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. 

‘Have you understood all these things?’ They said to him, 
‘Yes.’ And he said to them, ‘Therefore every scribe who has 
been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a 
house, who brings out of his treasure what is new and what 
is old.’ 

The Gospel of The Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

First reading                 1 Kings 3:5-6a, 7-12 

In those days: The Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by 
night, and God said, ‘Ask what I shall give you.’ And 
Solomon said, ‘O Lord my God, you have made your 
servant king in place of David my father, although I am but 
a little child. I do not know how to go out or come in. And 
your servant is in the midst of your people whom you have 
chosen, a great people, too many to be numbered or counted 
for multitude. Give your servant, therefore, an understanding 
mind to govern your people, that I may discern between 
good and evil, for who is able to govern this your great 
people?’ 

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. And God 
said to him, ‘Because you have asked this, and have not 
asked for yourself long life, or riches, or the life of your 
enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to 
discern what is right, behold, I now do according to your 
word. Behold, I give you a wise and discerning mind, so that 
none like you has been before you and none like you shall 
arise after you.’ 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 Responsorial Psalm         119(118):57, 72. 76-77. 127-128.  
         129-130. ℟97a 

O Lord, how I love your law! 

You, O Lord, are my portion; 
I have promised to obey your words. 
The law from your mouth means more to me 
than large quantities of silver and gold.  

O Lord, how I love your law! 

Let your merciful love console me 
by your promise to your servant. 
Show me compassion, that I may live, 
for your law is my delight.  

O Lord, how I love your law! 

That is why I love your commands  
more than finest gold, 
why I rule my life by your precepts, 
and hate false ways.  

O Lord, how I love your law! 

Your decrees are wonderful indeed; 
therefore my soul obeys them. 
The unfolding of your word gives light, 
and understanding to the simple.  

O Lord, how I love your law! 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Walsingham 

Saturday 19th September. 

If you would like to take part 

please register your interest by 

scanning the QR code or visiting 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/

xg0W46EVgx 



Parish Directory   
Parish Priest: Fr Tom Montgomery Email: tommontgomery@rcdow.org.uk 

Tel: 01923 840736 Emergency: 07576 455450             
Deacon: Rev Hervé Boisson Email: herveboisson@rcdow.org.uk 

Parish Office St Matthew’s 
Cheryl Myring 
Siobhan Hogg 
Tel: 01923 840736 
Email: northwood@rcdow.org.uk 

St Joseph’s 
Linda Grimes 
 
Tel: 020 8428 0088  
Email: carpenderspark@rcdow.org.uk 

Catechetical Team Elvadia Tolputt 
northwoodcat@rcdow.org.uk 

Donna Osborne 
carpenderscatechist@rcdow.org.uk 

Colette Quirk & Elizabeth Scudder 
Email: 
northwoodsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  
northwoodsg2@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  

Awaiting Appointment Parish Safeguarding  
Representatives  

Or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk  

Please join us in praying for those who are sick and those who have died: 
Please contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to these lists which  

are updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have omitted.  
For those who are sick:  Joe Mullen, Leo McLoughlin, Patrick Coyle, Lourdes D’Silva Torres, Eliana Ost, James Conradi, 
Anne Paget, Mary Vaughan, Helen Jones, Sinead Ceasar, Gilda Kumarathasan, Siobhan Frost, Leslie Caesar, Mary Elizabeth 
Thomas,  Georgette Gornall, Ann Archer, Kathleen Lynch, Kathleen Andrews, Harry Nandlal, Dawn Tannian, Phil Carey,   
Alice Sheppard, Brendan Davern, Shay Murray, Ruby King, John Wildsmith, Cecil Swampillai, Belinda Plummer,  
Marilyn Theodore, Veronica Savill, Levan Soloman, Patricia Procter,  Philip Wilson, Mary Hyde, King Charles,  
Moira Montgomery, Patricia Lee, Peter Fitzpatrick, Mark O’Connor, Marie Marron, Carol-Ann Frost,   
Ron Picardo, Kerry Blackburn, James Wilson, Rafael Pino, Julius Fayiti,  Anna Kelly, Justin, Margaret Downing,  as well as 
others for whom we have been praying together recently.  
For those who have died recently  Ann Widdecombe, Ada Barker, Philomena  Dempsey, and all who have died as a result 
of violence, war and conflict or natural disaster and those who have no one to pray for them.  
For those whose anniversary occurs around this time: Anna Butler, Ingrid Neckar, Vera Jakob, Cornelius Scannell, 
Peggy Fleming, Thomas Backman, Patrick McGettigan, Tom Huggard, Teresa Hocking, Susan Byers, Gladys Gordon, Maria 
Ferreira. 
Pope’s Prayer Intention for July. For respect for human life, for the respect and protection of human life in all its stages, 
recognizing it as a gift from God. 

Worship this week 
Sunday Readings: Year A Weekday Readings: Week 17 (Year 2) Daily Office: Week 1 

   5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday  - Maurice & Florence Rodrigo RIP (St Joseph’s) 

Sunday 26th  9.00am: Mass - Celia & Craig Edwards (Wedding Anniversary) (St Matthew’s) 
17th Sunday in 11.15am: Mass - John & Rita Duignan RIP (Anniv) (St Joseph’s)  
Ordinary Time 6.00pm: Mass - People of the Parishes (St Matthew’s)    

Monday 27th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  09:40 Morning Prayer   
Feria   10.00am: Mass - Geoffrey Walker RIP (Anniv) Followed By Rosary (St Matthew’s)   
     

Tuesday 28th 9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 09:40 Morning Prayer   
Feria   10.00am Mass - Louis Hadden (Birthday) Followed By Rosary (St Joseph’s) 
   11.30am Funeral Mass of Ada Barker (St Matthew’s) 

Wednesday 29th NO PUBLIC MASS  
Ss Martha, Mary & Lazarus     

Thursday 30th 6.30pm Rosary  
Feria    7.00pm Mass - Phillip Marron RIP/LD (St Joseph’s)  

Friday 31st   9.30am Rosary   
S Ignatius of Loyola 10.00am: Mass - Christopher Henderson RIP (St Matthew’s)     

Saturday 1st  10.00am: Rosary   
S Alphonsus Liguori  10.30am: Mass - Francis Chau (Thanksgiving) (St Matthew’s) 

   11.00am - 11.50am: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions ending with Benediction  

   5.00pm -5.45pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions (St Joseph’s) 
   6.00pm: Anticipated Mass of Sunday - People of the Parishes (St Joseph’s)  

Sunday 2nd  9.00am: Mass - Maura & Jim Ferguson (Thanksgiving) (St Matthew’s) 
18th Sunday in 11.15am: Mass - Phil Marron RIP/LD (St Joseph’s)   
Ordinary Time 6.00pm: Mass - Yvonne Collier RIP (St Matthew’s) 
      

Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to have a Mass intention or lamp intention  for a particular date. 


