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21/22 December 2024
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT -YEAR C

Saturday 21st 5.00 pm Emmy, Finchy & Family
Sunday 22nd 9.00 am Christal, Tony & Family
11.00am Mary Marah 1%t Anniv.

People of the Parish

Monday 23rd 9.30 am Advent Feria

Tuesday 24th 5pm & 11:30pm  Christmas Eve Masses Families in the Parish

Wednesday 25th 9.00 &11am Nativity of the Lord .

Thursday 26th 9.30am St. Stephen, Martyr Louisa Adu-Poku BD

Friday 27th 9.00an Benediction & Mass Nora & Peggy Boyle (Int.)

Holy Family Year C
Saturday 28th 5.00 pm
Sunday 29th 9 & 11.00 am

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday 4:30-pm or telephone the presbytery for an appointment

We pray for the sick in our Parish especially, Pat Adegoke, Patricia Reilly, Mariesha McDonagh,
Barbara Bassett, Barbara Alexander and for those who have no one to care for them. We pray
for the repose of the souls of Magaret Watson, Mary Ann, Mary Lydon and Alice Carrubba and
Paolino Catarinicchia and all the faithful departed and all those whose anniversaries occur at
this time.

SUNDAY READINGS

First Reading: Micah 5:2-5 Salvation would come from insignificant Bethlehem — to unite
the nation under God Second Reading: Hebrews 10:5-10 Only Christ, our supreme High
Priest, can effect reconciliation between us and God Gospel Reading: Luke 1:39-44 Elizabeth
recognises the unique child that Mary carries within her

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK- Honouring the Mary, Mother of Jesus

When a mother is expecting, all the focus is on her health. She gets loads of advice — ‘be careful,’
‘don’t lift that’ and ‘don’t forget your afternoon nap.” Once the baby is born the main attention moves
to the baby — ‘who does she look like?’ ‘what name will you give him?’ ...and so on. So on this last
Sunday before Christmas the Gospel is focussed on Mary, the expectant mother, and in particular, on
her visit to her cousin, Elizabeth. A frequently quoted line about her is where William Wordsworth
refers to her as ‘our tainted nature’s solitary boast.” Martin Luther had a lifelong devotion to Mary and
even kept a picture of her on his desk, though many Lutherans seem unaware of this.

CHRISTMAS OFFERING ENVELOPE

Kindly use the Christmas offering envelopes on your seats for all collections/offertory during the
Vigil/Christmas Masses. Those with planned giving envelopes have one in their pack. Thank you for
your kindness.

CHRISTMAS EVE FAMILY MASS

Please note that the 5.00 pm Mass on Christmas Eve will take place at St Paul’s Primary School, Park
Lane EN7 6LR. Please park in the Golf Club carpark and use the gate in the corner to enter the school
grounds. Please enter the school via the doors to the dining room, not via the main entrance.
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CHRISTMAS MEAL FOR SENIORS AT WALTHAM CROSS PARISH

St Joseph’s Parish is hosting a Christmas meal for its Senior Citizens and the housebound on Saturday
4th January 2025 at 1.00pm. If you would like to attend or know of anyone who would like to come
along, please give names and details to the Parish Office. If you would like to help on the day with
setting up the hall, or serving the meal, or tidying up afterwards please contact the Parish Office
(01992623156) at Waltham Cross. If you need transport, also call 01992623156.

FR. ANTON’S HEADSTONE FUND APPEAL- update

Many of you will remember Father Anton Cowan, who was the parish priest of St Pauls from 2002 to
2014. He retired when he left us and subsequently passed away in 2016. The funeral Requiem Mass
took place at St Pauls and he was buried in Bury Green Cemetery. It has long been a wish of a group
in the parish to erect a proper headstone on his grave. He had no close family and so several
parishioners have been keeping his grave tidy. He was a devoted and hard-working parish priest and
so it would be fitting if we could honour him by paying for a headstone. If you remember Father Anton
and wish to contribute, please place a donation in a special envelope, which will be available at the
back of the church. Our aim is eventually to raise £2000. If you know someone who has moved away
from the parish and may want to contribute, please let them know. For more information, please see
Madge Coll, Elizabeth Kavanagh or Father Clement. So far, we have raised £1994.45. Thank you for
your kindness. You still have the chance to contribute.

FORMATION OF A CHILDREN’S CHOIR AT ST. PAUL’S CHURCH

We are setting up a children’s choir at St Paul’s Church. The children will sing once a month at 11am
Mass. If your child is in Year 4 or above and would like to join the choir, please contact Joanna on
07415095071.

HERTS WELCOMES REFUGEES

HWR is asking for clean warm coats all ages; coats for adults and children. The Home Office has
reviewed their accommodation contract for one more year and there is influx of new families. Your
contribution will greatly help this cold season. Contact Bernie on 07794649989 for more information.

WE CAN STILL DEFEAT ASSISTED SUICIDE!

There is a clear path toward the assisted suicide Bill being defeated at the Third Reading. Early analysis
shows that at least 36 MPs supported the Bill but have concerns that mean they may vote NO at later
stages. Just 28 MPs switching their stance to NO would ensure it is defeated at the Third Reading. We
need MPs to know that their constituents want them to vote NO at the Third Reading.

Please take action now and visit www.righttolife.org.uk/ASvote to find out how your MP voted and
ask them to vote against the Bill at the Third Reading.

ST. PAUL’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL

St Paul's Catholic Primary School EYFS Open Morning for those children due to start Nursery or
Reception in September 2025 was held on 19th November 2024 . If you were unable to attend but
would like details of the school please call the school office on 01992 635060 or go to the website at
https://stpauls-herts.secure-dbprimary.com/herts/primary/stpauls

SAFEGUARDING; Achieving a culture of safeguarding in our Parish

To help create a safe space and build a culture of safeguarding, | would like to remind parishioners
that, the parish has a Safeguarding representative in the person of Trevor Mills. Contact Trevor on
07954438606/cheshuntsg@safeguardingrcdow.org.uk. www.catholicsafeguarding.org.uk.
www.rcdow.org.uk/diocese/safeguarding. The diocesan safeguarding coordinator can be contacted
on: 0207 7989350.

APPRECIATION
Thank you for the continuous support and generous giving to the Parish. We appreciate the
efforts of our volunteers and stewards. God bless you.

To receive the Newsletter by email please contact allensusan73@gmail.com
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