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13/14 DECEMBER 2025
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT YEAR A

Saturday 13th 5.00 pm Billy & Maureen O’Brien (Int)
Sunday 14th 9.00 am People of the Parish

11.00 am Angela Smith & Vicky Forni RIP

Virginia Ahaneku RIP
Monday 15th 9.30 am Advent Feria Wesley & Carmel Family
Tuesday 16th 9.30 am Advent Feria Brenda & Blewitt RIP
Wednesday 17th 9.30 am Advent Feria Myrian Vollaire RIP
Friday 19th 9:00 am Benediction & Mass Nora Kelly (Int.)
4th Sun of Advent A

Saturday 20th 5.00 pm
Sunday 21st 9 & 11.00 am
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday 4:30-pm or telephone the presbytery for an appointment

We pray for the sick in our Parish especially, Caroline Mckenna, Pat Adegoke, Patricia Reilly, Mariesha
McDonagh, Barbara Bassett, Barbara Alexander, Patricia Bulluck and for those who have no one to care
for them. We pray for the repose of the souls of all the faithful departed and all those whose
anniversaries occur at this time especially Angela Smith & Vicky Forni RIP and Virginia Ahaneku RIP

SUNDAY READINGS

First reading: Isaiah 35:1-6, 10 What God can do: he can open our eyes and turn the barren desert
into a blossoming garden

Second reading: James 5:7-10 James urges us to follow the noble example of courage
shown by prophets

Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11 From his prison cell, John is encouraged by the reports of Jesus’
cures

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK- Could the Baptist have doubted?

Why did the Baptist send from his prison cell that urgent question to Jesus: “Are you He that is to come?” Hadn’t
John recognised our Lord as the Messiah several months previously, at the Jordan, when he proclaimed Him
publicly as the Lamb of God? Did John, faced with almost certain death under Herod, have doubts or second
thoughts about Jesus? Some say no, John only asked the question for the sake of his followers, who needed
confirmation of their faith from Christ himself. But if John did have doubts, it was because of the peaceful way
that Jesus behaved, not at all like the violent revolutionary the Jews expected as their Messiah. The answer to
his question came when Jesus told him what God’s messenger would be like: healer of the sick, consoler of the
suffering, preacher of freedom and truth to the poor. In this way, John’s faith in Jesus was made strong, giving
him courage to protest against Herod, and accept a martyr’s death.

PARISH RECONCILIATION SERVICE AND 315" DECEMBER MIDNIGHT MASS

Parish Advent Reconciliation Service on Tuesday, December 16 at 7:30pm here at the Parish.

For the second time in the Parish, there will be a December 31 night Mass at 11:30pm to usher us into the
New Year. You are all invited.

CHRISTMAS OFFERING ENVELOPE
Kindly use the Christmas offering envelopes on your seats for all collections/offertory during the Vigil/Christmas
Masses. Those with planned giving envelopes already have one in their pack. Thank you for your kindness.
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ADVENT SERVICE AT ST. PAUL’S PRIMARY SCHOOL

The chaplaincy team are putting on an Advent service at the school on Monday 14th at 2:40pm followed by
mince pies. The Headteacher and the pupils are inviting the Parish Community to attend. Let’s meet at St. Paul’s
Primary to show our support.

PARISH ADVENT CHARITY-BROXBOURNE FOOD BANK-underway

We continue to support the Broxbourne Food Bank. Food donations can be put in the container near
the altar. Money donations can be made via BACS to Broxbourne Foodbank, Lloyds Bank, sort code
77-05-13 Account Number 15360568. Special appeal during Advent weeks 2 & 3 as our Parish’s
Christmas support to the needy.

FOUNDATION GOVERNORS NEEDED AT ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC SCHOOL

St Mary’s Catholic School, our local Catholic secondary school for the Lea Valley Deanery, is seeking practising
Catholics to serve as Foundation Governors. This voluntary role offers an opportunity to contribute to the
strategic leadership of the school and to support the Headteacher and staff in ensuring that the Catholic life
and mission of the school remain central to all that we do.

Training and support are provided, and governors come from a variety of backgrounds—no prior experience in
education is required, only a commitment to our faith and to the future of Catholic education. If you would like
to know more or express an interest, please contact Deirdre McHugh Head teacher at d.mchugh@stmarys.net
or 01279 654 901 ext 232

VACANCY UPDATE: DIOCESE OF WESTMINSTER
For further details, please visit https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/

REPOSITORY/ Tea and Coffee after 11am Mass; Sunday

Don’t forget to visit the Repository which will be open this week after the 9.00 and 11.00 am Masses. Now is
the time to buy your Advent calendars and Christmas cards. Itis hard to get these which reflect the true meaning
of Christmas in the shops. Remain in the back room for Tea & Coffee after 11am Mass. You are all invited.

HERTS WELCOME REFUGEES

The charity we support that helps the refugees in the Delta Hotel are looking for donations to give the
children Christmas presents. Please leave your donations in the church. Toys without batteries,
stationery, colouring pencils and books are all very welcome, as well as children’s gloves. They do not
need other clothing donations. Thank you for your help.

CAFOD: RESPONSE IN GAZA

Your donations to Gaza since the start of the conflict have been a vital lifeline. CAFOD's partner, Caritas
Jerusalem, is delivering essential medical treatment to displaced people and providing medicines to treat chronic
illnesses. We have helped 1,400 households with cash to buy supplies in the last month and are currently feeding
2,000 people CAFOD's local partners are working tirelessly to help people. With your ongoing support, they will
do all in their power to keep doing so. You can find out more about how you can make a difference at
cafod.org.uk. Thank you for backing our work through holding collections for our Family Fast Day appeals and
for continuing to pray for peace in the Middle East.

RETROUVAILLE ENGLAND AND WALES

Alone or bored in your marriage? Considering separation or are already divorced? If you are open to
try again — Retrouvaille could be the solution. We have helped thousands of couples get back on track.
Call to find out more www.retrouvaille.org.uk +44 797 338 0443

APPRECIATION
Thank you for the continuous support and generous giving to the Parish. We appreciate the
efforts of our volunteers and stewards.

To receive the Newsletter by email please give your email address to Father Clement
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