
April 1st-4th: 
here is the reason why 

God became man 
 

 
 

According to a very ancient tradition of the Church, on the 
feast of the Epiphany, a Deacon would announce the dates of the 
major feasts of the new year. Not a ‘list of holy things’ to 
enter into our diaries, but an announcement, the solemn 
announcement of the Good News, the PASCHAL TRIDUUM: 
the suffering, death & resurrection of Christ. 
In Christianity we draw life from one event: Easter Sunday; 
all Sundays of the year are weekly Easter Sundays. 
 

As you are removing the nativity crèche from your living room 
and storing away your Christmas decorations, remember the reason 
why you put them on, remember the reason why God became man, 
remember the Name of this child – God saves, remember the 
swaddling clothes, remember the Lamb of God adored by the 
shepherds, remember the myrrh brought by the Wise Men, remember 
the prophecies of Simeon and Anna, remember the manger and the 
Word made flesh, remember the ancient dragon, remember the Love 
of God for you, remember the Paschal Triduum... 
in case you do not remember (!): Thursday 1st – Sunday 4th April. 

 
Father Ivano 

 

“Here is the reason why God 
became man... 
his flesh was set before that 
voracious, gaping dragon as 
bait to provoke him: flesh 
that would be deadly for the 
dragon, for it would utterly 
destroy him by the power of 
the Godhead hidden within it. 
 

For human nature, however, his 
flesh was to be a remedy since 
the power of the Godhead in it 
would restore human nature to 
its original grace. 
 

Just as the devil had poisoned 
the tree of knowledge and 
spoiled our human nature by 
its taste, so too, in 
presuming to devour the Lord’s 
flesh he himself is corrupted 
and is completely destroyed by 
the power of the Godhead 
hidden in it.” 
 

So wrote Saint Maximus the 
Confessor in the VII century, 
on Christmas and the Epiphany. 
  


