
is there more in your Storm? 
 

 
 

It is almost a year since the intense moment of prayer presided by 
Pope Francis in Saint Peter’s Square. That evening, in the midst of 
a national lockdown due to the pandemic, the Pope chose the evocative 
image of a violent sudden storm. We are all on the same boat in the 
middle of a stormy sea, and we are all afraid and lost. 
We are all anxiously doing what we can not to perish, not to die. 
This is a very faithful image of what we have been experiencing. 
 

Yet, is there ‘something more’ inside this storm? 
The ancient icon above depicts very vividly the gospel story of the 
stormy sea. We can see black demons blowing wind and stirring waves. 
The ‘sea’ has always evoked in the Bible the image of chaos and the 
place where ancient monsters are in action. Do not take me wrong. I am 
not saying that this pandemic is the work of the devil, what I am 
perceiving is that underneath the stormy waves hitting our boat there 
is a deep spiritual forceful current trying to make our hearts heavy, 
pressing down our spirit, injecting in us a fatigue which makes our 
life a burden, an oppression, stealing from us any ‘joie de vivre’.  
 

What we know is that JESUS IS LORD. It is in particular over the Sea 
of Galilee that his Lordship is manifested in the Gospels: walking over 
the sea and calming the storm with a word of command.  
If there is more in your storm, if you can discern the presence and the 
work of the evil one, an attack to your spiritual life and joy of life, 
do not be afraid, call out to the LORD, and turn to the Church, the 
Sacrament of Salvation in our lives. 
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