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“These” – continued the Pope – “are the children of his spirit, people 
entrusted to his solicitude by the Good Shepherd. These people are 
many, more numerous than an ordinary human family can embrace.”  
 

Many today are very critical and even suspicious about this language, 
and in fact blame celibacy as the root of many abuses in the Church. 
But the celibacy of priests is a treasure in earthen vessels, to quote 
Saint Paul. Celibacy is a sign of a freedom that exists for the sake 
of service and love for all. It is not about succumbing to a Manichean 
contempt for the human body and its functions, and neither a way to 
reduce the value of marriage and the vocation to family life.  
 

It is “another fatherhood and another motherhood”. 
It is another gift and another duty.  
It is another LOVE. 
 

Today is Good Shepherd Sunday. We pray for priests who are struggling 
under the ‘burden of the day’, priests in their old age and illness, 
priests who may have lost sight of their identity and mission, priests 
who have lost zeal and hope. We also pray for those men God has called 
to be celibate “for others”, and we collect money for their formation. 
 

Father Ivano 

When Karol Wojtyla became Pope 
in 1978, he carried on a 
tradition he had begun in Kraków. 
On Holy Thursday, he would write 
a Letter to his Priests. 
In his first Letter, on Holy 
Thursday 1979, Pope John Paul II 
wrote: “Through his celibacy, the 
Priest becomes the "man for 
others", in a different way from 
the man who, by binding himself 
in conjugal union with a woman, 
also becomes, as husband and 
father, a man "for others", 
especially in the radius of his 
own family: for his wife, and, 
together with her, for the 
children, to whom he gives life. 
The Priest, by renouncing this 
fatherhood proper to married men, 
seeks another fatherhood and, as 
it were, even another motherhood, 
recalling the words of the 
Apostle about the children whom 
he begets in suffering.” 
  
 


