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23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) 
5th September 2021 

SUNDAY MASS: Sunday 9:45am & 12noon 
WEEKDAY MASS: Monday & Friday 12.30pm; Tuesday & Wednesday 8am 

(no Mass on Thursdays, and no Vigil 6:30pm Saturday Mass, for the time being) 
 

CONFESSIONS (by request) 
 

+ + + 
 
 

On September 8th the Church celebrates the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
the ‘opening’ of our salvation, the ‘door’ to Christ. 
 
It is a special anniversary for me, in particular, as it marks the third year of my arrival here 
as Parish Priest. If you remember, the very first thing I did when I arrived was to keep the 
doors of the church open. To ‘open a door’ is more than a practical activity. An open door 
is a sign of communion between church and world; it is an invitation to come in; it is a 
symbol of God, always open to us; it gives a shelter to so many who can be in need of 
a place where they can pray, a place where they can cry, or where to be silent. 
To keep a church open is a service of charity to the people and the city around us. 
After the ups and downs due to the pandemic restrictions, I would like to ask for your help: 
 
* I would like to keep our church open every day: 
Mondays to Fridays from 8am to 7pm; Saturdays half-day (mid-morning, mid-afternoon). 
Do get in touch with me to let me know if you can do this service. 
** Also, we need some help with the cleaning. There is a very faithful and dedicated team, 
but we need more help, so that it does not become too much for those already helping out. 
*** Finally, one of the gifts of the time of pandemic was the role of the ‘steward’. 
In the early centuries of the Church a brother or a sister had the specific duty to ‘open the 
door’ to those coming in for Mass. He or she was called ‘ostiarius’ or ‘door-keeper’. 
Again, they were not just doing a job, they were serving, loving, keeping an eye on those in 
need. Let me know if you can offer this service on Sundays.  

 

No Mass on Friday 10th September. 
 

 

      Your weekly offering 
    

 

next year: 170 years Anniversary of our Parish 
check the webpage for our Parish project: 
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/clerkenwell/170th/ 
 



“intensify prayer & 

practice fasting” 
 

(I am serious!) 
 
Many of us had barely returned from a restful time on holiday, 
with a nice suntan and still a sort of ‘easy-going’ mood, when 
these words resounded sound and clear: “prayer and fasting... 
pray and do penance... I am appealing to everyone and... 
I am (actually) speaking seriously”. 
 
With these words Pope Francis concluded the prayer of the Angelus 
at Saint Peter’s Square last Sunday. “It is with great concern, 
in particular for women and children”, said the Holy Father, 
“that I am following the present situation in Afghanistan”. 
 
Then, he added: “I ask everyone to continue to help the needy 
and to pray that dialogue and solidarity may lead to the 
establishment of a peaceful and fraternal coexistence and offer 
hope for the future of Afghanistan. In historic moments like 
this one, we cannot remain indifferent. The history of the Church 
teaches us that as Christians this situation binds us. It is for 
this reason that I address this appeal to everyone: intensify 
your prayer and practice fasting. Prayer and fasting, prayer and 
penance. This is the moment to do so. I am talking seriously: 
intensify your prayer and practice fasting, asking the Lord for 
mercy and forgiveness.” 
 
No, it is not Lent! Yes, it is an historic moment. 
In our personal lives and in the history of the Church and of 
the world, there are moments when we ought to kneel down and 
raise our supplication to God. There are moments when we ought 
to fast and do penance because we believe God can be moved to 
respond with pity and compassion. We believe in a merciful God 
who is moved by prayer and acts of penance. The Bible is full 
of these moments. Judith fasted and prayed in the night before 
facing the evil enemy threatening the future of her people; 
Abraham stood with courage before the Lord and prayed with 
insistence to prevent the death of the righteous in the 
destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah; the disciples of Jesus had 
to learn themselves the hard lesson discovering that certain 
demons can only be cast out by fasting and prayer. 
 
What about me and you? 
Courage, this is the moment. Let us pray. 
On Fridays after the 12:30pm Mass, we will pray to Christ, the 
‘Prince of Peace’, and Mary, ‘Queen of Peace’, for the people 
of Afghanistan. No, it is not Lent! Yes, it is an historic moment. 
 

   Father Ivano 

 


