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The Value of Humility 

 
 
In the scene from today’s Gospel passage, Jesus, in the home of one of the chief Pharisees, 
observes that the guests at lunch rush to choose the first place. It is a scene that we have seen so 
often: seeking the best place even “with our elbows”. Observing this scene, Jesus shares two short 
parables, and with them two instructions: one concerning the place, and the other concerning the 
reward.  
 
The first analogy is set at a wedding banquet. Jesus says: “When you are invited by anyone to a 
marriage feast, do not sit down in a place of honour, lest a more eminent man than you be invited 
by him; and he who invited you both will come and say to you, ‘Give place to this man’, and then 
you will begin with shame to take the lowest place” (Lk 14:8-9). With this recommendation, Jesus 
does not intend to give rules of social behaviour, but rather a lesson on the value of humility. History 
teaches that pride, careerism, vanity and ostentation are the causes of many evils. And Jesus helps 
us to understand the necessity of choosing the last place, that is, of seeking to be small and hidden: 
humility. When we place ourselves before God in this dimension of humility, God exalts us, he stoops 
down to us so as to lift us up to himself; “For every one who exalts himself will be humbled, and he 
who humbles himself will be exhalted.” (v. 11).  
 
Jesus’ words emphasize completely different and opposing attitudes: the attitude of those who 
choose their own place and the attitude of those who allow God to assign it and await a reward from 
Him. Let us not forget this: God pays much more than men do! He gives us a much greater place 
than that which men give us! The place that God gives us is close to his heart and his reward is 
eternal life. “You will be blessed”, Jesus says, “you will be repaid at the resurrection of the just” (v. 
14).  
 
            Pope Francis 
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Sunday 
1 September 

2019 

  TWENTY- SECOND SUNDAY  year C   
Masses:  9.00am & 11.00am 

Readings:     Ecclesiasticus  3:17-20. 28-29.   
Ps.  67:4-7. 10-11.   Heb. 12:18-19. 22-24.  

Lk. 14:1. 7-14.  
    

Thursday 
5 September 

 Feria 
Mass:  11.00am   

Readings:    Col. 1:9-14.          
Ps.   97:2-6.  Lk. 5:1-11.      

Monday 
2 September 

Feria  
Mass: 11.00am   

Readings:   1 Thess. 4:13-18.  
Ps.  95:1. 3-5. 11-13.  Lk. 4:16-30.         

Friday 
6 September 

 

 Feria 
 Mass:  11.00am        

Readings:   Col.  1:15-20.   
Ps.   99:2-5.  Lk. 5:33-39.     

Tuesday 
3 September 

 

  ST GREGORY THE GREAT, Pope & Doctor 

NO MASS 
Readings:   1 Thess. 5:1-6. 9-11.     
Ps. 26:1. 4. 13-14.  Lk. 4:31-37.     

Saturday 
7 September 

  Our Lady on Saturday 
Masses:  11.00am & 5.30pm 

Readings:  Col.  1:21-23.     
Ps.   53:3-4. 6. 8.  Lk. 6:1-5.       

Wednesday 
4 September 

    Feria 
Mass: 11.00am 

  Readings:   Col. 1:1-8. 
Ps.  51:10-11.  Lk. 4:38-44.       

Sunday 
8 September  

  TWENTY- THIRD SUNDAY  year C   
Masses:  9.00am & 11.00am 
Readings:    Wisdom 9:13-18.    

Ps.   89:3-6. 12-14. 17.   Philemon 9-10. 12-17. 
Lk. 14:25-33.     

 PARISH GROUPS 
 

Monday Prayer Group    
We meet next at 8 pm on Monday 2 September when the 
speaker is Revd Matt Hogg. Matt is an old friend who has 
inspired us many times over the years; worship will be led 
again by Thomas Aston and we will also be praying over the 
parish prayer requests. Everyone is welcome to what is 
bound to be a great evening! 
 
Parent & Toddlers   
Wednesdays 9.30 – 11.30am 
 
BT Club     
5th September    Welcome Back!  
12th   Guest Speaker "Personal Safety" 
19th   Transient Art Workshop  
25th   Eyes Down Bingo! 
New members are always welcome at the BT club so if you 
are free on Thursday afternoons 1.30 - 3.30pm, why not 
pop in for a cup of tea or coffee and a chat! 
 
Knights of Saint Columba - Cockfosters Council 500 
The next meeting will be on Sunday 8 September in the 
small parish hall at 10am. 
 
CWL 
Wednesday 11th September 
Monthly CWL Meeting @ 2.00pm in Small Hall 
Ladies of the Parish are welcome. 
 
CCS  
On the 14th September, Introduction to Christian Meditation. 
Meditation - contemplative silence - is found in every major 
religious tradition. For Christians, it is rooted in the teaching 
of Jesus on prayer. This day will reflect on the roots of 
Christian Meditation and how to practice it in our own lives. 
Time 10am to 4pm. Cost £25.00 (parish concessions 
£15.00)  Lunch provided. 
 
Christian Meditation – The practice leads to silence, leads 
to stillness, leads to presence. 
A time when we allow God into the foreground of our lives 
and we take a step back.  The Psalmist says “Be still and 
know that I am God”. 
Groups recommence:  
Monday 2nd September at 11.45am 
Tuesday 3rd September at 7pm. 
You are most welcome.  Tel: 0774 882 1615 
 
 

THE CABIN 
After the summer break, The Cabin will  
be open every Sunday after 11am mass.  
Volunteers to support its running would be 
welcomed. 

 

SACRAMENTS 2020 
Initial interest forms for the sacraments of First 
Reconciliation and First Holy Communion for children 
in school year 3 will be available from  
21 July until 16 September. 
Also available are initial interest forms for 
Confirmation preparation for young people in school 
year 10 and above.  Alternatively, you can email your 
child’s details to the parish office or Giulia Kemp 
giuliakemp@rcdow.org.uk 

Sunday 8th September 2019, 1.30pm – 4pm 
Cycle Enfield and the Healthy Streets team at 
Enfield Council and the Enfield Faith Forum are 
hosting Enfield’s first Interfaith Bike Ride. Please join 
us on this relaxed 12km ride to show that we are 
united against prejudice and hatred.  To take part in 
either ride, please arrive at your chosen destination 
by 1.30pm. Palmers Green Mosque, 30 Oakthorpe 
Rd, Palmers Green, London N13 5JL 
Or Southgate Progressive Synagogue, 75 Chase Rd, 
London N14 4QY 

 

 

INVITATION CAFOD INFORMATION MORNING  
Saturday 7th Sept 10am-12.30pm, Lambeth North 
CAFOD will be hosting a supporter’s information 
morning with a guest speaker, our new Director, 
Christine Allen, who has first- hand experience of our 
work in Uganda. Uganda is the country we are 
focusing on this Harvest Fast Day.  Meeting will take 
place from 10am – 12.30pm at CAFOD’s Romero 
House, 55 Westminster Bridge Road, London, SE1  

 

Bookings required and taken on 0208 449 6970 or e 

mail westminster@cafod.org.uk      

 


