ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST RC CHURCH
And

BLESSED SACRAMENT CHURCH

RCIA Course 2023-24
Some Basic Information for Enquirers
1.
Who is the course for?


It’s for:-

· those who have not been baptised as Christians and who want to be baptised in the Catholic Church

· those who have been baptised as a Christian, but not in the Catholic church, and want to convert to become Catholics.

· Those who have been baptised in a Catholic church but who were never confirmed.

2.
How long does the course last?


The course will start in October 2023 and will last until May 2024.
3.
If I decide to do the course, when do I get baptised or received and/or confirmed?


This happens at the Easter Vigil, which in 2024 will be on the evening of Saturday 30th March 2024.

4.
What does the course consist of?


There is a teaching and discussion session every Tuesday evening throughout the course. It starts at 7.30 pm and depending on the subject goes on until 8.30 or 9 pm. Each evening is a different subject: we teach the basic theology of the Catholic Church as well as about Catholic devotions and practices. The sessions are usually led by a priest or a lay teacher.
5.
Are there other times I need to be available?


(a) There are various milestones on the way to the Easter Vigil:-

· If after the initial sessions, you decide to go ahead, then there is a special ceremony at the Mass on Advent Sunday, 3rd December 2023
· If you decide definitely to be baptised or received and/or confirmed, then there will be two ceremonies about this, one at the Mass on the Sunday before Ash Wednesday  and the other at Westminster Cathedral in the afternoon of the following Saturday or Sunday, when all those who are going to be baptised etc in the Diocese of Westminster go to the Cathedral to be welcomed by the Cardinal – it’s a wonderful event. Precise dates will be given when available.

(b) If you have not been baptised at all, then there are some 
  Sundays in March/April when you will be need if possible to be at the Mass.


(c) During Lent in the lead up to the Easter Vigil there are two Saturday afternoons when we have special sessions.


And a general point: if you are arranging dates to be away or other events for next year it is really important that you try to keep the period from the beginning of Lent (14th February in 2024) until the Easter Vigil on 30th March as free as possible because this is the final period of preparation before you are baptised/received/confirmed.
6.
 When will the precise Schedule be available?

We aim to publish the full Schedule with all the dates for the whole year in August 2023. When you have it please make sure you reserve all the relevant dates in your diary!
7.
Do I need someone to sponsor me to become a Catholic?


Yes, you do. They have to be Catholic already and there are various rules about who can do it – these will be explained at the beginning of the course. If you don’t know anyone, don’t worry: we have lots of people in our community who are happy to sponsor those who want to be Catholics!

8.
If I decide I want to go ahead and start the course, what should I do?


Please fill in a contact details form if you have not already done so. The information on this will not be disclosed to anyone else, and it will be used just to notify you of the Schedule when it comes out at the end of August. 

If you do decide to do the course, please then let the RCIA Co-Ordinator, David Lester, know. You will also need to make an appointment with the Parish Priest, Monsignor Seamus O’Boyle, in early September to discuss the position with him before you start as he likes to meet everyone before the course starts. David Lester will prompt you to do this at an appropriate time.
9.
What if I think of other questions or want information?


Please do contact David Lester either by email (davidlester51@btinternet.com) or by telephone (020 7250 0513). He is always happy to be contacted to give information or answer questions. He is also happy to meet to talk about things further if you would like. And if you know other people who might be interested in doing the course, ask them to contact him!
