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MASS TIMES AND MASS INTENTIONS
*suggested intentions

ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST

Sat 21 Fifth Sunday of Lent, Vigil Mass

6pm Family of Mary Alves that have passed away RIP
Sun 22" Fifth Sunday of Lent

10am All our RCIA candidates

12 noon All Our Parishioners

6.30pm

Mon 23" Lent Feria or St Turibius of Mogrovejo
10am Peter Jenkins ANNIV

Tue 24t Lent Feria

10am Lal and Patsy Walsh RECOVERY

Wed 25t The Annunciation of the Lord

10am Ting Ting Wu BLESSINGS

6pm Participants of the Alpha Course

Thu 26t Lent Feria

10am Jordan Keyton ANNIV

Fri 27t Lent Feria

10am

Sat 28th Palm Sunday, Vigil Mass, Year A

6pm Family of Mary Alves that have passed away RIP
Sun 29t Palm Sunday

10am

12 noon Fr John Hemer BLESSINGS

6.30pm

Sanctuary lamp at St John’s is burning for
Grieving families especially for those that have lost children*

BLESSED SACRAMENT
Sun 22" Fifth Sunday of Lent
9am All Our Parishioners
11am
Mon 23" Lent Feria or St Turibius of Mogrovejo
12.30 pm Scott Newcombe RIP

Sanctuary lamp at Blessed Sacrament is burning for
Blessings to Sr Miriam*

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
You can donate to St John’s at

https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/islington/donate/

You can donate to Blessed Sacrament at

https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/copenhagenstreet/donate/

PARISH OFFICE LOCATED AT
39 Duncan Terrace, London N1 8AL
Opening times

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 10.30am to 5.30pm
Office @ St John's: islington@rcdow.org.uk
Office @ Blessed Sacrament: copenhagenstreet@rcdow.org.uk
Grace Wu, Parish Administrator 020 7226 3277

Fr Rayiv writes:..

This Sunday will be the final Scrutiny of the Elect. What we do
symbolically was a long, drawn-out process in the early Church.
Our elect have been preparing for the sacraments for a long time
now and believe they are ready. But this readiness is not one of
human effort. None of us can be ready to become like God,
because that is the call of Baptism. And Lazarus symbolises this.
There is a dead man. A dead man cannot raise himself to life. He
cannot even try — he is dead! The gospel shows us that our lives
can be like this: each of us carry within us certain areas—places in
the heart that are not fully alive, places that are a little dead. For
some of us, there can be many such places, a kind of spiritual
necrosis. When we find ourselves in this condition, we are aware
of it; we want to break free, yet we cannot do so on our own. Only
the power of Jesus can bring us out of these withered regions of
the heart, these tombs of sin that all of us carry within us. We are
all sinners. But we can grow attached to these tombs; we guard
them and resist the desire for our whole heart to rise again. Then
something begins to decay within us. There can be a “stench” (Jn
11:39)—of a life attached to sin. Lent calls us precisely to confront
this. It is a time when we, though sinners, do not become bound
to sin, but instead hear the words Jesus who cried out with a loud
voice to Lazarus: “‘Lazarus, come out’” (Jn 11:43). Today, pause
for a moment to ask the Holy Spirit: where is this dead place
within me? Where is my tomb? Which part of my heart has
become corrupted through attachment to sin? And then, to
remove that stone of shame and allow the Lord to speak those
same words to us: “Come out!” Our whole soul may be healed,
raised up by the love and power of Jesus.

This is the experience of Confession. Have you confessed your
sins? There are priests available for Confession this week and
next, and also by request. Every one of us is a sinner, but we must
take care not to become corrupted. It is the voice of Jesus, that
word of love which gives us power to rise again.

This is what the Catechumens are meant to experience, and for
which they are scrutinized today, the passage from death to life.
Traditionally, they will be given a bible on this day (we presented
these earlier in November). But it is to emphasise the truth that it
is only God’s Word which can give us the power to rise, to be free.
The Word of God is close to us. Let us allow Christ to speak to us
everyday through the Scriptures. And we will know his promise
for ourselves: ‘the dead will hear the voice of the Son of Man and
those who hear it will come to life’ (Jn 5:25). To a life of abundant
grace.

Exploring is good. We're

built for it. Explore more
about life, faith and
meaning with Alpha.

Fr Rajiv Michael, Parish Priest, rajivmichael@rcdow.org.uk
Fr Daniel Daley, Assistant Priest
Sister Miriam ssnd27@yahoo.co.uk; 020 7837 8378
Charmaine Daley, safeguarding
Safeguarding @ St John’s islingtonsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk
Safeguarding @ Blessed Sacrament
copenhagenstreetsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk
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What’s on

Sun 22" Mar Third Scrutiny 10am at St John’s

Wed 25t Mar The Annunciation of the Lord Mass 10am, 6pm at St
John’s

Mon 30t Mar to Sun 5t April, Holy Week and Easter Day services,
please see separate sheets or our website

Sat 25'™ Apr Movie night, 7pm at St John’s

REGULAR EVENTS
Adoration Mon, Tues, Thur 10.30am to 11am at St John's,
Friday 6pm (Lent only) at Blessed Sacrament

Stations of the Cross (Lent only) Friday 10.30am at St John'’s,
Friday 6.30pm at Blessed Sacrament

Confessions At St John’s, Saturday 5.30pm to 5.50pm.

At Blessed Sacrament, after the Monday 12.30pm Mass. Or by

arrangement (please email the office)

Rosary after Wednesday 10am Mass at St John’s

Rosary after Monday 12.30pm Mass at The Blessed Sacrament

Divine Mercy Chaplet First Friday of the Month, 3pm at St John’s

Filipino Mass 3rd Sunday at 3pm at The Blessed Sacrament

QUESTIONS ABOUT LIFE Thank you to all the volunteers and
moderators. For those that haven’t come along yet, feast on food
and watch a thought-provoking video. All for free! Come on your
own or bring a friend. It’s for everyone — young, old, no faith, lots
of faith. Alpha is at St John’s, Wednesdays at 7pm.

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER MASS TIMES are on the website and
paper versions available in the church porch for both Blessed
Sacrament and St John’s. There were a couple of mistakes in the
Blessed Sacrament version last week. The correct version is on the
website and available to collect today.

CELEBRATE MARY’S FIAT Not the car but Mary’s yes to Our Lord!
For Mary’s humility, generosity and love enabled her to say yes to
carrying our Jesus. This is huge and we need to celebrate this
magnificent event. We have a Mass at 10am and 6pm on
Wednesday 25t for the Annunciation of the Lord.

CELEBRATE FURTHER...Mary Alves (our parishioner) is organising a
33-day prayer for the Consecration to O.Lady. It starts on The
Annunciation, 25t March and closes on the feast of St Louis de
Montfort, 28t April. For more details or if you'd like to take part,
please message Mary on +447729361640 or join the group

via https://chat.whatsapp.com/JGHnDBy93YoBaC6TM1myne?mod

e=gi t

INTERCESSARY ROSARY will be prayed on The Annunciation after
the 10am Mass at St John’s on Wednesday. The Rosary is also
prayed after the 12.30pm Monday Mass at Blessed Sacrament. The
Rosary is a beautiful devotion to Our Mother. Come and join us if
you can or pray where you are (!) — whilst walking, ironing,
gardening — pray a decade.

JESUS IS READY TO LISTEN TO YOU! If you haven’t been for a few
decades to confession/reconciliation, no fear — Jesus has heard it
all before! There will be Confessions during Mass with an external
priest on the 10 and 12 noon masses this weekend and Palm
Sunday. Will be Fr Dan or Fr Rajiv on other masses, I’'m afraid.

BLESSED SACRAMENT WEBSITE It’s live! Please check it out. We're
still making changes and it will evolve with time. @
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/copenhagenstreet/

CLOCKS ARE CHANGING! They go forward one hour next weekend
so don’t miss Mass by an hour!

MOLLY THE LEGEND Molly, who set up The Sunday Club and who's
been a big contributor to the life of St John’s for over 40 years
is....90 years old on Monday. We wish her many birthday blessings.

REQUIESCAT IN PACE Helen Lynch’s funeral will be celebrated at
12.30pm on Monday 13t April.

SISTER VIVIAN has safely returned to Canada. She is grateful for your
welcome and your blessings and best wishes for her return journey.

CAN YOU HELP WITH CLEANING AT BLESSED SACRAMENT for
Sundays? Pls talk to Irene (9:00 Mass) or Zeny (11:00 Mass) if you can
help! Thanks.

EASTER SHARING After the Vigil Mass at Blessed Sacrament, there’s a
bring and share feast! Please bring your food and drink to the hall at
8pm on Saturday April 4th

THE FINAL SCRUTINY We have 6 Elect to be baptised and 7 for
reception and 8 adults for confirmation this year. At the 10 AM
Sunday Mass at SJE, we celebrate the final scrutiny which marks a
transition from death to life, marking the Elect's journey being freed
from the power of death and sin. Most will be baptised at the Easter
Vigil on Saturday April 4" at 8.30pm.

FREE MONEY FROM THE GOVERNMENT Yes, you read that right.
How? Well, rather unbelievably, the government are happy to hand
over an extra 25% to any donation you make to the Church if you Gift
Aid it. For every £10, we can get another £2.50. Please fill a Gift Aid
form if you’re a UK taxpayer! It only takes a few mins and will provide
us much needed funds. Forms at the back of the church. Thank you.

OFFERTORY ENVELOPES If you’re donating by envelope, pls collect
your new box with your name. At St John’s, they’re in the green room
(to the left of the altar). If you'd like to switch to direct debit, please
contact the office. It would save us some time and money too!

ALMSGIVING Lent is a time to re-think of our relationship with money
and to be generous. We can give of our money or even our time to
those in need. The Church is of course happy to help in this regard! ©
We are always in financial need to be running and continue our
charitable works. Speak to us on how you can support your church!

DIVINE MERCY PILGRIMAGE for Young Adults (aged 18-35) in Vilnius,
Lithuania with the Assumption group from 6-12 June. Register by 30th
March. Cost £600 + travel. For more information visit www.assumpta-
eu.org/divine-mercy-pilgrimage-invilnius/ or email
rebecca@assumpta-eu.org

EXCESSIVE EASTER EGG INTAKE? If you’ve indulged too much over
Easter then indulge in some spring sunshine and walking with the
Catholic History Walks on Tuesday April 14th. Meet at 1.30pm (after
1pm Mass) at the Church of the Most Precious Blood, O’Meara Street,
London SE1 (nearest tube London Bridge). We will explore this corner
of Southwark, discovering a ruined bishop’s palace and the story of
London Bridge, and will then cross the river to the Monument
commemorating the Great Fire of London, finishing at the birthplace
of St John Henry Newman. No need to book — just turn

up! www.catholichistorywalks.org

CALLED TO LOVE 2 - 3 May A relaxed weekend retreat for singles,
dating and engaged young adults who want to think more deeply
about relationships and the call to marriage. An opportunity to meet
like-minded others. This year's theme masculinity and femininity.
https://christianheritagecentre.com/events/called-to-love/

ANNUAL MASS OF THANKSGIVING FOR THE SACRAMENT OF
MATRIMONY at the Cathedral on Sat 23rd May 2026 at 2:30pm for
those celebrating their 5th 10th, 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th and 60th (and
every year over 60) wedding anniversary of Catholic marriage in
2026. Please email the office with your names, wedding date and
contact details. postal address and email or phone number.

MARRIAGE SUPPORT: If you’re marriage is in a rut or for more serious
issues — Retrouvaille could be the
solution. www.retrouvaille.org.uk / +44 797 338 0443
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