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MASS TIMES AND MASS INTENTIONS

ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST
Sat 4t Easter Sunday Vigil Mass
6pm
Sun 5th Easter Sunday
10am For parishioners who have lost their faith
12 noon All Our Parishioners
6:30pm Mass cancelled
Mon 6t Monday within the Octave of Easter
10am Mary Colgan BLESSINGS
Tue 7th Tuesday within the Octave of Easter

10am Stuart Moroney, Matthew Moroney, Steven Lee
Worrel, Tony and Carl Gorman RIP

Wed 8th Wednesday within the Octave of Easter

10am Baby Leonard BLESSINGS

Thu 9th Thursday within the Octave of Easter

10am Monica Sandy RIP

Fri 10th Friday within the Octave of Easter

10am For all clergy and church workers BLESSINGS
Sat 11th Second Sunday/Divine Mercy Sunday Vigil Mass
6.30pm Rosaleen Brennan BLESSINGS

Sun 12t Second Sunday/Divine Mercy Sunday

10am

12 noon

6.30pm Family of Mary Alves that have passed away RIP

Sanctuary lamp at St John's is burning for all the volunteers at St
John's

BLESSED SACRAMENT
Sun 5th Easter Sunday
9am
11am All Our Parishioners
Mon 6t Monday within the Octave of Easter
1230-pm Mass cancelled

Sanctuary lamp at Blessed Sacrament is burning for the
volunteers at the Blessed Sacrament*

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
You can donate to St John’s at
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/islington/donate/
You can donate to Blessed Sacrament at
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/copenhagenstreet/donate/

PARISH OFFICE LOCATED AT
39 Duncan Terrace, London N1 8AL
Opening times
Parish office closed and reopens Wednesday 15t April
Office @ St John’s: islington@rcdow.org.uk
Office @ Blessed Sacrament: copenhagenstreet@rcdow.org.uk
Grace Wu, Parish Administrator 020 7226 3277

BUN ‘
FrRajiv writes...

Some of you might be familiar with the Bach’s magnificent St
John’s Passion. Bach more or less remained faithful to John
but borrowed a couple of lines from Matthew — not
necessarily the most theological - one of them being the
earthquake at the death of Jesus, which John doesn’t
mention. Musicians, of course, like earthquakes. But it is
actually quite profound. An earthquake, even a small one has
the capacity to unsettle us quite powerfully. The ground on
which you stand is no longer firm and reliable, it is moving,
causing you to jump up, dance to keep still. And the
Resurrection of Christ is an earthquake. It was an earthquake
when it first happened, and it causes an earthquake in
everyone’s life when they encounter, truly encounter it now.
If our spiritual life has never been shaken by the power of
God, it is possible we’ve not really encountered the risen
Christ. If we’ve always been comfortable — everything in my
life is in control and fits nicely like on different shelves, Jesus
is on this shelf — it is possible that the claim of the gospel
which threw Paul off his horse or Peter to proclaim it to his
enemies is not something we’ve encountered.

Then we share more with outsiders who think of the Jesus
story as something like a myth. Mythologies are not bad: they
give us a framework for understanding our world and a way
of forming our life. But myths don’t have the power to
change us. And if we've ever tried to change our own life —to
overcome this sin, to forgive the one who hurt us, to bear our
suffering without complaint — we realise soon enough that it
is not easily done. If the gospel were a myth, it wouldn’t be
good news brothers and sisters, it would simply be good
advice.

In the Resurrection, God took the worst that humanity could
do, what we did to his own beloved Son and made it the
beginning of new life. He didn’t give us a book to say, try
harder and shame on you for what you did! He proclaimed
Peace! and the greeting of Rejoice! to his disciples who were
terrified. That word of joy changed everything about their
lives. That is the power of the encounter with the Risen Jesus.
This same Christ, unbound by time or space, is the one who
comes to meet us today in the liturgy. Come, hear the Word
proclaimed! Come, and allow him to free you. Come,
celebrate, for he is Risen! Alleluia, Alleluia!

Fr Rajiv Michael, Parish Priest, rajivmichael@rcdow.org.uk
Fr Daniel Daley, Assistant Priest
Sister Miriam ssnd27@yahoo.co.uk; 020 7837 8378
Charmaine Daley, safeguarding
Safeguarding @ St John’s islingtonsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk
Safeguarding @ Blessed Sacrament
copenhagenstreetsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk
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WHAT’S ON

Mon 13t Apr at 6.30pm, Confirmation class continues at St
John’s

Mon 13t Apr at 8pm First Holy Communion Zoom session

Wed 15t Apr at 7pm Alpha at St John’s

Tues 215t Apr at 7pm, RCIA continues at St John’s

Tues 215t Apr at 6pm, Baptism class at St John’s

Sat 25t Apr at 7pm, Movie Night at St John’s

Adoration Mon to Fri 10.30am to 11am at St John’s but no Apr
9th

Confessions At Blessed Sacrament, after the Monday 12.30pm
Mass from 20t April onwards. At St John’s, Saturday 5.30pm to
5.50pm.

Rosary after Wednesday 10am Mass at St John’s from 15t April
onwards

Rosary after Monday 12.30pm Mass at The Blessed Sacrament
from 20t Apr onwards

CONGRAIJULATIONS To our wonderful group of RCIA catechumens
and candidates who have made the long journey from September
onwards in formation to be baptised and received into the
Catholic church. This year, we have had six baptisms, seven
receptions and eight adults being Confirmed. Each of them started
in very different places, have very different stories, but they all
have a common thread — they have been touched by the grace of
the Risen Christ and experienced in their own way, his Mercy. You
will hear more from them over the coming weeks, but now we
bless God for the work he has done in their lives and look forward
to welcoming them as they take their place as part of our
congregational family.

PARISH OFFICE will be closed from 5pm on Maundy Thursday 2"
April until Wednesday 15t April. We apologise for any
inconvenience but even God rested after 6 days of work! This will
be the last newsletter until Sunday 19t. Thank you for your
support and understanding.

THANK YOU to all those that have volunteered to clean the
churches, gifted chocolates and other scrumptious treats, filled
the votive candle baskets, arranged flowers, ushered, read, altar
served, sang, played instruments, donated flowers, donated
financially and most of all, thank you for your time and supporting
us here at Blessed Sacrament and St John’s. Without you, our
parishes would not exist in the same way, if at all. For those not
mentioned, apologies but please know that you're still included in
our prayers and we appreciate your talents.

CANCELLED MASSES The Monday Mass at Blessed Sacrament is
cancelled for April 6t and 13t The Mass at St John’s on April 6t
and 13t will still be celebrated. Apologies for the inconvenience.

WEEKDAYS AT ST JOHN’S NEXT WEEK From Monday to Friday
April 6t to 10, there is 10am Mass followed by Adoration, as
usual. This week, on Monday, Tuesday and Friday, the church will
close from 2pm. On Wednesday and Thursday, it will close at
11am. We're very sorry for these changes but normal routines will
resume once we've recharged our batteries!

FROM SR MIRIAM In mid-April | will be leaving my home in the
midst of Blessed Sacrament parish and moving to St. Philomena
Convent, Euston Square. | will continue coming to Bl. Sacrament
for prayer and finishing off some things in church. Gradually, most
of my parish responsibilities are being absorbed by volunteers, our
parish administrator and our priests. | plan, God willing, to remain
in London, at least until late July, before retiring to Canada. Thank
you for your support and prayers at this “moving” time.

MOVIE NIGHT There was a great crowd for our first Movie Night.
The next one is on Saturday 25 April at 7pm, in the Crypt at St
John’s. Do join for lots of popcorn plus a film too!

WEEKLY OFFERTORY ENVELOPES If you're donating by envelope,
please collect your new box with your name. At St John’s, they’re in
the green room (to the left of the altar). If you’d like to switch to direct
debit, please contact the office. It would save us some time and
money too!

EASTER OFFERTORY ENVELOPES are available from the back of church,
and can be returned at any time from now on in the collection basket
or put through the secure presbytery letterbox. There is also the
opportunity to donate via the contactless card readers in the church
porch. Many thanks!

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION, CONFIRMATION AND RCIA Please see the
‘What’s On’ box for restart dates.

DIVINE MERCY PILGRIMAGE TO AYLESFORD In preparation for the
Feast of Divine Mercy, this pilgrimage will take place on Saturday 11
April from 11am to 4.30pm at The Friars, Aylesford Priory at the Shrine
of Our Lady of Mount Carmel and will be led by the Marian Fathers of
the Immaculate Conception. The cost will be £23 and to book a place
on the coach which departs from Westminster Cathedral at 7.15am
please contact Emmanuel on 07721 362000 or Caroline on 07960
466377. DIVINE MERCY PILGRIMAGE for Young Adults (aged 18-35) in
Vilnius, Lithuania with the Assumption group from 6-12 June. Register
by 30th March. Cost £600 + travel. For more information visit
www.assumpta-eu.org/divine-mercy-pilgrimage-invilnius/ or email
rebecca@assumpta-eu.org

EXCESSIVE EASTER EGG INTAKE? If you've indulged too much over
Easter, then indulge in some spring sunshine and walking with the
Catholic History Walks on Tuesday April 14th, Meet at 1.30pm (after
1pm Mass) at the Church of the Most Precious Blood, O’Meara Street,
London SE1 (nearest tube London Bridge). We will explore this corner
of Southwark, discovering a ruined bishop’s palace and the story of
London Bridge, and will then cross the river to the Monument
commemorating the Great Fire of London, finishing at the birthplace
of St John Henry Newman. No need to book — just turn

up! www.catholichistorywalks.org

Al AND TECH FOR THE CATHOLIC CHURCH Our very own Fr Rajiv will
be one of the speakers at a conference discussing “Artificial
Intelligence and Technology for the Catholic Church”. Organised by
Catholics in Tech, the event will take place in St Wilfrid’s Hall at the
Oratory on Saturday 2nd May, 2—6pm with contributors from the tech
industry, academia and the Church. All welcome. For tickets and

more https://tally.so/r/ODAYRg

MARRIAGE SUPPORT: If you’re marriage is in a rut or for more serious
issues — Retrouvaille could be the
solution. www.retrouvaille.org.uk / +44 797 338 0443

PILGRIMAGE TO KNOCK Monday 1st to Friday 5th June. Flight from
Heathrow to Knock Airport; the group will stay in Knock, near the
Shrine, and visit various holy sites nearby, including Croagh Patrick,
Ballintubber Abbey and the Fr Peyton Centre. Led by Fr Nigel Woollen,
Parish Priest of Our Lady of Victories (Kensington) and former curate at
Knock. £800/pp for flights, accommodation, transport and most meals.
visit: https://www.ourladyofvictories.net/support.html to express
interest — places are limited!

REQUIESCAT IN PACE Patrick Brady’s funeral will be celebrated on
Thursday 9t April at 12 Noon in the Church at Devonia Road, N1 8JJ.
Helen Lynch’s funeral will be celebrated at 12.30pm on Monday 13t
April at St John’s.

ALPHA RESTARTS on Wednesday April 15t at 7pm at St John’s. If
you’ve not been yet then you’re missing out on (free) food and
thought provoking issues. You can chat with others, stay silent. All
faiths and none are welcome.
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/islington/alpha-2/
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