
Church of Our Lady and St Christopher, Cranford 
 

Parish Priest: Fr John Tabor  

Parish Secretary:  Florie Fernandes  
Email: cranford@rcdow.org.uk         07395 954905 

Parish Safeguarding Representative:  Natalie Smith  
email:  cranfordsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk   07851 390118 

Parish Office Opening Hours:  

Monday 2pm-5pm; Tuesday 9am-12noon & Friday 9am-2pm 
 

  32 High Street  

Cranford  TW5 9RG  

Presbytery: 020 8759 9136  

email: cranford@rcdow.org.uk 

web: https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/cranford 

First Sunday of Advent                                                         27th/28th November 2021 
Parish Mass Book Year C, Volume 1 (Page 82):  Jeremiah 33:14-26, Psalm 24; 1 Thessalonians 3:12, 4:2; Luke 21:25-28, 34-36 

Next week: Second Sunday of Advent (Page 84): Baruch 5:1-9; Psalm 125; Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11; Luke 3:1-6  
 

This parish is part of the Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust.  Registered Charity No. 233699 

MASS TIMES FROM 27TH NOVEMBER 2021 
Saturday evening: 5pm (Vigil Mass for Sunday), Sunday: 9am and 11.00am 

Weekday Mass: Monday to Thursday morning 10am,  

No Mass on Friday or Saturday morning 
Confessions:  Saturday 4.15pm-4.45pm and on call.   

The Ethnic Chaplaincy Masses are suspended until further notice.  
Mass is available at other churches online at www.churchservices.tv 

 
 

 

Dear Friends 

Advent Sunday – Come Lord Jesus! 

Today we begin a new year in the Church and a new year in our parish. It’s a time of new beginnings – 

especially for me as I start among you as your new Parish Priest! I’m really happy to be starting with you at the 

start of this wonderful season of Advent – a time of joyful waiting and real hope, as we look forward to Our 

Lord’s Coming, both at the end of time – the first half of the Advent Season – and His Coming in the manger in 

Bethlehem at Christmas. 

Today’s Gospel encourages us to look at the signs of the times, but at the same time not to be overly disturbed 

by them. We can certainly relate to this, during these months of pandemic. God, however, remains – His love 

for us is constant. This parish, which you so lovingly care for, remains. It is my joy and privilege to be with you 

as we journey together on this next stage in our adventure of Christian living! 

Let’s pray for each other! 

Father John Louis 
 
 
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PREPARATION 
Registration for the First Holy Communion programme is 
currently open and will close on Sunday, 5th December 2021. 
Please go to our parish website for more details: 
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/cranford.  Kindly note: due to the 
restricted space in the Parish Hall we will be limiting the 
number of children on the programme. Parents are 
encouraged to submit their application as soon as possible. 
Once the limit is reached, no further applications will be 
accepted.  
Important note: a copy of your child’s Baptism certificate must 
be provided. This can be photographed and sent to Natalie 
Smith by WhatsApp to 07851 390 118, or emailed to 
CranfordFirstCommunion@rcdow.org.uk or a paper copy 
dropped into the letterbox of the Parish Office. Not an original 
please – but a copy.  
There will be a Parent’s Meeting on Saturday, 11th December 
2021 at 10:00am in the church. The first class for the children 
will be on Saturday, 8th January 2022 at 10:00am. A full list of 
all the class dates will be given to parents at the meeting.. 

CONFIRMATION PREPARATION 
Registration for the Confirmation programme is currently open 
and will close on Sunday, 5th December 2021. Please go our 
parish website for more details: 
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/cranford.  Kindly note: due to the 
restricted space in the Parish Hall we will be limiting the 
number of young people on the programme. Candidates are 
encouraged to submit their application as soon as possible. 
Once the limit is reached, no further applications will be 
accepted.  
Important note: a copy of your son/daughter’s Baptism 
certificate must be provided. This can be photographed and 
sent to Natalie Smith by WhatsApp to 07851 390 118, or 
emailed to CranfordConfirmation@rcdow.org.uk or a paper 
copy dropped into the letterbox of the Parish Office. Not an 
original please – but a copy.  
There will be a Parent’s Meeting on Saturday, 11th December 
2021 at 11:30am in the church. The first session for the 
candidates will be on Saturday, 15th January 2022 at 11:30am. 
A full list of all the session dates will be given to parents at the 
meeting. 
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IMPORTANT CHANGES FROM FIRST SUNDAY OF 
ADVENT - 27TH NOVEMBER 2021 
MASS TIMES 
Weekend Masses:   Saturday evening 5pm and  
                                    Sunday 9am and 11am.   
Weekday Masses:  Monday to Thursday 10am.  
No Mass on Friday or Saturday Morning 
Confession on Saturday 4.15pm-4.45pm and on request 

FEAST OF ST FRANCIS XAVIER 
On Friday 3rd December there will be Mass at 10am to celebrate the 
feast of St Francis Xavier.  Online booking is required for this Mass. 

ATTENDING MASS 
The Diocese have confirmed that the Guidelines of July 2021 
remain in place. Local discernment is necessary so that 
people feel safe at Church and are encouraged to return as 
well as recognising the levels of COVID in particular locations.  
It has therefore been decided to continue with online Mass 
bookings until further notice. The weekday Masses do not 
require online booking but please complete the Track and 
Trace Register as you enter Church. 
 

THANK YOU 

Dear Parishioners of Our Lady and St Christopher,  

Just a short note to say a very big thank you for your very 

thoughtful farewell gift. I will enjoy it immensely. Many more 

thanks, however, for every kindness shown over the year that I 

was coming to celebrate Mass with you – and for your witness of 

faithfulness in difficult circumstances. It was a joy and privilege 

for me to come to you. I am very impressed by the parish. You will 

remain firmly in my prayers. Please pray for me and for our 

seminary, Allen Hall. You are welcome to visit! If you wish to get in 

touch, my email is johnoleary@rcdow.org.uk.  Many thanks again. 

God bless you all.  Canon John O’Leary 
 

THE GIFT OF THE SUNDAY EUCHARIST 
The Sunday Eucharist is a gift; as God’s holy people we are called to 

praise and thank God in the most sublime way possible. When the 

Church speaks of the Sunday obligation, it reminds us that attending 

Mass is a personal response to the selfless offering of Christ’s love. 

At this time, we recognise that for some people there may be certain 

factors which hinder attendance at Sunday Mass. The pandemic is 

clearly not over. The risk of infection is still present. For some, there 

is legitimate fear in gathering together. As your bishops, we 

recognise that these prevailing circumstances suggest that not 

everyone is yet in the position to fulfil the absolute duty to attend 

freely Sunday Mass.  

The above is an extract from a statement from the Bishops 

Conference entitled Honouring Sunday.  Copies available at the 

back of church and on the website. 
 

HELP REQUIRED 
Fr John is seeking volunteers to help during the weekday 
Masses at the altar and also with other small tasks around 
the Church and presbytery.  If you are able to help please 
speak to Father after Mass or call the office. 

SACRAMENTS 
Baptisms – please make an appointment to see Fr John to arrange 
your baby’s baptism. 
 

MARRIAGE:  We need six months’ notice for marriage paperwork 
to be done, more so as paperwork is now being returned to the 
Churches abroad and could be delayed in the post.   

Registration for First Holy Communion and Confirmation is now 
open. Closing date Sunday 5th December so please register if you 
haven’t done so. 

OFFERTORY ENVELOPES 
A few of you have requested envelopes and these have yet to be collected.  
There is a list the names in the porch. Please see Florie. 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR 2022 
Florie will be available to take Mass Bookings for next year from Monday 6th 
December during office hours.  Please DO NOT call her at home to make 
bookings. The payment of £10 per Mass intention is required at the time of 
booking. 

 ADVENT 2021 BIBLE SERIES 
Mauro Iannicelli will break-open the forthcoming 5 Advent Sunday Gospels 
with in-depth teaching and stimulating questions. As a result, you will 
experience Sunday Mass in a new way! Five Wednesdays: 24 Nov | 1 Dec | 8 
Dec | 15 Dec | 22 Dec (7-8pm UK Time). Free of Charge | LIVE sessions on 
YouTube. Info & Registration: https://comeandsee.org/advent. Highly 
recommended 
 

STEP 4 OF THE ROADMAP FOR ST CHRISTOPHER’S  
- Sanitising of hands on entry and exit  

- Wearing of face coverings/masks is still a requirement in Church 

- If you or your child or any family member has a cough or cold, please 
do not come to Church until your cough clears. 

- Social distancing will gradually be reduced  

- Numbers attending Mass has gradually increased  

- Online booking for weekend Mass will continue for a while especially 
now with an increase in cases. 

- Track and Trace, stewards and following the one-way system will 
continue as usual for a few more weeks. 

- Holy Communion will continue to be under one kind and on the hand. 

- Sign of Peace is still suspended. 

- The Choir and music, readers, Eucharistic Ministers and Altar Servers 
have resumed. 

- Sunday obligation is still suspended as per the Bishops guidelines last 
week.   
 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY 
If you wish to donate online please do so directly to our bank, giving your 
name as a reference.   
HSBC Bank: WRCDT Cranford   Sort Code: 40-05-20    Account: 01308637 
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