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29TH MARCH 2026 – PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD (p. 176) 
 

  As we enter Holy Week, we 
step into the most sacred time 
in the Church’s year—a week 
that invites us not just to 
remember, but to walk with 
Christ. From the joyful cries 

of Palm Sunday, through the intimacy of the Last Supper, 
the sorrow of the Passion, and finally to the triumph of 
the Resurrection, we are drawn into the very heart of our 
faith: God’s saving love made visible in Jesus. 
 
Holy Week is not simply a series of ceremonies. It is a 
journey: A journey from noise to silence, from distraction 
to prayer, from sin to mercy, and from death to new life. 
This week, let us all together: Make time for God – even 
a few extra minutes of quiet prayer each day; participate 
in the liturgies – especially Holy Thursday, Good Friday, 
and the Easter Vigil; go to Confession – experience the 
healing mercy of Christ; reflect on the Passion – perhaps 
by praying the Stations of the Cross; and reach out in love 
– forgive, reconcile, and serve someone in need. 
 
No matter where we will find ourselves spiritually right 
now—close to God or feeling distant—this week is for 
each of us. Like Peter the Apostle, we may feel weak. Like 
Judas Iscariot, we may carry regret. Like Mary 
Magdalene, we may long for healing. But Holy Week 
reminds us that God never stops reaching out, and the 
Cross is not the end—it is the doorway to hope. 
 
Thus, as we move forward to Easter. Let us not rush 
through this week. Let us stay with the Lord and stand at 
the Cross. Let us all wait in the silence of Holy Saturday 
and then rejoice with full hearts on Easter morning. 
Because the message of Easter is clear: Light conquers 
darkness. Life conquers death. Love conquers all. May 
this Holy Week renew your faith, strengthen your hope, 
and deepen your love. God bless you and your families.                                  

 
 – Fr Rionelle, SDV 
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REMINDER… 
It has been noted by both Priests and Eucharistic Ministers that not everyone seems to be following the 
normal standards of receiving Holy Communion. You can receive either on the tongue (recommended) or 
on the hands, however, you need to indicate clearly how you are receiving as we are not mind readers. 
When you approach Holy Communion: if you are receiving on the tongue you open your mouth and leave 
the tip of the tongue out so the host can be placed there; if you receive on the hands, these need to be flat 
and clearly visible so the host can be placed there by the minister. Those who receive on the hands MUST 
consume the host on the spot, you may step aside but Communion needs to be consumed before returning 
to your seat. For children and those who are not receiving Communion, this needs to be indicated by the 
arm across the chest or arms crossed on the chest, we are seeing an increasing number of children who 
simply stay there and we are not sure if they are receiving or not. Parents are responsible to ensure their 
children know what to do. 
 

NOTICES 
EASTER FLOWERS: This Sunday we will hold a second collection for the Easter Flowers. 
HOLY WEEK: With today’s celebration of Palm Sunday we are entering into Holy Week, the climax of our 
liturgical year and of course, with the Paschal Triduum we will be celebrating the mysteries of the Passion, 
Death and Resurrection of Christ. We are expecting Masses to be crowded over the next week so we want to 
invite everyone coming by car to be sensible and to park responsibly. As we are planning on a marquee for the 
overflow of people, parking space during the Triduum will be reduced. If you can, please come on foot or 
public transport, alternatively you can share with others or ask family and friends to give you a lift. While we 
have reduced parking spaces, it does not mean that we can overcrowd next door. Fr Michael Gill has services 
and commitments that he needs to attend so his garage needs to have free access at all times. Please be 
considerate when parking especially at this time.  Please do not block our any of the neighbours especially 
next door at Holy Angels Church. 
PASCHAL TRIDUUM: For timings over the Paschal Triduum please refer to the programme. You can find 
copies at the back but also online on our Parish website. 
MASS: Please note that there will not be Mass on Tuesday morning as the priests will be at the Chrism Mass. 
The Chrism Mass is when priests gather together to renew their priestly promises and when the Bishop blesses 
the oils. The Chrism Mass will be celebrated at 12 noon at Westminster Cathedral, Mass is open to the public. 
Mass is moved to Wednesday at 10 am. 
RECONCILIATION SERVICE: On Monday evening at 7pm we will gather for a Penitential Service in 
preparation to Easter, there will be Exposition and a chance to approach the sacrament of reconciliation. If 
you cannot attend Monday, there will be reconciliation service in Heston on Wednesday at 7pm. 
MARQUEE: On Wednesday the company coming to install the Marquee will be coming in the morning. If 
you are coming by car please park by the garages and not by the front or side of the Church. 
NOTE FOR KEY HOLDERS: Having a key to the Church does not mean that the Church can be accessed 
at leisure and that activities can be carried out with prior permission. If you need to access the Church please 
inform the Parish Office to seek permission. 
DRESS CODE: A gentle reminder that, when coming to Church, we need to dress appropriately as we are in 
a place of worship. Please make sure that you not wearing anything with a low neckline, sleeveless garments 
which expose the shoulders, clothing that exposes the knees or upper legs (whether sitting or standing), clothing 
that exposes the stomach or back, or clothing made of see-through material; also avoid excessively tight 
clothing. 
DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY 2026 Celebrations at St Andrews Church, Washington Drive, Cippenham, 
Slough SL1 5RE on 12 April 2026 at 2:30 pm. The service will be led by Mgr Sean Healy and will include 
Enthronement of the Image of Merciful Jesus, Mass, Talk, Chaplet, Adoration and Veneration of the Image of 
Merciful Jesus.  All Welcome to celebrate this glorious feast. Please call Millie on WhatsApp 07957594646 for 
more information 
ANNUAL MASS OF THANKSGIVING FOR THE SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY: Westminster 
Cathedral, Saturday, 23rd May 2026 at 2:30 pm.  The Archbishop is inviting, to this Mass, all couples in the 
Diocese, who are celebrating their 5th, 10th, 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th and 60th (and every year over 
60) Wedding Anniversary of Catholic marriage in 2026.  If you are celebrating an anniversary, please email the 



PROTECTING YOUR PRIVACY 
In compliance with the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), which became effective in May 2018, the Parish requires your permission to hold your data for 

Parish/Diocesan use. You can read our full privacy policy on: www.rcdow.org.uk/diocese/privacy-policy 

parish office (cranford@rcdow.org.uk) the following details: husband and wife’s names, wedding date, full 
postal address and contact email (or telephone number, if no email). 
COUNTERS NEEDED: As a parish, we are deeply grateful to all those who volunteer their time and energy 
in service of the Church. We fully recognize that family responsibilities, personal circumstances, health 
concerns, and unexpected events must always come first, and we sincerely thank our volunteers for all that they 
give when they are able. One area where we rely on volunteers is Money Counting. At times, when life’s 
demands understandably limit availability, our pool of counters can become quite small. In order to support 
our current volunteers and ensure this important work can continue without placing pressure on anyone, we 
are appealing for additional parishioners to consider stepping forward. All necessary training will be provided, 
and no prior experience is required. Any time you are able to offer would be greatly appreciated. If you feel you 
may be able to help, or would like more information, please contact the Parish Office by email at 
cranford@rcdow.org.uk Thank you for your generosity, understanding, and continued support of our parish 
community.  
GIFT AID: Forms are available at the back of the Church. If you used to donate via envelopes and have 
filled up a form in the past, please complete a new one so we know how many envelope boxes we   
need. Gift aiding your donations will help the Parish to receive an extra 25% off your donations at no cost to 
you. You can use the same form to set up a Standing Order which will allow you to transfer funds from your 
account directly into the parish account. If you are interested in donating via envelopes and/or gift aiding 
your donations please contact the Parish Office for more information or speak to one of the priests. 
CANDLE FIRE SAFETY:  All are reminded about safe practice in the lighting of candles at church.  Please 
read the guidance near all the candle stands and help to keep the church and our parishioners safe. 
MASS INTENTIONS: Mass Intention Envelopes are available at the back of the Church. Once completed 
put them in the black Letter Box marked Mass Intentions. Together with the suggested date please provide a 
phone number or email address for the Secretary to arrange alternative dates with you if needed. 

 

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS 
Divine Jesus, Son of the eternal Father and Mary Immaculate, grant many of the faithful true generosity in 

following your call and bestow on them the grace of your Holy Spirit to persevere in overcoming all obstacles 
to their vocations. Give the church in this Diocese and throughout the world many holy priests and fervent 

religious. Through the intercession of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary, Saint Justin, all the Angels and all Saints, 
we humbly ask you to hear our prayers and multiply the ministries by which we may serve one another in 

faith and love. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION OF ST JUSTIN RUSSOLILLO 
O my God and my all, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, may your will be done, your love reign, your glory shine 

always more in me and in everyone as in yourself, O my God and my all.  
 

SACRAMENTS 
BAPTISM: If you wish to arrange the Baptism of your child or children, please contact the Parish Office, the 
secretary will provide you with necessary details. Give at least a month notice for your suggested date, please 
note Baptisms are celebrated only on Saturday. The celebration of Baptism will resume after Easter. 
RECONCILIATION: Confessions are available on request, for the time being. Soon we will have a dedicated 
time. 
MARRIAGE: For Marriages to be celebrated in our Church we need to have minimum a 6 months’ notice. 
For Marriage Papers you will be required to present documents which need to be dated within six months from 
the date of your Marriage, do not request them to early especially if you need to get them abroad as we may 
not be able to use them. A Marriage Course is also needed, this can be arranged via the Parish Office. In case 
there is a prior marriage whether civil or religious DO NOT arrange future Marriages unless the matter 
has been dealt with and you have a Decree of Nullity from a Church Tribunal. If this is the case, 
contact the Parish at once. 
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DATE TIME CHURCH MASS INTENTION 

Saturday 28th    
Vigil Mass 

5 pm 
7 pm 

Cranford 
Heston 

Jake Jesus Mascarenhas - Birthday 
Holy Mass 

Sunday 29th  
PALM SUNDAY 

8 am 
9 am 

9:30 am 
11 am 

11:30 am 
5:30 pm 

Heston 
Cranford 

Heston 
Cranford 

Heston 
Heston 

Holy Mass 
Jeronimo Fernandes - RIP 

Holy Mass 
Caetano Estrocio - RIP 

Holy Mass 
Holy Mass 

Monday 30th    
 

9:30 am 
7 pm 
7 pm 

Heston 
Cranford 

Heston 

Holy Mass 
Reconciliation Service 

No Mass 

Tuesday 31st   
9.30 am 
10 am 
7 pm 

Heston 
Cranford 

Heston 

No Mass 
NO MASS 
Holy Mass 

Wednesday 1st 
April 

 

9: 30 am 
10 am 
11 am 
7 pm 

Heston 
Cranford 

Heston 
Heston 

Holy Mass 
Thanksgiving to God 

Funeral Mass 
Reconciliation Service 

Thursday 2nd 
Maundy Thursday 

7 pm 
8 pm 

Heston 
Cranford 

Holy Mass  
Priests who served at Cranford 

Vigil at the Altar of Repose until midnight  

Friday 3rd 
Good Friday 

 

10.30 am 
3 pm 
3 pm 
7 pm 

Cranford 
Cranford 

Heston 
Heston 

Stations of the Cross 
Passion of the Lord 

Passion of the Lord 
Stations of the Cross 

Saturday 4th   
Holy Saturday  

8.30 pm 
9.30 pm 

Cranford 
Heston 

People of Cranford 
Holy Mass 

Sunday 29th  
EASTER 

SUNDAY OF 
THE 

RESURRECTION 
OF THE LORD 

8 am 
9 am 

9:30 am 
11 am 

11:30 am 
5:30 pm 

Heston 
Cranford 

Heston 
Cranford 

Heston 
Heston 

Holy Mass 
- 

Holy Mass 
Pro Populo 

Holy Mass 
No Mass 

The Portuguese Mass is celebrated every Sunday at 12.45 pm 

Konkani Mass held every fourth Sunday at 5.00 pm. 

DONATE TO OUR PARISH 
Leave a Legacy:  Please consider including our parish in your will or leaving a legacy for the parish.  
For further details please email us on:  cranford@rcdow.org.uk  
Online Giving/Standing Order:  To make your donation online please 
visit:  www.parish.rcdow.org.uk/cranford/donate/  
Bank Transfer (BACS):   
To make a one-off donation please use the parish bank account details:   

HSBC Bank, Account Name: 
WRCDT Cranford, Sort Code:  40-05-20, Account:  01308637 

If you are a UK taxpayer, please Gift Aid your donation.  The government 
will top up your gift by 25 per cent, meaning a £20.00 offering becomes 
£25.00, at  
NO cost to you. Gift aid forms are available at the back of the Church or 
online on the Parish website. 
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