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Last week’s collection £1580. Many Thanks.

Planned Giving boxes of envelopes. Please pick up your box from the Parish Room if
you have not yet done so. Covid decimated the number of planned giving contributors
and there is a great need to recoup losses here by asking more people to participate. You
can do that by asking for a box, by supplying name and address. There are other means
of contributing as well. Donation details can be found on Parish website. 6

Next Sunday is World Communications Day. There will be a second collection for
Catholic Communications Network.

First Communion and Confirmation Programs are now complete for this year. The
‘First Holy Communion Masses are being celebrated this weekend and the Confirmation
Mass will be celebrated on Saturday 11" June at 2.15pm with Bishop John Sherrington.
The rehearsal for the Confirmation Mass will be on Monday 6™ June at 6.30pm.

Music and singing in the Liturgy. We are trying to include this kind of contribution in
the 9am and 10.30 Sunday Masses. It would be of help if a few people with musical
ability were to come forward. Also singers of course.

Thursday 26" May is the Feast of the Ascension of the Lord. It is a Holyday of
Obligation and Masses will be at 9.15 am and 7.30 pm.

Requiem Mass for Elizabeth Hegarty on Friday 27 May at 11.30 am. Reception on

Thursday 26" May at 7pm. Your prayers for the repose of her soul and for her family in
their loss.

Dal)lf of Prayer for the Church in China 24™ May. Feast of St Augustine of Canterbury
27" May.

St Bede the Venerable Patron of Catholic Schools.(Feast Day, 25™ May) Thank you for
being an example of holiness, goodness and wisdom. Thank you for inspiring us to be
lifelong learners who are always eager to learn more. Inspire us to read and hear the
Word, which helps us to know Jesus and follow his ways. Help us all to love God with
all our hearts and to love and respect our classmates, teachers and families. Guide us to
use our words kindly and wisely so that we can be effective communicators who listen
carefully and speak thoughtfully. Above all, give us courage to live like Jesus lived. St
Bede, Pray for us. Amen. b

Seeing your Life through the Lens of the Gospel. Jesus seeks to reassure his followers in
the face of his oncoming death. Although he will be leaving them he promises them the

gift of the Holy Spirit. He promises ‘we will come and make our home with them’. Our
God is not a distant God but one who lives in us. Who has helped vou to be aware of the

closeness of God to you? Reflect on some of the gifts of the Holy Spirit and how they

help us in our day to day life.
The paradox of abundance — -

Over 800 million people go hungry each day. Yet the world produces over 4 billion tonnes of food and we only

need 3.7 billion tonnes to feed everyone. From all this food produced, a third is wasted. St John Paul Il called
this ‘the paradox of abundance.” Clearly the currently global food system is not working. But as Pope Francis
said, "Each of us has a role to play in transforming food systems for the benefit of people and the planet."

Samantha our Catechetical Coordinator and a few other Parents from St
Agnes School are doing a triathlon on Saturday 28" May to raise money for
the school. If you would like to donate please scan the QR code or go to
https://www.peoplesfundraising.com/fundraising-team/st-agnes-tri
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