St. Agnes Catholic Church, Cricklewood
35 Cricklewood Lane, London, NW2 1HR

www.parish.rcdow.org.uk/cricklewood

Tel:020 8452 2475; e-mail: cricklewood@rcdow.org.uk
Last week’s collection £ 1788. Many Thanks.

Second Collection this Sunday for Catholic Communication Network.

Planned Giving boxes of envelopes. Please pick up your box from the Parish Room if
you have not yet done so. Covid decimated the number of planned giving contrlbutors
and there is a great need to recoup losses here by asking more people to participate. You

can do that by asking for a box, by supplying name and address. There are other means
of contributing as well. Donation details can be found on Parish website.

-Rehearsal for Confirmation Mass will be on Monday 6" June at 6.30pm. Confirmation
Mass will be on Saturday 11" June at 2 ,15pm with Bishop John Sherrington.

Music and singing in the Liturgy. We are trying to include this kind of contribution in

the 9am and 10.30 Sunday Masses. It would be of help if a few people with musical
ability were to come forward. Also singers of course.

Prayers for the Dead. Elizabeth Hegarty, Newton Mc Donald, Bridget and Patrick
Campbell, Mark Reid.

La Sainte Union School warmly welcome any Ukrainian families looking for a school
place. We have several Ukrainian students joining us already and we have made places

available for students to start immediately. Please email admissions@]Isu.camden.sch.uk
or call the school directly 0207 428 4600.

On Tuesday31st May at Spm UK time Pope Francis will be reciting the Rosary in front
of the statue of Our Lady Queen of Peace in the Basilica of Santa Maria Maggiore In
Rome. In doing so he hopes to offer a sign to the world, suffering through the contlict in
Ukraine, and profoundly wounded through the violence of so many other theatres of
war. The Cardinal has asked that we may wish to associate ourselves with the Pope’s
prayer next Tuesday, the end of the Marian month of May. This could be through the
recitation of the Rosary, or through praying for peace in Ukraine and elsewhere at
Mass or in any other way that might seem suitable.

Next Sunday is Pentecost Sunday. It marks the conclusion of the fifty days of the season
of Easter when the Church recalls the gift of the Holy Spirit to the Apostles: the
beginnings of the Church and the start of her mission to all tongues and peoples and

nations.

In today’s first reading we hear how Stephen became the first Christian martyr. He had
been chosen to be one of the seven deacons who would care for the needy while the
Apostles concentrated on preaching. He 1s described as a man full of faith who preaches
in the name of Jesus and works wonders among the people. He meets with strong
opposition and pays the price in being martyred for the faith. It is an event witnessed by
Saul who would become the future Paul. What especially characterises Stephen’s
martyrdom is his forgiveness towards his killers. In that sense he is just like Jesus. There
is no doubt that Saul, who approved of the killing, was at the same time affected by it to
the point when it must have influenced his own conversion. In today’s Gospel we have
the famous priestly prayer of Jesus for the unity of his followers.

This week’s highlight is the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary to her cousin
Elizabeth(Feast Day 31°' May). Include a prayer for expectant mothers. Bring flowers to
the Lady Chapel to mark the end of Mary’s month of May.



