St. Agnes Catholic Church, Cricklewood
35 Cricklewood Lane, London, NW2 1HR

www.parish.redow.org.uk/cricklewood
Tel:020 8452 2475; e-mail: cricklewood@rcdow.org.uk

Last week’s collection. £1952. Many Thanks.

Christmas Time-table. Monday 19" December. Penitential Service at 7 pm.
Saturday 24" December. Christmas Masses at 6.30pm and 11pm.

Sunday 25" December. Christmas Masses at 9am,10.30am and 12 noon.

Christmas Readers . and Eucharistic Ministers Rotas are available in the Church Porch.
Please put your name down.

Confirmation application forms will be available at the beginning of January. The course
will begin in February.

Feasts this week. Monday. Our Lady of Guadalupe. Tuesday. St Lucy, Virgin and Martyr.
Wednesday. St John of the Cross, Priest and Doctor.

Parish Party in St Agnes Parish Centre on Sunday 11™ December 1pm to 4.30pm. Please
sign up at the back of the Church if you wish to attend.

Due to some families moving out of the area, some places have become available in the
Reception classes at St Agnes Primary School. Should you wish to apply for a place for
your child, please contact the School Office on 0208 452 4565 or email

office@stagnes.barnetmail.net if you wish to discuss this further. You can also dewnload an
application form directly from the school website.

Feast of the Black Nazarene-UK on behalf of the Filipino Community. Poster in Church
Porch with more details.

Requiem for Sylvia Green on Friday 16™ December at11.30 am. Your prayers for the
repose of her soul.

The Pope’s Monthly Intention. For volunteer-not-for-profit organisations. We pray that
such organisations committed to human development find people dedicated to the common
good and ceaselessly seek out new paths to international cooperation.

As we draw closer to the celebration of Christ’s birth our rose coloured Advent candle
signals the rejoicing and gladness in our hearts.

In response to the question of John the Baptist, Jesus lets his actions speak for him.*Some
people show by the way they live what it means to be a follower of Jesus. Who has given
you such an example? Perhaps there have been times when you have done the same for
others.

John the Baptist made a journey of faith from an incomplete knowledge of Jesus to a
deeper understanding of who he was. Recall similar steps in your journey of faith

Faith is not primarily about answering abstract theological questions but about living the
gospel. What in your life has helped you to get that sense of perspective?

John the Baptist marked the end of an era, Jesus the beginning of a new one. In our lives
how do we honour the past and yet be free to move on into the future?

Today is called Gaudete Sunday which means to rejoice in the Lord. Together with peace
it is a gift from Christ, a joy that no one can take from believers. The Lord told his disciples
to rejoice and be glad when people revile thiem and persecute them and slander them for
his sake. Paul and the early Christians so rejoiced. Christian joy comes from belief in God
who is ever present. When we look around us we can perceive joy: the joy in sport, in

conversation, in music and in the ordinary things of life. Even in times of trouble there can
also be joy, in the belief that God is near and will see us through.



