St. Agnes Catholic Church, Cricklewood
35 Cricklewood Lane, London, NW2 1HR
www.parish.rcdow.org.uk/cricklewood
Tel:020 8452 2475; e-mail: cricklewood@rcdow.org.uk
Last week’s collection. £1710. Many Thanks.

Christmas Timetable of Services. Monday 19" December. Penitential Service at 7pm with
private confession available. If you haven’t celebrated this Sacrament for some time this
provides a very good opportunity to experience forgiveness as well as doing one’s Advent
preparation in a more fuller way.
Saturday 24" Decel:lber. Christmas Masses at 6.30pm and 11pm (preceded by Carol
singing and Scripture reading starting at 10.30pm).

A

Sunday 25" December. Christmas Masses at 9am,10.30 am and 12noon.No evening Mass.
Monday 26" December to Friday 30" December. Masses at 10am.

The Parish Party last Sunday went well. Thanks to all those who came and facilitated it
especially the members of the Filipino community who helped with the catering and
entertainment.

60" Wedding Anniversary. Congratulations to Margaret and Fred Thompson on reaching
this great milestone in their lives, having married here at St Agnes all those years ago.

Feast of the Black Nazarene-UK on behalf of the Filipino Community. Poster in Church
Porch with more details.

Season of Christmas. After the annual celebration of the Paschal Mystery there is no more
ancient feast day for the Church than the recalling of the memory of the Nativity of the
Lord and the mysteries of his first coming.

The light from the Advent wreath reflects the growing hope and expectation of the light of
Christ entering the world, scattering the darkness.

The Gospel text speaks of how God was revealed in the person of Jesus. It took some time
for Joseph to accept the fact that in Mary there truly was Emmanuel-God with us. God is
with us now but at times we struggle to perceive God’s presence. Where have you
unexpectedly discovered the presence of God with you? Recall those experiences and give
thanks.

Joseph was confused and uncertain about what he should do. It took time and outside help
for him to discern what his next step should be. Perhaps you also had difficulties along the
way to some decisions or commitments. Recall that journey and the moments when it
became clear to you what was being asked of you. Give thanks to the angels who helped you
along the way.

Mary bore Jesus within her, unseen to all, and unacknowledged by most. In Joseph she
found one who believed in the treasure that she bore. We can be bearers of Jesus to others

and they to us. When have you been a bearer of Jesus to another and who has been that to
you?

Thanks to all our parishioners for their continued support of the life and work of the
Parish and Church in these times of continued difficulty. As was forecasted we have
experienced a very cold spell which will hopefully transition into a warm Christmas
celebration. It would be great to see as many as possible participate in the Christmas
Masses and derive much spiritual from that. The figures of the Christmas Nativity scene
continue to speak to us through their very simplicity, that there is only one sure joy to
found on this earth, the one announced by the angels to the shepherds which said

Today a Saviour is born to you who is Christ the Lord.



