St. Agnes Catholic Church, Cricklewood
35 Cricklewood Lane, London, NW2 1THR

www.parish.redow.org.uk/cricklewood

Tel:020 8452 2475; e-mail: cricklewood@rcdow.org.uk
Last week’s collection. £1572. Many Thanks.

W.e don’t actually have a erib erected on the sanctuary over the Christmas period. Perhaps
this has. to do with the already limited space available. Instead the Christmas figures are
placec} in front of the altar as can be seen. It is traditional in the Church to donate Crib
Offerings to the Catholic Children’s Society(Westminster). These funds are used,to support
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local cl.uldlen and families in need. A basket will be left at the foot of the sanctuary during
Mass times to facilitate any contributions.

Christmas Mass times. Saturday 24™ December. Christmas Masses at 6.30pm and
11pm(Carol Singing and Scripture readings at10.30pm).

Sunday 25™ December. Christmas Masses at 9am,10.30 am and12noon. No evening Mass.
All Masses during the coming week will be at 10am.

Confessions will be on call for anyone wishing to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

Fe?sts this ‘Yeek. Monday 26™, St Stephen, the first Martyr. Tuesday 27". St John, Apostle
and Evangellst. Wednesday 28™. The Holy Innocents, Martyrs. Thursday 29", St Thomas
Becket, Bishop and Martyr. Friday 30™. The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph.

Saturday 31%. 7™ Day in the Octave of Christmas. Sunday 1* January. Solemnity of Mary,
the Holy Mother of God.

A very hap.py Christmas to all our parishioners. Thank you all for your continued support
and commitment. We have been experiencing some very trying times but hopefully the
celebration of Christmas will bring some cheer and joy into our lives. Perhaps more than

ever before we can reflect on the true meaning of Christmas and find a greater solace
through that.

Blessing for a Christmas Crib. O God, out of your love you sent your dearly beloved Son to
become human. You willed that he be born in a humble stable in order to give us an
example of humility.

We pray now to bless this crib, a representation of the scene of his birth; may it draw us
closer to him.

By imitating his humility may we become a worthy dwelling place for his rebirth, Jesus
Christ, your Son our Lord. Amen.

Seeing your Life through the Lens of the Gospel. The prologue to John’s Gospel is;a piece
of poetry. Like all poetry one of the ways to enter it is to read it a few times slowly and let

the words and images speak to you.
The prologue proclaims Jesus as the true light come into the world. How has Jesus and the

message of Jesus, been a light to you in your life?
The prologue also affirms the transforming power of faith. To all who received him he gave
power to become children of God. How would you describe the difference it makes to you

to have faith as part of your life? . .
In Jesus we get a glimpse of God and of the love of God. But as his people in the world

today we are also called to be witnesses to the light. Who has been a witness to you? To
whom have you been a witness?

At Christmas we gather with joy to celebrate the nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ and to
share with Christians everywhere the happiness his coming brings to our hearts. Happy

Christmas everyone.

Happy Christmas & A Blessed New Yeat!



