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Last week’s collection.£1868. Many Thanks.
Today is Racial Justice Sunday. Racial Justice Collection.

Feasts this week. Monday. St Paul Miki and Companions, Martyrs. Wednesday. St.
Josephine Bakhita. Day for Victims of Trafficking and those who Work to Combat it.
Friday. St Scholastica, Virgin. Saturday. Our Lady of Lourdes. World Day for thae Sick.

\

In the words of Pope Francis, on 11" February let us turn our thoughts to the Shrine of
Lourdes, a prophetic lesson entrusted to the Church for our modern times. It is not only
what functions well or those who are productive that matter. Sick people, in fact, are at the
centre of God’s people, and the Church advances together with them as a sign of humanity
in which everyone is precious and no one should be discarded or left behind. He continues.
To the intercession of Mary, Health of the Sick, I entrust all of you who are ill; you who
care for them in your families, or through your work, research and volunteer service; and

those of you who are committed to weaving personal, ecclesial and civic bonds of fraternity.
To all, I impart my heartfelt blessing.

World Day of Prayer for the Sick, 11" February. Hear our prayer, O Lord and heal the

many sicknesses that afflict us in body, mind and soul. Bring comfort to those who suffer.

Bring consolation to those who despair. Bring strength to those of us who walk with the

sick. Bring hope to all for whom the path to healing is long or may not end. Let us never

forget your special care for the sick, that they may also know they are precious and loved.

Amen. Parish Volunteers needed. Readers, Ministers(especially to the sick) Collectors, Counters,

Cleaners, Servers, Musicians and Singers, Finance Committee members,Catechists.
Prayers for the Dead. Kevin O’Sullivan, Esther Mc Loughlin, Eugenia 'I'oon.

Today’s Mass Readings. Is 58:7-10 . Share your bread with the hungry and shelter the
homeless poor. Psalm. The good person is a light in the darkness for the upright.

1 Cor 2:1-5. Your faith should not depend on any human philosophy but on the power of
God. Gospel. Mt 5:13-16. Your light must shine in the sight of men.

In the Gospel Jesus uses the image of salt as something that makes food tasty. Without salt
food can be tasteless. Who are the people that give zest to your life and make it enjoyable?
For whom have you done this? When have you been particularly aware of your potential in
this regard?

The second image is that of light. Who have been the people that have been a light for you,
particularly in moments of darkness? For whom have you been a light? Recall those
experiences and give thanks.

The images of salt and light can also be applied to communities to which we belong, a
family, a parish or other group. Thinking of the groups of which you are a member, how
can their potential be enhanced to enrich the lives of members and offer them a guiding
light? How can you make a contribution to this?

Racial Justice Sunday is on 5th February. The theme chosen for 2023 is “All are included in the mission of Christ
and His Church. Let us walk together, pray together and work together”. This was inspired by observations
made by Pope Francis during his visit to Canada last year when he spoke about looking towards a future of
Justice, healing and reconciliation’ and by conversations following RIS 2022.

Prayer for Racial Justice

God of our past, present and future,

You created each one of us in your image and likeness.

Help us to recognise you in each person

as we pray for an end to suffering caused by racism.

Lead us this day

to walk with one another,

pray with one another,

and work together

so that we will create a future based on justice and healing
and fulfil the hope you have for all peoples.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen



