SUNDAY 24TH MAY + PENTECOST SUNDAY +

MASSES THIS WEEKEND
23RD/24TH MAY

6.00 PM  PEOPLE OF THE PARISH ©
9.30 AM BRONSISLAWA JANCZURA RIP

11.30AM CONFIRMATION MASS

FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK / IN NEED
Tom Cole, Zoe Sparks, Josephine McRae,
Bill Garvey, Ida Houlden, Teresa Collins,
Audrey Farrell.

THOSE IN OUR NURSING HOMES especially
Sarah Joyce, Katie Loftus, Hilda Minoli,
Ray and Elizabeth King.

FOR OUR HOUSEBOUND PARISHIONERS
especially Marie Hardy , Pat Faille.

FOR THOSE WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES OCCUR
AROUND THIS TIME : Eric Wilby, Rudy Barnes,

Mary Walsh, John Carey , Francisco Fernandez,
Pradeep Wickremasinghe, Camilus Fernando

CONFIRMATION CANDIDATES

THE CANDLE FOR THE SANCTUARY LAMP
has been donated this week
in Loving Memory of

JACQUI MESQUITA-MORRIS

AN

RIP

Dear Parishioners,
'Jesus breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit."’

This Sunday we celebrate the Solemnity of Pentecost, which took place fifty days after Jesus rose from the dead. The Gospel
recounts the first appearance of Jesus to the Apostles on the evening of his Resurrection. During this appearance, we hear that
Jesus ... breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit."' By doing this, Jesus conferred on the Apostles the authori-
ty to forgive sins through the power of the Holy Spirit. This comes before the definitive outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost
when the Apostles were empowered to carry out their mission of proclaiming the Gospel with boldness and divine strength.
Breathing on the Apostles recalls the creation account in Genesis when God first breathed life into Adam. Now Jesus Christ, the
New Adam, breathes life - the divine life of grace and mercy - into his Apostles. We also hear today from the Acts of the Apostles
that: .. there came from the sky a noise like a strong wind and it filled the entire house in which they were. Then there appeared
to them tongues as of fire...' The Hebrew word for spirit can also mean breath or wind and the image of fire is often used in the
Scriptures to describe the infinite, burning love of God. This new divine gift of the Holy Spirit now poured out upon the Apostles
has been made possible through the sacrifice of the body and blood of Jesus in his death and Resurrection. This has now brought
the powerful wind and fire of God's Holy Spirit of love into the world. God often accompanies significant Biblical actions with visi-
ble signs to reveal the invisible reality of his presence and activity. We are encouraged by today's feast to believe that God also
wants to really act, both physically and spiritually, in our lives today. Before Pentecost, the disciples hid in the Upper Room, fearful
and uncertain. Though Jesus had taught them, performed miracles and revealed his perfect love for them, their hearts were not
yet fully transformed. At Pentecost, the Holy Spirit came as a divine fire, emboldening them to become fearless witnesses. By this
gift therefore we can say that today's feast truly marks the birthday of the Church. The Sacrament of Confirmation, an essential
part of our initiation into this great tradition of the Church and which the young people of our parish will receive this Sun-

day, bestows upon us the same gift that the disciples received at Pentecost. We might not feel a strong driving wind or see
tongues of fire descend on us from heaven but the reality is the same. The signs at Pentecost were not only for the disciples, they
were also for us. Let us reflect today on the transforming power of the Holy Spirit. Have we experienced the Holy Spirit’s presence
in our life? Like the first disciples, have we allowed the Holy Spirit to fill us with power from on high, emboldening us, purifying us
and setting us on fire with zeal to fulfil the mission God has entrusted to us? The Holy Spirit will transform us - if we let him -
setting our feet on the path to eternal glory. God Bless You, Fr Martin

THE VIGIL LAMP AT OUR LADY
burns this coming week

in loving memory of

SHEILA MARY KARIMI
RIP

PARISH CONFIRMATION MASS SUNDAY 24TH MAY 11.30AM - Bishop Jim Curry will be celebrating our parish Confirmations on
the feast of Pentecost this Sunday at 11.30 Mass. Parishioners are advised to either attend the Saturday 6:00pm Vigil Mass or
the 9:30 Mass on Sunday morning this weekend due to space.

CONFIRMATION CANDIDATES—We pray for our Confirmation candidates as they receive the Sacrament— that they may be
guided by the Holy Spirit to grow in faith and follow the path of Our Lord in their lives ahead.

SVP—Will meet this Sunday 24th May after the 9.30 mass in the Library.

FUNERAL OF THE LATE PAULINE HAWES —reception of the body Tuesday 26th May at 5pm followed by the Funeral Wednesday,
27th May at 11.30 AM.

MISSIO—RED BOX APPEAL Next weekend, 30th and 31st May, we will welcome Fr Philip Amek MHM a visiting priest from the
Mill Hill Missionaries , who will be saying all the masses, and giving a red box appeal. Missio is the Pope’s charity for the world
mission and through the red box we support the church around the world




:rIL..

MASS TIMES .;fll;,
25th May—31ST May

DAY

MON
25TH
MAY
TUES

26TH
MAY

WED
27TH
MAY

THURS5
28TH
MAY

FRI
29TH-
MAY

SAT
30TH-
MAY

SUN
31ST
MAY

CHURCH MASS

TIMES

OPEN

9AMTO | 9.30 AM
11 AM

9SAMTO | 9.30 AM

11 AM
5.00 PM

9AMTO | 9.30 AM

11 AM

11.30 AM

10 AM NO MASS
TO

11 AM

SAMTO |9.30 AM
11 AM

9AMTO | 9.30 AM

11 AM

6.00 PM
(SAT)

9.30 AM

11.30AM

INTENTIONS / DETAILS /
FEAST

RINA SUKRA DEMIR RIP-
MARY MOTHER OF THE

CHURCH

CHRIS HORSBURGH INTS
ST PHILIP NERI

RECEPTION FO THE BODY OF
THE LATE PAULINE HAWES

JUDY DOKE INTS

ST AUGUSTINE OF
CANTERBURY

FUNERAL OF THE LATE
PAULINE HAWES

ROSARY AND EXPOSITION

EDWARD GORMAN RIP

LAUREN AND WILL INTS

FOLLOWED BY EXPOSITION
AND CONFESSIONS
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

THANKSGIVING FOR THE
PRAYERS FOR STELLA AND
ANDREW AND THE HENCEL
FAMILY

TOM LYNSKEY INTS

PEOPLE OF THE PARISH
THE MOST HOLY TRINITY

St Thomas More Catholic Church
32 Field End Road, Eastcote, HA5 2QT

PARISH PRIEST: Fr Martin Plunkett
PARISH OFFICE: Mon—Thurs 9.30 to 12 noon Administrator: Tessa Maude
Tel. 0208 866 6581 E mail: Eastcote@rcdow.org.uk

PARISH OFFICE will be closed Tuesday 26th May.

PATRONAL FEAST DAY We celebrate the Feast of St Thomas More in June each year. This year we will celebrate
as a Parish on Sunday 28th June and invite all parishioners and their families to come along and socialise marking
this special feast day from 2—4pm There will be a bring and share buffet food. So that we have an idea of
numbers, please sign up at the back of church and also let us know what food dish you are able to bring for our
shared lunch.

DIVINE AND DELISH CATERERS are looking for an energetic person for causal Ad-hoc paid work, to help with
functions at St Thomas More, mostly mid week. To include, serving food /drinks/general kitchen duties/ washing
up clearing tables and chairs away. May suit a student/ someone interested in hospitality or a mature person
with spare time. If interested please contact them on 07709 094139.

PPC AND THE PARISH SURVEY The PPC met last week and would like to thank everyone who took the time to
complete the recent parish survey. Results are currently being looked at and will be summarised in the newsletter

| shortly and shared in more detail at a planned Parish Open event in September. More details to follow.

DATES FOR THE DIARY |

THE LIFE ASCENDING GROUP THERE WILL BE NO MEETING on Wednesday 27th May as previously advertised.
The next meeting will be Wednesday 10th June at 2.30pm in the Library and every fortnight thereafter. Their
welcome extends to all Christians in their middle to later years. This involves half an hour of prayer and a discus-
sion around the current material from the Agency for Evangelisation for small groups.

FOODBANK- Thank you for your donations and to Anna for taking them each month to the Foodbank to help
support this service. The next collection will be Monday 15th June 2026.

THE LIFE OF CHRIST 16TH—20TH JUNE 2026, 10 AM TO 3.30 PM Discover the wonder of Jesus’ life with an
unforgettable event for all the family. The Life of Christ is a play like no other, placing you in the middle of an
immersive theatre experience. Join over a hundred actors in the stunning grounds of Wintershall Estate as this
magnificent story is movingly recreated with authentic detail in an epic open-air production. Watch the Wedding
in Cana, the Feeding of the 5000 and the Last Supper unfold before your eyes. It’s the perfect day out for families,
faith groups, theatre lovers and schools. Tickets can be booked at https://www.wintershall.org.uk/event/life-of-

christ/

FOR INFORMATION: MASSES ARE LIVE STREAMED FOR THOSE HOUSEBOUND AND UNABE TO ATTEND. IF YOU DO NOT
WISH TO BE VISIBLE ON THE STREAM, PLEASE SIT FURTHER BACK IN THE CHURCH.



https://www.wintershall.org.uk/event/life-of-christ/
https://www.wintershall.org.uk/event/life-of-christ/

