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Second Sunday of Easter—Divine Mercy Sunday, 7/8 April 2018
The church is open every day, 8am – 10pm and welcomes everyone for personal prayer and participation in the Liturgy
Sunday Masses: Saturday 6.30pm; Sunday 10am, 12noon and 6pm.
Weekday Mass this week: Monday 9am; Tuesday 9am & 7.30pm; Wednesday 9am; Thursday 9am; Friday 9am; Saturday 10am.
Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion this week: none
Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession): Saturday 9.30-9.50am & 5.30-6pm
Usual times of Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament for Adoration:
Monday to Friday 8-8.40am & 9.30am-10pm; Saturday 8-9.40am, 10.30am-4pm, 7.30-10pm; Sunday 8-9am & 7-10pm
Devotions to St Anthony and Benediction: Tuesday evening after 7.30pm Mass
HOLYDAYS, Solemnities, Feasts and Memorials: Monday: The Annunciation of the Lord (transferred); Wednesday: St Stanislaus, Bishop&Martyr
The Divine Mercy Sunday
In the Jubilee of the Year 2000, Saint John Paul II established that
this Sunday be dedicated to Divine Mercy. Truly, it was a beautiful
insight: it was the Holy Spirit who inspired him in this way. Just year
ago we concluded the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy, and this Sunday we are invited to always hold firmly to the grace which comes
from God’s mercy. Today’s Gospel is the account of the Apparition
of the Risen Christ to the disciples gathered in the Upper Room (cf.
Jn 20:19-31). Saint John writes that after greeting his disciples, Jesus says to them: “As the Father has sent me, even so I send you”.
After saying this, he makes the gesture of breathing on them and
adds: “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they
are forgiven” (vv. 21-23). This is the meaning of the mercy that is
presented on the very day of Jesus’ Resurrection as the forgiveness
of sins. The Risen Jesus passed on to his Church, as her first task, his
own mission of bringing to all the concrete message of forgiveness.
This is the first task: to announce forgiveness. This visible sign of his
mercy brings with it peace of heart and joy of the renewed encounter with the Lord.
Mercy in the light of Easter enables us to perceive it as a true form
of awareness. This is important: mercy is a true form of awareness.
We know that it is experienced through many forms. It is experienced through the senses, it is experienced through intuition,
through reason and even other forms. Well, it can also be experienced in mercy, because mercy opens the door of the mind in order
to better understand the mystery of God and of our personal existence. Mercy enables us to understand that violence, rancour,
vengefulness have no meaning, and the first victim is whoever feels
these sentiments, because he deprives himself of his own dignity.
Mercy also opens the door of the heart and allows one to express
closeness especially to those who are lonely and marginalized, because it makes them feel as brothers and sisters, and as children of
one Father. It favours recognition of those who need consolation
and helps one find the appropriate words so as to give comfort.
Pope Francis
The meaning of the Easter flowers by pope Francis:
“You see that today there are flowers: flowers that speak of joy and
gladness. In some places, Easter is also called “flowering Easter,”
because the Risen Christ flowers: he is the new flower; our justification flowers, the holiness of the Church flowers. Therefore, many
flowers — it’s our joy. We celebrate Easter the whole week, the
whole week. And therefore all of us say to one another once again
the wish of a “Happy Easter.”

Fr Robert, would like to thank everyone for making the celebration of the Easter
Triduum so special. Especially, sacristans, altar servers, musicians, choirs, readers,
Eucharistic ministers, those who decorated the church, and the great many people who cannot be named here, but whose work behind the scenes has made our
Easter celebrations so spiritually uplifting and beautiful. We are very grateful for
your continued support, prayers, greetings and generous Easter offerings. May
the Risen Christ repay you all a hundredfold!
CATECHISM—WHAT WE BELIEVE
The Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation:
Why can venial sins also be the object of sacramental confession? The confession
of venial sins is strongly recommended by the Church, even if this is not strictly
necessary, because it helps us to form a correct conscience and to fight against
evil tendencies. It allows us to be healed by Christ and to progress in the life of the
Spirit.
OTHER INFORMATION
Clergy Availability Monday 9 April, 5.30 – 6.30pm in the Parish Office located near
the toilets in the Sacristy corridor. References for Applications to Catholic schools,
Baptism, Marriage and other matters can be discussed. No appointment is needed.
Adoration Can you commit to an hour of prayer each week before the Blessed
Sacrament, the Real Presence of Jesus, in our church? There is a great need for
prayer, and for people who pray. If so, please notify Sue Blues on 020 8958 7719.
We can meet God in the silence of our hearts, and our prayer brings others into
the heart of God.
Congratulations to our new Catholics and Confirmandi: Lena and Katalin and thank
you, Sponsors and everyone who has helped them on their journey of faith that
has brought them to the Church.
Planned Giving Envelopes 2018/19 are ready for collection at the back of the
Church. If you would like to join the Planned Giving programme please contact
Debbie in the parish office. Thank you for your continued generosity.
St Anthony’s Discipleship programme For more information please contact: stanthonysdiscipeship@gmail.com.

Parish Centre bookings and enquiries Please liaise with Debbie, in the office,
regarding bookings and enquiries for St. Anthony’s Parish Centre hall.
Church Cleaning: Team E, Thursday 12 April, 7pm
Mrs A. O’Malley, Mrs M. Gaughan, Mrs S. Lee, Mrs M. Dzurov, Miss A. Dzurov,
Miss O. Dzurov, Miss J. Cwynar, Mrs B. Carty.
Thank you, all who help to clean and care for our church.
More volunteers are always welcome to keep our church clean and tidy!

