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ST ALBAN
TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

PARISH NEWSLETTER -  19TH OCTOBER 2025

First reading:
Psalm:

Second reading: 2 Timothy 3:14—4:2
Luke 18:1—8

Parish Priest - Rev Dermot O'Neill      
Parish Secretary - Alison McKinnie (Office hours:Tuesday, Wed & Thurs 9.00-1.00pm, Friday 9.00-12noon 
51 Nether Street, North Finchley, London N12 7NN.  Tel: 020 8446 0224 email: finchleynorth@rcdow.org.uk

Safeguarding - Maire Lynch - Email: finchleynorthsg2@safeguardrcdow.org.uk
Parish Website - Visit our website for all weekly updates at parish.rcdow.org.uk/finchleynorth

Childrens Liturgy - Takes place at the Family Mass at 9.30am on Sundays. 
Repository - Open after both Sunday Masses.

CONTACT 
INFORMATION

Saturday 18th October-SAINT LUKE, Evangelist
Confessions 5.15 – 5.45pm 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
during confession time

6pm Carmela Pignataro (RIP)

 Sunday 19th  October 

9:30am Anne & Stanistaw Lisaj (RIP)  Leo Maye (RIP)
          11:30am Tim O’Brien (RIP)

                                                                                     
Monday 20th October 

9.30am Breda Hughes (RIP)

Tuesday 21st October
      9.30am Kerry Corcoran (RIP)

        Wednesday 22nd October
                                  9.30am Noreen Norman (INT)             

      Thursday 23rd October
NO MASS TODAY

            Friday 24th October 
  10am REQUIEM SARAH MCINANNY

Please remember in your prayers all the sick: 
 David Wright, Adriano Grazioli, Tom O'Connor,

 Robert Rowe, Mary Tanner,  Susan McHale, Patrick Brophy,
Sr. Marie Joseph Catney, Kitty Carey, Pat Devine, 

Mary Byrne, Luke Flaherty 
All the recently departed and their loved ones

Sarah McInanny, Mary Greensmith
  and the faithful departed whose anniversaries occur at

about this time: 
Carmela Pignataro, Leo Maye

MASS TIMES & MASS INTENTIONS WEEK
COMMENCING 18TH OCTOBER

Donations & Gift Aid - Claire Catney - Email: finchleynorthgac@rcdow.org.uk

Exodus 17:8—13
Our help is in the name of the Lord 
who made heaven and earth.

Gospel:
 

“Will not God then secure the rights of his chosen ones who call out
to him day and night?”
This parable can be confusing, likening God to a cranky judge who
responds only to being pestered. We know that this is not how God
works. God does not answer prayer to get us off God’s back. God is
all goodness and generosity, wanting to sustain and protect us. God
often provides for our needs without us praying at all. But God still
encourages us to pray. God does not need our prayers—does not
need us at all—but God longs for relationship with us and has
chosen in infinite wisdom to include our prayers as part of the
exchange of this relationship. It can be frustrating to pray when we
do not see our prayers answered (at least not in ways we would
like), but our prayers still draw us closer to God and help us slowly
learn to see the world as God does

Preface 3  Eucharistic Prayer 3

 

Planned Giving. Thank you all for your patience during our recent
Planned Giving appeal. Neither the parish finance committee nor
myself look forward to doing this every three years or so, but it is
a necessary part of running a sustainable parish mission. The
response has been very positive with several new donors joining
the PG scheme and several existing members choosing to
increase their giving. Several people have signed up for Gift Aid
as well, which allows us to claim an extra 25% from the
government at no extra cost to the donor. We are also currently
processing those offers of volunteering from several people and
all those will soon be contacted regarding your offer of
assistance. All of this together helps to build on the generous
giving of previous generations that has made this parish of St.
Albans a vibrant sign of God’s presence in Finchley.



 

 

 

Synod Final Document study group
Please come and join us for the fourth session of our Synod study programme. We are reading and reflecting on the Final
Document of the Synod and trying to discover what it could mean for the parishes in our Barnet Deanery. We are meeting on
Saturday 1  November from 2.00pm-4.00pm in the hall of St Philip The Apostle, Finchley Church End, Gravel Hill, Finchley,
London N3 3RJ

st

In this fourth session (don’t worry if you missed the previous ones) we will be considering Part IV of the document which focusses
on Collaborating, Networking and sharing of gifts: Adapting to and exploiting the Digital Age and Dialogue with other Christians
and other Faiths
 As in previous sessions we will be asking the following questions: 1) What stands out to me in this chapter? 2) What are the
strengths in my parish in this area? 3) What developments would I like to see in my parish in this area?  If you would like a copy of
the Synod Final Document: Please email chrisrosser@btinternet.com with your postal address.
If you would like an overview of Part IV of the document: Please view a video discussion using this link:
https://www.schoolforsynodality.org.uk/book-club-part-4-cathy-clifford

The church will remain open during the day 
for private prayer.

Parish QR code 
For online donations

Centering Prayer Group                                                          

Following the introductory day there are six session follow up series. These will be held in the sacristy after mass on a Tuesday 10.30am until 
12pm. The dates are 11.11.2025, 25.11.2025, 9.12.2025, 6.1.2026, 20.1.2026, 3.2.2026
If you are interested please contact Carole O’Reilly via email at: coreilly396@btinternet.com

Do you know anyone whom you could invite to learn more about the Catholic Church? Or perhaps someone who might be 
considering becoming a Catholic?
If so, please invite them to attend a meeting for adults every Wednesday evening at 7.30pm in the Presbytery where they can meet other
interested adults and find out what is involved. In the meanwhile, if they want to know more, why not introduce them to 
Fr Dermot or ring or email the Parish Secretary who will ask someone to phone them with information?

An Invitation: ‘Come and See’

Sacramental Prearation 2025-26
First Holy Communion Preparation for children in Year 3 and above. First Holy Communion Course for Baptised Catholic children attending
Catholic schools and for children who have completed the Foundation Course. The application form, as a download, can be found on the parish
website under Sacramental Preparation and paper copies are available in the church porch. Closing date Sunday 2nd November 2025. First class
will be on Saturday 29  November 2025.th

Confirmation Preparation for young people in Year 9 and above. This will begin in November 2025. 
Registration is now open please go to: https://forms.office.com/e/qTXpKmzSDz or scan the QR code here: 
Closing date Sunday 2nd November 2025

 

The Faith Sharing Autumn session will start on Tuesday 28  October for 5 sessions in the evening for up to an hour and th

a half. This season we will be reflecting on Laudato Si – On Care For Our Common Home – by Pope Francis. It is one of the most inspiring books on
caring for our world and each other. Each week will also contain a reflection on Sacred Scripture. The PDF of Laudato Si is available on our St
Alban’s church website. It is such a good book that it is well worth buying one. There are some in the repository or available to buy online. Many
parishioners have enjoyed these sessions during 
autumn and Lent in previous years. We reflect on and share aspects of our faith in a friendly group setting. No special knowledge or prior
experience is required. If you would like to join us, please contact Siobán on 07586 254552. 

 

JUBILEE YEAR INFORMATION

Jubilee Mass – Pilgrims of Hope – on Saturday 22 November at 2 pm in Westminster
Cathedral. During the Jubilee year a goodly number of individuals and groups have
engaged in various walking pilgrimages as ‘Pilgrims of Hope’. This is a celebration
Mass for all who have completed the Westminster Way walking pilgrimage during the
Holy Year, and any other form of pilgrimage, including to the Jubilee churches in the
diocese. All are welcome. Further details at jubilee2025@rcdow.org.uk. 

 

During November, the month dedicated to prayers for
the Holy Souls, there will be two masses offered each
week for the Holy Souls. If you wish to add the names of
your loved ones to our Book of Holy Souls, there are
envelopes in the church porch for this purpose. The
Book of Holy Souls will be placed by the Altar at each
mass in November.

 
St Michael's Catholic Grammar School, North Finchley - 'Into the Sixth' Open Evening - Thursday 6 November 6-8pm
The Sixth Form at St Michael's is a place where the pursuit of academic excellence and academic curiosity are at the heart of all we do. The school
was recently named the second best state school in the country, and the best in London, in the 2025 Daily Telegraph Best Schools Guide. Register 
to attend via this link 'Into the Sixth' Open Evening Registration  but are also welcome to turn up on the night. The evening will start at 6pm. 

mailto:chrisrosser@btinternet.com
https://stmichaels.applicaa.com/events/01999f23-a1d2-7c59-b423-91f1f46c4536

