First reading:
Psalm:

Second reading:
Gospel:

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

ST ALBAN

PARISH NEWSLETTER - 7TH DECEMBER 2025

Isaiah 11:1-10

In his days justice shall flourish
and peace till the moon fails.

Romans 15:4-9

Matthew 3:1-12
Preface 1of Advent Eucharistic Prayer 3

MASS TIMES & MASS INTENTIONS WEEK
COMMENCING 6TH DECEMBER

Saturday 6th December
Confessions 5.15 - 5.45pm
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
during confession time
6pm Bridget Corcoran (RIP)

Sunday 7" December
9:30am Clare Holden (RIP)
11:30am Wilfred Pereira (RIP) Anesto Spring (RIP)

Monday 8th December - THE IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY,
Patron of the Diocese
9.30am Joshua Paul Solivan Canilang (RIP)

Tuesday 9th December
9.30am Martin McCarton (RIP)

Wednesday 10th December
9.30am Eugene Hughes (RIP)

Thursday 11th December
NO MASS TODAY

Friday 12th December
9.30am Susan Waters (INT)

Please remember in your prayers all the sick:
Adriano Grazioli, Pat Devine, Robert Rowe, Tom 0°Connor,
Kitty Carey, Sr. Marie Joseph Catney,
Mary Byrne, Mary Kate Gill, Joe Dooley,
Val Perera, Primo Niccoli
All the recently departed and their loved one
Fr John Buckley

Patrick Joseph Madden

n
!

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand
This week’s gospel introduces John the Baptist,
often called the last of the Old Testament prophets.
John is a brilliant example of the gospel
proclamation, particularly because of his way of
living. He is depicted as a wilderness man, living in
the desert, eating locusts and wild honey—this
cannot help but provoke our curiosity. In his time,
John's unique ascetic way of life gives credibility to
his preaching, not the other way around. In ours,
hypocrisy in the church is one of the great counter-
witnesses to the love of Christ. The church is holy
primarily because Christ is holy, not because we are,
but we are nonetheless called to follow after that
holiness as best we can. Our lives can, like John,
bring people toward Jesus. If we are not careful,
however, we can also push them away .

and the faithful departed whose anniversaries occur at
CONTACT

about this time:
< INFORMATION >

Wilfred Pereira, Joshua Paul Solivan Canilang,
Parish Priest - Rev Dermot O'Neill

CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS RITE OF WELCOME TO THE
CATECHUMENATE

At the 11.30 Mass 14th December we will welcome

the adults who are preparing to receive the

sacraments of Baptism , Eucharist and Confirmation in our church at
Easter. Please pray for Diana, Doyin, Fiz, Leandro, Joe, Andrea and Jack
as they continue their journey towards the Sacraments of Initiation. There
are also 3 children preparing for Baptism at Easter who range in age from

710 10.

Parish Secretary - Alison McKinnie (Office hours:Tuesday, Wed & Thurs 9.00-1.00pm, Friday 9.00-12noon
51 Nether Street, North Finchley, London N12 7NN. Tel: 020 8446 0224 email: finchleynorth@rcdow.org.uk
Parish Website - Visit our website for all weekly updates at parish.rcdow.org.uk/finchleynorth
Safeguarding - Maire Lynch - Email: finchleynorthsg2@safeguardrcdow.org.uk

Donations & Gift Aid - Claire Catney - Email: finchleynorthgac@rcdow.org.uk

Childrens Liturgy - Takes place at the Family Mass at 9.30am on Sundays.

Repository - Open after both Sunday Masses.




SACRAMENTS

BAPTISMS : To arrange a baptism please contact Fr Dermot.

FUNERALS : It is normal procedure to first contact your chosen Funeral Director.

They will liaise with Fr Dermot.

WEDDINGS : Preparation for marriage: Six months’ notice is required. Please contact Fr Dermot.

CONFESSIONS : Saturday from 5.15pm

REGISTRATION IN THE PARISH : Registration forms are available from the porch. Complete and return to the presbytery. Thank you.
ST BARNABAS FOODBANK : Accepts donations of food each Saturday between 9.30am & 12.30.

They are open for those in need on Monday's 12.30-2pm. 913 High Road, North Finchley.

NEWSLETTER : If you wish to receive a copy of our weekly newsletter by email, please sign up by using the website e-Alert or, email
the parish office to request.

Christmas collection

The collection at Christmas is your gift to the priest(s) of the parish. The priest's salary is dependent on both Christmas and Easter
collections, mass offerings and stole fees. The total of these is his salary for the year. If you make your reqular donation to the
parish by standing order please be aware the priest cannot claim any of this as part of his salary. There are envelopes around the
church you may wish to use for this purpose, especially if you will be away over Christmas. You may also use the contactless giving
device in the church porch, tapping the “Christmas offering"” tab.

Baptism Preparation

For those parents wishing to have a child baptised in the church, there is a preparation course provided here at three month
intervals. Couples expecting the birth of a child are welcome to attend as well as those whaose children are already born. The next
preparation course will be held in the parish hall on Wednesday January 7" at 7.30pm. Please notify the parish office if you intend
to come. Parents must be attending mass reqularly in the parish when requesting baptism for their child.

Save the Date: St Alban’s Christmas Sing-Along 2025 Friday 19th December at 7:00pm

Join us for an evening of much-loved Christmas carols and festive performances as we celebrate the joy of the season together.
We will also be supporting Mary's Meals through donations. All are warmly welcome. Want to take part? Share a Christmas song,
poem, reading, or any festive piece—we'd love to have you involved. Mince pies and refreshments will be served afterwards.

If you are interested in performing, please email: chaundy.timothy@googlemail.com

Thursday Club Christmas Party, 11 December 12.30-3.00pm Hong Kong Community - Christmas Thanksgiving

Come to our annual party and get in the Christmas spirit with lively Gathering

music, jolly entertainment and festive lunchtime treats. Tickets £5pp || You are warmly invited to join us on Sunday 14 December
from Margaret on 07885 708218 or Mo on 07941855789 by 5 December || from12.30 to 3.30pm in the church hall for a joyful

2025. gathering with prayer, hymn singing, Gospel sharing and
games. You are welcome to bring food to share with

CHURCH FLOWER DONATIONS! everyone.

Thank you so much for all your kind donations for the church flowers. It

is very much appreciated! The Repository will be open on Saturday night and
Sunday mornings throughout November and

Finchley Foodbank December.

A huge thank you for your continued generous support of Finchley Advent calendars for families who wish to help contribute

Foodbank. Our collection point is at the back of the church in the lobby || towards the Food Bank are freely available from the

- any donations of cupboard food and toiletries are gratefully received. || Repository. There are suggestions for each day of the
Advent season, so whole families can participate.
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Parish QR code The church will remain open during the day

For online donations for private prayer.
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