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Fr Michael writes:  
I’m sure most of us know the wonderful line of the medieval 

English mystic Mother Julian of Norwich, “All shall be well 

and all shall be well and all manner of thing shall be well.” 

It comes from her Revlevations of Divine Love and is always 

on my mind, with much else from Mother Julian, on and 

around VE Day because 8th May is not alone the anniversary 

of the end of the Second World War in Europe, glorious as 

that is and was particularly poignant this year on the 75th 

Anniversary, but it’s also the anniversary of Mother Julian’s 

revelations, all sixteen of them, which were granted to her 

by the Lord on that date in her hermitage attached to St 

Julian’s Church in Norwich, in 1373. VE Day and the 

Revelations do not just share a date however. They share 

themes of suffering, sacrifice and perseverance. They also 

share victory and joy. Indeed, the very ‘all shall be well’ line 

comes serenely in grace to her understanding after she has 

lamented to the Lord about the ravages of sin since the Fall. 

If most of the revelations are about the Lord’s Passion, in 

which is manifest God’s love redeeming us from sin, they 

are received on a Sunday in Eastertide, that day and season 

of grace equally manifesting Love’s final and irrevocable 

triumph over evil, the original Easter Sunday inaugurating 

forever the Kingdom of Resurrected Love to which the 

baptised, and finally humanity, belong.  However disruptive 

evil is, finally “all manner of thing shall be well”. Thus we 

are best to bear the trials and, for many, the tragedies of the 

current times with trust. “Do not let your hearts be 

troubled,” Jesus tells us in today’s Gospel. “Trust in God 

still, and trust in me.” Eastertide is of course the season par 

excellance for the sacraments for the aforementioned 

reasons, the Risen Christ touching each disciple in a way 

particular to each sacrament. This weekend and next were to 

be our First Holy Communion Masses and even our 

Confirmation Masses in June have had to be postponed to a 

date as yet underterminable. Many baptisms have had to be 

delayed and the sacraments for the adults who had 

completed the year’s Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

course; two weddings have had to be postponed. This is all 

such a sadness for those concerned especially but also for 

parishioners, parish and priests. If we are uncertain of the 

path ahead, we might ask with St Thomas in the 

Gospel,“How can we know the way?” but if we do, we 

should certainly reflect deeply, with confidence and trust, on 

the Lord’s reply: “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life.” 

Mother Julian waited fifteen years before being enabled to 

understand the meaning of the revelations she had received: 

“You would know Our Lord’s meaning? Know it well. Love 

was his meaning. Who showed it you? Love. What did he 

show you? Love. Why did he show it? For love. Hold on to 

this and you will know and understand love more and more. 

So it was that I learned that love was Our Lord’s meaning.”   
 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF  EASTER 

Sat 9/5 
 

Easter Feria •Major Dilys Davies 
•Patsy O’Mahony 

Ann 
RD 

Sun 10/5 
 

5th SUNDAY of 
EASTER 

 

•Gerry Mahon and 
People of the Parish 
living and deceased 
•John Armstead (B’day) 

 
 
RD 
RIP 

Mon 11/5 
 

Easter Feria •Robert Byrne (B’day) 
•Seamus Brady  

RIP 
RD 

Tues 12/5 
 

Easter Feria 
 

•Mary Ann 
Hempenthistle 
•Michael & Monica 
Avery  

 
Ints 
 
Ints 

Wed 13/5 
 

Our Lady of 
Fatima 

•Private Intention 
•Sr Renzalvigia Seren 

Ints 
RD 

Thurs 14/5 
 

ST. MATTHIAS 

 
 
          

•Rosie McManus  
•Frontline NHS & Care 
Home workers; the sick 
& their families 

Ann 
 
 
Ints 

Fri 15/5 Easter Feria 
 

•Mrs Gallagher 
•Kay McGowan 

RD 
Ann 

Sat 16/5 Easter Feria 
 

•Della Panting 
•Dermot Byrne & family 

Ints 
Ann 

 

 

 

LET US PRAY     
 

For those who are sick: Sandra Bocca, Cecil Pocock, Romeo 

Monthoy, Fr. Noel O’Boylan, Celine Duignan, Andy Cronin, Bob 
Barnett, Eulalie Raymond, Jim O’Grady, Greta Gribben, Jim Ryan, 
Mike O’Farrel, Bridget Hayden, Alaina Embling, Hannah Thomas, 
Lauren, Anna and Joseph Mullan, Ewa Blonska, Phoebe 
Rodriguez, John Moylan, Cyril McKeefrey together with all those 
suffering in the pandemic. 
For those recently deceased: Bob Barnett, Patricia Taylor, Dawit 

Mehanen, Fr John Seabrook PP, Patrick O’Leary, Bridget Tone, 
John Lawlor, Kathleen Dempsey, Thomas Langfrey, Samuel 
Bignall and Jim Kelly. May they rest in peace. 
For those whose anniversaries occur: Frank O’Farrell (40th 

Anniv). May he rest in peace. 
 

LENT PROJECT 2020 – Our charities this year are: Friends of the 
Holy Land www.friendsoftheholyland.org.uk ; The Cardinal Hume 
Centre www.cardinalhumecentre.org.uk ; The Cardinal’s Lenten 
Appeal www.rcdow.org.uk . The current total for the Lent Project is an 
astonishing £9,580 between the three charities. Thank you!   
 

THE BURIAL OF THE LATE FR. JOHN SEABROOK PP – Bishop 

Hudson represented the Cardinal and the Diocese as he officiated 
at the very simple laying to rest of the remains of the late Fr John 
last Thursday in Chiswick New Cemetery, a cemetery appropriately 
within the territory of Grove Park parish. In accordance with the 
protocols necessary due to the Coronavirus pandemic there were 
very few mourners permitted. When circumstances allow, a 
Memorial Mass will be arranged and all parishioners, both of Grove 
Park and of Chiswick, will have the opportunity to honour the 
memory and to pray for the repose of Fr John’s soul after such long 
service in Grove Park and the Deanery. May he rest in peace. 
 

mailto:chiswick@rcdow.org.uk
http://www.friendsoftheholyland.org.uk/
http://www.cardinalhumecentre.org.uk/
http://www.rcdow.org.uk/


FOODBANK COLLECTION THIS WEEKEND – On Monday 11th 

May the food/toiletries collected over the last week and this 
weekend will be delivered to the foodbank together with any cash 
donations. Parishioners already intending to be out at exercise or 
shopping are encouraged to drop off at the Priests’ House door any 
non-perishable items of food. Please just ring the bell to alert a 
priest, if a priest is available, that food is outside and he will bring it 
soon inside. Our foodbank is short of stock and funds given the 
consequences of the current emergency. Cash donations should 
be in envelopes marked ‘Foodbank’ through the letterbox.  
 

MARRIAGE WEEK 2020 THIS WEEK - 11th to 17th May is the 

week that is nationally set aside to celebrate commitment to the 
Sacrament of Marriage, even if it must be engaged in from home. 
The theme this year is "The Forever Conversation," recognising the 
need for continual open communication to enable a marriage to be 
long lasting. Marriage Encounter is working in partnership with 
Marriage Week UK to promote events and celebrate marriage. For 
more information see https://marriage-week.org.uk/ 
 

THE MEN'S GROUP - Men of all ages are warmly invited to our 

next meeting on Thursday 21st May, from 8.30pm on the Zoom 
app. We will listen to an audio talk from Fr Larry Richard's book "Be 
A Man!" followed by a short discussion. We are affiliated 
to www.catholicman.uk  Email Stephen Donnelly at 
donnellysm@hotmail.com for details. 
 

BAPTISMS, FIRST HOLY COMMUNION & CONFIRMATION – It 

is impossible to determine the timetable for the re-opening of 
churches let alone when large and festal occasions such as First 
Holy Communion or Confirmation Masses may occur. However, it 
is conceivable to see that soon after the re-opening of churches 
then Baptisms postponed could be rescheduled as social 
distancing would not present an insurmountable obstacle provided 
guest numbers were limited. Rescheduling the First Holy 
Communion and Confirmation Masses is very likely going to have 
to wait for as near a return to normality as possible which is clearly 
months away. The parish will swiftly contact parents and guardians 
of existing candidates for these sacraments as soon as the Church 
and State authorities give appropriate direction.      
 

THURSDAY MASS for NHS & CARE HOME staff & the SICK –

The following live-streamed Masses have now been published by 
the Bishops’ Conference. All Masses can be accessed simply by 
going to each cathedral’s website shortly before 7.00pm. 
14th May: Bishop Robert Byrne CO, Newcastle Cathedral 
21st May: Bishop Mark Davies, Shrewsbury Cathedral 
28th May: Bishop Terence Drainey, Middlesbrough Cathedral 
 

THURSDAY A DAY OF PRAYER, FASTING AND CHARITY – In 

the light of the ongoing pandemic Pope Francis has invited us to 
participate in an inter-religious Day of Prayer, Fasting and Acts of 
Charity “to beseech God, the Almighty, to safeguard the entire 
world, to help us overcome this pandemic, to restore security, 
stability, health, and prosperity, so that, once this pandemic-crisis 
is over, our world may become a better place for humanity and for 
human fraternity than ever before”. 
 

PARISH ASSOCIATION WITH THE CATHOLIC UNION – Our 

parish has become the first in the country to have a formal 
association with The Catholc Union www.catholicunion.org.uk and 
many more will follow where there is shared interest. Fr Michael 
much recommends going to the website to sign up for their news 
briefings directly emailed completely free of charge. The news from 
parliament is always interesting if often worrying with initiatives to 
challenge the common good. Other briefings are more specifically 
pertinent to Catholic life and seasons. 
 

FEELING VULNERABLE AND NEEDING HELP? – Some 

parishioners are offering to shop and deliver groceries etc for any 
others who may not feel strong enough to shop for themselves. If 
you would like this help, please phone the Parish Office and leave 
a message. You are not alone! Help is at hand! 020 8994 2877 
 

CAN YOU OFFER HELP? – If you’d be happy to volunteer to assist 

particularly elderly, isolated or isolating parishioners with just one 
or two errands each week as you are about your own, please also 
email or phone the Parish Office. You must be known to the priests 
and other parishioners from attendance at Mass. We’d be aiming 
to match postcodes of volunteers and recipients. 
 
 
 
 

CENTERING PRAYER – In the current lockdown the Centering 

Prayer group has found a new way to convene via the internet 
platform Zoom. The group is meeting EVERY Monday at 7.30pm 
so if you would like to join please phone or email John O’Brien who 
will be happy to assist:  07747611616 or john@jobrien.co.uk   
 
PASSAGES from Mother Julian of Norwich (1342 -1416): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Here she reflects on God choosing us as His dwelling:  

Our good Lord showed Himself to me in various ways both 
in heaven and on earth. But the only place I saw Him occupy 
was in man’s soul. He showed Himself on earth in His 
precious Incarnation and His blessed Passion. In another 
way He showed Himself on earth still when I said ‘I saw the 
whole Godhead as it were in a single point’. Yet another way 
was His showing of Himself as being as it were on 
pilgrimage; in other words, He is here with us, leading us on, 
and staying by us until He has brought us all to His 
blessedness in heaven. He often showed Himself in 
reigning, but chiefly in man’s soul. There He has made His 
resting place and His glorious city. From this most honoured 
abode He will never rise nor remove. The place of the Lord’s 
dwelling is wonderful and splendid, so He wants us to 
respond at once to His gracious touch, rejoicing in the 
completeness of His love rather than sorrowing in our 
frequent falls. Of all things we may do for Him in our 
penitence the most honouring to Him is to love gladly and 
joyfully because of His love. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

• Here she reflects on God as our dwelling: 

So it came about that I was to see with absolute certainty 
that it was easier for us to get to know God than to know our 
own soul. For our soul is so deeply set in God, and so greatly 
valued, that we cannot come to know it until we first know 
God, its Creator, to whom it is joined. All the same I saw that, 
for our own perfection, we must have a desire to know our 
soul with wisdom and accuracy. This will teach us to look for 
it where in fact it is: in God. And so by gracious guidance of 
the Holy Spirit we come to know them both together. God is 
nearer to us than our own soul, for he is the ground in which 
it stands. Our soul reposes in God its true rest, and stands 
in God, its true strength, and is fundamentally rooted in God, 
its eternal love.So if we want to come to know our soul, and 
enjoy its fellowship as it were, it is necessary to seek it in our 
Lord God in whom it is enclosed.   
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